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PREFACE 


- Tue original plan of publication for McLoughlin’s letters from 
Fort Vancouver to the Governor and Committee was to 
publish the whole series in two volumes only. But the number 
of subsidiary documents which merit publication in the 
appendixes has led to the decision to extend the number of 
volumes to three—a decision which also simplifies the Society’s 
programme of publications at the present time. 

McLoughlin’s letters to the Governor and Committee will 
therefore be concluded in a third volume covering 1844-46, 
which will be Volume VII in the Hudson’s Bay Record 
Society’s Series, and will carry the third instalment of Dr. Kaye 
Lamb’s introduction. 

This volume does not present an integral period in 
McLoughlin’s career and the end of the volume has been 
dictated only by considerations of space. The volume, 
therefore, must be regarded as the second instalment in a 
series. Even the murder of young McLoughlin, which 
occupies so large a space, is by no means finished with in 
this volume. 

The Society may congratulate itself on the fact that the 
high standard of production has been maintained in this 
volume which has been produced under difficulties: facilities 
for consulting both the Company’s own archives and other 
reference material are still closely limited, whilst the exigencies 
of war service have thrown upon Miss Alice Johnson even 
more than her accustomed heavy share of the burden of 
preparation and production. 
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INTRODUCTION®* 


i 

Joun McLovcuttn’s furlough in 1838-39 provided a logical point at 
which to conclude the first series of his letters to the Governor and Com- 
mittee of the Hudson’s Bay Company. No similar break in his corre- 
spondence occurred after his return to Fort Vancouver, and the division of 
material between this and the concluding series is therefore an arbitrary 
one, dictated by the exigencies of printing. For this reason most aspects 
of McLoughlin’s later career can best be discussed in the introduction to 
the final instalment of his dispatches to London. ‘Two topics, however, 
may be dealt with to advantage here, since the bulk of the relevant letters 
are included in the present volume. ‘These are the controversy that 
sprang up in 1841 between McLoughlin and Sir George Simpson over 
the conduct of the trade on the Northwest Coast, and the murder of 
McLoughlin’s son, John McLoughlin, junior, at Stikine in April, 1842. 

There was no hint of trouble in the air when McLoughlin resumed 
command of the Columbia district in October, 1839. On the contrary, 
his relations both with Simpson and with the Governor and Committee 
were particularly cordial, and he returned to his post with extended 
authority, wider responsibility, and increased remuneration. ‘I'wo steps 
of importance to his district had been taken while he wasin London. The 
first was the conclusion of an agreement in February, 1839, between the 
Hudson’s Bay Company and the Russian American Company concerning 
their trading operations and territories on the Northwest Coast. Under 
its terms the Hudson’s Bay Company secured a ten-year lease of the 


1 It is a pleasure to acknowledge my indebtedness to Mr. E. E. Rich and Miss 
A. M. Johnson, who have made every effort, despite war-time conditions, to make 
material in the Archives of the Hudson’s Bay Company freely available; to Dr. 
Burt Brown Barker, of Portland, Oregon, and Mr. Willard E. Ireland, of 
Victoria, B.C., for the use of extensive notes compiled from the papers in the 
Archives of the Company; and to the late Judge F. W. Howay, of New West- 
minster, B.C., for his kindness in placing at my disposal his file of original letters 
from John McLoughlin, junior. 

2 For the text of the agreement see E. H. Oliver (ed.), The Canadian North- 
West, Its Early Development and Legislative Records (Ottawa, 1915), Il, 791-6, 
or Alaska Boundary Tribunal, II, “ Appendix to the Case of His Majesty’s 
Government ” (Washington, 1904), pp. 209-12. 
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narrow strip of Russian territory that edged the mainland from the 
Portland Canal to Mount Fairweather, a distance of about 350 miles. 
In return the Hudson’s Bay Company undertook, amongst other things, 
to supply the Russian American Company with certain agricultural 
products. This provision gave rise to the second development of interest 
to McLoughlin. To ensure the production of the required supplies the 
Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company was organized, to take over certain 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s farms, and to develop others. 

McLoughlin was consulted about these and other matters while in 
London, and evidently made an excellent impression. The Governor 
and Committee came to the conclusion that he was peculiarly well fitted 
to carry out their plans, and at a meeting held on February 27, 1839, 
passed the following resolutions: 

“ The great extent of the Columbia District together with its growing 
importance arising from the recent arrangements entered into with the 
Russ. American Fur Company the projected operations of the Pugets 
Sound Agricultural Company and other commercial objects in 
contemplation involving a greater degree of responsibility in the principal 
Superintendence or management of that District than heretofore It is 
resolved that the Chief Factor who shall be appointed to the principal 
superintendence or management of that District shall in addition to the 
emoluments arising from his Chief Factorship be allowed a Salary of Five 
Hundred Pounds p. Annum to commence from the 1st June next. 

“That John McLoughlin Esquire Chief Factor be appointed to the 
principal superintendence or management of the Columbia District.” * 

As soon as he returned to Fort Vancouver, McLoughlin made 
arrangements for taking over the northern sea-coast from the Russians. 
It was a pleasing prospect, for it had long been his ambition to complete 
a chain of trading posts stretching all the way from Puget Sound to the 
far north. The building of Fort Langley, Fort Simpson, and Fort 
McLoughlin had been successive steps toward that end. Chief Factor 
James Douglas was chosen to arrange the transfer with the Russians. 
Leaving Fort Vancouver in the spring of 1840, he took over the Russian 
post at Stikine, and in the course of the summer built a new fort still 
further north, at Taku.? As he returned southward Douglas carefully 
considered the Company’s trading requirements on the whole Northwest 

1{Hudson’s Bay Company Archives] A. 1/61, fo. 51-s1d., Minutes of the 
Governor and Committee. Subsequent classification numbers refer to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company Archives. 

2 The word is variously spelled Taco, Tacow, etc. Officially the post was 
called Fort Durham, but it was rarely referred to by thatname. See p. 209, n. I. 


INTRODUCTION XU 


Coast. He concluded that only one more post was needed—a fort that 
would be frequented by the Indians dwelling in the region of Queen 
Charlotte Sound and the northern half of Vancouver Island. “This area 
was then served chiefly by the trading steamer Beaver; but Douglas was 
concerned lest she should become disabled, and felt, in addition, that the 
trade could be conducted more cheaply from a shore establishment 
situated near the northern end of Vancouver Island.1 

This opinion accorded perfectly with McLoughlin’s own views, as he 
had long contended that the soundest and cheapest policy was to keep the 
Company’s shipping operations reduced toa minimum. He never tired 
of pointing out the superiority of a trading post to a ship from the fur 
trader’s point of view.2 A trading post did not merely visit a locality 
occasionally; it was always there, to furnish a continuous contact with 
the natives. It presented few personnel difficulties. Men were always 
available who could build a fort and take charge of it, whereas the repair- 
ing and navigating of ships were highly specialized trades. McLoughlin’s 
experience with sea captains had been almost uniformly unfortunate, and 
it must be admitted that, on the whole, it continued to be so. Finally, 
the cost of keeping ships in commission seemed to him excessive, especially 
if the duties they performed could be assigned to trading posts instead. 

He nourished a peculiar and bitter prejudice against the steamer 
Beaver—a prejudice that events were to make important. He had never 
wanted her, could see no virtues in her commensurate with her running 
expenses, and regarded her as an unnecessary and costly encumbrance. 
However as she was there, and as his instructions assumed that she would 
be kept in commission, he had perforce to use her. No doubt he was 
relieved, in view of the cost of repairs, to note that at the conclusion of his 
report on the Northwest Coast Douglas remarked that she was “ in a 
state of the highest order, looking above and below, as smooth and neat 


1 For Douglas’s report see B.223/b/28, fos. 40-51, Douglas to McLoughlin, 
Mctober I, 1840. See p. 24, nN. 1. 

2 See H[udson’s] B[ay Company] Sferies], Vol. IV, E. E. Rich (ed.), Tze 
Letters of Fohn McLoughlin from Fort Vancouver to the Governor and Committee, 
First Series, 1825-38 (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1941, and London, 
The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1941), pp. Ixxxvi—xc. 


3 Drunkenness was the chief cause of McLoughlin’s troubles. As late as 1845 
McNeill wrote to Simpson: “‘. . . you well know Sir what a precious set some of 
our Officers out here are, Lattie is on shore at Fort Simpson, turned out of the 
Steamer for habitual Drunkness Sangster pulls hard on the bottle and Heath I 
am sorry to say has been very much given to it of late also”. D. 5 /13, McNeill 
to Simpson, February 23, 1845. 
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as the day she left the downs”. True, after five seasons’ running her 
boilers were becoming worn, but the engineers thought that they would 
“stand... two years further service ”’.? 

Actually the Beaver was in worse condition than Douglas thought. 
Only three months later, at the end of December, 1840, Chief Trader 
W. H. McNeill, her captain, wrote to Simpson: “ I am sorry to inform 
you that our Boilers are getting the worse for wear they are giving way 
fast and have been patched in many places...” Continuing, McNeill 
ventured to make a suggestion: “‘... new Boilers have been ordered for 
us but in my opinion if the Beaver could be disposed of or converted into a 
Sailing Vessel the best plan would be to procure a Steamer of 600 Tons 
as the Beaver carrys no cargo ’’.? 

McLoughlin seems to have been unaware that the Beaver’s plight was 
serious until the spring of 1841. In April Captain McNeill returned in 
her from Fort Simpson and reported that she had broken down twice on 
the way, that repairs were expected to take four months, and that even 
then she would only be fit to make one more voyage.* McLoughlin was 
‘‘ extremely disappointed ” with this report, and obviously felt that the 
steamer had served the Company poorly in return for the money she had 
cost. He saw no point in increasing the deficit further, and in his spring 
dispatch to the Governor and Committee urged that she be converted 
into a sailing ship: “‘ the Company ”’, he wrote, “ would derive three 
times the amount by employing her in the way I recommend to what 
would be made by employing her as a Steamer on the Coast...” 4 
Needless to say he made no reference to McNeill’s other suggestion, of 
which he must have been aware, that the Beaver should be replaced with 
a much larger (and therefore still more expensive) steamer of 600 tons. 

Decisions on this and other matters were held up pending the arrival 
of Governor Simpson, who was to visit the Columbia in the course of his 
now celebrated journey around the world. Simpson had not been on the 
coast since 1829, and McLoughlin seems to have looked forward to his 
visit with genuine pleasure. Sir George, as he had recently become, 
arrived at Fort Vancouver on August 25, 1841, and on September 1, he 
left for the Northwest Coast on a tour of inspection. He travelled from 


1B. 223/b/28, fo. sod., Douglas to McLoughlin, October 1, 1840. 

2D. 5/5, McNeill to Simpson, December 25, 1840. 

3B. 223/b/28, fo. 4d., McLoughlin to Simpson, April 7, 1841, See Appendix 
A, p. 260. 
d 4A. 11/51, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, May 24, 1841. 
See p. 39. 
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Nisqually in the Beaver, which had been specially patched up for the 
occasion, and was accompanied by James Douglas, with Captain McNeill 
in command of the vessel. At one time McLoughlin apparently intended 
to go with Simpson himself, and one wonders if much later unpleasantness 
might possibly have been avoided had he done so. 
__ Simpson wentas far north as Taku, completed at Sitka the negotiations 
with the Russians that Douglas had commenced the year before, called 
twice at Fort Simpson, Stikine, and Fort McLoughlin, and returned to 
Fort Vancouver late in October. There McLoughlin learned to his 
dismay that Sir George had decided upon a complete reorganization of 
the coastal trade. Exactly what lay back of Simpson’s decision is still not 
entirely clear, but it seems to have been due chiefly to the agreement with 
the Russian American Company. In Simpson’s view that agreement had 
changed the entire trading picture of the region. It had disposed onceand 
for all of the American ships that had haunted the coast for years, for it 
ended the trade in supplies that had enabled them to operate at a profit. 
It had virtually suspended competition between the Russians and the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, since they now had a clear understanding with 
one another, and had even arranged to exchange certain kinds of furs. 
Competition having vanished, Simpson expected that trading operations 
on the coast would soon amount to little more than the periodical collection 
of furs from the natives, and in his opinion the Company’s establishment 
could be simplified accordingly. He therefore proposed to close all the 
posts in the north except Fort Simpson, which would serve as a northern 
supply depot, and to carry on the greater part of the trade by means of the 
Beaver. 

McLoughlin’s reaction to the news may be imagined. Instead of the 
Beaver disappearing she was to assume a new importance, and he was to 
lose his precious trading posts instead. In addition he was resentful 
because he felt that this most important decision had been made behind 
his back. In a sense this was true, for many of the Company’s ofhcers 
were undoubtedly aware of the plan long before McLoughlin himself 
had any inkling of what was afoot. A conference on the matter had been 
held at Fort Simpson, and those present had included Douglas and 
McNeill, as well as Chief Trader John Work, who was in charge of the 
post. No doubt it was discussed with others as well, for Simpson was an 
accomplished picker of brains, and was in the habit of sifting the ideas and 


1 Tn a letter to McLoughlin dated May 2, 1841, McNeill mentioned various 
things he hoped to do “ before Govr. Simpson and yourself will be ready to 
proceed to Sitka...” These words from the letter are quoted in A. 11/51, 
McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, May 24, 1841. See p. 36. 
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opinions of everyone he encountered. Though McLoughlin’s ignorance 
would appear to be the inevitable result of his decision not to accompany 
Simpson northward, he later accused Sir George of having been “ wanting 
in the courtesy to which the situation he occupied in the Service entitled 
him.”1 Simpson’s comment was: “... in taking the opinions of other 
Gentlemen interested in the business . . . & on the mode of calling forth 
those opinions, I had not the most remote intention of acting 
discourteously towards him...” ? 

Simpson discussed his plan in the lengthy report he addressed to the 
Governor and Committee from Fort Vancouver in November, 1841. 
He wrote in part: 

“The trade of the coast, cannot with any hope of making it a 
profitable business, afford the maintenance of so many establishments as 
are now occupied for its protection, together with the shipping required 
for its transport, nor does it appear to me that such is necessary, as I am o 
opinion that the establishments of Fort McLoughlin, Stikine & Tacow, 
might be abandoned without any injury to the trade, and that the 
establishment of Fort Simpson alone, with the Beaver Steamer, will 
answer every necessary & useful purpose, in watching and collecting the 
trade of the whole of that line of Coast, the transport of the supplies and 
returns to be accomplished in one trip of a sailing vessel from Fort 
Vancouver to Fort Simpson. Under thisarrangement, the Steamer would 
be constantly employed, in visiting the principal trading stations between 
the Quakeolth village in about Lat. 50°30’, to the Northward of 
Johnston’s Straits, & Cape Spencer, the Northern entrance of Cross 
Sound. ‘These stations she could visit at stated periods six times a year, 
which would be sufficiently often for the purpose of collecting the trade, 
and of supplying the Indians, and would be more convenient to the natives 
generally, than the permanent trading establishments now occupied, 
which many of the more remote Indians are unable to visit . . . indeed 
I am of the opinion, that when once the Steam vessel comes into regular 
operation, so as to visit the different trading stations at stated periods, the 
returns of the Coast will materially increase, as it will render our 
intercourse much more frequent with the natives than it would otherwise 
have been, & thereby bring our supplies into more general use among them 
than they now are, & consequently stimulating them to industry.” 8 

. Quoted in D. 4/61, fo. gd., Simpson to Sir John Henry Pelly, November 23, 
1842. 
2 Thid. 


= 2 4/110, fo. 15~15d., Simpson to the Governor and Committee, November 
A TSAL. 
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The new plan would, Simpson estimated, result in a saving of upwards 
of £4,000 per annum. To the objection that the Beaver might meet 
with an accident he replied that the trade could be handled in an emer- 
gency by a shore establishment or sailing ship until such time as she could 
be repaired. He went on to stress the peculiar value of a steamer in the 
coastal trade, and declared that in the event of the loss of the Beaver he 
“ would strongly recommend (notwithstanding a difference of opinion on 
this subject with Gentlemen, for whose opinion I have a very high 
regard) that another steamer should be provided with as little delay as 
possible.”’ 

Earlier in November Simpson had commented upon McLoughlin’s 
attitude in a private note to Andrew Colvile, Deputy Governor of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company: ‘‘ The Doctor is as much opposed to the 
abandonment of the posts on the N.W. Coast, noticed in the General 
dispatch, as he has all along been to the Steamer, & for no other reason 
that I can discover, than that the measure did not originate with himself. 
To do him justice, however, although he never ceases talking about any 
measures which are forced upon him, he nevertheless pushes them when 
determined upon, with as much energy as if his own.”’? 

From this it is clear that Simpson expected that McLoughlin would 
soon become reconciled, and would accept the changes he was making, 
loyally if not gracefully. He seems to have failed completely to com- 
prehend how deeply McLoughlin felt the matter personally. Ata later 
date James Douglas, who all along had enjoyed Simpson’s favour, made 
so bold as to point this out to him in a confidential note: 

“You seem to think that the Doctor is labouring under some 
extraordinary delusion, in regard to that subject, but to me his feelings 
appear perfectly natural and pretty much the same as would be excited in 
the mind of any other person in such circumstances: the slashing 
paragraphs in your report, denouncing abuses on shore and afloat gave 
him inexpressible pain, as they were so many indirect attacks on his 
management, and he lost thereby, in the exact ratio that you acquired 
merit. Insome points of that sort, your remarks were rather severe...” ® 

Meanwhile McLoughlin had held stubbornly to his opinion. Simp- 
son’s plan was diametrically opposed to the conceptions upon which he 
had developed the coastal trade over a period of fifteen years, and he 
refused to regard it with anything but hostility and resentment. More- 


1D. 4/110, fo. 16d. 
2D. 4/113, Simpson to Andrew Colvile, November 15, 1841. 
3D. 5/9, Douglas to Simpson, November 16, 1843. 
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over, Simpson had soon added fuel to the flames by reviving the long- 
standing depot controversy. He broadened his proposals to include the 
building of a new post at the southern (instead of the northern) end of 
Vancouver Island, and this he intended should by degrees supersede Fort 
Vancouver as the Company’s headquarters for the entire region. Both 
he and the Governor and Committee had long wished to see the principal 
depot moved to some point on the Strait of Juan de Fuca or in Puget 
Sound, in order that the annual supply ships might not have to cross the 
dangerous bar at the mouth of the Columbia River. McLoughlin 
had remained a firm supporter of the merits of Fort Vancouver, and de- 
clined to see any advantage in the change. So long as the Columbia bar 
was the chief consideration there was much to be said for his point of 
view; but by 1841 political considerations had become uppermost in 
Simpson’s mind. He was worried by the proximity of Fort Vancouver 
to the Willamette Valley, in which there was already an American settle- 
ment of some size, and he was apprehensive lest the post should be attacked 
and plundered of its heavy stock of supplies. Furthermore, Simpson 
already envisaged the possibility that the boundary line, which remained 
undetermined, might follow the Strait of Juan de Fuca, or even the 49th 
parallel, instead of the Columbia River, as the Company had at one time 
expected. In that event a post on the southern end of Vancouver Island 
would be of the utmost strategic and political importance, as it would 
bolster strongly the British claim to the whole of the island.1 

These matters were still unsettled between McLoughlin and Simpson 
when Sir George left the Columbia for California. As he would not be 
returning to Fort Vancouver it was arranged that McLoughlin*should 
meet him in Honolulu for a last-minute conference. McLoughlin 
reached the rendezvous in the latter part of F ebruary, 1842. A number 
of verbal discussions took place, but Simpson was anxious that the con- 
troversy, as it had by this time become, should be recorded at length on 
paper, for purposes of record and for the information of the Governor and 
Committee. Heand McLoughlin accordingly exchanged a series of letters, 
the most important of which will be found in Appendix A to this volume.? 

McLoughlin had arrived armed with a memorandum that he hoped 
would prove to Simpson that furs could be collected more cheaply by land 
establishments than by ships. He was specially anxious to discredit the 
Beaver, and quoted figures to show that although she had traded furs to a 


‘On this whole question see H.BS., IV, 154-6; and British Columbia 


p 


Historical Quarterly, VII, W. Kaye Lamb, “'The F ounding of Fort Victoria”, — 


pp. 71-84. 
* See Appendix A, pp. 262-88. 
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total value of £13,401 in the five seasons she had been in commission, 
she had lost no less than £4,347 in so doing.! Unfortunately these and 
other similar statements of profit and loss put forward by McLoughlin, 
though prepared in all good faith, were in reality, like his figures relating 
to trading posts, little more than rough estimates.? It is probable that, in 
the final analysis, the Beaver actually cost much less to run than he 
thought, but only a detailed study of the Company’s accounts for the 
period could settle the point. Simpson’s counter contention, though 
never directly stated, clearly was that the expense of operating the Beaver 
was a relatively fixed charge; that it would not increase proportionately 
if the furs she gathered doubled or trebled; and that it was ridiculous to 
say that she would not pay if she made it possible to eliminate two or 
three trading posts. 

Both before and after the meetings in Honolulu the discussion ex- 
tended from the operating costs of the Beaver to her virtues, or lack of 
them. In his report to the Governor and Committee Simpson had 
expressed the opinion that “ her presence . . . [had] had more effect in 
overawing the natives of the Coast and expelling opposition therefrom, 
than any other means that could have been adopted”. At a later date 
McLoughlin retorted that he failed to see how she could be credited with 
having driven the Americans from the coast, since they had withdrawn 
in 1835 and the Beaver had not arrived until the following year. Upon 
another occasion he wrote to the Governor and Committee, with more 
than a suspicion of sarcasm: “... if it is considered necessary from 
political motives to keep up a Steamer on the Coast, it is certain it is more 
advantageous for the Company to keep her up to go about from place to 
place and do nothing else, and carry on the trade with Posts on the Coast, 
than to throw up, as has been done, the Posts and carry on the trade with 
the Steamer...” 5 But Simpson was not alone in placing a high value 
on her services. Perhaps the most interesting of several statements in her 
favour that might be quoted is found in a private letter to Simpson from 
A. C. Anderson, dated at Nisqually two months before Simpson’s arrival 
on the coast: “‘ It is, I know, become quite general to decry the merits of 


1D. 4/111, fos. 84—g1d., McLoughlin to Simpson, February 10, 1842. See 
Appendix A, pp. 334-40. 

2 See H.B.S., IV, lxxvi-lxxvu. 

3D. 4/110, fos. 16d.—17, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, November 
Bs, 184. 

4D. 5/8, McLoughlin to Simpson, March 20, 1843. 


Bip, 222/b/ 31, fo.202d., McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, 
November 20, 1844. 
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that valuable craft, and her utility in the past affairs of the Coast; but, 
with deference to the judgment of others, my own partial experience 
induced me to conclude that it is to the Steamer, chiefly, that we are 
indebted for the recent absence of competition in that direction... In 
such a case it is unfair to estimate the claims of a measure by the narrow 
rules of immediate pecuniary profit: it is necessary to adopt a more 
expanded! view of the question, and to contemplate the probability of 
ulterior advantage, notwithstanding actual preliminary loss may be 
incurred. But I fear the former has been too much the case with the 
Beaver, and that reference has been more frequently had to the state of her 
account current in the Fort Vancouver Ledger, than to the wider field 
of investigation she was justly entitled to demand.” } 

All McLoughlin’s efforts to induce Simpson to modify his opinions 
proved unavailing. On March 1, 1842, he received specific instructions 
to abandon Taku and Fort McLoughlin in 1843, and to proceed with 
the construction of a new depot (subsequently named Fort Victoria) on 
the southern end of Vancouver Island.? Exasperated beyond measure, 
McLoughlin permitted his temper to get the better of him, and charged 
Simpson with having made up his mind about the whole matter before he 
ever came to the coast. He seized upon the fact that the plans for a 
lighter, which it was proposed should be towed by the Beaver, had been 
ordered from England before Simpson left Red River, and contended that 
such a craft was quite unnecessary unless some such scheme as Simpson’s 
was in contemplation.’ Simpson replied that the idea of conducting the 
trade chiefly with the Beaver had never occurred to him until the month 
of October, while he was touring the northern posts. As for the lighter, 
he explained (correctly, as the documents prove) that it had been suggested 
by McLoughlin’s own “ repeated complaints that the Steamer had not 
suficient room for the transport of goods”, and that the idea had 
naturally occurred to him, “ as it would to anyone else who is in the habit 
of seeing Steam tugs towing vessels of all sorts and sizes...” 4 Seeking 
to prove that Simpson was alone in his views, McLoughlin declared that 
all his colleagues but one who could “ pretend to any knowledge of the 


1D. 5/6, A. C. Anderson to Simpson, June 16, 1841. 

7D. 4/27, fos. 3-3d., Simpson to McLoughlin, March 1, 1842. See Appendix 
A, p. 203, 

3B. 223/b/29, fo. 69d., McLoughlin to Simpson, March 1, 1842. See 
Appendix A, p. 275. 


“D. 4/27, fo. 15d., Simpson to McLoughlin, March 3, 1842. See Appendix 
A, p. 281, and pp. 285, 287. 
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business ot the Coast ” agreed with his opinion of the Beaver. Sir George, 
remembering the conference at Fort Simpson,! returned a careful and 
assured reply that McLoughlin must have found annoying in the extreme: 
“|. my opinion as to the expediency of the measures noticed... 
remains unaltered, and is borne out and confirmed by several commissioned 
gentlemen, who from their habits of business, long experience in that 
particular branch, and knowledge of the coast and its localities, are 
entitled to much consideration.” 2 McLoughlin charged further that the 
Governor and Committee were unaware of the great expense of the 
Beaver, and implied that they were being deliberately kept in ignorance 
of the facts. This suspicion was in effect answered by the following 
crisply worded paragraphs, that appeared in a dispatch from the Governor 
and Committee more than a year later: 

‘Much stress has been laid upon the expence of the steamer, as 
compared with that of a sailing vessel, and of the Posts. “This however ts 
taking a narrow and erroneous view of the matter. It was never imagined 
that the expence of a steamer would not exceed that of a sailing vessel, 
but there were reasons which satisfied us, that it was good policy to have 
a vessel of that description on the Coast, and our opinion on this point 
has acquired strength by time. Not the least weighty of those reasons 
was the vast superiority which the Company could not fail to gain over all 
competitors, and as a natural consequence the ultimate suppression of all 
competition. 

“This is an object of first rate importance, and next to it is the effect 
produced on the natives of the Coast, whose treacherous and aggressive 
spirit is overawed by the exhibition of a power, which they cannot 
comprehend, but which they know to be irresistible.” 

Finally, McLoughlin descended to personalities, and ridiculed the 
idea that the various problems involved had been “ fully discussed ”’, as 
Simpson maintained. In the last of the letters written in Honolulu to 
Sir George he wrote: “ I am not aware that these subjects have been 
discussed, as it is perfectly out of the question, to talk of discussion, when 


1 A remark by Douglas is significant in this connection: “ The opinion I gave 
in reference to the change of measures on the Coast, I have at all times firmly 
supported, but it is certain that some of the parties present when the question was 
discussed at Fort Simpson, have since embraced views at variance with those they 
then professed ”. D. 5/9, Douglas to Simpson, November 16, 1843. (Private.) 

2 D. 4/27, fo. 16, Simpson to McLoughlin, March 3, 1842. See Appendix A, 
p. 281. 


3 A. 6/26, fo. 81, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, September 27, 
1843. See Appendix A, p. 310. 
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there are only two persons at the discussion, and one has the power to 
decide as he pleases and does.” ? 

Simpson and McLoughlin had, indeed, come to the parting of the 
ways. The rift between them proved to be fundamental and lasting. For 
years they had corresponded privately as well as officially, but McLough- 
lin ceased to write at this time. Further and more grievous differences 
upon matters of intimate concern to McLoughlin personally were soon 
to follow; but it is important to note that the initial break between the 
two came before those issues were raised, and was occasioned by a dispute 
over trading policy. 

ii 

Simpson and McLoughlin parted in Honolulu never, as it proved, to 
meet again. Sir George proceeded to Sitka, there to await an oppor- 
tunity to sail for Siberia, as he intended to travel to London overland, by 
way of Russia. Before leaving Sitka he decided to pay another visit to 
the Company’s northern posts, one of which, Stikine, was in charge of 
McLoughlin’s son, John McLoughlin, junior. The Cow/itz, in which 
Simpson was travelling, approached Stikine on the evening of April 25, 
1842. The sequel is best described in Simpson’s words: 

“On arrival . . . off the little Anchorage . . . my mind was filled with 
apprehension that all was not right, by observing that both the English 
and Russian Flags on the Fort were half mast high, and that Mr. John 
McLoughlin, the Gentleman left in charge, did not appear on the 
platform; the stillness that prevailed on shore,—one man only belonging 
to the Establishment having made his appearance at the gate evidently 
showing that there was a mournful tale to relate, and on landing, I was 
more shocked than words can describe to learn that Mr. McLoughlin 
was no more, having fallen on the night of the 20/21 Instant ina drunken 
fray, by the hand of one of his own men.” 3 / 

Simpson’s reaction to the tragedy, and the policy he pursued with. 
regard to it, were so directly the result of his opinion of the murdered 
man’s character, and his knowledge of his past, that it is essential to outline 
the life of John McLoughlin, junior, in some detail. 

He was born on August 18, 1812, presumably in the Lac la Pluie 
: 1B. zoe fo. 73, McLoughlin to Simpson, March 7, 1842. See Appendix 

,pazee. 
2D. 4/61, fo. 9d., Simpson to Sir J. H. Pelly, November 23, 1842. 


*D. 4/27, fos. 41-41d., Simpson to McLoughlin, April 27, 1842. See 
Appendix A, p. 343. 
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district, where his father was then stationed. His mother, Marguerite 
Wadin, was the half-breed daughter of a Swiss fur trader.1 Though 
invariably referred to as a half-breed, young McLoughlin himself was thus 
actually a quarter-breed. Nothing is known of his early childhood. In 
the spring of 1822, when John McLoughlin, senior, returned from Europe, 
- the boy was in the care of his great-uncle, Dr. Simon Fraser, who lived at 
Terrebonne, near Montreal.2) McLoughlin placed him in a boarding- 
school at Terrebonne, and he remained there, under Fraser’s guardian- 
ship, when his father was transferred to the Columbia district in 1824. 

Many a fur trader discovered that it was much easier to acquire half- 
breed sons than to establish them successfully in life, and McLoughlin 
was no exception. In 1826 he wrote to Dr. Fraser: “‘ I do not know 
what to do with my Son—what do you think he is fit for—I will be 
obliged to you for your Opinion...” Fraser’s interesting reply is 
found in a letter written more than a year later: ‘“‘ J thought and do still 
think the best thing that can be done for the young man is to make him 
an Indian Trader, but Governor Simpson tells me the Company have 
determined to take none of these Young Men into their service (for 
reasons which he explained to me & which you must know) I do not 
think he would succeed as a Physician, he would haye to go thro a long 
course of studies these boys are remarkable for want of steadiness and 
application, tho by no means deficient in understanding the next thing 
to being an Indian Trader I would advise you purchasing an Ensigncy 
forhim. I think he would make a good soldier he is bold and quick in his 
motions a Commission would cost 400£ to make him a Merchant 
would cost you much more and J think he would not have an equal 
chance of success.” # 

In the same letter Fraser noted the progress young John had made in 
his studies, which seem to have been planned with a counting-house in 
mind: “. . . [By] next fall . . . he will have acquired sufficient Knowledge 
of Arithmetic and Book Keeping to fit him for an other school his 
present master Mr. Neagle cannot teach him any thing else. I make him 
in the meantime read French regularly with my son...1 cannot 
complain of your son tho he is not so much advanced in his education as I 

1 Oregon Historical Quarterly, XXXVI, T. C. Elliott, “‘ Marguerite Wadin 
McKay McLoughlin ”’, p. 344. 

2Ibid., J. L. Chapin (ed.), “Letters of John McLoughlin, 1805-26”, 
i 332. 

3 Tbid., p. 336, McLoughlin to Dr. Simon Fraser, March 19, 1826. 


4Ibid., XXXVII, J. L. Chapin (ed.), ““ McLoughlin Letters, 1827-49 es 
p- 46, Fraser to McLoughlin, April 20, 1827. 
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expected when I wrote you last Spring the truth is I was too sanguine.” 
Regarding his plans for the boy’s immediate future Fraser wrote: 
‘Governor Simpson has promised to assist me in looking out for a place 
for him in Montreal which cannot be before next Spring [1.e., the spring 
of 1828] ... whilst writing in Counting House he will attend some 
evening school... .”’! Simpson was evidently as good as his word, for 
John was established in Montreal by July 1828. Presumably he had 
found employment, but a brief note written at the time to his great- 
uncle merely states that he was “learning Book Keeping and the 
French grammar ”’.? 

In spite of Dr. Fraser’s warning that he did not think that John would 
succeed as a physician, McLoughlin, senior, determined to send him to 
Europe to study medicine. What lay back of this decision we do not 
know. Most probably, McLoughlin, like many fathers, was anxious to 
give his son the opportunity that he himself had desired most and had been 
denied. It is possible that the suggestion came from McLoughlin’s 
brother David, who was by this time a successful physician practising in 
Paris and Boulogne. In any event David agreed to take charge of the 
boy, and John McLoughlin, junior, sailed from Quebec on October 26, 
1829, bound for Paris by way of London.? He was then 17 years of age. 

For some years John made steady if unspectacular progress with his 
studies in Paris. In February, 1833, he wrote to his great-uncle: 
“‘ Since my last letter I have passed the examination of Bachelier es lettres 
and passed it with credit As soon as I left the room every gentleman said 
that it was myself that had passed the best of the whole. I answered to 
every question put to me by the examinators I was so perfect on it that 
it is impossible to be rejected.” Encouraged by this success he was work- 
ing industriously in preparation for higher examinations, and hoped to 
enter a hospital during the summer.‘ In a later letter to a cousin he 
wrote: “If I fail it will not be by want of hard application I devote the 
whole day in studying. I am sorry I did not apply [myself] as I ought to 
have done when I was a boy... I regret every moment I lost.”> ‘The 


1 Oregon Hist. Quar., XXXVII, 46-7. 

2 Tbid., p. 48, McLoughlin, junior, to Fraser, July 2, 1828. 

3 Ibid., p. 48, McLoughlin, junior, to Fraser, October 25, 1829; A. 16/60, 
fo. 86, Commissioned Officers’ Ledger. 

4 Ibid., p. 49. It will be noticed that John’s familiarity with French was in- 
fluencing the construction of his sentences in English ; but if his letters, as printed, 
have been accurately transcribed, he never learned to write French correctly. 


5 Tbid., p. §r, McLoughlin, junior, to John Fraser, August 8, 1833. 
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same year Dr. David McLoughlin sent this glowing report to John 
McLoughlin, senior: ‘“‘ I have great pleasure in telling you that your Son 
has since your last letter given me Great satisfaction he has taken to his 
studies with an Ardor and with a tenacity which shows he is not acting 
under the spur of the Moment but from conviction and from a sincere 
desire to profit of the Advantages he has _ if his Zeal for Study continues 
and that he throws the Whole of his mental faculties into the scale he 
must succeed in distinguishing himself.” + 

From these heights John fell suddenly and disastrously in the spring of 
1834. The details remain obscure. Misconduct of some kind, which 
David McLoughlin felt it necessary to report to John’s father, caused a 
preliminary coolness between uncle and nephew. ‘This was evidently 
patched up; but a second and final break followed quickly. All that is 
known about the matter is summed up ina single sentence in a letter from 
John McLoughlin, senior: “... I did not Expect when I learned that 
my Brother [David] had handed his letter to me of March 1834 to John 
to Read that he would have shown such Want of respect to me and 
Ingratitude to my Brother for pardoning the trouble he had given him as 
only Four Days after this to commit an act (my Brother does not write me 
what it is and he ought to have done so) Which obliged my Brother to 
send him away...” 

Soon after this mysterious and unpardonable offence David McLough- 
lin sent John back to Canada, where he passed the summer of I 834 with 
Dr. Simon Fraser, at Terrebonne. Later John moved to Montreal, the 
intention being that he should resume his studies there, but he was soon in 
trouble again. It was necessary to trust him with money, and his waste- 
fulness angered and alarmed his great-uncle. By the spring of 1835 Dr. 
Fraser had lost all patience with him, and had decided to send him to his 
father. He instructed John to call upon Chief Factor James Keith, 
superintendent for the Hudson’s Bay Company at Lachine, “ and request 
of him as a particular favor to procure you a passage to Fort Vancouver 
Columbia river.” ? The passage was refused, and Fraser thereupon deter- 
mined to send John to his brother, Alexander Fraser, who had retired 
to the seigniory of Riviére-du-Loup-en-Bas. In a letter to the Hon. 
George Moffatt, agent of John McLoughlin, senior, Fraser explained 
that it was intended that he should “ remain there till next fall, when if he 
meets with my brothers approbation he will come to Montreal to attend 


1 Oregon Hist. Quar., XX XVII, 62-3. 
2 Ibid., p. 56, McLoughlin to Fraser, February 14, 1836. 
8 Ibid., p. 53, Fraser to McLoughlin, junior, April 12, 1835. 
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the Medical Lectures A Degree or Diploma from McGill College will 
carry equal weight with one from Edinburgh.” Continuing, he repeated 
the doubts he had expressed years before: “. . . I am greatly apprehensive 
that our protege cannot be trusted out of sight, he possesses considerable 
abilities but cannot be made to study. A physician must study as long as 
he lives, his toils never end. John McLoughlin in my opinion ts a very 
improper person for a Physician, you will ask what is to be done, I really 
do not know.” 1 

John McLoughlin, senior, remained in ignorance of these events for 
many months. When the news finally reached him he was torn with 
anger, humiliation, and disappointment. He declined to have any direct 
communication with his son, but through Moffatt and Fraser offered him 
a last chance to make good. If he would mend his ways and devote 
himself to his studies, McLoughlin was prepared to set aside £150 per 
annum to enable him to take his degree. Otherwise Fraser was to give 
him only “ any small sum necessary to take him out of the Country”. ? 
It was a generous offer, for McLoughlin had spent at least £700 on his 
education in France %—a vast sum to lavish ona youth with John’s back- 
ground—and he was justified when he wrote: “ There never was so far 
as I know a Young Man from this Country who had so fine a Prospect to 
begin life with and now he has thrown it away.” 4 

But John did not mend his ways. He spent the winter of 1835-36 in 
Montreal amusing himself and neglecting his studies. Dr. Fraser gave 
him no money and wondered how he supported himself. Late: it became 
apparent that he did so by running into debt. He was actually under 
arrest when Moffatt, yielding to his pressing entreaties, settled with his 
creditors in April, 1836.5 About the same time he turned once more to 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. The result is recorded in one of his father’s 
letters: “‘ Goy. Simpson writes me John applied to him for a passage to 
this Country which he refused that he then asked to Enter the Service, 
which was also refused. Is he such a fool as to suppose that people 
will Engage a person in this Service who has shown so Untractable a 
Disposition. ..”’& Yet in spite of everything, as late as February, 1837, 


1 Oregon Hist. Quar., XX XVII, 54, Fraser to Moffatt, April 24, 1835. 

2 Ibid., pp. 56-7, McLoughlin to Fraser, February 14, 1836. 

3A. 16/60, fos. 86, 87, 223, Commissioned Officers’ Ledger (entries in 
McLoughlin’s personal account). 

* Oregon Hist. Quar., XX XVII, 60, McLoughlin to John Fraser, February 
14, 1836. 

® Ibid., pp. 61-2. 

§ Ibid., 62, McLoughlin to Fraser, February 4, 1837. 
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McLoughlin repeated his offer to help John complete his medical course 
if only he would apply himself to his studies. 

By that time, however, unknown to McLoughlin, events had taken an 
entirely new turn, for John had joined a filibustering expedition. It was 
led by James Dickson, who styled himself General Dickson, a strange 

-and unbalanced character about whom very little is known.1 In 
Washington and New York, in the winter of 1835-36, he had professed 
to be seeking recruits for an army to aid the Texans in their struggle for 
independence. Actually he seems to have had in view a much more 
personal ambition. A little later he assumed the title “‘ Liberator of the 
Indian Nations ”, and, in the words of Dr. Grace Lee Nute, “ intimated 
that his design was to go by way of the Great Lakes to the Red River 
colony of the Hudson’s Bay Company, to secure there an army of half- 
breeds, and . . . make an attack on Santa Fé. With the booty there to be 
obtained, he proposed to set up an Indian kingdom in California, for 
which, of course, he should be ruler and his officers statesmen.” ® 

The prospect was not without allure, and Dickson enlisted a number of 
men in Canada. They included John McLoughlin, junior, who was one 
of several recruits secured by Dickson from among the half-breed sons of 
prominent fur traders. McLoughlin’s companion throughout the 
adventure was Charles McBean, son of Chief Factor John McBean, and 
Alexander R. McLeod, junior, was another of the party. 

McBean and McLoughlin left Montreal in the middle of July, 1836. 
Dickson’s expedition, consisting of sixty men, assembled in Buffalo and 
sailed thence on August 1 in a chartered schooner, bound for the Sault. 
Just beyond Detroit, on the night of August 20, the schooner was over- 
taken and seized by the Sheriff, who charged that several cattle had been 
stolen and killed by persons on board. Both the passengers and crew 
denied the charge, but Dickson found it expedient to settle the claim for 
$150.3 The incident is important because a highly coloured account of 
it, under the heading “ Pirates on the Lakes ”’, appeared in the Detroit 
Daily Advertiser of August 23. This caught the watchful eye of Gover- 
nor Simpson when he arrived at Lachine from the west, in the first days 
of September. If Dickson’s party had got as far as Detroit, it was 


10On the Dickson expedition see Mississippi Valley Historical Quarterly, X, 
G. L. Nute, “ James Dickson: A Filibuster in Minnesota in 1836 pp. 127= 
40; ibid., pp. 173-81, “ Documents Relating to James Dickson’s Expedition ”’ ; 
Minnesota History Bulletin, 1V, G. L. Nute (ed.), “ The Diary of Martin 
McLeod”, pp. 351-439; Minnesota History, XVU, G. L. Nute, “ John 
McLoughlin, jr. and the Dickson Filibuster”, pp. 444-7. 


2 Minnesota Hist. Bull., VV, 352. 8 Ibid., p. 364. 
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conceivable that it might eventually reach Red River, and Simpson took 
prompt steps to ward off and prepare for such an eventuality. 
On September 4, he wrote to Alexander Christie, Chief Factor in 
charge at Fort Garry: “ I am in hopes this arrest [at Detroit] may change 
their plans and prevent their going into Red River where they would 
occasion much excitement and give an infinity of trouble: but should 
they push their way thither, I have to beg that you give them no 
countenance, assistance or facility of any Kind; on the contrary that you 
will endeavor to change their plans, set them at variance with each other 
and break up the party. “Towards this end you may engage McLoughlin 
as a Clerk and Surgeon in the Service at £100 p. Ann. for 3 years & 
McLeod as an Apprentice Clerk on the usual terms and by detaching 
them you will have less difficulty in managing the others.”1 “These 
offers Simpson repeated in cordial personal letters addressed to young 


McLoughlin and McLeod. The note to McLoughlin read: 
Dear SIR “* LacHInE 7th Septr. 1836 


On my arrival here two days ago my attention was drawn to an 
extract from the Detroit Advert. of 23d Augst. copied into the New 
Y ork Papers and at same time was informed that you and young McLeod 
were among the Party therein alluded to. I am extremely concerned to 
find that you have got into such difficulty and fear you are engaging in an 
enterprize that is not likely to be productive either of honor or profit. 
Your Father requested me by letter last Spring to endeavor to procure a 
situation in the Service for you, and the retirement of one of our Medical 
Gentlemen this season afforded me the agreeable prospect of being able to 
meet his views & to be useful to you by getting you appointed to the 
vacancy occasioned by that Gentlemans retirement. I need therefore 
scarcely say that the information I received here in regard to your 
movements occasioned much concern. 

I shall by this conveyance write to Mr. McDonel [Judge John 
McDonell] of Detroit to request his assistance towards the liberation 
of yourself and young McLeod from confinement if you give him your 
word of honor that you will forthwith break off all connexion with the 
Enterprise which has led you into your present difficulties and if you will 
meet me here next Spring say about 25th April you will be appointed to 
the situation before mentioned. 

I remain Dr. Sir &c. &c. 
(sgd.) Geo. Simpson ”? 

1D. 4/22, fos. 74d.—75, Simpson to Christie, September 4, 1836. 

2'D.-4/22; fo: 7O: 
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The Dickson party had, of course, already been released. It was at 
Sault Ste. Marie when Simpson wrote these letters. Owing to desertions 
and illness the membership had dwindled from sixty to twenty but the 
survivors pressed on, with McLeod and McLoughlin still amongst the 
number. Five dreary weeks were required to travel the length of Lake 
-Superior, the trip being made in extremely bad weather in a common 
bateau. Surprisingly, great hopes and grand illusions survived this 
ordeal, and McLoughlin, who had previously been a captain, announced 
with pride in a letter to his cousin that in recognition of his exertions 
he had been given a commission as major in the cavalry.1_ He ordered a 
new uniform forthwith, and was much concerned about its details: “... the 
coat must be red work with silver lace on the chest and collar with large 
silver epauletts and two pair of pantaloons . . . with gold lace on the sides. 
In fact just an English Life guard dress do not be afraid of the Expense. 
I shall pay it.” ? 

The party reached Fond du Lac on October 22. Moving overland it 
travelled so slowly that it did not arrive at Red Lake until December 1. 
By that time food was short and the outlook bleak. Ten days later 
McBean and McLoughlin, approaching the end of their tether, decided to 
turn back; but in the end they changed their minds and struggled on.? At 
last on December 20, the Liberator of the Indian Nations and his handful 
of followers found food and warmth in the Red River Settlement. There 
for all practical purposes the expedition ended; and, as Simpson had antici- 
pated, both McLeod and John McLoughlin, junior, accepted the appoint- 
ments he had offered them in the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

In June, 1837, the Council of the Northern Department appointed 
McLoughlin surgeon at Fort McLoughlin, but his father stationed him 
at Fort Vancouver instead. There he spent the next three winters. In 
the spring of 1838 he travelled to Norway House with John McLoughlin, 
senior, who was leaving the Columbia on furlough, and in 1839 he again 
accompanied the brigade across the Mountains.5 At Fort Vancouver he 
was evidently employed as a clerk or accountant, for he wrote to his 
cousin: ‘ I do not believe that there is an office in Montreal that has so 
much to doas ours. Weare in it from 4past 6 in the morning till nine at 
night. I have learned more in the way of transacting business here than 
I should have done in Montreal in the same space of time.”’ ® 


1 Oregon Hist. Quar., XXXVII, 66. 2 Tbid., p. 59. 

8 Minnesota Hist. Bull., 1V, 393. 

4 Oliver, The Canadian North-West, Il, 767. 

5 Oregon Hist. Quar., XXXVII, 66, 68. 

6 Tbid., p. 69, McLoughlin, junior, to John Fraser, March 15, 1840. 
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When Fort Stikine came under the control of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany on June 1, 1840, it was placed in the charge of William Glen Rae, 
who, in 1838, had married a daughter of Chief Factor McLoughlin. 
Possibly for this reason John McLoughlin, junior, was assigned to Stikine 
as Rae’s assistant. Early in 1841 Rae was recalled to Fort Vancouver, 
and young McLoughlin found himself in charge of the post and its turbu- 
lent staff of twenty men. ‘There is no reason to think that he received 
the appointment through any favouritism on the part of his father. 
McLoughlin stated later that he appointed him simply and solely because 
he was the best person who happened to be available. The truth seems to 
be that McLoughlin, junior, had done well in the fur trade, in spite of the 
escapades in Paris and elsewhere that seemed to confirm the widespread 
impression that no half-breed ever amounted to much. He had attained 
some standing in the Company’s service, and had the reputation of being 
a good disciplinarian. Nevertheless his father seems to have been 
determined that he should not remain with the Company. In 1844 he 
asserted that it was “‘ well known ” that when the son’s contract expired 
he “‘ intended . . . that he should Leave the country and go some where 
Else to shift for himself.’ + 

For the first few months he was in charge at Stikine John McLoughlin, 
junior, enjoyed the companionship of a congenial and competent assistant, 
Roderick Finlayson. ‘Then in September, 1841, Governor Simpson, in 
the course of his tour of the Northwest Coast, felt it necessary to transfer 
Finlayson to Fort Simpson, leaving McLoughlin to manage the post 
virtually single-handed. “Thereafter tension between McLoughlin and 
his men mounted steadily, to reach a climax in the tragedy of April, 1842. 


ill 

It is clear that when Simpson came to investigate the murder he quickly 
concluded that John McLoughlin, junior, had simply reverted to type. 
He remembered the disgraceful episode in Paris (the details of which he 
probably knew), the idle squanderer of money in Montreal, and the 
Dickson filibustering expedition. He wrote later to the Governor and 
Committee: “ I am constrained to say, that from what Mr. McLoughlin 
[senior] knew of his son’s previous conduct, he ought never in my opinion 
to have been placed in charge of Stikine.” 2 Simpson accepted, as being 


Ait 5/10, McLoughlin to Simpson, February 1, 1844. See Appendix A, p. 
37°. 


* B. 223/b/29, fo. 27, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, January 5, 
1843. See Appendix A, p. 351. 
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sufficiently near the truth as made no difference, the men’s story that young 
McLoughlin had taken to drink, and that they had been driven to revolt 
by his threats and violence. Parenthetically it may be noted that Simpson 
was aware that the murder posed an awkward problem legally. It had 
occurred in Russian territory, and the Russian authorities at Sitka had no 
‘criminal jurisdiction. The theory that the crime had been committed 
under extreme provocation, or in self defence, might, under such circum- 
stances, prove convenient. 

Time was pressing, and Simpson contented himself with securing from 
half a dozen of the men voluntary depositions describing the alleged state 
of affairs at Stikine, and the murder itself. As these seemed to indicate 
that the fatal shot had been fired by one Urbain Heroux, Simpson took 
Heroux with him when he returned to Sitka, and turned him over to the 
Russian authorities, pending an investigation. Having done this, he felt 
that he had done all that was necessary or expedient. In his view an 
elaborate inquiry would merely bring the misdeeds of young McLoughlin 
into the limelight, and, incidentally, attract much unfavourable attention 
to the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

On April 27, just before he left Stikine, Simpson wrote two letters to 
John McLoughlin, senior. One of these, an official dispatch that 
informed McLoughlin of the murder of his son, and summarized con- 
ditions at Stikine, is printed in Appendix A.1 Its tone is definitely un- 
sympathetic, and considering the circumstances the wording is frequently 
harsh in the extreme—only less ruthless, indeed, than that of Simpson’s 
report to the Governor and Committee. One or two passages from the 
latter are worth quoting, both for purposes of comparison, and because 
they show how completely Simpson had accepted the evidence in the 
depositions, and the finality with which he had made up his mind as to 
what had actually happened at Stikine. Writing early in July, 1 842, he 
said: ‘‘From the information I collected, it appears that Mr. 
McLoughlin’s conduct and management, during the past year, were 
quite disgraceful; that he had become a slave to licentiousness and 
dissipation, that his treatment of the people was exceedingly violent & 
oppressive, and very frequently cruel in the extreme, and that, the 
business intrusted to his charge was entirely neglected... in short, 
profligacy, waste of property and disorder characterized the management 
of Stikine during the past year...” On the subject of the murderer he 
added that “‘ there was every reason to believe that the fatal shot was fired 
by a Canadian named Hereux, but under circumstances that in my 


1 See Appendix A, pp. 343-5. 
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humble opinion, would in an English court of Justice be pronounced 
justifiable Homicide.” } 

Simpson’s second letter to McLoughlin was a private note that 
unfortunately has been lost. It is known, however, that its purpose was 
to persuade McLoughlin not to press for an inquiry, and this is borne out 
by the only sentence from the letter that appears to have survived. It 
reads: “* J have no Doubt on my mind that Urbain Heroux fired the fatal 
shot But I think it is better not to bring it home to him.” 2 The motive 
that lay behind this note is not far to seek. Simpson foresaw that the 
Russians would care nothing about the murder, and it was certain that no 
one would care about Urbain Heroux. If McLoughlin did not insist on 
raising a hue and cry the whole matter might therefore end, for practical 
purposes, there and then. 

McLoughlin first heard of the murder in the early days of June, when 
the Cowlitz arrived from the north with Simpson’s letters and copies of 
the depositions taken at Stikine. He knew the men involved much better 
than Simpson did, and a careful examination convinced him that the 
depositions were a tissue of lies and exaggerations. Writing to the 
Governor and Committee later in the month he made it clear that he had 
no intention whatever of letting the matter drop. He quoted the sentence 
from Simpson’s private note already cited, and continued: ‘I do not 
understand what Sir George means but if he means to say the murderer is 
not to be prosecuted I must Dissent from Sir George and without any 
feelings but those of a Desire to see Justice Done I will do all that I can” 
to Investigate this to me most painful affair so as to ascertain the truth and 
that justice may take its course...” He pointed out how arbitrary and 
superficial Simpson’s inquiry had been, and the readiness with which he 
had accepted the charges made against his son. This observation 
McLoughlin was to repeat on many occasions, notably in a dispatch to 
Simpson himself, in which he minced no words and wrote: “.. . instead 
of conducting the examination so as to endeavour to find out what had led 
to the murder; you conducted it as if it had been an investigation into the 
moral conduct of the Deceased, and as if you were desirous to justify the 
conduct of the murderers. . . ”’4 


D. 4/110, fos. 98d.—g9, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, July 6, 
1842. 


* Quoted in B. 223/b/29, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, June 
24,1842. See p. 43. 
3 Ibid. 


*D. 5/8, McLoughlin to Simpson, March 20, 1843. 
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McLoughlin discussed with special bitterness Simpson’s action in 
transferring Roderick Finlayson to Fort Simpson. True, two of the men 
at Stikine were supposed to be qualified to act as assistants in his stead, but 
McLoughlin contended that both were unreliable and well nigh useless. 
Thomas McPherson he described as “ a poor soft half Breed Lad who out 
of charity had been sent to that place to be Employed in the store ”, and 
little better could be said of Philip Smith. By leaving him alone, Simpson, 
in McLoughlin’s opinion, had placed his son in an impossible and most 
dangerous position, and he declared roundly to the Governor and Commit- 
tee that he had come to his “‘ untimely End in consequence of Sir George’s 
own most injudicious arrangements. . .”* 

Even as McLoughlin wrote his dispatch, additional evidence was 
coming to light. At Stikine Simpson had discharged one of the men, 
Pierre Kanaquassé, as he was satisfied that he had been guilty of an earlier 
attempt to shoot John McLoughlin, junior. Kanaquassé arrived at Fort 
Vancouver on his way out of the country; but McLoughlin decided to 
send him to Fort Simpson to be held for further investigation. For con- 
venience, Kanaquassé was kept for a time on board the schooner Cadboro, 
and in the course of a cruise he suddenly volunteered to tell the story of 
the murder to Chief Factor James Douglas. Douglas wrote out his 
statement in narrative form 2 and sent it to McLoughlin, who decided at 
once to meet the Cadboro at Nisqually and examine the man personally, 
The inquiry was held with some formality. “Uhe officers in attendance 
included Douglas, Chief Trader Donald Manson, and Captain McNeill. 
The Rey. Jason Lee was also present. The-deposition taken was of 
considerable length, and each question and answer was carefully written 
down at the time. 

McLoughlin himself described Kanaquassé as being “ one of the 
Greatest villains in the country . . . whom necessity alone has obliged us 
to Employ ”.3 In spite of this his story for the most part rings true, and 
appears to be much the best account extant of what actually happened at 
Stikine. Possibly because he was such a villain Kanaquassé seems to have 
viewed the murder with curiously little emotion or fear of consequences, 
and neither delicacy nor apprehension appears to have made him hesitate 
to answer questions. 


_ 1B. 223/b/29, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, June 24, 1842. 
See pp. 44, 52. 

2B. 223/b/29, fos. 48-53, “ Pierre Kanaquassé’s Narrative... On Board 
Schooner Cadboro 21 June 1842.” 


3B. 223/b/29, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, June 24, 1842. 
See p. 46. 
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His evidence goes far to dispose of the charges against John McLough- 
lin, junior. He could quote no instance in which a man had been 
punished without some cause, and he admitted that although he had seen 
McLoughlin “ elevated ’’ he had never seen him drunk. He revealed 
the chief reason for the enmity that had grown up between McLoughlin 
and his men: McLoughlin kept them, as it were, confined to barracks. 
He would neither permit them to receive Indian women within the post, 
nor leave the fort themselves at night. As he was of necessity off duty — 
some hours of the day, a group of the men—Thomas McPherson amongst 
them—had been in the habit both of “ scaling the Picquets ”’ and of 
indulging in thieving from the stores in order to secure blankets and 
trinkets for their dusky maidens. Lastly, and most important, 
Kanaquassé explained that McLoughlin’s murder was premeditated. 
Sometime in the autumn of 1841, after Simpson’s visit, McPherson had 
drawn up and all but one of the men had signed a paper “ agreeing to 
murder... Mr. McLoughlin if he was not removed from the charge of 
Stikine.”1 The matter was freely discussed amongst the men; guns 
were even kept loaded in readiness for the great moment; Kanaquassé 
himself admitted that he had not once but on three separate occasions 
attempted to shoot McLoughlin. Philip Smith was quoted as saying that 
he did not “care for killing him more than a Dog.”? It is scarcely 
surprising that McLoughlin became aware of the plot; Kanaquassé even 
stated that the evening before the murder he was heard to tell his wife 
that he was to be killed that night. 

McLoughlin forwarded Kanaquassé’s narrative and deposition to the 
Governor and Committee on August 19. In the accompanying dispatch 
he reiterated that he had “decided on thoroughly investigating this 
affair’, and pointed out that it was essential that he should do so, quite 
apart from personal considerations. The murder had imperilled the 
morale of the Company’s service and the safety of its officers: “... 
without doubt if this melancholy affair is passed over, and not thoroughly 
examined, we will soon have more of them...”’ He pointed out the very 
different light the new evidence threw upon the character and conduct of 
his son, and in a postscript reminded the Governor and Committee that 
“if P. Kanaquassé’s deposition is true, the depositions made before Sir 
George Simpson are false and must lead to a very erroneous decisiun...’’ 4 

Meanwhile McLoughlin had sent Chief Trader Manson north with 

* B. 223/b/29, fo. 55d., Pierre Kanaquassé’s Deposition, July 16, 1842. 

* Ibid., fo. 58. 

*B. 223/b/29, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, August 19, 
1842. See p. 67. 4 Ibid., p. 68. 
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snstructions to examine all the men at Stikine and to take to Sitka all those 
whom he suspected of being in any way implicated in the murder. This 
was only the first of the innumerable steps taken in the matter by 
McLoughlin, most of which are mentioned in the letters printed in this 
and the succeeding volume. Every person who might be able to give any 


information was questioned: every journal and letter that might furnish 


a clue was gathered at Fort Vancouver. In dispatch after dispatch to the 
Governor and Committee and to Simpson, McLoughlin pressed his case, 
making each new fragment of evidence an excuse for reviewing the entire 
matter at what the recipients soon came to consider wearisome length. 

Perhaps the most interesting documents McLoughlin unearthed were 
the letters written by his son to his immediate superior, Chief Trader 
John Work, at Fort Simpson, and those addressed to Roderick Finlayson, 
his friend and former assistant, after the latter was transferred to Fort 
Simpson. The earliest of the series, written to Work in March, 1841, 
shortly after McLoughlin succeeded William Glen Rae in charge of 
the post, contained the following significant paragraph: 

“I think it my duty to inform you that I shall have a great many 
alterations to make in this Fort in course of next summer, and if no 
exchange of men takes place, I shall not be able to do more than half of 
the work, if it is in your [Work’s] power to remove some of the useless 
hands I should be very thankful, we require men that can do their duty 
but the most part of the men here are not able to make themselves useful 
in any way. I think the demand I now ask is perfectly necessary in order 
to enable me to surround our Fort with new Picquets next summer.” ? 

Three months later McLoughlin was still struggling with the same 
two problems—the defenceless state of Fort Stikine, and the inefficiency 
of his men. Early in June he wrote to Work: 

“ Since I had the pleasure of writing you last I have managed to get 
new pickets to one side of the Fort—not without much trouble. The 
more I see of the men the more I have tocomplain of them. Iam obliged 
to mark every thing that is to be done—if not I am sure that it will be 
spoiled I have tried them in every way—and I am sorry to say that it is 
from my strict discipline that I get them to attend to their duty. If I 
had men that understood anything about wor I should have had the Fort 
surrounded by this time.” ? 


1 McLoughlin, junior, to Work, March 3, 1841. The original letter is in the 
collection bequeathed to the Library of the University of British Columbia by 
the late Judge F. W. Howay, of New Westminster, B.C. 

2 McLoughlin, junior, to Work, June 3, 1841. The original of this letter is 
in the Howay Collection. 
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Simpson paid a first flying visit to Stikine on September 20, 1841, and 
left there a travelling companion, Chief Factor John Rowand, who was 
indisposed. “Ten days later he was back again, with the unwelcome news 
that Finlayson was to go to Fort Simpson. McLoughlin realized at once 
the predicament in which the transfer would place him, and wrote in 
distress to Work: “ I am sorry to say that Mr. Finlayson is taken away 
from this post to your place—and the one [McPherson] that is left in 
his place will never answer the purpose—he is a fellow that has no 
education—so you may judge in [what a] state my mind is—but I shall 
endeavour to do the Best of my abilities to give the best satisfaction until 
some young gentleman is sent. It was the wish of the governor so I had 
nothing to say.” 

Thereafter young McLoughlin’s letters were written in pairs—an 
official dispatch to Work would be accompanied by a personal note to 
Finlayson. Both alike reveal his mounting anxiety over the state of 
affairs at Stikine. On December 2, he reported to Work: 

“T am daily on the look out for our Steamer to see what sort of a 
Trader I am going to get, if he is no better than the two assistants I have 
now, the company must find another gentleman to take charge of this 
post as I [have] determined to leave. I have had scarcely any rest, night 
and day I am up—it is to much for one and my constitution cannot stand - 
it in such a troublesome place as this post is—two gentlemen is requisite in 
case one should get unwell. I have not yet renewed my contract till I see 
what assistant I shall get.” 

A remark in the letter written to Finlayson the same day shows that 
the strain of his position was beginning to tell upon him: “ Iam happy to 
tell you that the Gallery is finished and when I get the Blue devils I can 
now stretch my legs at nights.” Another sentence proves that he was 
aware that the men were plotting his destruction: “...I am still 
amongst the living of this troublesome post though reports says that I am 
going to be dispatched to the Sandy Hills—all that does not trouble me 
much—but it keeps me on my guard.” $ 

The succeeding letters were written in F ebruary, 1842. They dealt 
chiefly with the Indians, who had been more actively hostile than usual. 
Young McLoughlin reminded Work that he intended to leave if he were 
not given a competent assistant: “It is impossible for me to be 


1 McLoughlin, junior, to Work, October 2, 1841. H.B.C. Archives, John 
McLoughlin, jnr., Folder. 


? Ibid., McLoughlin, junior, to Work, December 2, 1841. 
2B 2ouc t, McLoughlin, junior, to Finlayson, December 2, 1841. 
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everywhere.” 1 ‘To Finlayson he wrote: ‘“¢T wish with all my heart to 
see you at Stikine again—for the two that has been left cannot do as 
Traders or will they ever become one. I have had all the troubles that a 
man could have since I have been alone.” ® 

Scattered phrases in the last letter available, a note to F inlayson dated 

February 26, 1842, reveal again the tension and strain of life at Stikine: 
“I have had enough to attend to—I cannot trust to no one—lit 1s 
enough to make one take a disgust to the concern . . . their never was an 
establishment on this coast so little attention paid to as this place is and 
where are the natives so troublesome? . . . I am sure if it was some other 
gentleman they would not be [left] so destitute as I have been... . do 
send by Quatkie [the Indian messenger] a few newspapers or Books: ....1 
do not know what to do in the evening when I cannot sleep.” * 

Having mustered his evidence from many sources, John McLoughlin, 
senior, set about demolishing the case against his son. In answer to the 
assumption that he was a drunkard, McLoughlin was able to prove on the 
authority of Rae and Finlayson that certain specific incidents cited in the 
original depositions were fabrications. He was able, moreover, to show 
that his son’s personal liquor allowance had been found practically 
untouched after his death. The charge of drunkenness cannot in fact be 
substantiated with any authority from contemporary documents. It is 
noteworthy in this connection that no mention of liquor is found in the 
accounts of the escapades in Paris and Montreal, and Dr. David 
McLoughlin “ Knew of no single instance” in which McLoughlin, 
junior, became intoxicated.4 Similarly, McLoughlin was able to show 
that no charge of terrorism or ill treatment of the men had been advanced 
that would survive thorough investigation; and he pointed out the 
extreme difficulty of the position in which his son had been placed: 
‘© Thad sent the most turbulent of our men to that Post, as Mr. Rae 
and the deceased being strict men could keep them in order without 
having recourse to extreme measures, as many others would require... .’”5 
None of the men were old hands, and eight of the twenty had only been 
in the Columbia district since 1839. Certain of them had been sent 


1H.B.C. Archives, John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder, McLoughlin, junior, to 
Work, February 14, 1842. 

2B. 201/c/1, McLoughlin, junior, to Finlayson, February 14, 1842. 

3 Ibid., McLoughlin, junior, to Finlayson, February 26, 1842. 

a 5/10, McLoughlin to Simpson, February 1, 1844, See Appendix A, 
P 35°: 

5D. 5/8, McLoughlin to Simpson, March 20, 1843. 
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to Stikine chiefly because its position was such that “ they could not 
desert ””.1 

Nor was Simpson’s charge that the affairs of Stikine were in an irregular 
state found to be correct when the papers were examined. The post 
journal was written up to April 19; the accounts were neither in disorder 
nor in arrears; a careful check of the inventory revealed a discrepancy of 
only about £10, which McLoughlin declared to be the smallest in his 
experience of the fur trade. Furthermore, McLoughlin recalled that 
Simpson himself had brought back glowing reports after his first visits to 
Stikine: ‘‘... that my son was one of the smartest young men in the 
Country, [and] that he had found everything in better order about the 
Establishment under his charge than at any place on the Coast...” ? 
Admittedly McLoughlin spoke from memory, but it is worth noting that 
in a letter to Finlayson in which McLoughlin, junior, spoke of 
Finlayson’s departure and of the difficulties that had assailed him since, 
he remarked: “I am sure that all this comes from our having had the 
Fort in such good order when the great Folks passed.” § 

McLoughlin, senior, recalled Simpson’s words because they had been 
spoken both to justify the removal of Finlayson, and (according to 
McLoughlin) to reassure him when he expressed anxiety about his son’s 
safety if left alone at Stikine. He insisted, with fanatical perseverance, 
that the transfer of Finlayson had been the direct cause of the tragedy, and 
as Simpson had made the transfer he held him responsible for his son’s 
death. Had McLoughlin known it, he was not entirely alone in this 
opinion. John Work, writing privately to Simpson only a few months 
after the murder, remarked, in reference to Finlayson: “‘ I am convinced 
had he remained at Stikeen the catastrophy there would not have taken 
place.” 4 Knowing Work, we may assume that the remark was made in 
all innocence; but it was scarcely tactful under the circumstances. 

A word must be said in this connection about the curious case of Chief 
Factor Rowand. As already noted, he spent about a fortnight at Stikine, 
recuperating from an illness, and was there when Simpson arrived and 
transferred Finlayson to Fort Simpson. McLoughlin later contended 
that after Rowand’s return to Fort Vancouver he had repeatedly expressed 


*D. 5/10, McLoughlin to Simpson, February 1, 1844. See Appendix A, 
p- 364. 

* B. 223/b/31, fo. 206, McLoughlin to the Governor and Committee, Novem- 
ber 20, 1844. 

3B. 201/c/1, McLoughlin, junior, to Finlayson, December 2, 1841. 

4D. 5/7, Work to Simpson, July 5, 1842. (Private.) 
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fears for the safety of hisson. McLoughlin assumed that this anxiety had 
arisen, like his own, from the unreliable character of the men at Stikine. 
When he so stated to Simpson, however, Sir George replied as follows: 
“«_. Mr. Rowand has clearly explained to me, that his fears were 
founded not on any symptoms of insubordination among the men of the 
_fort but on his personal recollections of your late son’s intemperate habits 
& his ungovernable violence while under their immediate influence,—in 
short, that fearing a relapse, he dreaded a collision between your late son 
& the natives...” But McLoughlin himself had questioned Rowand 
on the subject; and in his next dispatch to Simpson quoted in full the 
letter he had received in reply. Rowand’s statement read in part as 
follows: ‘‘ The fact is that I did not see the deceased take a Single Glass 
while I was at Stikine and as for Beating his men I saw nothing of the 
kind I was told while there that some fellows upon watch were found 
asleep. I must say I thought It strange to Leave the deceased as he was 
left but I never dreamed he was in danger of losing his life by his own men 
no far from that But hearing what kind of Indians he had to deal with I 
thought it was not safe for one Gentleman to be left alone however I said 
nothing of what I thought on the subject Except remarking that the lad 
McPherson was not a fit person to act as second [in command] . . .” * 
Simpson thereupon wrote to Rowand: “ As the communication 
which you verbally made to Mr. Chief Factor McLoughlin with respect 
to the danger of his late son’s position at Stikine, has become a subject of 
correspondence between that gentleman and myself, I shall feel obliged 
by your stating, to the best of your recollection, the precise words you 
employed on the occasion in question.” $_ To this demand poor Rowand, 
eager to avoid adding a single word to either side of the controversy, made 
no clear-cut reply. Of conditions at Stikine he merely said: “ The fact 
is if the Deceased had misbehaved I was too sick to pay attention to any 
thing at all.”” And he added, with obvious sincerity: ‘“ I wish I had acted 
as some of my Columbian friends, they took great care not to touch upon 
goat affair at all...’ 4 
Throughout McLoughlin’s prolonged onslaught Simpson clung 
tenaciously to the position he had first assumed. Any concessions he 
made were either carefully qualified or related to minor details. “This is 


1D, 4/28, fo. 60d., Simpson to McLoughlin, June 21, 1843. 

2D. 5/10, McLoughlin to Simpson, February 1, 1844. See Appendix A, 
p- 355- 

2D. 4/31, fo. 81d., Simpson to Rowand, June 15, 1844. 

41D. 5/12, Rowand to Simpson, August 16, 1844. (Private.) 
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well illustrated by the brief and biting letter he addressed to McLoughlin 
from Fort Garry in June of 1843. In it he held firmly to the view that 
the prime cause of the tragedy had been the personal failings of John 
McLoughlin, junior. Simpson insisted that he had sought to rule by 
terror, with fatal consequences, “ for severity, though it may temporarily 
amend a servant’s behaviour, must yet permanently corrupt his 
disposition’. The so-called conspiracy, in Simpson’s view, was merely 
the signing of “a petition to be presented to me for the removal of your 
late son”; and the conduct of Heroux the murderer still appeared “ to 
have been dictated rather by the instinct of self-preservation than by 
premeditated malice ”.1 His attitude toward McLoughlin, senior, 
personally is expressed in the last paragraph of a dispatch written the 
following year: ‘ In conclusion permit me to say, that through the whole 
of this painful business you have, naturally, I admit, but unadvisedly, 
sacrificed your judgement to your feelings.” ? 

The murder and the resounding clash between McLoughlin and 
Simpson in which it resulted were a source of much concern and embar- 
rassment to the Governor and Committee. Regardless of their personal 
opinions on the matter, the policy they would have to pursue was, of 
course, a foregone conclusion. Simpson was as nearly indispensable to 
the Hudson’s Bay Company as an individual could be, and to repudiate 
his views on so important a matter publicly was out of the question. 
There was the further complication that the controversy occurred at a 


1D. 4/28, fo. 61-61d., Simpson to McLoughlin, June 21, 1843. 


2D. 4/31, fo. 85, Simpson to McLoughlin, June 14, 1844. In spite of the 
stand he took, it is clear that Simpson privately instituted various inquiries about 
matters relating to the murder. As late as August, 1844, he was seeking informa- 
tion about Urbain Heroux’s past record in Three Rivers. The reply he received 
was as follows: “ In compliance with your request of 7th Instant, I beg leave to 
State with regard to Urbain Herroux, he belongs to an honest family, but he was 
allways a wild fellow and adicted to Liquor, he got himself into bad Company 
sometime in 1832, and was accused of Breaking into a Store on a warf in this 
town, and he was Convicted of the Felony Charged against him in March 1833, 
and Sentenced to one years imprisonment as appears by the Certificate of 
Conviction, which enclose, a Petition was sent to the Executive Praying for his 
Pardon on Condition that he would leave the Province for three years, which was 
granted his father called on me to engage him for the North, for three years, the 
lad made me promises he would behave himself. Well, I engaged him in April he 
left this for Lachine and embarked in 1833, and came down I believe in 1836, 
and left again in 1837 with Mr. Grant, during his Stay here part of 36 & 37 I 
observed that he was still much adicted to Liquor, as formerly.” D. 5/12, P. 
Burns to Simpson, August 16, 1844. 
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time when a sharp decline in the fur returns from the districts west of the 
Rockies was causing anxiety, and the open quarrel between McLoughlin 
and his superior did not make for efficient management. 

At first the Governor and Committee treated the murder with the 
greatest caution. Their dispatch to McLoughlin dated December 21, 
1842, though written after Simpson had arrived in London, made no 
reference to the matter whatever. The whole question was most care- 
fully considered in January, 1843. McLoughlin’s letters were studied, 
and Simpson was asked for his written comments upon them; but very 
little was said in any public dispatches. Later in the year the additional 
evidence gathered by McLoughlin began to arrive; and in the privacy of 
their inner sanctum and confidential communications opinion began to 
swing away from Simpson’s interpretation of the tragedy. In June, 1843, 
Archibald Barclay, Secretary to the Governor and Committee, wrote 
privately to Simpson as follows: 

“ T need not say any thing about the new light thrown on the murder 
of Young McLoughlin at Stikine since you were there, as you will have 
seen the depositions taken in the case. The crime was clearly long 
premeditated and if ever men deserved hanging, Urbain Heroux, Pierre 
Kanaquasse, and the scoundrel McPherson, ought to be strung up. It is 
evident that the charges of habitual intoxication and excessive severity 
were trumped up after the deed was committed as a screen to the villany 
of the culprits. The depositions are to be sent to the Govr. of Sitka and 
the sanction of our Governt. obtained for his dealing with them according 
to the Russian law. . .” 4 

Surprisingly, a more concise and reserved version of this statement was 
included in the regular dispatch to Simpson, dated the same day.? 

Barclay became much interested in the murder, and examined every 
scrap of evidence that came his way as carefully as even McLoughlin 
himself could have wished. In September, 1843, he wrote to Simpson a 
second time, and his remarkable frankness must have caused Sir George 
some uneasiness until he reached the reassuring phrases towards the end 
of the letter. “Turning from other matters to the murder, Barclay wrote: 

“‘ With respect to the Stikine affair I differ in some degree from you in 
some things which it [would] require more time and space than I have at 
present at command to discuss. I have read attentively every thing within 
my reach on the subject and I have come to the conclusion that 
McLoughlin was not a habitual drunkard, that the punishments he 


1D. 5/8, Barclay to Simpson, June 1, 1843. 
4A. 6/26, fo. 67, Governor and Committee to Simpson, June 1, 1843. 
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inflicted on the men although irregular and not perhaps very conducted 
with the due decorum but in an off-hand style (as I fear is too much the 
custom there) were not of excessive severity, and that he was very 
vigilant and strict in keeping the men to their duty day and night. I 
think there was a plot formed to destroy him, that somehow or other he 
had got intimation of his danger, that he knew he was to be put to death 
on the night of the 20th Apl., and that it was in attempting to arrest the 
Canadians implicated chiefly in the plot that he was killed.” 

The character and value of the depositions taken by Simpson at Stikine 
received attention in a later paragraph: 

“The evidence taken since you were at Stikine is no doubt loose, 
irrelevant often little to be depended upon, but it is not nearly so bad as 
that given before yourself at Stikine. That these worthless men should 
after what had happened unite in giving the deceased a bad character is 
natural enough but who can believe them when we see them contradicting 
themselves as they do on other points. . . ” 

This came perilously near to being a complete acceptance of 
McLoughlin’s point of view, with the exception of his contention that 
Simpson was personally responsible for what had occurred. Barclay in 
other respects differed from McLoughlin chiefly in his opinion that, 
since the agreement or petition signed by the men had disappeared, It 
would be impossible to convict them en masse of conspiracy;. and, this 
being so, it was absurd to attempt to hold them all in custody. He did 
agree, however, that a case could be made against both Heroux and 
Kanaquassé, and so informed Simpson, adding: “. .. their punishment 
whether it affect their lives or their liberty would be a most salutory, I 
may say necessary measure under all circumstances—and this is the 
determination which the Board have come to.” 

Relatively little of all this appeared in the public dispatches. 
Simpson had taken so decided a stand that he could not retreat, and the 
Governor and Committee had no alternative but to stand behind him. 
Barclay assured Simpson that McLoughlin had been duly taken to task 
and overruled on a number of points of policy; and it is significant that 
he added: “ He has not been allowed to triumph.” } 

In the light of this letter it is interesting to examine the few paragraphs 
concerning the murder that are found in the dispatch from the Governor 
and Committee to McLoughlin written the same month. Only two 
points are stressed—the impossibility of sustaining a criminal charge 
against all the men at Stikine, and McLoughlin’s personal charge against 
Simpson. The latter is dealt with in these words: 


1D. 5/8, Barclay to Simpson, September 4, 1843. 
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“ We cannot dismiss this painful subject without expressing our regret 
that throughout your letters, relating to it, you should have evinced so 
strong a disposition to throw the blame of your Son’s death on Sir George 
Simpson, without, as it appears to us, the least shadow of reason. 

“The arrangements made by that Gentleman, seemed to him the best 
that, under all circumstances, could be adopted; and although they have 
been so often alluded to as the cause of the fatal event at Stikine, they were 
not objected to at the time either by you or your deceased son. The 
persons placed there were supposed to be fit for their several situations, 
and able to discharge the duties they had to perform. It unfortunately 
turned out otherwise; they proved incapable and worthless, but that was 
not the fault of Sir George Simpson. It only shews he was deceived in 
their characters, but you yourself were equally deceived, although you 
had enjoyed far better opportunities of becoming acquainted with them, 
and when you say in excuse for not protesting against the arrangements 
made, that you were too much occupied about other things, to attend to 
that matter, it is clear that you then entertained no apprehension for your 
son’s safety. You have thus virtually refuted your own charge and 
acquitted Sir George Simpson of any blame that does not equally attach 
to yourself.” ? 

It is tempting, though futile, to speculate upon what might have 
happened if McLoughlin had acted somewhat differently. For the 
sorrow and humiliation the murder cost him one can have nothing but 
sympathy. Nor is it difficult to make allowance for his anger. Barclay 
and others in positions of importance so nearly agreed with him that they 
must have had very considerable respect for his point of view. If 
McLoughlin had only retained a better sense of proportion, and had not 
stressed so persistently the personal issue with Simpson, they might well 
have found means to give that respect practical expression. As it was, 
McLoughlin’s continual coming wearied the Governor and Committee. 
The years slipped by, but his interminable discussions of the topic 
continued. Worse still, new controversies threatened to grow out of the 
old. To cite one example, McLoughlin charged that the men at Stikine 
were unreliable because the men recruited in recent years for the 
Company’s service had been the dregs of the Montreal labour market. 
Simpson retorted that the recruits were poor because McLoughlin’s 
district had such a bad reputation that none better could be persuaded to 
sign up. 

No one became more weary of the subject than the Company’s officers 

1 A. 6/26, fo. 82d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, September 27, 
1843. See Appendix A, p. 312. 
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in the Columbia. Most of them avoided all but the briefest reference to 
the murder, even in their private correspondence; but sufficient com- 
ments survive to reveal the general consensus of opinion. “Two of these 
deserve quotation. Archibald Mcdonald wrote to Simpson from Fort 
Colvile in April, 1843: “‘ The pile upon pile of papers the unhappy 
father has laboured to fill up upon this harrassing question to prove his 
son to have been what in my opinion he was not, is truly astonishing. . . 
I cannot however disguise my dread of the attack that will be made upon 
me this Summer if I go down, to bring me into his own way of thinking 
as I believe is his habitual practice with every one with whom he comes in ~ 
contact. Altogether, I lament exceedingly the Spirit of opposition which 
of late Seems to govern a man that might otherwise make himself 
immensely useful in the present State of things.” } Nearly three years after 
the tragedy, in March, 1845, John Tod wrote to Edward Ermatinger: 
“. . . how the matter will end, is at present uncertain, but assuredly our 
interests can never be well looked after, when two of the first Characters 
in the Country are so much at variance—every allowance ought to be 
made for the feelings of a father, in such a case as this, but I fear the Dr. — 
has not only compromised his dignity in this affair but has also failed to 
excite the Sympathy of the greater part of his friends, from his very 
excess.” 2 
It remains to indicate the fate of the score of men at Fort Stikine. As 
already mentioned, Simpson took Urbain Heroux to Sitka, and Pierre 
Kanaquassé, after being examined at Nisqually, was held at Fort Simpson. 
In July, 1842, McLoughlin sent Chief Trader Manson north with 
orders to take all the men in any way connected with the crime to Sitka. 
This Manson failed to do. His explanation to McLoughlin was that the 
ten men he had decided to detain could not be moved safely in the 
Cadbore, which had a crew of only nine; actually, Manson had probably 
learned sufficient about the circumstances of the crime to realize that a 
case could not be sustained against so many of the men. Much dis- 
satisfied, McLoughlin instructed Chief Factor James Douglas to take the 
men to Sitka; but Douglas contented himself with taking only 
Kanaquassé and one of the other suspects, Francois Pressé. “The rest of 
the men were held in semi-confinement at various posts on the coast. 
For example, while Fort Victoria was under construction, Chief Trader 
Charles Ross, the officer in charge, remarked in a letter to Donald Ross: 
“. .. the murderers still remain in limbo. We for our share have got 
* D. 5/8, Mcdonald to Simpson, April 27, 1843. 
* Tod to Ermatinger, March 10, 1845. Ermatinger Papers (transcript in 
Library of the University of British Columbia). 
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five of them here, under watch and ward, which adds not a little to our 
other embarrassments.” * 

All this time it had been assumed that the Russian authorities would 
take steps to bring Heroux, and probably Kanaquassé, to trial; but late 
in 1843 it became known that they had no such intention. In November 
Sir John Pelly, Governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company, so informed 
Simpson: ‘“ I am inclined to think there will be no trial for Baron 
Wrangel writes me word that the Russian Government cannot take upon 
itself the Trial & punishment of the Crime as It was perpetrated in that 
part of the Russian dominions which are given in Bail to the Hudsons 
Bay Comp. and in consequence orders have been given to Gov. Etholin 
[at Sitka] to send the Men back What the Dr. will do with them I do not 
know or can I conceive but till we hear from him the Comp. cannot do 
any thing. . .”? 

In Barclay’s opinion the Russian attitude was simply “ fudge alleged 
to get rid of the business”. Writing to Simpson, he continued: “ If 
these men cannot be tried by the Russians, what is to be done with them? 
... They might be tried in Canada but what an expense and 
inconvenience to get them and the witnesses transported thither,—and 
what an exposure too! To let them loose without trial would be a most 
dangerous example to others.” Barclay surmised that the question of 
costs lay at the bottom of the matter, and wondered whether it might not 
be best for the Company to put up some money in the hope of having the 
culprits transported to Siberia.* 

Meanwhile Simpson had taken McLoughlin roundly to task for keeping 
so many of the men in custody, had ordered him to release them forthwith, 
and “ no longer to employ the hon. Company’s servants & waste the hon. 
Company’s resources ” in what he was convinced was a fruitless inquiry.* 
McLoughlin nevertheless continued to hold the men on the grounds that 
he had written to London for instructions and must await their arrival 
before taking any action. A few weeks later the Russians at Sitka 
handed over Heroux, Kanaquassé, and Pressé to Manson, and after 
consulting with John Work at Fort Simpson he decided to bring all the 


1 Charles Ross to Donald Ross, January 10, 1844. Original in Archives of 
British Columbia. 

21D. 5/9, Pelly to Simpson, November 3, 1843. 

3 Ibid., Barclay to Simpson, November 18, 1843. (Private.) 

4D. 4/28, fo. 62d., Simpson to McLoughlin, June 21, 1843. 

a 5/10, McLoughlin to Simpson, February 1, 1844. See Appendix A, 
Pe 3°9- 
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men involved in the case south to Fort Vancouver.1 ‘Thoroughly 
incensed by the failure of the Russians to prosecute, McLoughlin 
decided to take matters into his own hands. On his own responsibility 
he sent Heroux and Kanaquassé, accompanied by eleven men whom he 
styled witnesses, to Norway House.? At the same time he sent copies of 
all the documents bearing upon the murder to his agent in Montreal, 
Hon. George Moffatt, with instructions to prosecute if neither the 
Company nor the Crown took action. 

This move brought McLoughlin neither sympathy nor satisfaction. 
‘The legal complexities of the case were much greater than he was willing 
to recognize, and before taking any action in the matter Simpson 
consulted Adam Thom, the Recorder of Rupert Land. The text of 
‘Thom’s opinion is not available, but its tenor is apparent from Simpson’s 
report to the Governor and Committee, the relevant portion of which 
reads as follows: 

“With reference to the prisoners and witnesses alluded to in the 
foregoing par., Mr. Chief Factor McLoughlin has sent across two 
men to be tried on the charge of having murdered the late Mr. John 
McLoughlin as also eleven witnesses and an interpreter, the prisoners 
being respectively a Canadian [Heroux] and an Iroquois [Kanaquassé ] 
and the witnesses consisting of one Scotchman, two Kanaccas and eight 
Canadians and Iroquois. In this unfortunate case, we have had to 
contend with the most serious perplexities, both legal & practical; and 
on each of those two heads I shall briefly submit to your honors the 
result of our deliberations.... To begin with the legal aspect of the 
case, Mr. [Recorder] Thom seems to be clearly of opinion that 
Canada has no jurisdiction beyond the [Rocky] mountains and is 
inclined to think that, though England Proper may take cognizance of 
the charges under the letter of g Geo. 4. Ch.31. 5.7, yet even her 
jurisdiction may have been rendered inconsistent with the spirit of the 
statute by the proceedings in Russia. But further, even if the jurisdiction, 
as such, were not a subject of doubt, it could not possibly extend to any 
other than British subjects; and Mr. Thom would suggest that in all 
probability the Iroquois prisoner [Kanaquassé¢] might not be considered 
a British Subject according to the liberal & indulgent principles of 
penal interpretation. In addition to this view of the position of the 
prisoners, Mr. Thom points out the illegality and injustice of sending 


“2D. 5/11, Donald Manson to Simpson, April 20, 1844. 


_ * Eight of the eleven are listed in D. 4/31, fo. 82, Simpson to The Gentleman 
in charge H. B. Cos. Estab., Lachine, June 15, 1844. McPherson was one of 
the witnesses. Pressé was not sent as he was suffering from an injury. 
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the witnesses, particularly the Scotchman and the Kanaccas, to Canada 
against their own inclination, till they shall be regularly summoned 
under the statute. From all these premises, that gentleman recommended 
as the best practical course, that the prisoners should be permitted to 
pass onward under the original authority, and that the witnesses should 
be disposed of merely in their capacity of servants. But here arose our 
practical perplexities. With regard to the prisoners, Mr. Chief Factor 
McLoughlin had not forwarded any warrant so as to justify the 
necessary restraint during the downward voyage; and after much 
consideration, we saw no other course before us than that of sending the 
two men to Montreal as retiring servants and of intimating their arrival 
at Lachine to the Honorable George Moffatt, whom Mr. McLoughlin 
in the event of our declining to act in the matter, has authorised to 
conduct the prosecution in his name and on his responsibility. With regard 
again to the witnesses, whose wages, excepting those of the two Kanaccas, 
had all been withheld on the alleged ground of a conspiracy to murder, 
a ground which Mr. McLoughlin himself has practically abandoned, 
we necessarily decided that all arrears should be paid; and we further 
resolved, that the Kanaccas should be sent back to the Columbia, that 
the Scotchman, whose period of service had expired, should have the 
option of going home by York Factory or of remaining under a renewed 
contract on this side the mountains and that such of the Canadians and 
Iroquois, as had completed their engagements, should be obliged to 
return to their own country as retiring servants. In the whole case our 
aim has been to assume as little responsibility as possible and at the same 
time to facilitate the prosecution by every means not incompatible with 
the rights and feelings of innocent parties. Neither by this course, nor 
by any other practicable course, can the Hudsons Bay Company expect 
to avoid popular censure in this most untoward business; and if, as I 
firmly believe, the prisoners either escape unpunished or receive at most 
a trifling punishment, Mr. McLoughlin will hardly find in his own 
feelings any compensation for the odium which he will have heaped, and 
the injury which he will have inflicted, on the honorable company. Your 
honors will see, that I have requested Mr. McLoughlin to make up a 
statement of all the expences of the investigation, so that your honors 
may be able to decide whether the burden is to fall on the Fur trade or on 
Mr. McLoughlin himself....”’ * 

For once the Governor and Committee shared Simpson’s opinion. 
Barclay remarked in a private note to Simpson that McLoughlin had 


1 A. 12/2, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, June 21, 1844. 


xlvi INTRODUCTION 


‘acted like a fool ’;! and he warned McLoughlin in a public letter 
that the Governor and Committee regarded the sending of the prisoners 
and witnesses to Norway House as “an irregular and an injudicious 
proceeding ’’ and that they would hold him personally responsible ‘‘ for 
all costs and consequences that may ensue ”’.? 

The end of the story is found in a letter from McLoughlin to Edward 


Ermatinger, dated as late as February, 1846: “...as my only object in - 


prosecuting was to ascertain the truth in a fair Examination of witnesses 
and as it would cost to send the case to England where alone it can be tried 
at Least ten thousand pounds which is more than I can spare I must drop 
proceedings == 


Iv 

As we have seen, Simpson and McLoughlin had already parted 
company over the coastal trade before the tragedy at Stikine occurred. 
Simpson’s attitude towards the murder of John McLoughlin, junior, 
widened the breach between them beyond any possibility of bridging. 

In ordering the reorganization of the trade on the Northwest Coast 
Simpson was clearly within his rights, and McLoughlin’s stubborn and 
cantankerous attitude does him little credit. There is no reason to believe 
that Simpson’s examination of the questions involved had been superficial, 
as McLoughlin repeatedly charged, or that the changes he made were not 
business-like and wise. His reports show that he sensed correctly that the 
old order in the far west, in which the whole life of the country centred 
upon the fur trade, would soon be a thing of the past. Simpson’s problem 
was how best to modify the Company’s trading activities so as to enable it 


to cope best with new conditions. Lumbering, farming, salmon fishing, - 


and even whaling were among the possibilities he considered, and it may 
be noted that all of these were taken into account when he decided to 
transfer the district headquarters from Fort Vancouver to the southern 


* D. 5/12, Barclay to Simpson, August rg, 1844. 

2 A. 6/26, fo.140, Barclay to McLoughlin, November 30, 1844. Judging by 
McLoughlin’s personal account, as recorded in the Commissioned Officers’ 
Ledgers, no costs were ever actually levied against him. 

: McLoughlin to Ermatinger, February 16, 1846, Ermatinger Papers 
(Transcript in Library of the University of British Columbia). For purposes of 
record it may be noted that the body of John McLoughlin, junior, originally 
buried at Stikine, was exhumed by his father’s order, brought to Fort Vancouver, 
and reinterred in the Roman Catholic cemetery there on October 12, 1843. 
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end of Vancouver Island. The simplification of the coastal trade was 
another part of the same picture. 

But if Simpson was right regarding trading matters he was just as 
certainly wrong in his policy following the murder of McLoughlin’s son. 
His action was arbitrary and callous, and constitutes one of the most 
serious blots on his career. Fortunately for him McLoughlin lost all 
sense of proportion in the matter, and circumstances gave the Governor 
and Committee no alternative but to support Simpson, at least in public. 
McLoughlin’s understandable but wearisome repetition of his charges 
became a source of annoyance to his superiors, and his preoccupation with 
the matter soon impaired his usefulness to the Company. McLoughlin 
records that before the end of 1842 Sir John Pelly, Governor of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, wrote to him to this effect: ‘‘... that I must 
make up my Difference with Sir George Simpson or Else I would be 
called on to Retire or have to be moved to another Department. . . ’’? 
In June, 1843, Barclay commented in a letter to Simpson upon the 
inadequate character of McLoughlin’s recent reports: “ McLoughlin’s 
despatches, as you will have seen, are almost wholly occupied with this 
business [the murder], and are exceedingly meagre and unsatisfactory in 
other respects.” 2 By the spring of 1844 the Governor and Committee 
had come to the conclusion that steps would have to be taken to get rid of 
him. 

Other factors in addition to those here dealt with had, of course, 
contributed to this decision, and these will be considered in the introduc- 
tion to the final series of McLoughlin’s letters. But the conclusion will 
remain that the turning-point in McLoughlin’s career came in the spring 
of 1842, when the events here related led to the destruction of the mutual 
understanding and respect that had hitherto existed between McLoughlin, 
Simpson, and the Governor and Committee. 


1A. 10/22, McLoughlin to Pelly, July 12, 1846. 
2D. 5/8, Barclay to Simpson, June 1, 1843. 
3 See for example D. 5/10, Barclay to Simpson, March 4, 1844. (Private.) 


McLOUGHLIN’S FORT 
VANCOUVER LETTERS 


[No address] 28th Feby. 1839? 


Mr. McLoughlin presents his Respects to the Governor and 
Committee of the Honble. Hudson Bay Company and will 
with great pleasure do himself the Honor to dine with them 
on Wednesday 13th March. 


York Factory 8th Fuly 1839? 


To the Governor, Deputy Governor & Committee, 
Honble. Hudsons Bay Co. 


Hons .e. SIRs 

I observe that in reporting on Mr. Clouston’s letter 
dated Stromness 8th Novr. 1838, in regard to Brown’s 
complaint, Mr. Chief Trader Douglas, has forgotten to state 
that Brown was willing to remain if his Wages were 
increased three pounds Sterling p.annum, and he was 
flogged not to make him remain in the Service, but because 
he refused to obey my orders, to go to Fort Langley for his 


1 A. 10/8. This letter isin McLoughlin’s writing. The date of McLoughlin’s 
departure from London for North America is not known, but his account in 
A. 16/61, fo. 145, shows that on February 16, 1839, the sum of £38. 5s. od. was 
paid to the “ Agent of Gt. Western Steam Ship Co. for his Passage to New 
Pork ”’. 

2A. 11/50. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. 
McLoughlin was present at the Council of the Northern Department held at the 
Red River Settlement from June 6-12, 1839, and thereafter, so far as can be 
ascertained with certainty, his movements were as follows: June 22, arrived at 
Norway House ; June 24, left Norway House ; June 29, arrived at York Factory ; 
July 8, left York Factory; July 17, arrived at Norway House; July 23, left 
Norway House for the Columbia in company with the Saskatchewan brigade. 
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Child,! as I felt confident that its life would be lost if it was 
allowed to remain in charge of the person with whom he 
had left it, which I repeatedly represented to Brown, as 
stated by Mr. Chief Factor Finlayson,? and annexed to Mr. 


1B. 223/c/1 (enclosure), Edward Clouston (H.B.C. Agent at Stromness) to 
[William Smith], November 8, 1837 [not 1838, as stated above by McLoughlin], 
“Wm. Brown a Servant of the Honble. Company at Fort Vancouver writes to 
his father under date 19th March last as follows: ‘ I was intend to goe home this 
year, but I was refused, and when I refused to agree or to return back to the place 
where I was at before, I was prisoned, and when I would not consent, they tied 
me to a cannon and flogged me, and treated me most cruelly, and I had to turn 
back against my inclination for no cause’.”” B. 223/b/21, fos. 14-15, Douglas to 
Governor and Committee, Fort Vancouver, October 16, 1838, [Brown] arrived 
at this place, in the spring of 1837, from Fort Langley, a Post several hundred 
miles distant, where, he had been stationed for some years anticedently, and on 
expressing a wish to leave the service, in Company, with the overland Party to 
Hudson’s Bay ... the request was immediately granted ...it was, by some 
means, discovered, that Brown had left a child, an infant under 12 months old, at 
Fort Langley ...it had been resolved, to prevent the departure of any Parent, 
from the Country, unaccompanied by his children. Brown was informed of this 
regulation, and as the tender age of his child disqualified it for a tedious and 
difficult journey he was advised to remain in the service, at his former terms, 
twelve months longer, when the child might be safely removed. To this proposal 
he positively objected and afterwards doggedly resisted every argument used to 
produce a voluntary compliance...” B. 223/c/1, Governor and Committee 
to James Douglas or the officer superintending in the Columbia Department, 
November 15, 1837,“ . . . Brown lays very grave charges against the Authorities 
at Fort Vancouver which it is quite impossible for us to answer, as the case is 
not reported in any of Chief Factor McLoughlin’s correspondence... We... 
have to impress on your mind that we cannot sanction violence or the infliction 
of Corporal Punishment on any of our Servants.” A. 6/25, fo. g9d., Governor and 
Committee to McLoughlin, August 19, 1840, “...’ The case of Brown has led to 
much disagreeable correspondence, laying our management open to vexatious 
enquiries, and had it gone into a Court of Law, it might have subjected the 
concern to disagreeable exposure. The proper way to have dealt with that man, 
would have been to discharge him from the service on the spot, and not given 
him a passage home which would have brought him to his senses; but the corporal 
punishment inflicted was decidedly illegal; and in order to guard against the 
consequences that might have arisen from an investigation of the case in a Court 
of Law, Governor Simpson, acting privately on your behalf, considered it 
expedient to compromise the matter by giving Brown a pecuniary consideration 
of £20, in full of all claims and demands whatsoever.” 

2 Duncan Finlayson. For biographical note see H[udson’s] Bfay Company] 
S[eries], Vol. I, E.E. Rich (ed.), Fournal of Occurrences in the Athabasca 
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Chief Trader Douglas’ report, and in the accompanying 
deposition, of James Logie, and which Brown himself admitted 
when questioned on the subject here. 
I am 
Honble. Sirs 
Your obedt. humble Servant 
Joun McLovucutiin 
Chief factor 


Fort Vancouver 242h Octr. 1839? 


To The Governor Deputy Governor and Committee 


Hon. Hudsons Bay Compy. 


Hownrtr. Sirs 
I arrived here the 17th Inst. I left Boat Encampment 
on the 3d and in consequence of not mecting the Boat from 
Colvile there, (as we were earlier at the Boat Encampment 
than usual) I was obliged to leave half my party, but as I met 
the Boat from Colvile on the 4th and on the 8th sent another 
Boat to them from Colvile, and the party has sufficient 
provision to wait, I expect them only in eight or ten days. 
>. If affords me the greatest pleasure to be able to inform 
your Honors that I find the business in a most prosperous 
state, which does the utmost credit to Mr. Douglas—and 
the other Gentlemen in charge of the different Departments, 
and I entirely agree with Mr. Douglas in the view he takes 
of the business and though I doubt much that we will be 
able to effect any arrangement in the way Mr. Douglas 


Department by George Simpson, 1 820 and 1821, and Report (Toronto, The 
Champlain Society, 1938, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 
1938), pp. 437-8. 

1A. 11/50. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. The 
regular autumn report to the Governor and Committee had just been completed 
by James Douglas (see Appendix A, pp. 205-29), hence the brevity of 
McLoughlin’s dispatch. 
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proposes with the Calefornian Government,’ still we can 
try, and if we are so fortunate as to succeed, it will be a most 
Valuable addition to our business. 

3. With this, I have taken the liberty to send you a Copy 
of the Columbia District Account for Outfit 1838? by which 
you will see that the trading party in the Snake Country under 
Mr. Ermatinger * and the party hunting towards Calefornia 
made better Returns than usual. 

4. I have great pleasure in informing you that our business 
at Woahoo 1s greatly improved, and that Mr. Pelly* is 
becoming better acquainted with the business, Mr. Douglas 
is pleased with Mr. Pelly’s management. This year timber 
and produce to the amount of about 15 M. Dollars will have 
been sent to Woahoo. 

5. The Revd. Mr. Beavers report of Fall 1838,5 was sent 
to York Factory (and I presume is forwarded to you) without 
a Copy being kept for this place. May I request that you 
would order a Copy to be sent to us. 

6. I left an additional Requisition® to be Shipped in 
1839 for Outfit 1840 and requested that a Duplicate of this 
Requisition might be shipped in 1840 for Outfit 1841—and 
to avoid mistake I send a Copy of the Requisition and beg 
to observe that it is not necessary to send it in 1840 as the 
additional Requisition now sent by Mr. Douglas will suffice. 

7. Governor Simpson in his Letter dated Red River, 
20th June 18397 directs me to keep the Nereide and send 


1 Cf. Appendix A, pp. 206-08. 

7B. 223/d/113, Columbia District Accounts Current, outfit 1838-39, fos. 
17d.-19, show a profit on the Snake Party of £253. 8s. 6d., anda profit on the 
Southern Party of £980. 185. 72. 

* Francis Ermatinger. See H[udson’s] B[ay Company] Sferies], Vol. II, E.E. 
Rich and R. Harvey Fleming (eds.), Colin Robertson's Correspondence Book, 
September 1817 to September 1822 (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1939, and 
London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1939), pp. 212-3. 

4 George Pelly. See H.B.S., IV, Bae 

° B. 223/b/20, fos. 38-58d., October 2, 1838. See B. C. Hist. QOuar., VI, 
G. Hollis Slater, “ New Light on Herbert Beaver ”, pp- 13-29. 

® This has not been traced. 

“No letter of this date embodying such instructions has been traced. 
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the Vancouver) to England but on arriving here I found that, 
in pursuance, of your Instructions to Chief Trader Douglas, 
in your letter of 31st October 1838,2 the Nereide had the furs 
on Board, and was on her way to Cape Disappointment, and 
the Vancouver almost loaded with timber and Salmon for 
Woahoo; to have recalled the Nereide unloaded her and 
also the Vancouver, and fitted up the latter with Boxes to 
stow the furs would have detained her till the South West 
Winds set in, when perhaps she would not have had a chance 
to go over the Columbia Bar before February; therefore 
under these circumstances I considered it most proper to 
let her go home with the furs—and as you mention in the 
21st Paragraph of your letter of 31st Octr, 1838,, it 15 
preferable that the three Vessels in the Columbia District 
be of the same size &c. the Nereide carries little more than 
Half the Cargo of either the Columbia or Vancouver, draws 
much more water, and requires as many men as either. 
I Remain 
Honble. Sirs 
Your most Obt. & very humble Servt. 
Joun McLoucuiin 
C.F 

1'The barque Vancouver was built for the Hudson’s Bay Company by Messrs. 
Green, Wigrams & Green of Blackwall, in 1838. A. 6/25, fo. 13, Governor and 
Committee to Douglas, October 31, 1838, “ The Vancouver has been built with 
great care and of the best materials expressly for the Columbia service; she is of 
the same class as the Co/uméia and possesses an union of good qualities, being well 
adapted for cargo of an easy draft of water, possessing all the properties of a good 
sailer, and in appearance every thing that is desirable.” She was wrecked whilst 
entering the Columbia River on May 7, 1848. Her officers and crew were 
saved, but the Columbia supplies for 1849 were lost. 

2A. 6/25, fo. 12d., Governor and Committee to Douglas, October 31, 1838, 
“The Nereide, we observe, has been seriously injured by the accident that 
occurred to her on the Columbia bar in Septr. last: the repairs she has undergone 
may have rendered her perfectly sea worthy, but as from her great draft of water 
she is not found well adapted for river navigation and the coasting trade we have 
determined on disposing of her, you will therefore, if in a seaworthy state send 
her home with the returns of next year, dispatching her from the Columbia river 
on or before the 1st Octr....and retaining the Vancouver now about to be 
dispatched, under the command of Capt. Duncan, who with his officers and crew 
are engaged for Ship or Ships and for general service for a term of five years.” 
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Fort Vancouver 26 October 1839 1 


To The Governor Deputy Governor & Committee 
Honble. Hudsons Bay Compy. 


Hons e. Srrs 

There is a demand at Woahoo for Spars and Timber 
of 40 feet, but we cannot send either in the Vessels hold, 
in consequence of our Vessels having no raft Port,2 and I 
am afraid if I get one made here, it would vitiate the Insurance. 
Will you please inform me if I could get a raft Port Cut in 
any of our Vessels Coming from London, when they have 
none, and I beg to observe it would be very necessary that 
Raft Ports were made in all the Vessels Coming here for the 
purpose of enabling us to ship long Timber &c. to the 
Islands. 

I Remain 
Honble. Sirs 
Your most obedt. & very humble Servant 


* B. 223/b/23, fo. 19. This unsigned duplicate letter is in a clerk’s writing. 

> 'W. Burney (ed.), 4 New and Universal Dictionary of the Marine . . originally 
compiled by William Falconer. ..(London, 1830), p. 278, “ RAFT-PORT 
. ..a square hole cut through the buttock, and sometimes in the bow of some 
merchantships and naval transports, immediately under the counter, to load and 
unload the planks or pieces of timber for transportation; and which on account 
of their great length, could not be received on board otherwise.” A. 6/25, fo. 
105, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, August 19, 1840, “ The Port 
of the Cow/itz, which is as large as it can well be, without weakening the vessel, 
will be found sufficient for any ordinary sized timber you may have occasion to 
Shipyc:c 
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Fort Vancouver 237d May 1840* 


The Governor Deputy Governor & 


Committee Honble. Hudsons Bay Coy. 


HonBLE. SIRS 
Since I wrote to the Governor and Council of the 
Northern Factory on the 20th March? I received intelligence 
from the North West Coast and I am happy to be able to say 
that the business of Fort Simpson and McLoughlin is going 
on well but it is my painful duty to inform you that the 
Establishment of Fort Langley was burnt to the ground on 
the night of the 11th Ult. and every thing destroyed except 
the ammunition and some trading goods. By this sad 
disaster the Company have lost Furs to the amount of £958 
Invoice valuation and provisions and goods to the amount 
of £404 Invy. valuation besides the loss caused by the 
derangement of the business of the place, however the 
ammunition and goods which were saved will enable Mr. 
Yale to go on as usual with the Fur trade, but the salmon 
trade and Farm will suffer severely. 
I send you a copy of Mr. Yales first letter® to me 


1B. 223/b/27, fos. 16d—-17. This duplicate letter is in a clerk’s writing. 

2’'The letter addressed to Governor Simpson. See Appendix A, pp. 229-36. 

8 James Murray Yale, See H.B.S., I, 473-4. B.223/b/28, fo. 28, Yale to 
McLoughlin, Fraser River, April 15, 1840 “ The fire burst forth from the 
Blacksmiths shop, and the wind blowing fresh from that quarter, the whole range 
of buildings on that side were in flames in less than two minutes after the fire was 
observed, but we still for a moment hoped to save the Big House, and an effort 
was made to that effect, but alas in vain; and it was with much difficulty and 
risk that we were enabled to save the Goods. Bte. Brulé our new Hand used to 
cook and take his meals in the Blacksmiths Shop, and slept in one of the Bastions 
and this sad calamity is solely to be attributed to his want of care in not having 
taken the precaution to quench the fire before retiring to his sleeping place. . . e 
See Transactions of the Royal Soctety of Canada, Third Series, XXX, R. L. Reid, 
“ Economic Beginnings in British Columbia”, pp. 89-108, or B.C. Hist. Quar., 
I, R. L. Reid, “‘ Early Days at Old Fort Langley ”, pp. 71-85, and ibid., “ Fort 
Langley Correspondence”, pp. 187-94. 
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conveying the unfortunate intelligence, which reached this 
on the 26th Ult. 

Mr. Chief Trader Douglas who left this on the 26th Ult. 
with thirty three men to embark at Nisqually on board the 
steamer to proceed to the Coast met Mr. Yales messenger 
on the Cowelitz Portage and in consequence of this 
intelligence most properly put into Fort Langley and writes 
on the 4th May that Mr. Yale had already erected a 
Stockade of 108 x 70 feet within which he was encamped. 
Mr. Douglas writes since our arrival we have finished a 
Bastion he had also began and squared the wall pieces 
sills & beams of a new building 48x24 feet his aid is 
not pressingly required and Mr. Yale writes me on the 
6th Inst. and seems in no way to apprehend danger from 
the natives. 

On the 11th May the Vancouver Capt. Duncan ® sailed 
from this with a full cargo of goods received by the Columbia 
for the Russians, wheat sent them from this and the Outfit 
and remaining men p. the Establishments on the N.W. 
Coast north of Fort Langley. 

The Columbia Capt. Humphreys® with a cargo of wood to 
the amount of £1525.1.6 and an Outfit for the Calefornia 
market left this place she is on her way down the river on 
the 19th Inst. Mr. Alex. Simpson 4 proceeds in the Columbia 
and after she has delivered her cargo for Oahu he will proceed 
in her to Calefornia for a cargo of sheep. 

I am happy to be able to inform you that every other 
branch of the business goes on in the usual way and in regard 
to the vessel on her way for this as mentioned in the I $th 


* Douglas was on his way northward to take over the Russian American 
Company’s fort at the entrance of Stikine River (cf. p. 209, n. 1), and to establish a 
post at Taku River, in accordance with article one of the agreement of F ebruary 6, 
1839 (see p. 25, n. 3, and p. 27, n. 2). The original diary of his trip, beginning 
April 22, 1840, is in the Archives of British Columbia. See B.C. Hist. QOuar., V, 
W.E. Ireland, “ James Douglas and the Russian American Company, 1840”, 
Pp: 53-66. 

* Alexander Duncan. See H.B.S., IV, 343. 

* Charles Humphreys. See Appendix B, pp. 391-2. 

“See Appendix B, pp. 404-6. 


NOVEMBER 17, 1840 9 


paragraph of your Honors Despatch Getto pene. 39) ol 
consider it is best for her to come here. 
[ am 
Yours Honors 
Most obedt. & humble servt. 


(Signed) Joun McLoucu in 


Vancouver 17th Nov. 1840? 


E. Roberts Esq. 
Hudsons Bay House London 


DEAR SIR, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favour to Govr. Simpson of 18th Decr. 1839 * in reply to 
mine dated York Factory 9th July 18394 I am sorry to see 
that both you and the Governor misunderstood me as in 


1A, 6/25, fos. 43d.-44, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin or the 
Officer in charge at Fort Vancouver, September 14 (and not September 4, as 
stated above), 1839, ““ We purpose engaging another vessel to take the remainder 
of the Indent to leave England early in December, she will be filled up with goods 
and Agriculturists for the Pugets Sound Company [see H.B.S., IV, 138n.], 
further supplies for the Columbia, and probably some for the Sandwich Islands, 
but we shall not finally decide on these points till we have seen Mr. [George] 
Simpson, who writes he will be in England on the 1st November, we have 
however to mention, that if you deem it more advisable for the hired vessel to 
proceed in the first instance to Pugets Sound with the Agriculturists and Stores for 
the service of that Company, you will if practicable transmit to Mr. Pelly at the 
Sandwich Islands instructions for the guidance of the Captain.” The vessel 
which eventually sailed early in January, 1840, was the chartered ship Forager, 
see p. 19, N. 2. ; 

2B. 223/b/27, fos. 55d.-56. This duplicate letter is in a clerk’s writing. 
According to A. 6/25, fos. 145 and 149, McLoughlin also wrote a private letter 
on this date to the Governor and Committee on the subject of Roman Catholic 
Missions in the Columbia District, and a letter dated May 30, 1840, but neither 
originals nor copies have been traced in the Company’s archives. 

3 Edward Roberts, accountant. See Appendix B, pp. 401-2. 

4’'These letters have not been traced. 
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1822 at York Factory Council! resolved not to put made > 


up articles in the country on inventory such as Axes &c. but 
only the actual articles of which they were made so as to 
diminish the amount of interest but I have had no opportunity 
to examine the accounts since then till in 1839 when I found 
that the different gentlemen in charge of York Factory 
since that date have never followed the resolve and it was to 
them and not to you to whom my remark alluded as you of 
course took these details as they were forwarded to you 
these gentlemen have carried their absurd system so far as 
to put wooden tent pegs & tent poles on Inventory as you 
may see by referring to the inventory of the place it 1s a 
trifle and not worth mentioning but to point out the 
irregularity of those gentlemen and when I spoke to Messrs. 
Christie? & Hargrave® they told me they did so because 
their predecessors did it the truth is it is Mr. McTavish 4 
who was in charge of York Factory at the time the resolve 
was made and it is evident it was he who first deviated from 
or rather did not comply with it and I hope this will convince 
you that I never had the least idea of questioning your part 
in the account. 
Iam Dear Sir 
Your Obdt. humble Servt. 
(Signed) Joun McLoucuiin 


1'There was no minute in 1822 recording this resolution. See [Hudson’s]} 
B[ay Company] S[eries], Vol. III, R. Harvey Fleming (ed.), Minutes of Council 
Northern Department of Rupert Land, 1821-31 (Toronto, The Champlain 
Society, 1940, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1940). 

* Chief Factor Alexander Christie. 

3 Chief Trader James Hargrave. See G.P. de T. Glazebrook (ed.), The 
Hargrave Correspondence (‘Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1938). 

4 Chief Factor John George McTavish. See A.B.8., I, 456-7. 
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Vancouver 17th Nov. 1840? 


E. Roberts Esq. 


-Hudson’s Bay House, London. 


Dear SIR, 

I notice what you state in yours of 3rd Jany.? last in 
regard to Mr. George Pellys account and can only observe 
that this dificulty in great part arises from changes being 
made in the accounts after they leave us I am induced to 
believe this by seeing an account come back by which it 
would appear we are indebted to Mr. Charlton £70 which 


certainly is not the case and arises as I am given to understand 


from his having been credited 6/- p. Dollar when we allowed 
him 5/- the real value of a Dollar at the Islands and you may 
depend Charlton was fully paid or else the Company would 
have heard of it. As to Mr. Pelly the difficulty has arisen 
from not taking this account from us as from our situation 
we are better situated to make it out correctly however to 
bring the affair to a close I settled it last year and we now 
start on a new principle the Sandwich Islands is on the 
footing of one of the Districts of this Department? and in. 
point of fact the accounts of this department would be easier 
managed if they were sent to London without going through 
the Books at York. 
I am Dear Sir 
Your Obdt. humble Servt. 
(Signed) Joun McLoucuiin 


1B.223/b/27, fo. 56-56d. This duplicate letter is in a clerk’s writing. 

2'This letter has not been traced. 

8'This was according to the 62nd resolution of the Council of the Northern 
Department for 1840. See Oliver, Canadian North-West, I, 809. 
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Fort Vancouver 20th Novr. 1840! 


To The Governor Depy. Governor & Committee 
of the Honble. Hudsons Bay Coy. London 


Hons te. Sirs 
As Mine of 23rd May last was to proceed by a chance 
conveyance of course I was obliged to be as brief as I possibly 
could I now do myself the pleasure to inform you that the 
Columbia delivered her cargo in excellent condition and I 
am happy to find by your Dispatch of 14th Sept. 1839 2 that 
the able report of my friend Mr. Chief Factor Douglas on 
the affairs of this District, in his Dispatch 18 Octr. 18383 
has been viewed by your honors in the light it so well 
deserves as mentioned in your 2d Paragraph. 
2. Par. 3 I have informed William Canning by Message 
that you instructed me to pay him the Balance due the late 
Alexr. Carson? I have received no answer but when he 


applies he will be paid. 


* B. 223/b/28, fos. 58-65. This duplicate letter is in a clerk’s writing. 

* A. 6/25, fo. 42, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin or the Officer in 
charge at Fort Vancouver, September 14, 1839. 

3 See H.B.S., IV, 236-68. 

4See Oregon Hist. Quar.. XXXIX, A. B. Maloney, ‘‘ Alexander Carson, 
Wilhamot Freeman”, pp. 16-21. B.223/c/1, Carson to McLoughlin, Fort 
Vancouver, August 12, 1829, “As I am on the Eve of starting for the Snake 
Country I have to request in case of any Accident happening to me that you will 
please pay to Mr. William Canning or Order any Sum or Sums of Money which 
may be due to me by the Hudson Bay Company and also give him all and 
Whatever Effects you may have in your possession appertaining tome”. The 
letter was written by McLoughlin and Carson signed witha cross. The witnesses 
were P. S. Ogden, J. E. Harriott and George Barnston. A. 6/24, fo. 120d., 
Governor and Committee to Douglas, November 15, 1837, “The letter 
purporting to be the Will of Alexander Carson in favor of Wm. Canning has been 
laid before Messrs. Slade & Pitcher the Proctors, whose opinion is herewith 
transmitted, for the purpose of being communicated to Canning. By that 
opinion you will observe the Compy. cannot pay over to Canning the balance due 
to the Estate of Carson, the safe return of Carson from the expedition on which he 
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3. I regret that none of us were so situated this summer 
as to make according to your wishes Barometrical 
observations on the heights of Mountains in default of which 
I do myself the pleasure to forward observations made on 
the degree of heat at which water boils at several places 
between this and York by which a nigh approximation is 
made to the Elevation of those places above the level of the 
sea copy of which I sent out last spring, and I will not fail 
to attend to your instructions on this subject whenever an 
opportunity occurs. 

4. As your wrote in your 14 Par. “ we have not sent out 
an Engineer to supersede Mr. Arthur? as it appears rather 
probable from what Mr. C. F. Douglas has written that he 


went in 1829, having in the opinion of the Proctors rendered the instrument in 
question null and void.” See H.B.8., IV, 237. B. 223/b/21, fo. 98, 1 o.all 
whom it may concern. We, the undersigned, inhabitants, of Wallamette, do 
hereby certify, that the late Alexander Carson, at various times, subsequent to 
his return from the Snake Country & immediately preceding his death, stated in 
our presence, that he had bequeathed all his property to William Canning, and 
moreover, that an attested deed declaring his intentions to that effect, was deposited 
in the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Establishment at Fort Vancouver. Witness our 
hands & seals at Fort Vancouver this r2th of October 1838”, signed Pierre 
Bellicque and William Johnson. A. 6/25, fo. 42, Governor and Committee to 
McLoughlin or Officer in charge at Fort Vancouver, September 14, 1839, 
“.. considering the peculiar circumstances under which Carson made the 
Memm. as to the disposition of his property, confirmed by the Certificates... 
transmitted by the Columbia: we have resolved to comply with the express wish 
of the deceased, you may therefore settle the matter by transfering Carson’s 
Balance of £74. 17. 1 Stg. to the account of William Canning.” A. 16/46, fos. 
g5d.—96, Alexander Carson’s account, January 21, 1842, “’To Wm. Canning, 
Balance transferred to his account p. C. F. Jno. McLoughlin’s Lr. 14 Sept. 1839 
eae TIS Ts 

1 These observations have not been traced. A. 6/25, fo. 44, Governor and 
Committee to McLoughlin or the Officer in charge at Fort Vancouver, Septem- 
ber 14, 1839, “ Our assistance has been requested by the Geographical Society 
to make a few observations on the frozen soil within the range of our operations 
in North America, as also in reference to a Barometrical Thermometer intended 
to ascertain the heights of Mountains. . .” 

2 Peter Arthur was in the Company’s service as chief engineer of the steamer 
Beaver from August 24, 1835, to November, 1840. He arrived in England in 
the barque Vancouver in May, 1841. His successor was Joseph Carless. See 


pp. 21 and 30. 
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has seen the error of his conduct and we shall hereafter have 
satisfactory reports of him” I inferred you would not send 
an Engineer this season and instructed Mr. Douglas to 
made a conditional Engagement with Arthur for one year 
if possible as Arthur and his assistant had given due Notice 
of their intention to leave the service this year. The assistant 
Engineer? said he had affairs which called him home but 
Arthur at once agreed to remain and undertook with the 
assistance of a blacksmith to manage the steam Engine. 

5. Par. 24 The Lausanne? Captain Spaulding entered 
the River 16th May with 51 Passengers Men, women 
and children for the Methodist Mission under the charge 
of the Revd. Jason Lee but none of Mr. Tracys*® party 


* John Donald, who joined the Company’s service in August, 1835. 

2 A. 6/25, fo. 51, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, December 315 
1839, “ Govr. Simpson, on his way home from Canada this season, saw Mr. Lee, 
the American Missionary, at New York on rst Octr., who informed him he was 
then on the eve of sailing for the Columbia River with about 30 other Missionaries 
and their families, in a vessel called the Lausanne, especially chartered by the 
Missionary society of Boston for conveying those people, but without any 
merchandise intended for trade with natives or others in that quarter. Mr. Lee 
further informed Mr. Simpson, that a large party, amounting to about two 
hundred souls, contemplated migrating from the State of Massachussets for the 
Columbia River via the Missouri next summer, with the view of becoming 
Settlers on the Wilhamet River.” See Oregon Hist. Quar., XXIX and XX 
J. M. Canse (ed.), “ The Diary of Henry Bridgeman Brewer being a Log of the 
Lausanne and the Time-Book of the Dalles Mission ”. 

° D. 4/106, fo. 20, F. P. Tracey, Secretary of the Oregon Provisional Emigra- 
tion Society, to the Principal Officer of the Hudson’s Bay Company in Lower 
Canada, Lynn, Mass., March 4, 1839, “ I have the honor to inform you that a 
large number of Gentlemen in this section have associated for the purpose of 
Emigration to Oregon. Several thousands will soon be on their way with every 
thing needful for the commencement of a Settlement. Having decided upon 
emigration, we shall be pleased to cultivate friendship with the Hudsons Bay 
Company, if our overtures are met on your part with a disposition like our own. 
We therefore enquire, if the Hudsons Bay Company will treat our emigrants in a 
friendly manner, and assist them as far as is possible with information, direction 
supplies &c. for a reasonable compensation, if we on our part will pledge not to 
engage in the Fur Trade, but to do all in our power to secure a monopoly of that 
trade to the said Company...” A. 8/2, fo. 117, J. H. Pelly (Governor, 
H.B.C.) to the Marquis of Normanby (Secretary of War and the Colonies), 
May 3, 1839, enclosing a copy of Tracey’s letter. A. 6/25, fos. 38d.—39, William 
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came though seven or eight Families came across Land who 
are principally Presbyterian Ministers on the self supporting * 
principle that is who are unconnected with Missionary 
Associations and give out that they trust to their own personal 
means for their support. These Missionaries are at present 
residing with Dr Whiteman nigh Walla Walla looking 
out for suitable situations in the interior to establish themselves. 

6. Par.25 If there was more Prairie Land at the Cowelitz 
it would be possible to encourage emigration to that place 
but the Puget Sound Association ? requires all there is and 


Smith (Secretary, H.B.C.) to F. P. Tracey, London, June 13, 1839, “ 1 am 
directed to acknowledge copy of the letter of 4th March addressed by you to the 
Principal Officer of the Hudson’s Bay Company in Lower Canada . . . I have it 
in command from the Governor and Committee to assure you that it is their 
anxious desire to treat in a friendly manner and to afford assistance to all who may 
come into the neighbourhood of the Company’s establishments, at the same time 
they feel, without a more full explanation of the nature of the Oregon Provisional 
Emigration Society and more defined particulars of what it may require than they 
are in possession of, that it is impossible to give more than the above general 
assurance but if the Society consider it of sufficient importance to appoint an 
Agent residing here or to send one invested with full powers, to enter into an 
arrangement with the Hudson’s Bay Company upon the basis stated in your letter, 
the Governor and Committee are disposed to give the subject the most favorable 
consideration.” Ibid., fo. 43, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin or the 
Officer in charge at Fort Vancouver, September 14, 1839, “ . . . Since our reply 
[to Mr. Tracey] . . . we have not heard further on the subject.” 

1D. 5/6, Pambrun to Simpson, Walla Walla, March 3, 1841, bee HOUr 
more missionaries, self supporters (with little means of so doing) [came] for these 
uper parts. A Rev. Harvey Clarke at their heads. Their original intentions were 
to locate among the Snakes, or southwards towards the limits of Calafornia. 
Having found no suitable place to establish themselves in the Snake Country, and 
in the main time, wanting the means to move to the south, they are at this moment 
desponding. ‘They may ultimately return to the States...” Other members 
of the Rev. Harvey Clark’s party were Messrs. P. B. Littlejohn and Alvin 
T. Smith. 

2See H.B.S., IV, 137-8. A. 6/25, fo. 28, Governor and Committee to 
Simpson, March 20, 1839, “ For several years past our attention has been directed 
to the formation of an agricultural Settlement with a view to the production of 
wool, hides, tallow and other farm produce for the English and other markets, in 
the District of Country situated between the head waters of the Cowlitz Portage 
and Pugets Sound . . . but we defer’d carrying it into effect until we were'secu red 
in the possession of the country by a renewal of the Exclusive Licence from 
Government, which was obtained last year for a term of twenty one years. ‘The 
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though the soil is equally as good as that of the 
Wallamette the larger extent of the Prairies of the Wallamette 
and the great abundance of Deer on them and their more 
beautiful Scenery causes them to be preferred to the Cowelitz 
and Settlers will never settle on it till the Wallamette 


Government is favorable to the object for political reasons, and after giving the 
subject mature consideration and obtaining the best legal advice, we are of opinion 
that it can be better done under the protection and auspices of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company by a separate Association, than if undertaken by the Company in 
conjunction with the Fur trade... The Association is to be styled ‘ The 
Pugets Sound Agricultural Company’...” H.B.C. Arch., P[uget’s]. S[ound]. 
A[gricultural]. C[ompany]. Minute Book, February 29, 1839, records the first 
meeting held at 5, ‘Trinity Square, Tower Hill, London, when John Henry Pelly, 
Andrew Colvile, George Simpson and others were present to discuss the formation 
of the Company. The agents chosen to act for the Company were Pelly, Colvile 
and Simpson. See Oregon Hist. Quar., XIX, “ Puget’s Sound Agricultural 
Company, Prospectus”, pp. 345-9, and Washington Historical Quarterly, 
XXIV, L. A. Wrinch, “The Formation of the Pugets Sound Agricultural 
Company ”’, pp. 3-8. A Deed of Settlement, dated December 2 3, 1840 (printed 
in British and American Foint Commission Sor the Settlement of the Claims of the 
Hudson’s Bay and Puget’s Sound Agricultural Companies, ‘‘ Evidence on the Part 
of the Puget Sound Agricultural Company ” (Montreal, 1868), pp. 148-66), 
was adopted for the proper and effectual carrying on of the business, and for 
indemnifying the agents acting in the management. The Cowlitz Farm and Fort 
Nisqually were transferred by the Hudson’s Bay Company to the Puget’s Sound 
Agricultural Company at a fair valuation. The possessory rights of the Company 
were respected under the Oregon Boundary Treaty of 1846, and in 1869 an 
_ award of $200,000 was made for these rights by the British and American Joint 
Commission set up under the Treaty of July 1, 1863, for the “ Final Settlement 
of the Claims of the Hudson’s Bay and Puget’s Sound Agricultural Companies ”. 
The Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company bought land on Vancouver Island 
from the Hudson’s Bay Company after the failure of operations south of the 
Forty-ninth Parallel, but the new farms showed a loss and their debt to the latter 
Company amounted to £37,440 in 1870. The last instalment of this amount was 
paid off in 1884 and revenue was obtained from the sale of farm lands. In 1920 
a Memorandum and Articles of Association were substituted for the old Deed of 
Settlement and the Company was registered under the Companies Act as “ The 
Puget’s Sound Agricultural Society Limited”. In 1934 the Society had no 
assets and having ceased to operate, its name was struck off the register of Joint 
Stock Companies without the formality of liquidation. Many of the Society’s 
records, including a series of dispatches from McLoughlin to the agents, have 
been preserved in the archives of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and other records 
are to be found in the Soliday Collection in the Huntington Library, San Marino, 
California. 
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is settled or till the wood at the Cowelitz comes in demand ; 
still I consider it very proper to encourage people to come 
from Red River ! to settle in the Wallamette but I hope they 
will not be lead to suppose they have any claims on us beyond 
our good will and the sale or loan of a few Head of Cattle 
and seed grain if convenient. 

7. Par. 26 I regret to see you intend to send 20 families 
to this place? and I hope after the receipt of mine of March® 
last you will have altered your intention as we have no Prairie 
Land on the Cowelitz on which to place them and as to 
placing them on wood Land it would be worse than useless 
as our timber is so heavy that besides the difficulty to cut 
it down (which I might perhaps say is impossible to be 
accomplished by men unaccustomed to the Axe) it requires 
several years to rot the roots before the ground can be cleared; 
as to the Plains of Nisqually at present they are only adapted 
to sheep pasture. 

8. Par. 27 In regard to forwarding passengers by 


1 A, 6/25, fo. 51d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, December 31, 
1839, ‘“‘ With the view that our Settlement on the Cowlitz may not become 
overawed by the presence of so large an assemblage of strangers, and as a means of 
protection to the depot and trade, we have . . . directed Chief Factor Finlayson 
to encourage the gradual migration of settlers from Red River Colony to the 
Columbia River, and the facilitating such migration by making advances and 
affording passages to persons ... who may feel disposed to proceed thither. We think 
it is probable several families may next year avail themselves of the encouragement 
thus held out, and as those people have been reared about the Company’s 
Establishments, we should hope you will find them attached and useful.” See 
p- 77, notes r and 2 and p. 78, n. 3. 

2A. 6/25, fo. 51d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, December 31, 
1839, “In furtherance of the... object of protection to the Fur trade, we have 
it in view to send by the ship, to sail for the Columbia River in the month of 
September next, about twenty respectable industrious agriculturists, either 
with small families or single, to be taken into the Company’s service or placed 
on the Cowlitz Settlement, as may hereafter be found expedient: and we 
have it in view moreover to increase our numerical strength in your quarter 
by a regular system of migration from year to year, as the means of conveyance 
may admit.” 

8 No letter of this date to the Governor and Committee has been traced. 
McLoughlin’s reference is presumably to his letter to Simpson. See Appendix 


Pa p- 234. 
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Chagres} you will see from what I have just stated that 
we have no suitable Lands on the Cowelitz on which to 
place them and even if we had and were obliged to send one 
of the Vessels in the Country to meet them at the Isthmus 
the derangement this will cause our business will greatly 
exceed the difference of expense between the two routs as_ 
we will have full employment for our Vessels in the Country. 

g. Par. 28 Your honors will see from the causes stated 
in the 6th Paragraph of this that it will be impossible to 
induce the Servants settled in the Wallamette to remove to 
the Cowelitz or even to settle any of our retiring Servants 
on the Cowelitz till wood comes more in demand. 

10. Your view of the Revd. Mr. Lee and his Missionary 
Brethern as expressed in your 30 Par.? I believe to be correct 


1 A.6/25, fos. 51d.—52, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, December 
31, 1839, “ A Line of Steam Packets is to be put in operation from hence to 
Chagres in 1841: by that mode of conveyance people may be so far sent at a 
moderate expence, the passage not occupying more than four weeks: crossing 
the Isthmus would not exceed one day, and by having one of the Company’s 
country vessels at the opposite side of the Isthmus at a fixed date, for the 
conveyance of the people, the passage to or from the Columbia River, between the 
months of April and September not occupying more than a month or six weeks, 
they could be removed from hence to Fort Vancouver in from eight to ten weeks.” 
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, incorporated in September, 1839, did 
not extend its service to the isthmus of Panama until 1846. Then the ships called 
at Colon, from whence, in the same year the company established a regular 
service of mules and canoes to the Pacific side of the isthmus. ‘This proving in- 
adequate, the Panama railway (forty-seven miles long), crossing the isthmus from 
Colon to Panama, was opened in 1855. 4 Gaxeteer of the World (Edinburgh, 
1856), Il, 438, “... the first part of the journey from C[{hagres]. to Panama 
was made in a small steamer as far as she could ascend [up the Chagres River]; 
thence in canoes, of the tonnage of 70 bales and under, to Gorgona in the dry 
season, and to Cruces in the wet season. At either of these places mules are 
obtained which carry a load of about 250 Ibs.; and the transit to Panama, a 
distance of 21 m., may be made in g hours... There are at present [1850] 
two methods for the transportation of baggage from this place [Gorgona] 
to Panama: one, as already noticed, on the backs of mules,—the other on 
the backs of native moteros... The path through the mountains beggars 
all description ...at times a deep gutter, at others a stony batter... but 
withal there is no danger.” 

2 A. 6/25, fo. 52d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, December 31, 
1839, “ With regard to Mr. Lee and his Missionary Brethren however much 


NOVEMBER 20, 1840 19 


and you may depend we will regulate our intercourse with 
them in the manner you direct. 

11. Par. 31 The goods forwarded by the Columbia for 
the Russians have been shipped from this on board the 
Vancouver and delivered in good order as will be seen by the 

_ receipt which is forwarded to Messrs. Pelly and Simpson.* 

12. Par. 32 The Forager® Capt. Thompson entered the 
Columbia River 27th Sept. and reached this 8th Oct. and 
I am happy to inform you delivered her Cargo in good 
condition she sailed on the 26th ult. 


they may profess friendship and goodwill towards us, and notwithstanding their 
high eulogiums upon us for hospitality and kind offices’; it is quite evident they 
have promoted the present mania for emigration to the Columbia, which is likely 
to prove so troublesome and injurious to us, that they are influenced by other 
objects of a political nature, besides the moral and religious instruction of the 
natives, and that they are employed as pioneers for the overflowing population of 
the New England States, who have it in view to repay us for our good offices, by 
possessing themselves of the fruits of our labors, as soon as they may be in a condition 
to wrest them from us by main strength. While these Missionaries confine 
themselves strictly to the avowed objects of their residence in the country, we have 
no objection to their being supplied from our stores with such absolute necessaries 
in clothing &c. as they may require, if they be in a condition to pay for the 
same, but certainly not with goods for the purpose of dealing with Indians or our 
retired servants, nor to promote or facilitate the settlement of emigrants from the 
United States, nor unless they can assure us of more regular payment than we 
have hitherto received as there is a tardiness in honoring their Bills, which is 
neither regular nor convenient, while their last Bill p. £rooo on Messrs. Sands 
Hodgson Turner & Co. in our possession early in the month of September last, 
was in the first instance refused acceptance, altho ultimately paid.” 

1 Sir John Henry Pelly, Andrew Colvile, Esq., and George Simpson, Esq., 
usually addressed as Messrs. Pelly, Simpson & Co., of No. 1, Winchester 
Buildings, London. They acted as agents for the Puget’s Sound Agricultural 
Company and the Russian American Company. 

2'The Forager (250 tons) was chartered by the Hudson’s Bay Company from 
“Messrs. Carter & Bonus for £2,000. She left London early in January, 1840, and 
was detained in the English Channel until February 17 by adverse winds. 
A. 6/25, fos. 53 and 54d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, December 
31, 1839, “ We now forward by the chartered Ship Forager the goods that 
remained of Outfit 1841, shut out of the Barque Co/wméia in September; a 
quantity of goods in advance of Outfit 1842, the goods intended for the Sandwich 
Islands and California Trades and a few articles for the Pugets Sound Agricultural 
Compy...The only passengers... are Mr. Adolphus Lee Lewes and Mr. 
Joseph Carless and his Wife...” 
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13. Par. 33 I am of the same opinion as your Honors 
in regard to the importance of forming a mercantile 
establishment at Woahoo and as to the manner it should 
be conducted. Mr. Pelly received the goods from the 
Forager and by the accounts he writes it seems he had already 
sold to the amount of 8970 Dollars at 4 and 6 months credit 
being at the rate of 67 p.cent on the prime cost of the 
goods sold. Mr. Simpson was not at Woahoo when the 
Forager arrived as when he left this last Spring I directed 
him if he found no instructions from your Honors at Woahoo 
to proceed to Calefornia in the Columbia so as to acquire 
information relative to the business of that Country and to 
purchase Sheep for the Puget Sound Association which I 
am happy to be able to say he has ably accomplished as you 
see by the accompanying report. | gave these instructions 
to Mr. Simpson as a matter of precaution as I conceived 
unless an accident happened to the Vessel coming out (as 
you mentioned in your 15 Par. that she would sail in the 
beginning of December) she must be at Woahoo long before 
Mr. Simpson, but on the 17th July the Forager not having 
arrived at Woahoo Mr. Simpson embarked for Calefornia 
where he obtained much valuable information as you see 
by the accompanying Report. 

14. Par. 34 The Goods intended for the Calefornian 
Trade where brought here by the Forager according to 
instructions sent by me to Woahoo so as to meet the Columbia 
here and be sent by her to Calefornia and from the information 
collected by Mr. Simpson I have every reason to hope we 
will be able to carry on a profitable branch of business in 
that Country. 

1s. I am extremely happy that we are to have a visit from 
Govr. Simpson as in the growing business of this Department 
affairs can be much better explained by verbal communication 
than by written correspondence. 

16. Par. 36 Your Honors may rest assured I will do my 
utmost (and I will endeavour to impress the same on the 


1B. 223/b/28, fos. 34—39, Alexander Simpson to McLoughlin, October 1, 
1840. See Appendix A, pp. 237-45. 
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other Officers) to render Mr. and Mrs. Careless’s } situation 
as comfortable as possible, they left this on the 14th ult. to 
proceed by the Cowelitz to join the Beaver at Nisqually. 
In Document 13 p.Forager is the following Memorandum 
“before adjusting the account of Arthur the Engineer Mr. 
~ McLoughlin will make an estimate of the expences incurred 
by the mutiny? on board the Beaver apportion the amount 
among the parties Arthur’s share to be deducted from his 
account’. The mutiny occurred at Fort Simpson and 
on Mr. Works ® taking the command the men returned to 
their Duty and on Captain McNeils being reinstated those 
who refused to do duty were sent Home so that although this 
gave us a good deal of trouble there was no loss on which to 
found a claim on Mr. Arthur and in justice to him I have 
great pleasure to report to your honors that since 1838 after 
the mutiny Mr. Arthur has been a temperate man and by 
his attention to his duty his care to every thing under his 
charge and his steady correct conduct he has given full 
satisfaction to Captain McNeil and all the commissioned 
Officers who have been passengers in the Beaver. 

17. Par. 37 I hope I need not say I am extremely happy 
that you have promoted James Douglas Esqr. to a Chief 
Factorship I have known Mr. Douglas since he came to the 


1 Joseph Carless. See Appendix B, pp. 387-8. 

2 See H.B.S., 1V, 246-7. B. 223/b/21, fos. g2-94, Report dated Fort Van- 
couver, October 18, 1838, on the “ Mutiny of the Beavers Crew 1838”, by 
James Douglas. According to this report, on January 26, 1838, Captain McNeill 
beat two of the seamen with his cane for disobedience and abusive language, and on 
the next day two of the stokers each received twenty-four lashes for disobedience. 
The seamen and stokers, supported by the engineers, who were suspected of 
having secretly fomented the revolt, then refused to serve under McNeill, but 
no charges or complaints were brought forward. John Work assumed control of 
the Beaver, and with McNeill as a passenger, brought the vessel from Fort 
Simpson to Nisqually. McLoughlin and Douglas ruled that the captain’s 
authority must be upheld, so McNeill was re-instated, but four of the crew refused 
to submit and they were imprisoned “at large ” at outposts and their names were 
struck off the Pay List as from March 27, the date on which they refused to 
rejoin the Beaver. Three of them returned to England at the end of 1838 as 
members of the crew of the Co/umbia. See also Appendix A, p. 208. 

3 John Work. See H.B.S., IV, 356-8. 
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Country and I have had the advantage of his valuable 
assistance in managing the business of this place since 1830 
and I have the pleasure to assure you that from my first 
acquaintance with him his zeal to promote the interest of his 
employers his asseduous application to business and_ his 
study correct conduct have entitled him to my esteem and 
regard and I beleive also to that of all those who are acquainted 
with him. Mr. Pambrunne! has been in this Department 
since 1827 and Captain McNeil from the time he entered 
the Service and I have had every reason to be fully satisfied ~ 
with their zeal to promote the interest of the Company and 
the ability with which they managed the business trusted 
to their charge. You direct me to get them to sign “the 
accompany indentures’”’ Mr. Douglas has signed his which 
according to your directions is returned, when Messrs. 
Pambrunne and McNeil have signed theirs will be returned 
to you. 

18. Par. 38 In regard to the article Coals? of which you 
write you intend to send us no Coals I beg to observe that 
we have tried the Vancouver Island and Cowelitz Coal and 
found they would not answer our purpose and as to making 
charcoal the wood here is mostly a species of the Canada 
Balsam Pine, a few scattered Oaks and Cotton Wood on the 
low ground. In 1826, 1827 I made coals with these Woods 
but we found them unfit for our purpose and we therefore 
had to continue our importation from London hence you 
will see the absolute necessity there is that you send us coals 
by the Vessel to sail from London in 1841 as I need not 
state the ruinous consequences which will result if we are 


1 Pierre Chrisologue Pambrum who was promoted a Chief Trader in 1839. 
See H.B.S., IV, 351-2. McNeill had also been raised to the rank of Chief 
‘Trader in the same year. 

2 A. 6/25, fo. 145-145d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, Septem- 
ber 8, 1841, “ We have complied with your request and sent 40 tons of Smith’s 
Coals p. the Vancouver, and we shall forward if possible a further quantity by the 
vessel to sail in November . . . With respect to charcoal or wood coal as you call 
it, we are inclined to think you have not the right method of making it, as the best 
iron of Sweden & Norway is produced and worked by charcoal made from fir.”’ 


See pp. 94, 215, and H.B.8., IV, 334-5. 


- 
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deprived of Coals to manufacture &c. the Iron Works for 
the Trade. Fortunately we have a sufficient quantity to 
serve us with great economy till March 1842 I forward you 
a specimen of the Cowelitz Coal, it is taken along the Banks 
of the River, the bed seems to lie horizontally. I regret 
-it is not in my power to send you any of the Vancouver Island 
Coal as your demand came too late for this season but I hope 
_ Iwill be able to send some next ship, there was a large quantity 
sent by the Nereide in 1839. 

19. Par. 40 as regards a person to erect water Mills and 
Manufacture Flour Spring 1839 Crate! was engaged and 
is obliged to give two years notice at present we require 
no other. 

20. Having replied to the different Paragraphs of your 
honors Dispatches p.Columbia and Forager which required 
observation I beg to proceed to relate the occurrencies of this 
place and of the affairs of the Department: as stated in mine 
of 23rd May p. Woahoo Mr. Douglas left this with a party 
to go by the Cowelitz embark at Nisqually in the Steamer 
Beaver to proceed to the Coast and I have now the pleasure 
to inform your Honors that he returned here on the 2d Oct. 
after having fully accomplised the object of his voyage that 
is after visiting Sitka receiving Stikine from the Russians 
building a Fort at a place called Tako? and examining the 
Coast as far North as Cross Sound and I am happy to be 


* William Frederick Crate, millwright, whose original contract (A.32/24) 
with the Hudson’s Bay Company was entered into at Lachine on April 9, 1834, 
when he was twenty-two years of age. He was described as of the City of London 
and was engaged for three yearsat £105 Halifax Currency perannum. Thecontract 
was cancelled at York Factory in the following July and Crate spent the winter of 
1834-35 in the Red River Settlement. He was then re-engaged for the Columbia 
District. Further particulars of his service will be found in his deposition dated 
Victoria, Vancouver Island, August 26, 1865, in support of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company in British and American Foint Commission’. . ., “ Evidence on the Part 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, Claimants”, pp. 104-08. 

"Taku. ‘The post was named Fort Durham, doubtless after John George 
Lambton, first Earl of Durham, Governor of Canada, May 28 to September 28, 
1838, but it was more popularly known as Fort Taku. Cf. pezog.net, ne 
establishment of this post is one of the matters reported on in the dispatches 
referred to in the next note. 
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able to report that in our intercourse with the Russians we 
found them as Anxious to oblige and accomodate us as we 
could possible desire and you may depend that our utmost 
endeavour will be exerted to maintain this friendly disposition 
and for further information on the affairs of the N.W. Coast. 
I beg to refer you to Chief Factor Douglas’s able report ! 
and with whom I agree in opinion that we ought to establish 
a Post in the neighbourhood of Newettee on the North end 
of Vancouver’s Island and that with a Post there Fort Simpson 
at the opposite extreme of the British Territory and Fort 
McLoughlin in the centre the trade of the Coast will without 
any extraneous aid whatever as Mr. Douglas states be as 
completely protected against every probable contengincy as 
circumstances will ever permit and by establishing this Post 
we may carry on the Salmon Trade at that place if found 
advisable and that we ought to limit our exertions to collect 
Furs hunted on the West side of the Mountains along the Coast 
as by pushing to the interior we come in contact with our 
establishments in New Caledonia and McKenzies River 
where Furs are purchased for 1/10 of what they coast on the 
North West Coast. 

21. On the 1oth June the Brigade from the Interior under 
the charge of Chief Factor Ogden 2 accompanied by Chief 
Trader McDonald 2 arrived with the returns of that part of 
the Country for 1839 and after they got equiped they left 
this 29th June with the Outfit for 1840 for part of the 
Department and I am happy to be able to report that by late 
spools every branch of business in the interior was going 
on well. 


1 B.223/b/28, fos. 40—s1, Douglas to McLoughlin, on board the Beaver, 
October 1, 1840. ‘There is a copy in the Provincial Archives, Victoria, B.C. 
This dispatch is printed in O. Klotz (ed.), Certain Correspondence of the Foreign 
Office and of the Hudson’s Bay Company (Ottawa, 1899), part ii, pp. 43-52. A 
shortened version of events up to July 13, 1840, appears in Douglas’s letter to 
McLoughlin of that date, a copy of which is in B.22 3/c/1. This earlier letter is 
printed in B.C. Hist. Quar., V, W. E. Ireland, “‘ James Douglas and the Russian 
American Company, 1840”, pp. 55-61. 

Peter Skene Ogden, see H.B.8., II, 2 38. Archibald McDonald, see ARS 
I, 448-9. 
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22. On the 22nd June Mr. Laframboise1 and Party 
arrived, the Profit on the hunt of the party is within a few 
Pounds of the same amount as in 1839,” it was intended to 
have sent another in charge of the party but we had so 
much business to attend that I could not spare an Officer 
-and I prevailed on Mr. Laframboise to continue in charge. 
On the 23th he left this with a party of twenty four 
men to hunt South of the Umpqua and to be here in 
June next. 


23. On the 15th June the Brig Maryland Capt. Couch 
from Boston entered the Columbia and proceed immediately 
to the Falls of the Wallamette to endeavour to take Salmon 
with a Scine and remained in the River till 23rd Sept. but 
could only salt one hundred Barrels Salmon. 

24. Our Crops at this place were as good as usual except 
the Pease and Potatoes in the Wallamette and Cowelitz the 
Wheat has suffered by blight however I have no doubt we 


will have a sufficient quantity to fulfil our contract with the 
Russians. 


1 Michel Laframboise. See H.8.8., III, 444. 

2 Laframboise’s party was known as the Southern Party or Expedition. 
B. 223/d/113, Columbia District Accounts Current, outfit 1838-39, fos. 18d.—19, 
shows a profit on the Southern Party of £980. 18s. 7¢. This account is credited 
with the furs shipped to England in 1838, viz., 1361 large beaver, 225 small 
beaver, 2 lbs. beaver coating and 884 land otters. B. 223/d/127, fos. 15d.—16, 
for outfit 1839-40 the Southern Party profit is given as £1,111. 175. 6¢. and 
credit is given for 1,404 large parchment beaver, 207 small parchment beaver, 
14 lbs. castorum and 695 land otters shipped in 1839. B.223/b/135, fos. 15d.— 
16, the Southern Party profit for outfit 1840-41 is shown as £1,408. 145. I1d., 
and the furs shipped to England in 1840 were: 1,380 large parchment beaver, 
210 small parchment beaver and 24 Ibs. beaver coating. 

8 Article four of the agreement (H.B.C. Arch. Russian American Company 
Folder) entered into by Governor Simpson on behalf of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, and Baron Ferdinand Wrangell for the Russian American Company, at 
Hamburgh on February 6, 1839, stipulated that the Hudson’s Bay Company 
should provide the Russian Company annually with certain articles of agricul- 
tural produce at fixed prices. The agreement, which was for a period of ten 
years beginning in 1840, is printed in Oliver, Canadian North-West, 1, 791-6, 
and in Alaskan Boundary Tribunal, III, ‘‘ Appendix to the Case of His Majesty’s 
Government”, pp. 209-12. In consideration of the arrangements entered into, 
the Hudson’s Bay Company agreed to relinquish their claims arising out of the 
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25. I instructed Mr. Alexr. Simpson to purchase four 
thousand bushels Wheat in Calefornia which he did and this 
Spring when the Vessel returns from Calefornia she will bring 
it. To gaurd as much as possible against contingencies we 
must endeavour to get a year stock of grain in advance we 
require for our own use and to fulfil our contract with the 
Russians 14 thousand bushels annually. 

26. I send a requisition for Boilers for the Steamer with 
a drawing of the same! as it is impossible with such mechanics 
as we have as the Engineers state to make Boilers in the 
country it 1s necessary to send them by the Vessel which 
sails from London in 1841 for this place as the old Boilers 
will barely last till the new arrive. 

27. In your Despatch of 1sth Novr. 18372 you write 
Par. 2 “‘ Captain McNeil has been so useful and conducted 
himself so well while in the Service that we should feel 
disposed to make our approbation of his conduct by promoting 
him to the rank and emolument of a Chief Trader in the 
concern if the difficulty of his being a Citizen of the United 
States could be overcome by his coming a british subject 
this you will be pleased to communicate to that Gentleman 
and if he be willing to change his allegance an early 
Oppertunity will be taken of enabling him to do so” on the 
proposal being stated to Capt. McNeil he gladly accepted it 
as stated in the 4th Par. of Mr. Douglas’s dispatch of 18 Oct. 
1838 ° but as you have not informed us of your having taken 
any step to enable him to become a british subject I presume 
something has occurred to render the measure inexpedient 
but if it could be done conveniently as Capt. McNiel wishes 
to go home as soon as possible on furlough on account of his 
family affairs he might take the command of the Vessel going 
home and in this way faciliate our operations in this quarter. 


Stikine affair of 1834. See H.B.S., 1V,-134=0, 317-22, and B.C. Hist. Quar., 
V, D. C. Davidson, “ Relations of the Hudson’s Bay Company with the Russian 
American Company on the Northwest Coast, 1829-1867 ”, PP. 45-51. 

1 The requisition and drawing have not been traced. 


2 A. 6/24, fo. 113, Governor and Committee to Douglas, November 1 pb tet 
° See H.B.8., IV, 237. 
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28. As the returns from the interior cannot be here in 
time Spring 1841 to enable us to send the number of Otters 
we are bound to deliver to the Russians at Sitka on or before 
ist June 18411 I have detained at this place and sent to 
Nisqually to be shipped on board the the Steamer Beaver and 
forwarded to Sitka 756 Otters Outfit 1839, 1609 of Outfit 
1840 as p. Document No. 5 to which will be added 753 Otters 
of Outfit 1840 left by Mr. Douglas in the Coast and the 
additional number traded from the time he left to the date 
the Steamer received them on board which will enable us 
to fulfil our obligations. 

29. I am happy to find that we are obliged to furnish the 
Russians only 30 cwt. Butter® as it is an article difficult to 
be procured in this quarter. I would propose to give them 
as little as possible especially as we can sell it to greater 
advantage at Woahoo where we sold what we sent in at half a 


Dollar p.lb. since then it has fallen to fifty and thirty cents p.lb. 


1 Under the first article of the 1839 agreement with the Russians (see p. 25, 
n. 3), the Hudson’s Bay Company leased for ten years, commencing June I, 1840, 
part of the Russian territory on the North West Coast, at an annual rent of two 
thousand seasoned land otter skins (excluding cub and damaged skins) taken or 
hunted on the west side of the Rocky Mountains. The first payment was due to 
the Russian agent on the North West Coast on or before June 1, 1841. Under 
the third article it was agreed that the Hudson’s Bay Company should sell the 

_ Russians up to two thousand seasoned land otter skins collected on the west side of 
the Rocky Mountains at £1. 35. od. per skin, and three thousand seasoned land 
otter skins taken or hunted on the east side of the Rocky Mountains at £1. 125. od. 
per skin. During the term of agreement (ten years) the skins were to be delivered 

annually to the Russian agent on the North West Coast, and, as in the case of the 
otters for rent, the first delivery was due on June 1, 1841. 

2 Under article 4 of the 1839 agreement with the Russians, the Hudson’s Bay 
Company undertook to supply the Russian American Company with as much 
butter as was convenient in 1840 and with 160 cwt. annually for the following 
nine years at 56s. per cwt. A. 6/25, fo. 53, Governor and Committee to 
McLoughlin, December 31, 1839, “..- In regard to the article of Butter, you 
seemed to think there would be a difficulty in supplying the full quantity that 
was communicated to Baron Wrangel, who in a letter to Governor Simpson 
immediately consented to take such quantity as might be convenient for us to 
provide, which for the present is limited to 30 Cwt. annually ...so that any 
additional quantity you may have for sale may be sent to the Sandwich Islands, 
where we think you said it would command halfa dollar p. lb.” See pp. 72, 236. 
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30. The Governor of Sitka proposed to Mr. Douglas to 
pay us in Beaver for the Columbia Department Otters! at 
the rate of a large prime Beaver for a prime Otter instead of 
paying us at 23/- by Bills on St. Petersburgh as p. agreement; 
if he will agree to pay us in prime Beaver and that none 
[under] one Ib. will be considered as Large I will agree to his 
proposal till you send us instructions, as Beaver selected in 
this way will average more than one and half pound each 
but let us say 14 Ibs.=24/- p.lb.=36. An Otter of Columbia 
Department 23/- gain 13/- which would leave a handsome 
profit. If he agrees to these terms we will send the Beaver 
we receive from him by itself in order that you may see the 
result. 

31. Mr. Douglas made an arrangement by which we give 
up to the Russians any Sea Otters traded by us from any of 
their Indians and they are to pay us in Beaver for the Goods 
we gave for the Sea Otters which is an extremely advantageous 
bargain for us as the Otters are killed in the Russian limits 
and consequently theirs and they agree to pay us in Beaver for 
our goods as a remuneration for our trouble in trading them.? 

32. On 31 ult. the express from York arrived under the 
charge of Mr. Dougald McTavish * I am happy to be able 
to inform you that they encountered with no misfortune on 
the Route that the people were in good health and the Otters 
delivered in good condition. 

33. As soon as the Columbia is ready Chief Factor Douglas 
will proceed in her to Calefornia and take with him an Outfit 
suited for the Trade and he will purchase as many Ewes as 
he can for the Puget Sound Association even ten thousand 
if he can get them but Mr. Simpson thinks he will not be 
able to purchase so many and send them with a party by land 
but Mr. Douglas will return in the Vessel. 

34. Mr. Alexr. Simpson proceeds to Woahoo as you will 
see by the accompanying Letter No. 7.4 

35. In the Requisition sent last Spring to England for 


Seep. 124, ny a: A SEG p./17 7, 
° See Appendix B, pp. 397-8. 
*'This document has not been traced. 
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the Sandwich Islands there is a demand for Wines and 
Liquors to the amount of £1017.6 as p.accompanying 
statement No. 8.1 I find that the Missionaries at those 
Islands have succeeded in a great measure in persuading the 
natives to give up the use of Spiritous Liquors and that 
foreigners persist in importing Spiritous Liquor in spite of 
the native Authorities if I had known this at the time I 
signed the Requisition I would have expunged the Spiritous 
Liquor and Wines from the Requisition and I beg to submit 
that I think we ought not here-after to ship any Liquor or 
Wines from England for use or sale at Woahoo except what 
is required for the use of the Companys Officers at the place 
as I conceive we ought to deal in no article which tends to the 
injury of public morals and which may give a handle to our 
enemies to make unpleasant remarks on our Conduct. 

36. While on the subject of Liquor? I may observe that 
we have this year entirely abolished the use of Spiritous 
Liquors among the trappers in the Snake Country and I am 
happy to be able to say with the most beneficial effect as | 
had always expected and the only places at present in this 
Department where Liquor is used are Fort Simpson, Stikine 
and Tako. Mr. Douglas proposed to the Russians to stop 
the use of Liquor at those places if they would give up issuing 
to Indians at Sitka but they declined to do so and consequently 
we must continue to use If. 

37. The Vancouver on her Voyage from Stikine to Tako 
run on a rock and enjured her false keel to repair which we 
had to heave her which is the cause of her being detained so 
late and it is with pleasure I embrace the opportunity to 


1This document has not been traced. 

2A. 6/25, fo. 146, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, September 8, 
1841, “ We cannot too often express our approbation of any measure tending to 
prevent the use of spirituous liquors in the Country and are glad to find that you 
have been able to abolish it among the Trappers in the Snake country, and 
although you have not yet been successful at Fort Simpson, Stikine and Tacow, 
we desire that you will not relax in your endeavors. We will take an early 
opportunity of bringing this subject under the cognizance of the Directors of the 
Russian American Company in the hopes that they may issue instructions to their 
officers to co-operate with us in this desirable object”. Cf. p. 56, n. 4. 
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report to your Honors Capt. Duncan’s good conduct and | 
zealous discharge of his duty. Mr. Arthur and John Donald 
assistant engineer go home in her and as they are entitled to 
the same provisions as the Captain and Mates and as it would 
be extremely inconvenient to have made so many seperate 
Messes in the Vancouver I have instructed Capt. Duncan to 
allow them Mess in the Cabin. 
I am 
‘Honble. Sirs 
Your Obedient 
Humble Servant 
(Signed) Joun McLovucuirn 


Fort Vancouver 21st November 18401 


To The Governor Deputy Governor 
and Committee Hudsons Bay Coy. 


Hons e. Sirs 

The accompanying report of Congress,? has been sent, 
me, and though no person is mentioned, from the notes in 
the margin, I presume it is Mr. Wyeth or some one, to 
whom he sent it and as it reflects in several places on us, I 
have considered it my duty to make such observations as_it 
required and forward them to you in the accompanying 


persons and 300 horses, go out from Vancouver, towards the south, as far as 40° 
north latitude. ‘These parties search every stream, and take every beaver skin 
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document N21 in which you see I have as truth requires few 
words contented myself with stating the facts without making 
any reflections. On the receipt of this pamp[h]let I 
addressed the accompanying, circular! to Messers. Lee 
Missionaries who were here, when Mr. Slacum came and to 
. several Americans settled in the Wallamette I send you their 
answers. You see Messrs. Lee say? they never heard of 
such a report also Oneal, Whitcombe, George Gay, and 
Ewing Young of whom Mr. Slacum makes mention and he 
says he never heard of it but as mentioned in the paper with 
his name. It was said by a person in his hearing while he 
was writing his declaration that he had heard such a report 
in the Mountains. Young immediately states it. Howard 
Roe, Hubbard, Baily and Turner say they heard it but do 
not believe it. George Ebberts statement is very full and 
he had every opportunity to know the truth and he says 
distinctly he never heard such a report in the mountains or 
elsewhere and what is strange that none of all these who 
say they heard it, can say from whom they heard it and it 
is very evident (from Messrs. Lee, Young Oneal and 
Whitcombe never having heard it and from those who say 
they heard it taking such little notice of it as they did and they 
being mostly persons who had been defeated by the Indians 


they find, regardless of the destruction of the young animals: excesses, too, are 
unquestionably committed by these hunting parties on the Indians; and every 
small American party (save one) that has passed through the same country has 
met defeat and death. The parties being much smaller than those of the Hudson 
Bay Company, the Indians attack them with success; and the Americans hesitate 
not to charge the subordinate agents of the Hudson Bay Company with instigating 
the Indians to attack all other parties.” 

1'These documents have not been traced. 

2 Only a copy of the Rev. Jason Lee’s reply has been traced. It is in 
_ B.223/b/27, fos. 52-52d., Vancouver, October 27, 1840, ‘“* The statement made 
by the late W. A. Slacum, Esqr. contained in yours of this date quite surprised 
me and I am at a loss to conceive from whom he received information upon 
which to ground that assertion in answer to your question I am happy to be able 
to say during my residence in and travels through this country amidst all the 
reports true and false to which I have been forced to listen I do not recollect in a 
single instance to have heard that any Agents or Servants of the Hudsons Bay 
Company had instigated Indians to attack other parties.” 
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in that quarter) as Bailey says ‘‘ the success of your parties 
in escaping the fury of the savages and the ill success of 
all smaller Companies who have ventured into that region 
exited in the breasts of those men a spirit of jealousy to the 
slanderous instigation”’. I presume he means insinuations 
of intrigue contained in Mr. Slacums Document but, how 
Mr. Slacum could reconcile it to his sense of rectitude to 
repeat so slanderous a report upon so slight a foundation 
without intimating it to us, when he was here is not for me to 
decide. Wyeth has been more through the Country than 
Mr. Slacum he says nothing of such a report. I send you 
Bonnevilles Tour! Vol: 1 page 187 you see what he says of 
Mr. Ermatinger in Vol: 2 page 100 & ror you see what he 
says of Mr. Pambrun page 176 it is Montour? to whom he 
alludes who was formerly a Clerk but for many years a Trapper 
in the Snake Country, the party mentioned in 184 is Mr. 
McKay* and I also send you Parkers journal‘ and after 


having acted as we have done to all Americans who came to 


this quarter having assisted those in distress as we did Kelly 5 
and I may even say Slacum himself, made the Indians restore 
all Smiths ® property which was in our reach and employed 
some of our people two months on that object and in fact 
doing them all the good they could expect from any one 
consistant with our duty to ourselves I could not beleive that 


* Washington Irving, The Rocky Mountains : or Scenes, Incidents and Adventures 
in the Far West; Digested from the Fournal of Captain B. L. E. Bonneville, 
of the Army of the United States, and illustrated Jrom various other sources 
(Philadelphia, 1837), 2 vols. The English edition of this work is: Washington 
Irving, Adventures of Captain Bonneville, or Scenes Beyond the Rocky Mountains of 
the Far West (London, 1837), 3 vols. 

2 Nicholas Montour. See H.B.S., IV, 350—1. 

°Thomas McKay. See H.B.S., IV, 347-9. 

* Rev. Samuel Parker, A.M., Fourna/ of an Exploring Tour Beyond the Rocky 
Mountains, under the direction of the A.B.C.F.M. Performed in the Years 1836, 
"36, and 37. (Ithaca, N.Y., Published by the Author, 1838). 

* Hall Jackson Kelley. See H.B.8., IV, 127. See [U.S.] Senate Document 
No. 20, 26th Congress, Ist Session, “ Memorial of Hall J. Kelley, praying a grant 
of land in the Oregon Territory for the purpose of establishing a colony thereon ”, 
December 27, 1839. 

® Jedediah Smith. See H.B.8., IV, lxxviii and 68-70. 
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people could have been found to Slander us in this manner, 
as I presume, it is unnecessary for me to assure you there is 
not, the least foundation for such an accusation and leaving 
the heniousness of such an act as instigating Indians to 
commit such an offence out of the question I hope I will not 
be considered an egotist when I say I understand the trade 
of this country too well ever to encourage Indians to commit 
an act of the kind. 

If this report of Parker and Bonneville are not required for 
your Honors Library if you will send them back we will keep 
them here. 

I am 
Honble. Sirs 
Yours Obedient 
Humble Servant 


(Signed) Joun McLoucuuin 
ey 


Fort Vancouver Columbia River 24/4 May 18411! 


To The Govr. depy. Govr. & Committee 
of The Honble. Hudsons Bay Co. London. 


Hons te. Srrs 

Since mine of the 12 April? to the Governor & Council, 
Mr. Ermatinger has returned from Thompsons River and 
it appears the murderer was instigated to commit the 
atrocious deed by another Indian’s telling him, that his uncle 
who died two days previous, in his last words had desired 
that the Whites should be Killed, which is the reverse of the 
truth, as he said on his death bed, that he wished his relations 
and Countrymen to live in peace with every one, and 


1A. 11/51. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. 
2 There does not appear to be a letter of this date; the one referred to is pre- 
sumably that of April 7, 1841, in B.223/b/28, fos. 2-sd. 
c 
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immediately on the receipt of the Intelligence of the murder 
of Mr. Black,} the Chiefs rushed to the Establishment for 
its defence, the murderer was shot at and wounded, but 
escaped to the woods, however some of his Countrymen are 
in pursuit of him, and though they seem determined to kill 
him, and that they believed he as well as the one who incited 
him were killed, before Mr. Ermatinger left the place, but 
as Mr. Ermatinger was pressed for time he left Mr. McKinlay? 
there with a strong party, and in a few days hence I expect 
further information. 

2. By a letter from Dr. Whitman, a medical man, and Mr. 
Rogers of the Presbyterian mission nigh Walla Walla, dated 
at that place 15 Inst., I received intelligence that Mr. C. T. 
Pambrun on the 11 Inst. had received so much injury by a 
fall from his Horse, that at the time the doctor wrote, he 
despaired of his recovery, and by a letter from Mr. Rogers 
dated 17th I received the melancholy information that Mr. 
Pambrun departed this life between 5 & 6 oclock on the 
evening of the 15 Inst. In losing him, the Company loses 
an excellent officer and a most able manager of the place under 
his charge, one of the most difficult places to manage in the 
Indian Country, and a man most anxious to do his utmost 
to forward the Interest of the concern. 

3. By the arrival of the Wave,? Captain Moore, which 
Mr. Pelly sent here with a cargo for the American exploring 
Squadron, I received information, that the Sandwich 


1 Chief Factor Samuel Black was murdered at Kamloops on February g, 1841. 
See Appendix A, p. 247, and H.B.8., I, 429-30. 

2 Archibald McKinlay. See Appendix B, pp. 394-5. 

3’The schooner Wave was chartered by the Company in London in September, 
1840, to carry approximately one hundred and fifty tons of goods to the Sandwich 
Islands. Under the terms of the charter party she was to be free after discharging 
the Company’s cargo. 

4 Under the command of Charles Wilkes, U.S.N., author of Narrative of the 
United States Exploring Expedition, during the years 1838, 1839, 1840, 1841, 
1842 (Philadelphia, 1844), 5 vols. and atlas. he fourth and fifth volumes 
contain chapters on the Columbia River country. D. 4/110, fos. 7d.—8, Simpson 
to the Governor and Committee, Fort Vancouver, November 25, 1841, “‘ This 
Expedition was dispatched by the United States Government in 1838, principally 
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Islands and Calefornia Outfits were landed at Oahu, that the 
Sandwich Island Outfit had received damage on the voyage 
to the amount of £500, and that Mr. Pelly had sold Goods 
of the Sandwich Island Outfit to the amount of five thousand 
dollars, But as he did not send the details of his sales, it is 
impossible for me to give an opinion on them, but herewith 
I forward to you a copy of my letter! to him, which contains 
the Instructions I give him, in reference to the supplies of 
Goods to be ordered from England for the Sandwich Islands 
Market, and other points therein mentioned. 

4. The Cowe/litzz? proceeds with a cargo of Spars, Deals, 
Salmon &c. to Oahu, she will there ship the California Outfit, 
proceed to that place, and from thence come here, and will 
then proceed, to Oahu with a cargo of timber or to the 
north west Coast as circumstances may require, Mr. W. 
G. Rae® proceeds in the Cowelitz to take charge of our 
California business, I enclose you a Copy of our instructions 
to him.* 


for the purpose of discovery in the Antarctic sea... While the Expedition was 
with us, they surveyed the Coast from Puget Sound to Frazers River, made 
some partial surveys in the Straits of Juan de Fuca, and between Cape Flattery 
and the mouth of the Columbia; they likewise surveyed the Columbia River 
from the bar to the Cascades portage, and the Willamette up to the Falls; they 
moreover made excursions in the interior, crossing from Pu get Sound to Okanagan, 
and visiting Forts Colvile and Nez Percé; crossed the Cowelitz portage, and 
closely examined the country on the banks of the Willamette, forwarding a 
land party through the Buenaventura valley to San Francisco.” See Washington 
Hist. Quar., XVI, “ Diary of Wilkes in the Northwest ”, Pp- 49-61, 137-45, 
206-23, Oregon Hist. Quar., XII, C. Wilkes, “ Report of the Territory of 
Oregon”, pp. 269-99, and D. C. Haskell, The United States Exploring 
Expedition, 1838-1842, and its Publications, 1844-74: A Bibliography (New 
York, 1942). 

* A. 11/51 (enclosure), McLoughlin to Pelly, May 22, 1841. 

* The barque Cow/itz, of the same class and dimensions as the Co/umbia and 
the Vancouver, was built for the Hudson’s Bay Company by Messrs. Green, 
Wigrams & Green of Blackwall in 1840. William Brotchie was appointed her 
commander. She left London on August 20, 1840, and arrived at Fort Van- 
couver on March 6, 1841. She was sold in London in June, 1851, for £3,250; 
Her logs for the years 1840-51 are in C. 1/257-66. 

Pecet.6.0..1V, 353-c. 

* A. 11/51 (enclosure), McLoughlin to Rae, May 22, 1841. 
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5. I instructed Captn. McNiel on his leaving this on 22d 
ulto. to re-examine the Boilers of the Steamer on his Return 
to the Beaver to ascertain the exact state of the Boilers, in 
his reply to me dated 2d Inst. he writes, “ Mr. Carless says 
he can be ready by 15 June if the Caddoro arrives here in time 
with the white Lead which he must have to make the joints 
Steam worthy, In that case I can proceed with the Steamer 
and secure the Northern Fur, and be back here again in 
twenty days at most’, he thinks that “ possibly” “ the Boilers 
will take us to Sitika and back again to this place after 
performing the trading voyage, but will not be answerable 
for what may happen, after arriving here from the Quacolts,! 
we will still have two months to overhaul and paint the Engine, 
and finish many other jobs before Govr. Simpson and yourself 
will be ready to proceed to Sitika, I think we can risk to 
make both before mentioned trips, but no human knowledge 
can foretell, the consequence”, In another letter of the 
11 Ins. he writes “ Since I wrote you, nothing of importance 
has occurred as concerns the Company’s affairs the repairs 
of the Beaver are going on as well as our means admit, The 
last patch was finished on the 8 Inst., one on the bottom of 
the flue, it is the first time we have discovered any flaw in the 
bottom of the Boilers or Flues.” As it is important the 
Steamer take the Furs in the Fall to Sitka I have directed 
Captn. McNiel to allow Mr. Carless repair the Boilers as 
much as he can, and have sent the Cadboro on the Coast in 
place of the Steamer for this season. 

J am extremely disappointed at the representation Mr. 
Carless makes of the present state of the Boilers, as Mr. 
Arthur had always reported they were in a sound state, and 
in his report to me dated 27 Sepr. 1840 which he gave me 
unasked, and which I forward you,? you see, he states they 
will last three years. 


1 The reference is to the north-east end of Vancouver Island. D. 4/110, fo. 
15, Simpson to the Governor and Committee, Fort Vancouver, November 25, 
1841, refers to the Quakeolth [Kwakiutl] village in about latitude 50° 30’. Cf. 
H.B.8., TV, 335, Duncan Finlayson’s remarks on the Quaquill Indians. 

2 This report has not been traced. 
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6. I am informed that on the 11 Inst. the Peacock Captain 
Wilkes and another vessel of the American exploring Squadron 
were at Port Discovery on their way to Nisqually, and it is 
said they are to come here in a few days, and to remain here 
four months. 

7. The Thomas Perkins Captain Varney an old Coaster 
entered the River a few days ago to trade Salmon, I purchased 
the goods he had at so p.Cent on Stg. Cost, taking our prices, 
to the amount of four thousand five hundred dollars payable 
in Salmon at the rate of ten dollars p.barrel of two hundred 
pounds of Columbia Salmon, nine dollars p.Barrel for Langley 
Salmon, and eight dollars for two hundred pounds Salmon 
without the Barrels. 

By this arrangement I have prevented his interfering with 
our T’rade here, I have secured as good a price for our Salmon 
as we get at Oahu, and in place of sending Salmon to Oahu, 
we can send deals which will fetch almost as much as the 
Salmon. 

8. I send with this a Letter addressed to Messrs. Pelly 
Simpson & Co., It came by the Steamer, and by some 
inadvertence in the Office, instead of being placed in the 
Letter Box it was placed among the Ft. Simpson papers, and 
was only discovered when we sought the Requisition to 
make out the Outfit for the place. But it was too late to 
send it after the Express, and I can only say that it is hardly 
possible for a person to feel more distress on account of it, 
than the Gentleman in whose charge those documents were, 
and anxiously hope it will get home in time by way of 
Mexico. 

9. As the Columbia is to go home, it is necessary she should 
go to the Coast for the Returns, But on her arrival from 
California she had to stretch her Rigging, which with taking 
her cargo on board detained her to the 20 Inst. when she 
sailed, with the Russian Goods received by the Cowelitz, 
and the supplies for them from this place, as it was absolutely 
necessary she should take the Fort Durham! & Stikine 
Outfits, she could only take 6500 bushels Wheat for the 


EBeeID: 24,.Ny 2: 


38 MAY 24.4045 


Russians, and I have written Governor Etholeny,! if he 
requires it, I will send it in the Fall, but if he does not want 
it this Season, it will be sent next, in addition to the annual 
quantity. 

10. As to Forts Simpson & McLoughlin Outfits, we will 
send them this Summer by the Cadboro, they have goods, and 
will suffer no inconvenience from the delay. 

11. You will observe that I give instructions to Mr. Rae 
to purchase wheat in Calefornia, this will serve as a Reserve 
in case of need, and besides if the usual high prices of Flour 
in California continue, of two dollars p.aroba say 26 Eng.|bs. 
(they have no water mills, and their horse mills are of the most 
rude Construction) we will grind the wheat into Flour, and 
export it for sale to California. 

But to manage our California business to advantage, we 
require a vessel of about a hundred & fifty Tons new 
measurement,? under Mexican Colors, the most ceconomical 
plan to effect this would be to turn the Beaver? into a 
Sailing vessel (we have the Sails & rigging, in which she 
came from London) as a sailing vessel she would (if put 
under Mexican Colors) do all our California Coast Business, 

? Adolph Karlovich Etholine, Chief Manager of the Russian American Com- 
pany, May 25, 1840, to July 9, 1845. Many references to him will be found in: 
Sir George Simpson, Narrative of a Fourney Round the World, During the Years 
1841 and 1842. (London, 1847.) 

* Builder’s Old Measurement (B.O.M.) tonnage, the legal tonnage for British 
merchant ships from 1773-1835, expressed approximately the dead-weight 
capacity of ships, estimated from cubical content. B.O.M. remained in use as 
the official mode of measurement for ships of the Royal Navy until 1872. Under 
5 and 6 William IV, Cap. LVI, “ An Act to regulate the Admeasurement of the 
Tonnage and Burthen of the Merchant Shipping of the United Kingdom” [9th 
September, 1835], it was enacted that the internal capacity, including all those 
parts of a vessel which, being under cover of permanent decks, were available for 
stowage, should be taken as the new standard of measurement. The “ New 
Measurement ” was the legal tonnage for British merchant ships from 1836- 54. 
See Sir W. H. White, 4 Manual of Naval Architecture (London, 1900), pp. 

cad) 

5 A. 6/26, fo. 8d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, March 30, 1842, 
“With respect to your observations upon the plan of converting the Beaver 
Steamer into a sailing vessel and applying her engines to drive a mill for cutting 
timber, we do not think it would be expedient to do so.” 
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& between that place and this, and between Calefornia & 
Oahu. 

The Steam Engine I think Mr. Carless Could arrange to 
drive a saw mill, and as the timber is getting scarce, where 
ours is at present situated, we might turn our Steam Engine 
to good account by erecting a steam saw mill, in any of the 
fine forests, along the banks of the Columbia or Cowelitz, 
where there is no fall of water to drive a saw mill, and from 
whence it is impossible to take the wood to our present 
situation. 

12. As to the Coast, with a Post on the north end of 
Vancouvers Island, as suggested in the 3d paragraph of 
Chief Factor James Douglas’ letter to me dated 1 Octr. 1840! 
and recommended in the 4 paragraph of mine of 21 March 
1841,” to Governor & Council, and the Cadboro to keep up 
the communication between the Posts, and to follow an 
opposition if any should come, I am certain it would be fully 
as secure, if not more so than at present. It is true that we 
require 2 or 3 additional Officers and twenty five men to 
build the proposed Establishment on the North end of 
Vancouvers Straights, But even if we were obliged to defer 
it for a Season I would beg still to recommend to Convert 
the Steamer into a Sailing vessel, as the Cadboro could for a 
season do the trade of the place, and the Company would 
derive three times the amount by employing her in the way I 
recommend to what would be made by employing her as a 
Steamer on the Coast, besides I presume we could use her 
Engine to drive a saw mill, which would certainly be turned 
to a good account, and which we only wait for instructions 
to carry into effect. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that the business of this 
place is going on as well as usual. We have sown five 
hundred bushels wheat, here, and at the Cowelitz Farm seven 
hundred and fifty for the Puget Sound Association, Of 


course as yet we have no account of Messrs. McKay 


1B. 223/b/28, fo. 4od. See p. 24, n. 1. 

2B. 223/b/28, fo. 22d. It is dated March 20, 1841, not March 21. See 
Appendix A, p. 246. 

PP Pp. 24 
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Laframboise and Steel} with the Sheep & Cows, it is yet 
too Soon. 
I have the Honor to be 
Honble. Sirs 
Your most obedient humble Servant 
Joun McLovucuiin 


H.B.Co.? 


Ft. Vancouver 17 Sepir. 1841 8 


To The Governor deputy Governor and Committee 


of the Hble. Hudson Bay Compy. London 


Hons e. Sirs 

I have the pleasure to inform you that Sir George 
Simpson, Chief Factor Rowand4 and Mr. Vonfreymann 5 
reached this in good health on the 24 Augt. and that on the 
1 Inst. he left this with the above named Gentlemen, and 
Mr. Chief Factor James Douglas for Nisqually, from whence 
they are to proceed in the Steamer to Sitika, and he expects 
to be here about the 10 proxo. 


1 James Steel. See Appendix B, pp. 406-7. 

* This letter is endorsed in the writing of the Company’s secretary, William 
Smith: “No. 1 Ft. Vancouver 24 May 41 C.F. McLoughlin. Recd. Decr. 41. 
Answd. 30th Mar. 42. No. 2 Peter Arthurs Report on Beaver Steamer. [No.] 3 
Letter 22 May 41 to G. Pelly. [No.] 4 Do. 22 May to W. G. Rae.” 

°A. 11/51. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. 

4 John Rowand, senior. See H.B.S., II, 240-1. 

° Simpson, Journey Round the World,\, 1, “...a gentleman in the service of the 
Russian American Company, on his route from Petersburg to Sitka” who 
travelled with Simpson’s party from London. Cf. D.3/2, fo. 1, March as 
1841, “I [Simpson] ... proceeded to London where I was joined by the 
remainder of my fellow travellers... the party consisting of Mr. Peter W. 
Dease, Mr. Donald Manson, M. Nicolas Von Freymann, Dr. A. Rowand, Mr. 
Alexander Christie & his son, Mr. Edward M. Hopkins and myself...”. 
D. 4/110, fo. 7, Simpson to Governor and Committee, Fort Vancouver, November 
25,1841, “... We took our departure from Walla Walla, remaining there but 
a few hours, and on the 25th August arrived at Fort Vancouver.” 
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I am sorry to inform you that the U.S. Sloop of War 
Peacock! Captn. Hudson of the Exploring Expedition was 
lost on the North Spit of the Columbia Bar on the 17 July 
in attempting to enter the River, fortunately however none 
of the Crew were lost, but they saved only what they had 
on their persons. On learning this unfortunate intelligence 
Captain Wilkes came in the Vincennes from Nisqually to this 
place, sent the Vincennes on to St. Francisco, and entered 
this River on the 8 Augt. in the Porpoise, with which vessel, 
the Thomas Perkins (which was here, and which Captain 
Wilkes purchased from Captain Varney) and the Schooner 
Flying Fish which entered the River the day the Peacock was 
lost, he has made a Survey of the Columbia River from Cape 
Disappointment to the Cascades and is now on his return 
down the River. They have had supplies from us to the 
amount of Three thousand five hundred pounds. 

I have great pleasure in informing you that Captain Wilkes 
and his people had as little dealings with the Indians as they 
possibly could, and that I am not aware that any one attached 
to the Expedition traded a Single Skin from the Indians 
and even Salmon when the parties were in reach of the 
Establishment they preferred to get from us than to have 
any dealings with the natives. 

I am happy to say the fever prevails less than it ever did 
at this season, our crops are safely housed, at this place we 
will have about four thousand bushels wheat, at the Cowelitz 
between 6 & 7, and from the Wallamette Settlers about 
6 thousand. 

We are at present sending the Puget Sound Company’s 
cattle and sheep, from the south Bank of the Columbia to 
Nisqually. We could not send them sooner as in the first 
place the Waters of the Columbia were too high in June 
when they arrived, to get them across the River, and then 
the Harvest came on, which forced us to defer it to this date. 

I beg to enclose, first of a set of Exchange drawn by 
R.R.Waldron purser U.S.Ex. Expn. on Messrs. Baring 


See Oregon Hist. Quar., XLIII, N. A. Howerton, “ Untold Story of the 
Peacock Wrecked in 1841 ”, pp. 129-34. 
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Brothers & Co. London, p. £3500 say Three thousand five 
hundred pounds Stg. @ 30 d/s, accompanied by the letter 
of advice to the drawees,! which please receive, and when 
realized cause the amount to be placed to the credit of 
Columbia District Northern Department Ot. 1841. 
I am Honble. Sirs 
Your obedt. humble Servant 
Joun McLovucu iin 


Cre 


Vancouver 24th Fune 1842? 


The Governor Depty. Governor & Committee 
Honble. Hudson Bay Company London 


HOonBLE. SIRS 

By the Cow/itz Capt. Brotchie I Received letters from 
Sir George Simpson Dated Stikine 27 April? Announcing 
to me the Melancholy information that my Son Mr. John 
McLoughlin‘ had been shot by one of the Men of the 
place on the night of 20/21 last April, By the Deposition 
sent by Sir George my unfortunate Son is represented as 


1'The copy of the letter to Baring Brothers & Co. is in William Smith’s 
writing and follows on the end of McLoughlin’s letter, which is endorsed in 
Smith’s writing: “Ft. Vancouver 17th Septr. 1841. Jno. McLoughlin Recd. 
Via Sandwich Islands & Vera Cruz 12 Mar. 42. Answd. 30 Mar. 42. Pay to 
John McLoughlin Esq. Chief Factor of the Honble. Hudsons Bay Company 
London Charles Wilkes Comdg. Expg. Expdn. Sept. 16 1841. Pay to the order 
of the Governor Deputy Governor & Committee of the Hudsons Bay Company 
London Jno. McLoughlin Chief Factor H.B.Co. ” 

2 B. 223/b/29, fos. 2-18. "This letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. According 
to A. 6/26, fo. 22d., McLoughlin also wrote to London on November 17, 24, 25 
and 27, 1841, and on March 8, 1842, but neither originals nor copies have been 
traced in the Company’s archives. 

3 A copy of the official letter is in D. 4/27, fos. 41-42d. See Appendix A, 
pp: 343-5. ‘The private letter has not been traced. 

4 See Introduction, pp. xxii et seq., and Appendix B, pp. 396-7. 
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having acted very improperly! to which Sir George appears 
to have given so much credit as to write me “ this Dreadful 
act being done I firmly believe under the influence of Terror 
as a measure of self preservation” again “ But my Belief is 
that any tribunal by which the case could be tried would find 
a verdict of ‘ Justifiable Homicide’”’ and in his private note 
' he writes me ‘“‘I have no Doubt on my mind that Urbain 
-Heroux fired the fatal shot But I think it is better not to 
bring it home to him”. I do not understand what Sir 
George means but if he means to say the murderer is not to 
be prosecuted I must Dissent from Sir George and without 
any feelings but those of a Desire to see Justice Done I will 
do all that I can to Investigate this to me most painful affair 
so as to ascertain the truth and that justice may take its course, 
and yet it seems to me Sir Georges Intention is that no 
prosecution should take place from his taking no person with 
him to give oral testimony against the accused and in sending 
Pierre Kanaquassi to this place—whom he ought to have 
taken to Sitka to be tried for shooting at Francois Presse 
whom he mistook for my son—with Intent to commit murder, 
and though no man will plead less in favour of a Drunkard 
even if that Drunkard is his Son than I will, still it is my 
Duty to Examine if his conduct was such as to Justify his 
murderers and though the Depositions vilify the Conduct 
of the Deceased and palliate that of the murderer Still 
it is Evident It is the murderer who first called out for 
Arms and that the Deceased only took his as he thought 
in Justifiable self Defence And that the murderer had 
formerly Loaded his Gun to shoot the Deceased, But 
these Depositions are the most Extraordinary Documents 
of the kind I ever saw, the Witnesses are not cross 
questioned and they ought to have stated what the 
Deceased accused them off when he III used them as they 
say. When these men do not say what it is they are 
accused of when they are ill treated as they say my 


*H.B.C. Arch. John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder. Simpson took depositions 
from Philip Smith, Thomas McPherson (see Appendix A, pp. 341-3), Benoni 
Fleury, Captain Cole, George Heron and Kekipi on April 26-27, 1842. 
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knowledge of their character Enables me to say if they are 
silent It is because they are aware if they tell the truth people 
will know their Bad conduct and that they got only what 
they Deserved and it seems to me from the circumstance 
that Thos. McPherson! in his letter to Mr. Work—Dated 
21 April? writes “the misfortune which got happened last 
night by some of our men which was never happened before 
as they have done to poor John McLoughlin which was shot 
in his Breast’ and again “I am afraid they will do me the 
way as they did him”. This Thos. McPherson is a poor 
soft half Breed Lad who out of charity had been sent to that 
place to be Employed in the store so as to Learn something 
to Enable him to Earn his livelihood and Judging from my 
knowledge of him—his little knowledge of the English 
Language I infer he means to say “‘ Our men never behaved 
so ill as they did Last night they shot poor unfortunate John 
McLoughlin and I am afraid they will shoot me also ”’ and 
as to his Deposition he is so Dull and Stupid that I Doubt if 
he understood what Sir George asked him and has such a 
leaning towards the men and 1s so little acquainted with the 
awfulness of an Oath at the same time so timid that if the 
men chose they might Either Intimidate or persuade him not 
to tell the truth. Mr. O’Brien as you see by his Deposition 3 
states that Mr. R. Finlayson? (whom Mr. Work sent to 
Stikine on Receiving McPhersons letter 21st April) on 
seeing McPhersons Deposition at Stikine pointed out its 
Incorrectness in Regard to himself and the Deceased while 
they were together (Mr. Finlayson was with the Deceased 
from Feby. to Septr. 1841) and the Excuse McPherson gives 
is that he did not understand what Sir George said and Mr. 


1B. 223/b/27, fo. 61, McLoughlin to Work, December 8, 1840, “I send a 
son of Mr. McPherson [presumably Andrew McPherson] an old clerk in the 
service I beg to recommend that the Gentleman with whom he is placed be 
requested to attend to his education. Young McPherson is engaged as an Appn. 
Postmaster, but he may mess at the Table.” 

2 B. 223/b/29, fo. 21d. See Appendix A, pp. 340-1. 

8 John O’Brien’s deposition is in B. 223/b/29, fo. 21. See Appendix A, pp. 
345-6, and Appendix B, pp. 398-9. 

4 Roderick Finlayson. See Appendix B, pp. 388-9. 
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Finlayson made McPherson give him a letter Witnessed by 
Mr. Dodd and Blenkinsop! which he keeps to send to his 
Uncle? in which he corrects the misstatements he had made 
in his Deposition to Sir George and as to the Deceased ill 
treating the men he thinks he only flogged one or two sandwich 
Islanders while he was with him for sleeping on their Watch 
_ and gave a Beating to Fleuri his Servant for stealing Rum 
and getting Drunk on the whole it may be as they say that 
their was a Dance as I heard that formerly the Deceased was 
fond of Dancing, and he may have got Excited and the men 
may have attempted to impose on him and force him to give 
them more liquor which they are apt to attempt when in 
Liquor and think they have Physical force to do so—It is 
Evident from the Depositions that the murderer and La 
Certe went out first for their Guns and that the Deceased 
when he came for his Rifle told McPherson Heroux wanted 
to kill him And I Believe when the Truth is found out It will 
be seen that some of the men had formed a plot against the 
Deceased whom they cowardly and treacherously assasinated. 
I came to this conclusion from My knowledge of his character 
and that of the white men and Iroquois at the Establishment 
as I well know upon what slender foundation they will accuse 
their Superiors of being Drunkards and how they will 
Endeavour to impose on them: the Deceased was kind and 


1 George Blenkinsop of Penryn, Cornwall, who entered the Company’s 
service as a steward on August 24, 1840. He was promoted to the rank of 
Chief Trader in 1855 and he retired in 1861. For a biography see J. T. 
Walbran, British Columbia Coast Names 1592-1906 (Ottawa, 1909), p. 55. 
The spelling of Blenkinsop’s name is given as ‘Blinkinsop’ in this biography, 
but signatures found in the Company’s archives give the spelling ‘ Blenkinsop’. 
In July, 1846, Blenkinsop was married at Fort Stikine by the Lutheran minister 
from Sitka to an adopted daughter of W. H. McNeill. 

* McPherson’s deposition of April 26, 1842 (see Appendix A, p. 341), gives 
the impression that whilst young McLoughlin and Roderick Finlayson were 
together at Stikine they frequently drank spirits during the evenings. The 
statement made by McPherson on May 2, 1842, and witnessed by Dodd and 
Blenkinsop (John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder), corrects this impression. It was 
doubtless obtained by Finlayson with the object of clearing his character in the 
eyes of his uncle in New York, who was responsible for his entry into the service 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company. See Appendix B, p. 388. 
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Benevolent to the men as a man could possibly be But 
Determined and kept them to their Duty. Pierre Kanaquassi 
who loaded his Gun and Fired on Francois Presse with 
Intent to shoot my Deceased son is well known to be one of 
the Greatest Villains in the country and is there any one who 
knew the Deceased and his situation that will Believe that 
he would punish another merely for the sake of punishing 
him so much so as to Induce the sufferer to Load his Gun to 
shoot his tyrant—and his Tyrant would do this without 
saying what it was made him act so inhumanly or that the 
Deceased could have acted so as to oblige twenty two men 
to shoot him—to Deliver themselves from his Tyranny when 
they were in momentary Expectation of the arrival of Sir 
George Simpson when all their wrongs and sufferings would 
be Redressed—But to Revert to Pierre Kanaquassi whom my 
son is Reported to have punished so severely for nothing 
is as I said before one of the Greatest villains in the country 
and whom necessity alone has obliged us to Employ; in 
1840 in going up the Columbia at the Dalles the people 
were ordered not to go to the Indian Lodges But Pierre 
Attempted to go in Defiance of the officers when the Deceased 
knocked him Down and obliged him to Remain and while 
Mr. Rae was in charge of Stikine Pierre left his watch, left 
the Port Hole opened and went to the Indian Lodges after a 
woman for which he was Deservedly flogged—as he had 
afforded an opportunity to the Indians if so Inclined to cut 
off the whole Establishment—If Pierre would act this way 
when there were two officers what would he do when there 
was only one. Urbain Heroux the murderer is a man 
against whom we knew nothing till last Winter and when Mr. 
Rae was at Stikine he placed him in the Store to assist The 
trader But on Herouxs stealing Rum and getting Drunk 
Mr. Rae put him out of the Store—And C. T. Grant! told 
C. F. Douglass last Winter that Herouxs conduct was so Bad 
in Canada that his Relations had been obliged to put him in 
Prison for Burglary and Robbery and Dropped the 
prosecution only on condition he would leave the country 
1 Richard Grant. See H.B.S., III, 442. 
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and he Engaged to come to this country While he was in 
prison. Francois Pressé whom the Deceased is said to have 
put in Irons on the 20th April is a man who was turned out 
of the Southern Department—Heron! is a Blackguard 
Brought up about La Chine and who does not know his 
prayers—William Lasserte is one of those who are said to 
' have fired on the Deceased Charles Boulanger has a Bad 
character—lIf these united with the Iroquois who in General 
are always Ready for mischief (one of them Antoine 
Kawenassa is said to have painted himself with the Blood of 
the Deceased and said to an Indian Laughing—It was the 
Blood of a Deer) they could Easily Bully the Remainder of 
the Whites and prevent them from revealing the truth And 
Indeed perhaps make them speak as they pleased and as to 
the Sandwich Islanders there was no Person there who could 
speak their language sufficiently well to get a Detailed 
Statement of the unfortunate affair But one of them States 
Destinctly ‘he heard a shot fired from the corner of the 
House and Immediately afterwards saw Mr. McLoughlin 
fall and almost at the same moment Urbain Heroux came on 
from the corner of the House and placed his foot on the neck 
of Mr. McLoughlin whilst making convulsive movements 
on the platform after having fallen Urbain Heroux at the 
same moment saying the master is Dead do not say it was 
me ’’ meaning of course do not say it was me who killed him 
—can Sir George Simpson say it was through fear that 
Urbain Heroux put his foot on the neck of his prostrate 
victim, writhing in the Agonies of Death and when the Fatal 
shot was brought home to him he did not Defend it as being 
done through fear, But Denied having fired and Endeavoured 
to prove an alibi and with a knowledge of these facts how can 
any man say it was “‘ Justifiable Homicide”. And for my 
part I firmly Believe it was Deliberate murder and I am 
astonished to find Sir George Simpson came to the conclusion 
he did with such testimony before him and from Persons 
whose Interest it is to Vilify the conduct of the Deceased or 
who perhaps are afraid to tell the truth if in favour of the 
4 George Heron, a son of James Heron (see H.B.8., 1, 442-3). 
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Deceased; as to the property wasted or said to be given to 
Women of which no charge is made in the Books I can say 
I have known Instances in this Country where persons not 
wishing some should see their Extravagance have got some 
of their friends to Allow what they took to be charged to their 
account and have settled it at a more convenient time and 
which might be the Intention of the Deceased as the 
memorandum? was found in his Desk as to his conduct in 
Regard to Women Even allowing it to Be as Bad as is 
represented though I by no means approve of it yet I am sorry 
to say I have known much older men and whom from their 
situation were Bound to shew a much Better Example Guilty 
of as improper conduct in this Respect as the Deceased at 
the same time By Listening to such Statements which have 
no reference to the subject in question Sir George Simpson 
has injured the Standing of Every Gentleman in the Country 
and Diminished their authority—But let us suppose what 
they have said is a fabrication made up to suit the purpose 
of some and that others Dread to Reveal the truth I have 
known many such Instances in the country in less important 
cases and that Instead of the Deceased being the Agressor, 
the men seeing him by himself took advantage of his situation 
Immediately formed plots against him, which they are 
always Disposed to Do when they think they have a good 
opportunity and which we may be certain with such men as 
he had is the case, and that they did only what he forced 
them to do and with such trouble from his men and Alarm 
from Indians we may suppose the Deceased has been kept 
in a state of Anxiety from the time Mr. Finlayson left to the 
moment of his Death, and it is probable very probable, that 
he was murdered in Defending his Rights and maintaining 
his authority and which would not have happened if Sir 
George Simpson had not taken away Mr. Finlayson from 
the place, without any necessity and which on no account 
ought to have been Done, as by leaving one officer alone 
with so many men without knowing them, It was placing 
him Entirely at their mercy and nothing I am certain but 
1'This memorandum has not been identified. 
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Sir George’s Ignorance of the Danger to which he Exposed 
the Deceased made him do so as we find it absolutely necessary 
at Every place and most particularly on the N.West coast to 
keep two officers at least at Each, until we have acquired 
sufficient influence over the Natives and got a set of Good 
Steady men for the place—and Even then we do so only 
where we have not the means to leave two, as Every post 
on the coast to guard against accidents ought to have two 
officers and we only left one officer at such places where 
Liquor is not used. But at Stikine the place in this Country 
where the most numerous and turbulent Bands of Indians 
are constantly assembled, where the most liquor is Expended 
in the trade and where the men can obtain it from the natives 
unless strictly watched by their officers, no person the least 
Versant in the Business of the N.W.Coast, Even with Good 
men, would think of leaving only one officer and I am certain 
no officer of any Experience would Volunteer under such 
Circumstances to take such a charge. And as to the young 
man making no objection! this may very naturally proceed 
from over confidence, Ignorance of the Danger to which he 
would be Exposed, a Wish to please, or unwillingness to 
give offence, and Sir George must have heard that I appointed 
the Deceased to the charge Merely because from his good 
conduct in the Department, his command over the men and 


* H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder, McLoughlin, jnr., to John 
Work, Fort Stikine, October 2, 1841, “...Iam sorry to say that Mr. Finlayson 
is taken away from this post to your place and the one that is left in his place will 
never answer the purpose, he is a fellow that has no education—so you may 
judge in [what] state my mind is—but I shall endeavour to do the Best of my 
abilities to give the best satisfaction until some young gentleman is sent. It was 
the wish of the governor so I had nothing to say...” Ibid., same to same, 
December 2, 1841, “...Iam daily on the look out for our Steamer to see what 
sort of a Trader I am going to get, if he his no better than the two assistants I 
have now, the company must find another gentleman to take charge of this post as 
I [am] determined to leave. I have had scarcely any rest, night and day I am up, 
it 1s too much for one, and my constitution cannot stand it in such a troublesome 
place as this post is, two gentlemen is requisite in case one should get unwell. I 
have not as yet renewed my contract till I see what assistant I shall A ee 
Ibid., same to same, February 14, 1842, McLoughlin reiterated his determination 
to retire if he did not get a better assistant. 

D 
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his Local knowledge of the place he was considered the best 
qualified for the charge at our Disposal in the Department 
and Sir George must recollect that on his telling me he had 
taken Mr. Finlayson from Stikine and left Smith a common 
man to assist in the Shop, (whom we now know to be so 
weak—if not worse that though he knows a man has Loaded 
his Gun to fire on his master, Does not tell it) that I 
Disapproved the measure and told him he had done wrong 
and Endangered the safety of the place and that he replied 
I need be under no Anxiety It was safe, that he had the fullest 
confidence in the Deceased, as he had found Every thing in 
the Best Order about the place, such being the case, he 
certainly ought to have paused before he gave Credance to 
Every thing said by men who might have and Indeed had 
an object in view to make him Believe what they stated 
against a man of whom he so recently appeared to have so 
high an opinion But now is Buried in the Grave and cannot 
Defend himself—But it may be said that C. F. Douglass 
approved of Mr. Finlayson being taken away from Stikine 
and of the Deceased being left alone at that place, this is 
nothing to the purpose Still the measure was wrong. Sir 
George had the power to do as he pleased, and did so, and no 
one in the Indian Country can shew an Instance in which one 
officer only is left in charge of such an Establishment, so 
situated and with such men, Sir George writes “‘a pile of Bear 
Skins had become heated to such a Degree, that if left 
undisturbed a few Days more would have caught fire” But 
I am happy to say they are not in the least injured and surely 
the state these Skins were found is more owing to the 
Negligence of Smith and McPherson, who had the Immediate 
charge of the Indian Shop, than to the Deceased and shews 
how little they are Deserving the character! of ‘‘ Trusty and 

1D. 4/27, fo. 43-43d., Simpson to Dodd, April 27, 1842, “‘ You are hereby 
placed in charge of the Establishment of Stikine, with George Blenkinsop as 
assistant... Notwithstanding the melancholy event that has lately occurred the 
people of the Establishment are upon the whole a well conducted body of men. . . 
‘The young men, McPherson and Smith, who are trusty and confidential and 


who principally conducted the trade of the place during the past season, will 
give you the character of the Indians...” 
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confidential ” which Sir George Gives them in his Instructions 
to Mr. Dodd. 

Sir George Simpson writes ‘‘the Business of the Post 
seems to have been very Badly conducted to which I in 
a great Degree ascribe the unfavourable state of the trade 
_and poorness of the Returns”’ the Returns for the time if 
we may speak in that way are Better at Stikine than at 
Fort Simpson as may be seen by comparing the Returns of 
those places, the Returns of Outfit 1841 for Fort Simpson 
Amount to £5563.19.2 the Returns for Outfit 1841 for 
Stikine to £3353, All the Returns of Fort Simpson for Outfit 
1842, sent by Cow/itz amount to £1449, Returns for Stikine 
Outfit 1842 sent by Cowlitz Amount to £1007 and by the 
common Rule of three It will be seen if £5563 gave £1449 
that £3353, ought to give £873, whereas the Returns sent 
as I already mentioned Amount to £1007 which is Pee: 
more than his proportion—But these are not the whole 
Returns of Outfit 1842. Mr. Work writes me officially “* we 
have had an unusual Severe Winter and a great Deal of Frost 
and Snow the trade has been very dull and our Returns are 
poor”. But when the fine weather comes Round the Indians 
will go about and trade will Revive the Increase at Taco— 
(Sir George seems not to be aware of it) is owing to the 
Increase of Sea Otters to the Northward of which Taco has 
traded in Summer 1841 and Winter 1842 a much greater 
number than usual, and according to arrangement are given 
up to the Russians and they pay us in Beaver which is the 
cause of the augmentation. 

Sir George Simpson also writes “ But I consider it due to 
the people to say that as a Body their Conduct throughout 
has been fully better than could have been Expected under 
such inhuman treatment’ But what proof has Sir George 
of this inhuman treatment I see nothing in the Depositions 
but Bare assertions, without proof and I have not heard of 
any one who had seen marks of violence on the men and 
must leave it to others to Judge of the propriety, of Sir George 
writing in such a Style to a parent, on the murder of his Son 
when that son came to an untimely End in consequence of 
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Sir George’s own most injudicious arrangements. Often 
and often did an old Experienced officer! Express to me his 
Anxiety about the Safety of the Deceased, But as Sir George 
appeared so confident that all was Right I paid no attentions 
to his forebodings as I considered Sir George felt secure 
in consequence of having left with the Deceased an able 
common man as an assistant. I have known several common 
men, who from Physical ability and correct principles were 
as Good assistants as a person could Desire and felt confident 
Every precaution had been taken but upon Enquiry since 
I have heard this fatal Intelligence I find it is the Reverse, 
that this Smith whom I did not find out till now Is a man 
who came here 1839 with Myself and though Stout Enough 
to Defend himself if he had the courage, he is so soft and 
timid that the Men used to impose on him and he was 
consequently constantly complaining to me of their ill usage 
and I had to interfere to protect him and take him out of 
several Boats and place him in others—and he was taken to 
assist in the Store at Tacou—merely because he was supposed 
to be Honest—was such a man to be considered a fit second 
at such a place as Stikine. Sir George lays great Stress on 
“inhuman treatment ’’—has he Ever known men such as 
some that are at Stikine do their Duty, unless forced to do so 
by their officers, I think he himself in 1820 had some difficulty 
with some of his men and he had then three or four officers 
with him, if the Men would act so to him when he had the 
support of three or more officers, how then would twenty two 
men act, (such men as were at Stikine) with a clerk who was 
alone when they could trade Rum from the natives when 
they pleased, as it is fully Evident he had no one on whom 
he could Depend to watch or prevent them obtaining it, Sir 
George Will Recollect that in 1824 when we came to Fort 
George that the men had beaten the two clerks of the place 
in presence of the Late Mr. Kennedy? and certainly they 
had no Right to do so, and probably if we had not come they 
would have taken the command of the Establishment. Do 


1 Chief Factor John Rowand, See p. 88. 
2 Alexander Kennedy. See H.B.8., II, 224-5. 
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not these Men always try to impose on their Superiors and 
must not Every officer make them obey his Lawful commands 
if he wishes to do his Duty. But there are many points in 
these Depositions which shew their Incorrectness and the 
truth no Doubt is most Grossly Exagerrated. As to playing 
at cards and Dancing with the men though improper is what 
~ I have known all do who are placed in such situations, alone 
without Society and as this lead to trouble causing a Breach 
of Discipline It was an additional Reason for our always 
leaving two or more officers in such situations. But time will 
Reveal the truth, however Sir George Simpson should have 
Recollected in taking these Depositions that the Security of 
the Property of the H.B.Co. in this Country (leaving other 
considerations out of the question) Depends Entirely on the 
Standing of the officers and he should have Examined this 
affair more minutely before coming to the conclusion he has 
and taken Evidence with him to prosecute Urbain Heroux 
and taken Pierre Kanaquassi with the Requisite Evidence 
to prosecute him for shooting with Intent to commit 
murder. 

In the mean time I have a Duty and with the Blessing of 
God will perform it to the utmost of my abilities and means. 
I have sent Back Pierre Kanaquassi to Fort Simpson as the 
Best place to secure him, till I find an opportunity to forward 
him with the Requisite Evidence to Sitka to be prosecuted 
for shooting with Intent to Murder. 

As I had to send the Cadboro to Fort Simpson to take the 
Outfits of Stikine and Taco from Fort Simpson to those places 
I sent Mr. OBrien on Board the Cadboro with William 
Spencer, who speaks the Sandwich Island Langauge fluently 
enough to Examine the Sandwich Islanders and any one Else 
if necessary and I will then proceed according to circumstances. 
_ I Beg to point out to your Honor the impropriety of the 

people in Canada Engaging for this Country men under 
Criminal prosecution and Re-Engaging men who had been 
turned out of the Service. I am also informed that Jourdain 
one of the Mackenzie River murderers has been Re Engaged 
and Returned last year to the Country. 
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Sir George writes me in his Letter Dated Sitika 20th April 
18421 “It was Discovered last fall after the Steamer Beaver 
left Sitika only half the quantity of wax tapers purchased here 
for California had been Received the other half remaining 
in the Store I am surprised the Deficiency was not Discovered 
at Vancouver which Evinces some Defect in the store 
management ’’ These tapers as they came on the Package 
passed the Winter at Nisqually and did not come here by the 
Cadboro till March so that the people at Vancouver could not 
be aware of the deficiency when Sir George left this. 

He also informs me he has contracted to Deliver 200 
Cwt.flour at 16/ p. fanega of 126 lb. to the Russians this is 
at the Rate of 14/22 p.cwt.—Including cask and freight 
Landed at Sitika, he adds ‘‘ I am aware we could send our 
Grain to a Better market but having tendered the flour at 
that price to the Russian American Company for the 
Kamchataka contract? I felt unwilling to Decline supplying 
this quantity at Reduced price”’, I never knew the price at 
which Sir George had offered to supply the Russian American 
Co. for Kamschatska for if I had known that he proposed to 
supply the R.A.Co. for Kamschatska with flour at the price 
of 14/22 p.cwt. Including cask and freight I would have told 
him it was too Low that even in delivering it here without 
furnishing casks it would give us nothing for our Labour 
and though we are Allowed only 18/5 p.cwt. for flour by the 
contract of 6 Feby. 1839,—Landed at Sitika—lIt is very Low 
as is Every other article of produce in that Contract, yet it 
must be taken into consideration, It was to begin a Business 
and that the Lease of the coast formed a valuable consideration. 


1D. 4/27, fos. 28d.—35. 

2 A. 6/25, fo. 123, Governor and Committee to Simpson, March 1, 1841, 
. .. 1tappears the Russian American Company are about to enter into a contract 
with the Imperial Government to furnish the Province of Kamschatka for a 
term of ten years, deliverable at the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, with grain 
and other supplies, usually provided by subjects of the United States and other 
strangers: and that the Russian American Company are disposed to take Grain 
and other farm produce, that would be required by them to fulfil that Contract 
from the Company, deliverable at Sitka, in addition to the contract entered into 
thro’ you at Hamburg under date 6th February 1839.” See p. 25, n. 3. 


ce 
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Sir George also writes “‘ Gov. Etoline Says we are in the Habit 
of charging the cask in which the flour is contained this is 
unusual as the price of that Article is always understood to 
cover the package and I have therefore agreed it shall be 
Discontinued ” of course we will not charge it in Canada, 
however when a man Buys flour by the cwt. he furnishes 
the Bag or Barrel and when he purchases it by the Barrel— 
the Barrel forms part of the price at which it is sold—But Sir 
George having made the contract is the Best Judge to Interpret 
its meaning. 

Sir George writes that Mr. Ritschieff! told him he paid only 
13 Dollar p.fanega for clean wheat in California. [ do not 
know how this is Chief factor Douglass in 1840 Delivered 
to Mr. Ritscheff some California wheat and brought a 
quantity here which Mr. Douglass told me was Similar to 
what the Russians purchased and was Extremely Dirty and 
I am sorry to say from what I heard in California and I think 
Sir George also must have heard it I would require some one 
to corroborate Mr. Ritscheffs assertion before I could give 
it credit. 

As to pemican it will be impossible to get it on this side of 
the mountains. We cannot now get grease sufficient for 
the Interior we must supply grease from here. It will therefore 
be necessary to get pemican from the Fast side, But 1/ p.lb. 
will not pay the Expences and besides to bring it across in 
the fall It will be mostly spoilt Ere it Reaches Sitka therefore 
on that account they ought not to Depend on it as It cannot be 
brought across before fall 1843 and perhaps may only get to 
Sitka January or June 1844; as to Salted Sturgeon Sir George 
and many others will be surprised when I tell them that this 
year we only had four at this place, however between this and 
fort George We will be able to get the quantity required. 

eit George remarks “I have therefore to Beg Mr. 
Ermatinger or some other active officer Be sent to watch the 
Opposition at the mouth of the River Discharging Bernie 2 

*In charge of the Russian American Company’s establishment at Bodega, 


California. See Simpson, Sourney Round the World, Vi, 199-200. 
* James Birnie. See H.B.S., III, 428-9. 
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on a pension of fifty pounds commencing from rst June 1842 
for a term of five years provided he Directs his attention to 
agriculture and to nothing Else”. But we have two American 
Vessels in the River in opposition—one of them Capt. Couch, 
wants to leave all he cannot sell in the River if he can get a 
proper person to take it in charge, for this Reason I have Deferred 
Mentioning Sir Georges offer. Besides the opposition gives 
us full Employment and we have no officer to replace Bernie. 

In a private note Dated Taco 24th April 2 Sir George writes 
‘““Kennedy® thinks although the trade is improving the 
Establishment of Taco quite superfluous, while the Steamer 
Beaver is kept up”. Weall know no Indians will keep their 
furs when they are in want of an article till our Steamer comes 
to them when they can get their wants supplied by sending 
their furs to the Russians. Besides we never will acquire 
that influence over the natives with the Steamer or a Sailing 
vessel that we would with Establishments—If we kept up the 
posts of Stikine and Taco now that Sir George has settled with 
the Russians that liquor is not to be issued to the Indians 
after 18434 in a few years we might without any Difficulty 


1 His ship was the brig Cheaamus. See p.58. The other American vessel was 
the Nereus whose commander (Captain Chapman), according to Simpson’s letter 
to McLoughlin dated April 20, 1842, from Sitka, (D. 4/27, fo. 30), was “a 
brother-in-law of Spaldings, who, with all his sophistry and smoothness, I 
understand, is a very sly, cunning, deceitful fellow, not to be depended upon.” 

This private letter has not been traced. 

3 John Frederick Kennedy. See H.B.8., IV, 346. 

4See p. 29. D. 4/110, fo. 18-18d., Simpson to Governor and Committee, 
Fort Vancouver, November 25, 1841, “... notwithstanding the terms of the 
convention between Great Britain and Russia of Feby. 1825, 1 find that a 
considerable quantity of Spirituous liquors, is disposed of by them to Indians in 
barter for both furs and provisions. We have discontinued the use of that article 
upon the Coast as a medium of barter, except in the immediate vicinity of the 
Russian establishments, ever since the Americans have withdrawn, and the 
natives are become so perfectly reconciled to the privation, that in the whole 
course of my travels this season, where the use of it was discontinued, I only 
heard one enquiry respecting the article of Rum. With a view to the well being 
of the Indian population of the Coast, and to guard as much as possible against 
even the semblance of competition, I suggested to Govr. Etholine, that the use of 
spirituous liquors should be discontinued by both parties, on a date that may 
hereafter be agreed upon previous to the 31st Decr. 1843; and I have much 
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have placed a post in the Interior of Stikine and Taco or its 
vicinity, on British territory and at the Expiration of the present 
contract the Company would have found the Advantage of it 
—and in conclusion | can only observe that many venture to 
give an opinion, on this subject who have had no opportunity 
to acquire correct information ; others who had, did not 
- avail themselves of it. I can have no object, But the Interest 
of the trade, the Result of which must affect my Interest and 
feelings, no person has had such an opportunity, to Examine 
into this Business as I have, and until Dr. Kennedy or any one 
Else has had the opportunities I have had, taken the pains | 
have to acquire information on this subject and is placed in the 
situation to have my feelings on the Result I do not see how 
his or their opinion can be brought in comparison with mine. 

The Brigade under the charge of C. F. Ogden accompanied 
by C. T. Manson reached this on the 8th Instant and I am 
sorry to have to inform you that one of the Boats was swamped 
- in the Dalles above Okanagan and five men were unfortunately 
Drowned. Canote Umphreville the Columbia Guide, P. 
Martineau David Flett, Louison Boucher Andre Areuhoniante, 
the Guide Canote Umphreville, was a Good faithful, servant 
of 31 years standing in the Columbia. 


satisfaction in saying that he readily assented to this arrangement.” Ibid., fos. 
99d.—100, same to same, Eastern Siberia, July 6, 1842, “... I returned to Sitka 
. . . A few days afterwards, an Indian was killed in a drunken fray that took place 
in the native village adjoining the Establishment, and this led to two murders in 
cold blood the following morning, in presence of Govr. Etholine and myself :— 
these horrible scenes of blood-shed ; arising from drunkeness, following each 
other in quick succession, afforded Govr. Etholine and myself, the best possible 
reasons for interdicting the use of Spirituous liquors forthwith in the Indian trade, 
along the whole line of Coast : and an agreement [ibid, fo. 107] was accordingly 
entered into between us [dated New Archangel, May 13, 1842], copies of which 
were dispatched to the different establishments, to be acted upon from the date on 
which they should be received; a measure, which I feel assured, will be highly 
approved both by your Honors and the Board of Direction of the R.A. Coy. On 
this subject, I have had occasion to address C. F. McLoughlin and some of the 
other Gentlemen, holding charges on the shores of the Pacific, as pr. copies of 
letters which I shall lay before you on my return to England.” Cf. Report from 
the Select Committee on the Hudson’s Bay Company ... (London, 1857), p. 60, 
nos. 1036-8 and pp. 368—g ; also Simpson, Fourney Round the World, U1, 204-7. 
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The furs were Delivered in good order and with Mr. 
Ogden came the Revd. father Desmet! a Jesuit, who with 
two other priest, and five lay Brethren has Established a 
mission on Bitter Root River in the Vicinity of Flat Head 
post—the Revd. Gentleman is come for a few Agricultural 
implements which we can afford to sell him. 

The two American Vessel the Nereus and Echinamis at 
present at the falls of the Willamette give us the usual 
Employment which opposition Does one of them the Nereus 
it 1s said leaves in September and gives up the Business— 
But as I already stated Capt. Couch of the Chinamus is 
looking out for some one in whose charge he will leave the 
Remains of his Outfit and wishes to sail Also in September 
for the States. But it is said, his owner Mr. Cushing? of 
Salem near Boston is to Despatch a Vessel in November 
from Salem to be here in May 1843, as yet they have only 
about Eighty Barrels Salmon between them, and there is no 
appearance they will get many Salmon, and they as yet will 
take no wheat or more correctly speaking they will not sell 
on credit to be paid in wheat, as at present the settlers have 
no wheat for sale. 

The Steamer Beaver is at Nisqually Capt. McNiel writes 
me in his of the 4 Instant ‘‘ Seventeen plank are found to be 
Rotten on the Star Board side of the fore castle which we are 
replacing Mr. Careless tells me that the Steamer will not be 
Ready for three or five months after the new Boilers are on 
Board or to speak more to the purpose he thinks we cannot 
start untill rst January 1843”. 

I have said so much already on the subject of the steamer, 
that it is painful to revert to it—yet it is more so to see large 
sums of money lost to no purpose. As to the assertion of 
some that she Drove the opposition from the Coast It is 


1See P. J. De Smet, Letters and Sketches: with a Narrative of a Year's 
Residence among the Indian Tribes of the Rocky Mountains (Philadelphia, 1843), 
and Oregon Missions and Travels over the Rocky Mountains, in 184 5-46 (New 
York, 1847). Reprints have been edited by R. G. Thwaites in Vols. XXVII 
and XXVIII of Early Western Travels (Cleveland, Ohio, 1906). 

2 Presumably John Newmarch Cushing, father of Senator Caleb Cushing. 
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not the fact, they gave over the Contest before we had the 
Steamer, because they could not afford to carry on a losing 
Business, and those who resorted to the coast afterwards came 
merely to hire Indians to go with them to hunt the Sea Otter 
on the Coast of California and it is certain since it is Determined 
to abandon Stikine and Taco,! that it would be more 
_ Advantageous to pay the Russians the Rent and do away with 
the Steamer than to keep up the Steamer for the purpose solely 
as is the case of collecting the furs North of Fort Simpson 
and though I am certain time will prove I am correct yet it 
will not Restore the money lost to the parties Interested. 

As Sir George has with him the Depositions he took on the 
Melancholy Occurrence at Stikine I now send only a copy of 
Thomas McPhersons Letter to Mr. Work Mr. OBrien and 
Capt. Brotchie’s Depositions? to which I already Alluded in 
this Letter and I can only repeat again that from my knowledge 
of the character of these men who will only do their Duty— 
when they are made to do it—-I am convinced from the moment 
the Deceased was left alone they conspired against, (I have 
known them Invariably act so when they had the power) 
him and as to his ill treating the men It will be found if he did 
so he was obliged to do so to keep them to their Duty. 

I am 
Honble. Sirs 
your obedient 
Humble Servant 
Jno. McLoucuiin 


1 See Introduction, pp. xv-vi, and pp. 70, 99, and Appendix A, pp. 263, 297, 


53: 
2 For McPherson’s letter and O’Brien’s deposition see Appendix A, pp. 340-1, 
345-6. Brotchie’s deposition dated June 26, 1842, is in B.223/b/29, fo. 22. 
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Vancouver 7 Fuly 18421 


To The Governor Depy. Govr. & Committee 
Hble. Hudsons Bay Compy. London 


Hons te, Sirs 

I beg to inform, that on Chief Factor Douglas meeting 
Pierre Kanaquasse, he asked him where he was on the night, 
on which the late Mr. John McLoughlin was murdered, to 
which he replied at once, I will tell you the whole story to the 
best of my recollection, and proceeded to give a deposition 
which is too long to detail in a letter, and as the vessel is at 
Ft. George, I have not time to get it copied. P. Kanaquasse 
states in Consequence of Mr. McLoughlin’s not allowing 
the men to take Indian wives or bring Indian women into the 
Fort, according to his orders, and not allowing the men to 
go out of the Fort at night to go after Indian women, and 
his flogging two men because they had given away their 
wearing apparel to Indian women, that all the men of the 
Fort except Pouhow, a Sandwich Islander, had Signed an 
agreement, which had been written by Thomas McPherson 
before last Christmas to murder the late Mr. John 
McLoughlin, that he supposed, it had been settled to kill 
him on that day and that he knew it, as though he never saw 
him drink Spirituous liquors at any time, that day the deceased 
appeared more excited than usual, and observed several times, 
you want to kill me, if you do so you will kill a man, and says, 
the men were in the habit of going over the pickets at night 
unknown to the deceased, and purchasing Rum when they 
pleased from the Indians, and in spite of all he could do. 
The month previous to his being murdered, that, Heroux 
Lasserte & Simon Anaheurazé were daily drunk that he 
Pierre Kanaquassé told Philip Smith, he P. Kanaquasse, was 
going to kill Mr. John McLoughlin, and Philip Smith said it 
was very well and signed the paper with the others to kill 


* B. 223/b/29, fos. 29-30. This duplicate letter is in a clerk’s writing. 
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Mr. McLoughlin. Pierre Kanaquassé, gave his declaration, 
and Mr. Douglas merely wrote down what he said, and time 
will shew if itis true. But I understand that Mr. McPherson, 
was caught (two days after Sir George Simpson left Stikine) 
going over the pickets of the Fort at night, if he could do so 
then after what had just happened, how did he conduct 
himself when the deceased was alone, and as Mr. Dodd is 
not sufficiently acquainted with these men to manage them, 
and Mr. Manson! can be succeeded by Mr. Tod? at 
Thompsons River, I have sent Mr. Manson with eleven men 
to take charge of Stikine, directed him to keep Mr. Dodd 
and Blenkinsop with him, and sent Mr. O Brien for the 
winter to replace Mr. Finlayson at Ft. Simpson and Mr. 
Finlayson who was at Stikine with the late Mr. McLoughlin, 
from Feby. to October 1841, will be able to give valuable 
information to Mr. Manson, who will examine all the men 
of the place, and is instructed to deliver all those, against 
whom there is any criminal accusation to the Russian 
authorities at Sitika to be dealt with according to law, and as 
mentioned my anxiety to give this a chance of getting down 
before the vessel Sails, must be my apology for the brevity 
of this, 
I am Honble. Sirs 
Your obed. humble Servant 
(Sd.) Joun McLovucuun 


P.S. It is from Mr. Finlayson, whom Mr. Work sent on 
hearing of the murder of the late Mr. McLoughlin and who 
got there after Sir George Simpson’s departure, that Mr. 
O Brien was informed that Mr. Dodd had caught McPherson 
scaling the pickets in the night, and my opinion is, that it is 
because Mr. McLoughlin gave them to understand, that he 
was aware of their plot to murder him, that they determined 
to carry it into execution before the Steamer came, as he then 
would have had it in his power to prevent them. 
(Sd.) J. McL. 


* Donald Manson. See H.B.8., I, 458. 
2John Tod. See H.B.8., III, 459-60. 
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Ft. Vancouver 19 Augt. 18421 


To The Governor Depy. Govr. & Comee. 
Hble. Hudsons Bay Compy. London 


He te. Srrs 

I have the pleasure to inform you that the Vadleyfteld? 
Capt. Boulton * reached this the 21 ulto., and began to land 
cargo on the 22d, and I am sorry to say some of her cargo 
got wet and is damaged, we have not yet been able to ascertain 
the whole amount of the injury, but at present we have found 
to the amount of about five hundred pounds, 

2. As, if we had shipped the Boilers on board of the 
Vancouver, we would have been obliged to cut two of the 
beams of the Vancouver, which I hardly think myself authorised 
to do, and besides the Companys vessels are so staunch, we 
get our Goods in such good condition in them, that I feel 
extremely reluctant to do any thing of the kind in case it might 
injure them, that I would sanction no alteration, on them 
unless positively directed to do so, and therefore have sent the 
Valleyfield on the monthly pay to take the Boilers to the 


Steamer at Nisqually, for which place she sailed on the 15. 


Inst., after she has unloaded the Boilers we have done with 
her, but as Mr. Rae may have a cargo of hides, I recommended 


* B. 223/b/29, fos. 37-8. This duplicate letter is in a clerk’s writing. 

* A. 6/25, fo. 155d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, December 1, 
1841, “ We regret... that the Prince of Wales is found to be in such a state, 
that we do not think it advisable to continue her in the service of the Company 
and she will be disposed of. ‘This has compelled us to alter the arrangements, we 
had come to, of sending the Prizce Albert to Columbia River with the goods 
remaining of Indent for Outfit 1843, as detailed in our general Dispatch to Sir 
George Simpson of the rst March (parph. 16). We have therefore taken up the 
Valleyfield of 350 tons, and she is consigned to you in charge of Captn. Boulton 
(recently returned from York Factory in command of the Prince Albert) laden 
with the above goods, the Boilers for the Beaver Steamer, and a few bulky articles 
in advance of next years shipment . . . also about twenty five tons on freight for 
the Russian American Company...” 

3 Henry Edward Boulton. See H.B.8., IV, 160, n. e 
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to Captn. Woodward! to call at St. Francisco, which he 
promised to do and gave him r¢ barrels Salmon, 56 barrels 
Flour, & 6 puncheons Rum, which is in demand at St. 
Francisco, and of which in consequence of the happy 
event of no liquor being sold on the Coast,2 we have a 
_superabundance, and Calefornia is the only place where we 
can sell it, but if Captn. Woodward, does not land it at 
St.Francisco he will take it on to Woahoo. 

3. The Vancouver Captn. Duncan after delivering her Cargo 
in good order at Sitika, Fort Simpson & Ft.McLoughlin (she 
was not to go to Stikine & Tacow) returned here on the 
6 Inst. and delivered the Returns of Ft.Simpson & Ft. 
McLoughlin in good order, and sailed on the 15 Inst. bound 
for F't.Langley for the Salmon of the place, on her return she 
will proceed with Salmon, lumber and Flour to Woahoo, and 
on her return in 1843, touch at St.Francisco for whatever 
Mr. Rae may have to put on board. | 

4. Owing to the high water, our crop at Vancouver is not 
so good as usual, but the Cowelitz Crop is fully equal to last 

ear, 

: 5. The Salmon has been more abundant this year than it 
has ever been, since I am here, we have 600 barrels, Captn. 
Chapman 600, and Captn. Couch 100 barrels, he says he 
had not sold, what he took to Boston the last time he was here, 
and I believe also, it is because the Salmon Trade, was higher 
than he expected, that he did not push, he leaves a part of his 
Goods as he intended in charge of a Clerk, and his owner, Mr. 
Cushing of Salem, is to send a vessel here next Spring, Captn. 
Chapman I understand has given up all idea of coming back. 

The affairs of the Department go on in other respects in the 

usual way. 
I have the honor to be 
Honble. Sirs 
Your obedt. humble Servant 
(sd.) Joun McLoucutin 


* Supercargo of the Va//eyfield and acting on behalf of the owners, Messrs. J 
Chapman & Co., of Leadenhall Street, London. 
mee p. 66, .n., 4. 
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Fort Vancouver 19th August 18421 


To The Governor, Deputy Governor & Committee 
Hble. H.Bay Co. London 


Hons e. Sirs 

In the 4 par. of mine of 24 June last, I informed your 
Honors that I had sent P. Kanaquassé back to Ft. Simpson as 
the best place to secure him till I found an opportunity to 
forward him with the requisite evidence to Sitika, to be 
prosecuted for shooting with intent to murder, I accordingly 
sent him to Nisqually to embark on board the Cadboro which 
was to proceed to Ft. Simpson to take the Outfits to Tacow 
& Stikine, after she had taken Chief Factor Douglas to 
examine the south end of Vancouvers Island, while on this 
trip Chief Factor Douglas got P. Kanaquasse narrative? of 
the transactions at Stikine, in consequence of which I proceeded 
to Nisqually to examine P. Kanaquasse, which I did in 
presence of Chief Traders Manson & McNiell, Messrs. Paul 
Fraser,? OBrien, Steel and McDonald4 Clerks in the 
Companys Service and of Dr. Richmond Methodist Missionary 
at that place and of the Revd. Jason Lee Superintendant 
of the Methodist Mission, and you will see by his Deposition,® 
that my surmises as stated in mine of 24 June, that the men 
had formed a plot against the deceased and that ‘‘ when these 
men do not say what it is they are accused of, when they are 
ill treated as they say, it is because they are aware if they tell 
the truth, people will know their bad conduct”, were well 
founded, as Pierre Kanaquasse stated to Mr. Douglas, that 


' B. 223/b/29, fos. 39-41d. Only the signatures to this letter are in McLough- 
lin’s writing. 

2 B. 223/b/29, fos. 48-53. 

3 See W. S. Wallace (ed.), Documents Relating to the North West Company 
(Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1934), p. 444. 

* Angus McDonald (a). See Appendix B, pp. 393-4. 

° B. 223/b/29, fos. 54—61d., July 16, 1842. 
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there was an agreement drawn out by Thomas McPherson, 
and signed by the men of the place to murder the deceased, 
and in his Deposition to murder him, if not removed from 
the place; as to the people flogged, you see what they had 
done, and Chief Factor Douglas had to flog one man Summer 
1840, while on the Coast for sleeping at his Post, and had 
another tied up to be flogged, but did not do it, because his 
predecessor had not Called him up, and certainly if there is 
a place where the Sentry ought to be punished for sleeping 
at his Post, it is on the North West Coast, where the lives of 
the whole Establishment depend on the Vigilance of the 
Sentry. 

2. If your Honors will compare P. Kanaquasse’s narrative, 
and Deposition, with the depositions taken by Sir George 
Simpson, you will see how much they differ, for instance 
Philip Smith’s in regard to P. Kanaquasse himself, I select 
Philip Smith because he speaks Gaelic & English, and Sir 
George Simpson could not misunderstand him. Smith states 
“the deponent has frequently seen the deceased punishing 
Peter Kanaquasse very severely (when in a state of intoxication) 
to such a degree as to disable the man from duty for weeks 
together, that after one of these severe beatings the said Peter 
loaded his Gun, went into the Bastion rung the Bell expecting 
the deceased would come out, but instead of the deceased 
Pressé came out whom Peter mistaking for the deceased in 
the dark fired at but missed him, the Ball striking a post by 
his head.” Whereas this statement of Smiths is directly at 
variance with Kanaquasse’s own evidence, (see page 8) which 
states, that he fired with intent to shoot the deceased, because 
the latter wanted him to flog Antoine, which he refused to do, 
and also states, that previous to this atrocious attempt on the 
deceased’s life, he had been struck only twice by the deceased, 
once during the time Mr. Rae was in charge and once 
afterwards as you see (page 4) for offences deserving of 
punishment, for taking, or properly speaking stealing Salmon, 
and giving the lie to Mr. R. Finlayson, which he would not 
have done if Mr. Finlayson had been a man able to knock him 
down, He further states that, he did not fire only once, in 

E 
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attempting to shoot the deceased, but three times (see page 7) 
‘““T was going to fire at him, but it was not at him, but at 
Lasserte whom I mistook for the deceased, the second time, 
it was at Pressé, whom I mistook for the deceased, the third 
time I do not know, on whom it was that I fired, Every time 
I fired, Martineau who could see better than me, knocked 
the gun up, saying it is not he it is not he, I then jumped over 
the pickets, and went to an Indian Lodge, the deceased came 
immediately after with four men and carried me away, the 
deceased struck me with his Gun.” But you have the 
Depositions before you and they speak for themselves, and 
I will only observe that in my opinion P. Kanaquasse has not 
told all he knows about this melancholy affair, and that it will 
be found more atrocious even, than it is represented, but it 
is needless to dwell on suppositions, time will reveal the 
truth, and I will only say at present, that unless this unfortunate 
affair is thoroughly investigated, the truth ascertained and 
justice done to all parties, you may depend there will be more 
of this work, and stories made up after the atrocious deed is 
perpetrated, to shew it was done in self defence, as a proof 
of this one of our men of the name of Mousette,! as you see 
by the deposition taken by Chief Factor Douglas, proposed 
to murder Mr. Charles Forrest,? the officer in charge of the 
place, merely because, as I found out Mr. Forrest had scolded 
him and two others for not performing in the day, the work of 
one man, The fact is that all these men in general though 
they work very cheerfully in Boats, & canoes, work very 


1'The deposition taken by Douglas has not been traced, but B. 223/b/31, fo. 
109, contains the following: “This roth day of July 1842 Hilaire Guilbeau 
being duly sworn on the holy Gospel maketh Oath that about five weeks ago 
he the deponent, Narcisse Forcier and Narcisse Moussette were splitting wood for 
shingles when Narcisse Moussette addressing Forcier and the deponent, said that 
if he found any one to join him he would act as they had done at Stikine and 
murder Mr. C. Forrest. The deponent and Forcier observed to Moussette, he 
did wrong to make use of such words, that it was not language to be used. Sworn 
before me this roth day of July 1842 at the Cowelitz Farm Hilaire Guilbeau x 


— 


sa mark sd. John McLoughlin”. A similar deposition was taken from Narcisse ~ 


Forcier on the same day. 
2 See Appendix B, pp. 389-90. 
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reluctantly about an Establishment, and that most of them 
have to be pushed to make them work at an Establishment. 
To return to Moussette, on going to the Cowelitz, I had 
him brought before me with the Witnesses, he did not 
deny having said so, but said he meant it only as a joke, I 
_ told him, it was not language to be used, that he must answer 
for it in a court of Justice, and left him in Confinement, and 
by first opportunity he will be sent to Canada to go about 
his business, as it will not be worth while to send evidence 
to prosecute him. 

3. Having decided on thoroughly investigating this affair, 
and finding that Chief Trader Manson’s Services would be 
dispensed with at Thompson’s River as he could be replaced 
by Chief Trader Tod from New Caledonia, I decided on 
sending Mr. Manson to take charge of Stikine, and allow 
Mr. Dodd to remain with him, as Mr. Manson from his 
standing in the Country, his speaking the language fluently, 
& his knowledge of the character of our people, is better 
qualified to examine them than Mr. Dodd, and conceiving 
as I had not P. Kanaquasse’s narrative at the time, but on 
receiving P, Kanaquasse’s narrative, having proofs that the 
people of Stikine had conspired to murder the deceased, I 
gave Mr. Manson a full complement of fresh hands for the 
Establishment, and directed him by mine of Eee oly oto 
give all the people at Stikine over to the Russian Authorities 
at Sitika to be dealt with according to Law, as it appears to 
me the Deed having been perpetrated on Russian Territory, 
Russian Courts alone could take cognizance of it, and the 
only apology I have for not waiting for your Honors instructions 
on the Subject is that it would be very troublesome and 
expensive to keep these men here in prison, till I heard from 
you, and without doubt if this melancholy affair is passed 
over, and not thoroughly examined, we will soon have more 
of them, as you see by Moussettes conduct, unless the Officers 
allow the men do as they please, as it appears from Pierre 
Kanaquasse’s deposition the deceased was murdered, because 
he would not allow the men, bring loose women into the 

1 H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder. 


68 AUGUST 19, 1842 


Fort, to go to the Indian Camp, or more of the men to take 
Indian Wives according to his instructions. 
I have the Honor to be 
Your obedt. humble Servant 
Joun McLovcutiin 


While Kanaquasse was here, as long as the Cowe/izz was 
here, I would not allow him come on shore, on her sailing he 
was put in the Hospital, and I never saw him while here, 
By the first opportunity I sent him across to Nisqually to 
embark in the Cadboro, so little did he feel for what he had 
been concerned in, and what had happened that in passing 
at the Cowelitz he observed to one of the men “ this is the 
way we break these fellows in, I am going to the Coast again 
and if any of them does any thing to me, I will shoot him”’, 
the villain supposed no further notice would be taken of the 
murder, you will also observe the threat these fellows make if 
Mr. Manson went there, but there is no danger for him, they 
will not dare do anything, but this shews their sentiments, 
Mr. Manson has Mr. OBrien for the present, in addition 
to Mr. Dodd, Blenkinsopp & six choice men, on whom he 
can depend. And the only apology I have for troubling 
your Honors with this at present is that Sir George Simpson 
requests in his Letter to Govr. Etholine, that no measure 
be taken that will affect the life of the said Urbain Heroux, 
until “‘ after a full report of all the circumstances connected 
with the case shall have been laid before our respective 
Governments ”’, and if P. Kanaquasse’s deposition is true, the 
depositions made before Sir George Simpson are false and 
must lead to a very erroneous decision, and to my surprise 
I this moment see a letter from Urbain Heroux to one of his 
friends in which he states ‘‘ I am working at a mill”, I think 
it is not usual to allow persons accused of murder to work 
in that way, until they have been tried and acquitted. 

Jno. McLoucuuin} 


1'This letter is endorsed: “ Dup. No. 3 Col. Rr. Aug. 28/43 C. F. 
McLoughlin Aug. 19/42 ”. 
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Fort Vancouver 31 October 18421 


To The Governor Depy. Governor & Committee 
Honble. Hudsons Bay Company London 


Hons te. Srrs 
I had the honor to address you on the 24 June, 7 July 
and 19 August last Copies of which I forward with this and 
I have the pleasure to report, which | ought to have done 
before, that the Vancouver delivered her cargo in excellent 
preservation, but there is a deficiency of a cask Stockholm 
Tar, and a firkin of soft Soap, and some of the rolls of Tobacco, 
as also in the Valleyfield were open and some Tobacco taken 
out of them, the Captains say this must have been done in 
the London Docks. But I am sorry to observe our Shoes are 
still procured from Mr. Surridge, though in our additional 
Requisition as far back as for Outfit 1839 shipment 1837, 
for Outfit 1840 shipment 1838, Outfit 1841 shipment 1839, 
Outfit 1843 shipment 1841, we have called attention to the 
very inferior quality of his Goods, they are in fact the very 
worst articles of the kind we ever had at the price, which has 
been rising with every succeeding importation without any 
improvement in the quality of the Shoes which are so flimsy, 
as ever seldom holding together fifteen days, and owing to 
the inferior quality of the leather, taking in water at every 
pore. In the excessively rainy winter of this Coast we require 
strong durable Shoes, that will keep out water and the feet 
dry, these obtained from Surridge have none of these qualities 
so necessary to the health and comfort of the people, at our 
Establishments on the Coast, Mr. Flint our former Shoemaker 
furnished excellent Shoes at the prices now charged by 
Surridge, and we would take the liberty to recommend him 
or some other Tradesman to your attention. 
2. I have called the attention of the Gentlemen in charge 


* B. 223/b/29, fos. 75-91. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s 
writing. 
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of Establishments to the 2d paragraph of your Despatch of 
8 Sepr. 1841 in regard to staged Skins? and you may depend 
every attention will be paid to this important object, but I 
must observe that in the lower parts of the Columbia, and 
along the Coast the Indians are so independent, the skins pass 
through so many hands, before they come to us, that it is 
impossible for us to get the skins dressed as they ought, still 
we will do all we can. 

3. In your 8 paragraph you write ‘‘ We were glad to learn 
that Stikine & Tacow were established agreeably to 
instructions, and no doubt Govr. Simpson will in Conference 
with you have come to some decision on the subject of forming 
any other new Establishments on the Coast.” Before this 
I presume you have seen that Governor Simpson has left 
me instructions to erect an Establishment on Vancouvers 
Island and abandon Tacow and Ft. McLoughlin,? and do the 
business of these two places with the Steamer, and you will 
see by mine of 10 Feby. 18423 to Governor Simpson, that 
I disapprove of his plan, and propose to keep up “ the present 


1 A. 6/25, fo. 145, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, September 8, 
1841, “ The cargo p. the Vamcouver arrived in good condition. By the catalogue 
of sale on the 25th inst. you will notice the prices that have this year been obtained 
for the respective articles, but we regret to observe that the peltries from the West 
side the Mountains do not average such high prices as formerly, there being a 
greater quantity of staged skins in each successive shipment, and the prices at the 
fair at Leipsic having been lower than expected, the prices here are lower than 
they were in the spring.” Mr. N. E. Beynes, Assistant Manager of the Fur 
Department of the Hudson’s Bay Company, states that “ A ‘ staged ’ or ‘ stagey’ 
skin is one with dark blue patches on the pelt (i.e. leather). The condition occurs 
when the animal is taken out of season, when, in the case of most animals, the fur 
and pelt are not at their best.” The earliest example of the printed use of the 
word ‘stagey’ or ‘stagy’ cited by the Oxford English Dictionary is from The 
Times of May 22, 1885, and then only in connection with seal skins, but the 
word has long been in use in the fur trade. For example, the Governor and 
Committee when writing to Governor John Fullertine at Albany Fort on June 23, 
1702, stated that the trade in “ stage (or summer) Beavor ” was not to be en- 
couraged on account of its low value and the high customs duty. Probably the 
Company’s archives, if they were available, would reveal earlier examples of the 
use of this adjective. 

2 See p. 59, and Appendix A, p. 263. 

3D. 4/111, fos. 84-85d. See Appendix A, pp. 334-5. 
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Establishments and to erect another on the North end of 
Vancouvers Island, convert the Steamer into a sailing vessel, 
employ her to take the supplies to the Coast and bring here 
the Returns, the quantity of Furs the Establishment would 
procure more than the Steamer, the cheaper rate at which 
they would be procured by the Establishment, will render 
the Trade much more profitable, than if carried on by the 
Steamer, and Establishments on the lands of the Indians will 
give the Company more influence over them” and the Trade 
will not be exposed to the loss and derangement by an accident 
happening the Steamer or Engineer, as the last year, aS since 
the return of the Beaver from Sitika with Sir George Simpson 
in October 1841, she has been able to do nothing in 
consequence of the Engineer reporting the Boilers were bad, 
and indeed as we know the cost of the Establishments, and 
of the Steamer Beaver, the advantages of the Establishments 
over the Steamer are so self evident, that I cannot see how a 
person possessed of the least knowledge of the business can 
maintain a different opinion. In short by carrying on the 
Trade of Tacow & Fort McLoughlin with the Steamer 
is placing it (besides the accidents to which machinery is 
exposed) entirely at the mercy of the Engineer, a man in 
no way interested in the result, and who may act as whim or 
caprice may induce him, as in this very instance Arthur 
in 1840 reported the Boilers would last till £643, in to4t Vir. 
Carless condemns them, what can we do in this case, but act 
as Mr. Carless wishes, as we are entirely unacquainted with 
the business. 

4. I am not surprised that you approve of the measures 
taken to suppress the use of spirituous liquors, as you have 
repeatedly given orders to this effect, and as Sir George 
Simpson will inform you he has been able to effect an 
arrangement with Govr. Etholeny by which no liquor is to 
be sold on the North West Coast, which I am certain is one 
of the most beneficial measures, that could be effected for the 
Trade, as to us here we have sold no liquor to the men, for 
several years back, but we give them at this place the usual 
Gratuity, a pint Rum on engaging, one pint at New Years 
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day, and a pint when they leave for their winter quarters 
on a long voyage, and a pint when they return, and now and 
then a glass. These are indulgences of long established 
Custom, and of course I would not interfere with them, 
without having positive instructions.! 

. We have not acquired sufficient information to speak 
decidedly of the cloth procured from the House of Henry & 
Co. of Leeds mentioned in your 16 paragraph, but we will 
do so by the Spring Express. 

6. In the 29 paragraph of your Despatch of 1 Decr. 1841,? 
you state you have received a communication from the 
Russian Company from St. Petersburg respecting the Contract 
for the supply of Butter and the annual delivery of the otter 
Skins, of course it is unnecessary for me to observe I only 
acted in what I did in compliance with instructions, and in 
consequence of being informed in 1841 that Governor 
Etholene required only a few Kegs Butter for his table and 
relieved us from the Contract, I sent this Spring only 1134 lbs. 


* Cf. D. 4/27, fos. 45d.—46, Simpson to McLoughlin, Sitka, May 13, 1842, 
““. . . you will observe by the enclosed agreement [with Governor Etholine, see 
p- 56, n. 4], that no Spirituous Liquors shall be sold or given in presents to 
Indians from and after this date by the R.A. Co. at Sitka or elsewhere on 
the N.W. Coast, nor by the H.B. Co. at the Establishments of Taco, Stikine, 
Ft. Simpson, Ft. McLoughlin or elsewhere to the Northward of Latitude 5Og 
from and after the date on which a circular... that I have addressed to the 
Gentlemen in charge of those posts, shall have been received... By the same 
circular . . . I have given instructions that after receipt thereof no Spirituous Liquors 
shall be sold or given in drams or otherwise to any of the Company’s Servants or 
people at any of the Establishments of the coast, but that the stock on hand shall be 
laid up and held sacred until the Gentlemen in charge may hereafter receive 
instructions in regard to the disposal or application thereof. Remonstrances may 
be made against this measure, on the ground that the moisture of the climate of 
the N.W. Coast renders the moderate use of Spirituous Liquors necessary to the 
preservation of health: such remonstrances are totally unworthy of notice and 
must not be regarded...” and Appendix A, p. 307. 

* A. 6/25, fo. 156, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, December 1, 
1841, “... we have to desire that the full quantity of Butter, contracted for in 
the agreement entered into in 1839, be supplied as soon as you may be in a 
condition to do so, and as the dairies of the Puget’s Sound Company appear to 
be getting into full operation, we should expect there would be no difficulty 
on this point.” See p. 27, and Appendix A, pp. 300, 319, 322. 
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Butter and broke up our Dairy Establishment, subsequently 
I received Sir George Simpson’s letter of 21 April, in which 
he informs me Governor Etholene will take all the Butter 
we would send,’ and inferring he meant all we could 
conveniently send, It appeared to me it was not intended 
any extra exertions should be made, but on receipt of yours 
 —p. Valleyfield | took the measures to procure the 30 cwt., for 
next year, and when we are able to supply the 160 cwt. we will 
inform the Russians, but I see no immediate prospect of our 
being able to do so, as the Cows in this Country are very poor 
Milkers and besides it is certainly more advantageous in 
this Country to allow the Calf run after the Cow, than to 
milk her to make butter to sell for 6d. p.lb. 

7. I send you with this a copy of all the letters we have 
received from the Russian authorities at Sitika since 1840 
and a copy of the Letters I addressed them this year,? copies 
of the preceding letters which I wrote have been forwarded 
in the letter Book of the year. 

8. I have received the plan of the lighter* to be attached 
to the Steamer, but we have so many calls on our attention, 
it will be impossible for us to begin it this winter. 

g. The plan you direct in your 35 paragraph of your 
Despatch of 1 Decr. in regard to our dealings with the Settlers 
in the Wallamette,* is the one we have followed all along, 


* D. 4/27, fo. 34, Simpson to McLoughlin, Sitka, April 20 [not 21] 1842, 
“ Gov. Etholen requests you will send him as much butter as can conveniently 
be provided, ro kegs of which are intended for his private a/c, and as well as his 
private flour, I have to beg may be of a superior quality.” 

* For a selection from this correspondence see Appendix A, pp. 318-33. 

3 A. 6/25, fo. 148d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, September 8, 
1841, “Sir George Simpson has suggested that a lighter of about 150 tons burthen 
should be built for the transport of grain &c. to the Russian Settlements and other 
parts of the Coast to be towed by the Beaver Steamer. We shall get a draft of a 
proper vessel for this purpose prepared and forward it to you by the ship to sail in 
November : in the meantime you may be collecting and preparing timber for 
building the Vessel”. Ibid., fos. 1 56 and 158, same to same, December 1, 1 841, 
enclosing particulars and dimensions of the vessel to be built at Fort Vancouver. 
See p. 121, and Appendix A, pp. 264, 281, 285, 287, 296. 

P cee p.18,n-2. A, 6/25, fo. 157, Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, 
December 1, 1841, “ We wrote you fully in December 1839 respecting the 
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and I am extremely happy to find it Corresponds with your 
views. 

10. As we had no apprentices to place on board the 
Valleyfield in place of Bigg and Bullock, they go home in 
her. Captain Woodward and I differ in regard to the days 
of demurrage, as you see by my correspondence! with him 
and as it is a point we could not decide, it will have to be 
settled between you and the Owners of the Va/lleyfield, we 
also differed about the passage of an apprentice from Woahoo, 
the two apprentices from London, and of a sailor who was 
sent round in the Vadleyfeld to Nisqually, and about my 
addressing the discharge of the Va//eyfield to Captain Boulton, 
as you see by Captain Woodward’s letter to me dated Nisqually 
19 Sepr. 1842,2 and which is the first notification I had of 
these differences, and to which I reply in mine of 30 Sepr.3 
and observe that I delivered the discharge to Captn. Boulton 
according to my instructions, as to the passage of the apprentice 
from Woahoo, Captain Woodward never mentioned a word’ 
of it to me and I really thought he considered his Services a 
sufficient remuneration for his passage, this lad was left sick 
at Woahoo by Captain Duncan, and put on board the 
Valleyfield by Mr. Pelly to be brought here, and I am certain 
Mr. Pelly meant he should get a passage according to his 
station in life, and could have no idea they would have made 
him a cabin passenger on board the Valleyfield, as to the 
Sailor put on board, he was put on board at Captain Boulton’s 
request to serve as a pilot in the Sound. 


American and other Settlers on the Wilhamet, and as it appears from your 
correspondence book, received by way of York Factory, that they are still on the 
increase, We must repeat our desire that as little encouragement as possible be 
afforded them, and that the supplies they obtain from us be charged for ready 
money or secure payment at as high a rate as may be considered expedient, so as 
not to hold out too much inducement to strangers to import for their use. 
Should however any strange vessel arrive with supplies, it will in such case be 
advisable to furnish the settlers with what they may require at such reduced 
prices for ready money as will prevent these adventurers deriving any profit from 
their speculation and deter others from entering into the trade.” 

1B. 223/c/1, fos. 180, 182, 186, 188—-189d. 2 Tbid., fos. 188—189d. 

3'The copy of this letter has not been traced. 
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11. Mr. Ermatinger signed his Indenture! which I 
forward with this, I sent their Indentures to Messrs. McDonald 
and Rae, but they have not been able to send them back to 
me, when they do I will send them to you, and deliver them 
their Commissions. 

12. As Captain Boulton had put in to Valparaiso contrary 
to his instructions, I spoke to him on the subject and No. 7 
is his answer.2 

13. The Valleyfield sailed from this on the 16th August, 
I went to Nisqually to meet her there, But on the 1 September 
she not arriving I left the notification of her discharge from 
the Hudsons Bay Company’s Service with Captn. McNiel 
to put the date to it and hand it to Captain Boulton, and you 
will see by Captain McNiells letter? that the Boilers were 
very rusty, and several articles belonging to the Engineer 
Department injured by water, as they have been laying in 
water ever since the Valleyfield left London in consequence 
of a seam of seven feet having been left uncaulked, and which 
was only discovered, when she was for this purpose put on 
shore in Puget Sound, this also accounts for the damaged 
property on board the Val/eyfield, indeed I am afraid we have 
not discovered all the damaged property, as it has been quite 
out of our power to open every package. 

14. On the 27th Ulto. Dr. White® arrived here, he came 
from St. Louis by the Snake Country with a party of Settlers 
for the Wallamette. Dr. White was formerly one of the 

TA. 1/62, fos. 73d.-74, November 24, 1841, At a Committee Meeting, 
Archibald McDonald was appointed a Chief Factor, and Francis Ermatinger and 
William Glen Rae were appointed Chief Traders. Their indentures, dated 
October 20, July 6 and November 2, 1842, respectively, are in A. 33/3-S- 

2 These letters have not been traced. 

3 Dr. Elijah P. White first arrived at Fort Vancouver in May, 1837, with a 
missionary party consisting of eight adults and three children. He served as 
physician at the Willamette mission until 1840, when he severed his connection 
with the Methodists. [U.S.] Senate Document No. 105, 29th Congress, Ist 
Session, “ Report to accompany bill S. No. 71 ”, “ Your committee [on Indian 
Affairs] find that . . . Elijah White was appointed, in January, 1842, by the Hon. 
John C. Spencer, then Secretary of War, to take charge, generally, of Indian 
affairs west of the Rocky mountains, as a sub-agent, no law being in existence which 
permitted the establishment of full agency in that country.” 
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Methodist Missionaries in the Wallamette and acted as their 
physician, but in 1840 he disagreed with them and either 
retired or was dismissed (I do not know which) from their 
Community. On Dr. White’s arrival in the Wallamette 
he called a meeting of the Settlers to whom he shewed his 
Commission, from the Government of the United States 
appointing him Indian Agent for the West Side of the 
Mountains, and told them the United States intended to 
take them under their protection, which information was 
received with pleasure by the American Citizens, but with 
great coolness by the Canadians. It is also reported that 
American Troops are to be here next year, which I merely 
mention that you may be aware of what is said as I presume 
if American Troops are Coming here, you have been informed 
of it. 

15. In consequence of the Increase of the American Settlers 
in the Wallamette, it is necessary we should know, How we 
are to act, when a man under an engagement deserts from 
us, and takes protection in a Settlers House, would we be 
justified in arresting him? if he offers resistance at the risk 
of life or limb, How we are to act, when a man deserts from 
the Service, before the expiration of his agreement, takes 
refuge in the United States, and returns to this country after 
the term of the Agreement is expired. 

We have a case in point, one Narcisse Montigny was 
engaged in 1839 for two years, but deserted in the Snake 
Country in the Summer of 1839, with a horse which he stole 
from the Company’s band and returned this year to the 
Wallamette, with the party of Americans who accompanied 
Dr. White from St. Louis, I wish to know if we can arrest 
such a man and compel him to serve the time due to fulfil 
the two years, for which he was engaged, and if he attempts 
to shoot or maim the persons charged with the arrest, if they 
would be justified in going to extreme measures with him, 
however as regards this man, on sending him a message, he 
returned to his duty and is now serving out his time. While 
on this subject I must observe that I have no Commission to 
act as a civil magistrate in the Indian Territories. 
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With Dr. White there came about one hundred Settlers 
including men women and children. 

16. I regret to inform you that our Crops of Wheat & pease 
as also those of the Settlers are not so good as usual. 

17. The Crops of the Settlers! at Nisqually were 
very bad, Baldero, John Spence? and three of the 


This paragraph is really on the affairs of the Puget’s Sound Agricultural 
Company. McLoughlin enlarged on the subject in his letter to the P.S.A.C. 
Agents dated Fort Vancouver, October 31, 1842 (H.B.C. Arch., P.S.A.C. In. 
Corres.). Cf. B.223/b/41, fo. 78-78d., Dugald Mactavish to W. G. Smith 
(Secretary, H.B.C.), Vancouver, Washington Territory, May 5, 1855, “ Their 
Honors are aware that in 1841 a party of immigrants came to this Country from 
Red River as settlers under contract with the Pugets Sound Company. On 
arrival at this place some of them took farms on their own accounts [at the 
Cowlitz], and severed their connection with the Company. ‘The remainder... 
with their families went to Nisqually where land was allotted to them, and where 
they were joined by three Englishmen named [John] Otchin, Baldero and 
Johnston, whose term of service as laborers for the fur Trade had empitela.. 
The land at Nisqually being very indifferent many of the Settlers left in 1842, 
and the rest of them in 1843 . . . unfortunately none were called upon to cancel 
the contract, and the consequence is that ever since there has been much complaint 
and dissatisfaction expressed by many of them on the plea that the Company had 
not kept terms with them . . . Last autumn Otchin brought a suit against Doctor 
Tolmie as agent & partner of the Pugets Sound Company for non-fulfillment of 
this agreement, and the Jury awarded him 4070 dollars damages, but on appealing 
to the Supreme Court of Oregon, this judgement was revised and another trial 
ordered accordingly. Otchin, together with Johnston, Baldero and some others 
have commenced actions against Doctor McLoughlin, Doctor Barclay, Doctor 
Tolmie and Richard Lane as partners of the Company...” Ibid., fo. 83d., 
same to Simpson, July 21, 1855, “‘ The trial of Baldro v. Tolmie & others . . 
came off at Portland in May, when the Judge decided on not allowing the case 
to go to a Jury; Baldro afterwards appealed to the Supreme Court of Oregon, 
which has since sustained the decision of Judge Olney, so that I am in hopes we 
shall have no further trouble with the Red River people...” 

? According to H.B.C. Arch., P.S.A.C. Misc. Papers, 1841, John Spence was 
a member of the party led by James Sinclair from Red River Settlement to Oregon 
In1841. See p.17,n.1 and pp. 119, 302. A. 6/26, fo. 14—-14d., Governor and 
Committee to Duncan Finlayson and the Councils of the Northern and Southern 
Departments, June 1, 1842, commented on the safe arrival in Oregon of the 
party from Red River, and added, “... we hope that so favorable a report may 
be given by those settled there as will induce others to follow : this will not only 
relieve the Red River Settlement of its surplus population, but strengthen the 
claims of Great Britain to the Territory, and the increase of the British population 
in that quarter must operate to the benefit of this Nation whenever a division of 
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Fletts! left the place in the Summer and went to the 
Falatine plains,2 the remainder of the Nisqually Settlers 
came to me when I was there in September, and told 
me if I would promise to let them have half of the 
increase of the cattle, they would remain till Spring 1843, 
I told them I had no authority to alter their Agreement,? 
and could not accede to their wish, but that they might 


the country takes place.” Ibid., fo. 67d., same to Simpson and the Councils of 
the Northern and Southern Departments, June 1, 1843, “... The views, with 
which we recommended this experiment to be tried having been completely 
frustrated by the subsequent migration of these people from the Cowlitz and 
Nisqually to the Walamet, we do not think it advisable to burden the fur trade 
with the expence of transporting any more to the same quarter.” 

1 James, John and David Flett, who were also members of Sinclair’s party. 

2 Simpson, Fourney Round the World, 1, 250, “ Between the valley of the 
Willamette and the sea lie the Falatine [Tualatin] Plains, an extensive district of 
rich pasture...” 

3H.B.C. Arch., P.S.A.C. Deeds and Agreements, 1841,°...1 [Duncan 
Finlayson] cannot do better than to annex a copy of Governor Simpson’s 
instructions .. . dated London roth Septr. 1840...‘ They (the Emigrants to 
the Columbia) are to take Farms on halves, houses will be erected for them,— 
Stock, such as Cattle, Sheep, Horses, &c. provided, likewise Agricultural 
Implements, without any advance being required from them ;—in fact, the 
Company is willing to provide them with Capital, their proportion of the Capital 
being labour, and the Company look to be repaid for their advances in the shape 
of produce, say half the increase of Stock and produce of every kind. Allotments 
will be made to each Family of at least 100 Acres of Land (besides the use of 
Common or Pasture lands) part thereof will be broken up, with the necessary 
buildings erected for them, and live Stock advanced to each family, of a Bull and 
10 or more Cows, 50 to 100 Ewes, with a sufficient number of Rams, Hogs, Oxen 
for Agricultural purposes, and a few Horses :—in short, as many of those different 
Stocks, as they may be equal to the management of, all valued at low money prices, 
the expence of erecting the buildings being a charge upon the Farm, the Cattle 
valued at £2 a head: the Sheep at ro/-a head; Horses at 40/- each; and other 
Stock in proportion ; and credit given to them from year to year for their increase 
produce or returns at such fair prices as the state of the Market may afford.’ I have 
promised to the Emigrants whose signatures are affixed to this Sheet, that, as soon 
as the Boundary line will finally be settled, on the West side of the Rocky 
Mountains, between the British and American Governments, and that the 
Hudsons Bay Company can legally effect sales of Land in that Country, the system 
of holding Farms on halves will be abolished—provided always, and it is hereby 
understood, that such will not take place until all Debts and other expences 
contracted by and incurred on account of the Emigrants are paid by them, to 
the Hudson’s Bay Company or to their Representative in the Columbia.” 


ee 
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depend if they remained every article of their Agreement 
would be fulfilled, they said the Soil was too poor, they could 
never do any thing, and since I would not agree to what they 
demanded, that they would go away this Fall, I replied as to 
that, they might do as they pleased, they knew that we had 
done every thing we could for them and would continue to 
do so, but that I could not think of altering their Agreements, 
well they said, we would have remained till next Summer, if 
you would promise us we would be allowed to take with us 
half of the increase of the Cattle, but since you will not we 
will leave this season, I told them they might do as they 
pleased, I could not alter their Agreement, the fact is they 
wanted to go and if I had agreed to their proposal, it would 
have been burthening ourselves with the expense of feeding 
them during the Winter, for which we would have to give 
them half of the increase of the Cattle in the Spring. On the 
10 Inst., Johnson, Charles McKay, Cunningham, Archd. 
Spence Buxton and John Otchin, passed here on their 
way to the Falatine plains, and as I have observed verbally 
to Sir George Simpson no man who can take a Farm in the 
Wallamette will remain at the Cowelitz or Nisqually, however 
James Birston, Alexander Birston, H. N. Calder, William 
Flett Toussaint Joyalle and John Tate are still there and 
say they will give it a trial for another Year. Though I have 
done every thing I could to keep the Settlers at Nisqually, 
still I am certain it is more advantageous to us and to them 
that they should go to the Wallamette, as at Nisqually they 
would be a constant Bill of Expense to us, and would never 
after all be satisfied, and by going to the Wallamette, they 
have no further claim on us, and will exert themselves, as they 
have only that to look to for their support. 

18. As settled Captain McNeill goes home as Super cargo 
eretne Cowekrz, and Mr. Heath® as first Officer, and the 


1 Charles McKay, John Cunningham, Archibald Spence, Henry Buxton, 
James Birston, Alexander Birston, Horatio Nelson Calder, William Flett, 
Toussaint Joyalle and John Tate or Tait were also members of James Sinclair’s 
party from Red River Settlement. 

2 William Heath. See H.B.8., IV, 345-6. 
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papers are made out in his name, it was arranged that Mr. 
Heath was to be 1 Officer of the Steamer, but on his hearing 
that Captn. Brotchie was to have the command of her, Mr. 
Heath objected to serve under Captn. Brotchie, I told him 
that the arrangements were made, that his saying he would 
not serve under Captn. Brotchie, was no reason, why I should 
alter that arrangement, and therefore that it must remain, 
however if he could get Mr. Mitchell 1 to exchange with him, 
I would allow them to do so, and which I did as the business 
cannot go on well if the Captain and his first Officer disagree, 
still every one must make up his mind to follow his agreement, 
and do his duty, where his Services are required, But as Mr. 
Heath in a mutiny on board the Steamer when Captn. Home 
commanded her, though he belonged to another vessel, as 
soon as he saw what was going on, did not wait to be called 
upon, but manfully rushed in among the mutineers and seized 
one of them, I think in the present Case a remark from the 
board would suffice to prevent a recurrence of the same offence 
on his part, and I hope that of others in his situation. 

19. Mr. Chief Factor Douglas examined the South end 
of Vancouver’s Island and found a place which seems well 
adapted for our purpose, I send you with this his report 2 
and a map ® of the place. 


* William Mitchell, mate, who entered the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
on November 5, 1838. See Walbran, British Columbia Coast Names, p. 340. 

2 This report dated Fort Vancouver, July 12, 1842, is printed in The Beaver, 
March 1943, pp. 4-7. The original document, the whole of which is in 
Douglas’s writing, is to be found in A. 13/2, enclosure to letter from Benjamin 
Hawes, Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office, to Sir J. H. Pelly, November 
16, 1846. After the settlement of the Oregon boundary, Sir John Henry Pelly 
wrote to Earl Grey on September 7, 1846 (A. 8/3, fo. 61), “ with the view of 
ascertaining the intentions of Her Majesty’s Government as to the acquisition of 
lands or formations of Settlements to the North of Latitude 49°. The Hudson’s 
Bay Company having formed an Establishment on the South point of Vancouver’s 
Island, which they are annually enlarging, are anxious to know whether they will 
be confirmed in the possession of such lands as they may find it expedient to add 
to those which they already possess.” In connection with this enquiry, Douglas’s 
original report of July 12, 1842, was sent by Pelly to the Colonial Office on October 
24, 1846 (A. 8/3, fo. 73), and it was returned to him on November 16 following. 

3 H.B.C. Arch. Map No. 926, “ Ground Plan of Portion of Vancouver’s Island 


OCTOBER 31, 1842 81 


20. Among the articles shipped are four jars Oulachan 
Oil, procured from a small fish! at Fort Simpson, 1 cask 
Spermaceti or Brain Matter, some sea horse Teeth, sea horse 
& sea lion Hides for trial in the English market. 

21. Mr. George Roberts goes home as a cabin passenger, 
he is one of the Greenwich apprentices who came here in the 
Ganymede in 1831, but getting hurt he remained on shore, 
kept School for 2 years, and was then placed in the Office, 
in the Store and lastly had charge of the men, his good conduct 
ever since he has been here, his steady application to his work, 
& zealous discharge of his duty, have secured him the regard 
of all who know him, and IJ am certain they will be happy to 
see him back, the reason of his going is as I understand 
because he is classed in the list as a postmaster, and which 
deprives him of the prospect of rising in the Service, and I 
think he ought to be classed as an Officer, and for which I 
applied last year, but my request was not granted, and I think 
besides its justice it would be good policy to grant it, as an 
incitement to others to behave well and exert themselves, 
and besides | think he is entitled to it as a right, as he came 
an apprentice to the Company in the Naval Service, and if 
he had not been driven from it by Circumstances, and had 
acted as well afloat as he did on shore, he would have been 
an officer before now. 

22. The Calefornia party under Mr. Ermatinger made 
poorly out, but still as by letting those men hunt in this 
vicinity, they would be tampered with by our opponents, 
I sent them back to hunt in the Bay of St. Francisco under 
the charge of Mr. Laframboise, and it is probable they will 
remain out two years. 

23. Mr. Ermatinger brought some Cattle with the party, 
selected for New Establishment [Fort Victoria] taken by James Douglas Esqr. 
Drawn by A. Lee Lewes L.S.” [1842]. Scale: 1 mile to 4 inches. For a 
reproduction of part of this map taken from a photostat in the Provincial Archives, 
Victoria, B.C., see The Beaver, March, 1943, “ The Founding of Victoria ”, 
p- 4, or B.C. Hist. Quar., VII, W. Kaye Lamb, “The Founding of Fort 
Victoria”, p. 79. 

*See B.C. Hist. Quar., V, H. A. Collison, “’The Oolachan Fishery ”, pp. 
25-31. 


FE 


82 OCT OBER Qi, sioa2 


and before I knew any thing of it sold them, but as this is 
irregular, I wrote him on the Subject and he in consequence 
placed them at the disposal of the Company. 

24. Last Spring a trading party was sent from Ft. Hall by 
Mr. Angus McDonald! in temporary charge there, (during 
Mr. Grants journey to this place for the Outfit) to visit an 
American Camp near Green River, a branch of the Colorado, 
which runs into the Gulf of Calefornia, the party halted 
within a few miles of the Americans and Narcisse Raymond 
who was in charge of it, leaving his camp and Goods in the 
keeping of one man, proceeded to the American party, with 
the view of drawing in some debts due to the Company by 
Individuals there, on returning to his camp he found that 
the man left in charge was gone together with the trading 
Goods and 11 Horses. We have not been able to discover 
whether the man was forcibly carried off or absconded with 
the Goods. Raymond however says that the Leader of the 
American party told him he had better make the best of his 
way home, as there was danger of his being robbed, a warning 
which he disregarded, thinking it was merely a trick to get rid 
of him, and feeling at the same time Confident that he Could 
defend the property in his Charge, against any open attack 
he persisted in remaining, we therefore suppose that the 
Goods were forcibly taken by some persons belonging to the 
American party, but the real nature of the case will I presume 
soon come to light, the amount of Goods taken, Comes to 
E50 0te. 

25. At this place we have had a hot opposition from two 
American vessels and the Salmon was more abundant than 
usual, we salted about one thousand barrels, and the Americans 
seven hundred and sixty, but the opposition rose it to so high 
a price, that nothing will be made by it, but of course this 
we cannot avoid. Captn. Couch left a clerk at the Wallamette 
Falls to carry on his business, but left a very small stock of 
Goods with him. 

26. On the 23 Inst. Messrs. O’Brien and Dodd arrived 
from the North West Coast having landed from the Cadboro 

1 Angus McDonald (b). See Appendix B, p. 394. 
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at Nisqually and I am happy to inform you that the business 
is going on well in that part of the Department. 

27. I send with this Copies of the Depositions! taken by 
Chief Trader Manson, whom as I informed you in mine of 
17h Augt.,2 I had sent to take charge of Ft.Stikine with 
instructions to proceed from Ft. Simpson to Sitika, apply for 
Officers &c. to take legal cognizance of the murder and 
proceed from thence to Stikine, deliver all the persons that 
were at Stikine when the murder was committed to the 
Russian Authorities to be dealt with according to law, 
Contrary however to the purport of mine of 4 & 15 July,? 
Mr. Manson did not proceed to Sitika neither did he deliver 
there as I had instructed him the persons implicated in the 
murder of the late Mr. John McLoughlin Jr. for reasons 
stated in his of 3d September,‘ and to my astonishment those 
men instead of being confined in irons, have all (except 
Pierre Kanaquasse who is in Irons) the range of the Fort in 
the day time, and are under lock & key only at night, just 
as if all men were not confined by sleep at night, in fact they 
are better off than the men of the Fort, as they eat and drink, 
and have nothing to do, confinement has no terrors in this 
way. 

Es. You see those depositions differ greatly from these 
taken by Sir George Simpson, and that far from the deceased’s 
treatment of the men being izhuman, as Sir George wrote me, 
their own confessions shew that they were not punished more 
than they deserved, and these depositions throw new light on 
the proceedings of that night on which the deceased was 


1H.B.C. Arch. John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder. 

2 No letter of August 17, 1842, has been traced. The instructions to Manson 
are referred to in paragraph 3 of McLoughlin’s letter of August 19, 1842. 
pee p. 67. 

3 H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder. 

* Ibid., Manson to McLoughlin, Stikine, September 3, 1842, “... my reason 
for not proceeding direct from Fort Simpson to Sitka as you suggested in your 
instructions to me, was, that I considered it would be better to have the evidence 
of some others, as well as Pierre Kanaquasse, ere we called upon the Russian 
Authorities to interfere & in this opinion Mr. Work agreed. ..”” See Introduction, 
p. xliv. 
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murdered, you see in P. Kanaquasse’s deposition! that he 
states Antoine Kawenassa told him, “ my uncle do not drink 
the master is going to die to night”, Antoine Kawenassa 
admits he said so, and says that he received his information 
from Urbain Heroux, and you also see that Mr. Dodd having 
found it necessary to put Fleury in confinement for pilfering, 
received a few days after a message from the said Fleurie by 
Smith, stating that “he would confess all he knew”, 
on hearing of this message, McPherson went privately 
to Fleurie, contrary to Mr. Dodds strict orders, prohibiting 
communication with the prisoner, and observed, “ Fleurie 
tell any thing you know about me, but for Gods sake do not 
tell of the Rum I gave the men on the night of the murder ”’, 
alluding as he afterwards confessed to eight or nine bottles 
of Spirits pure from the cask, which he issued to the men on 
the night in question without the knowledge of the deceased, 
and it also appears the deceased was impressed with the idea 
that his life was to be attempted that night, yet no one says 
how he came by this information, a point that ought to be 
thoroughly examined, why should McPherson who cared 
so little about Fleurie’s informing of his other thefts from 
the Company’s Stores, be so anxious to conceal the fact of his 
having stolen rum? and given it to the men on the night 
the deceased was murdered. In the first place it seems 
probable of the Rum given by him to the men, nine bottles 
were served out by McPherson without orders from the 
deceased, and why should he do so particularly on the night 
on which it appears the deceased was to be murdered? seems 
to me to imply a design and object, or is it because in his 
deposition, before Sir George he swore he had drawn out 
twelve bottles rum for the men by order of the deceased, and 
it now appears this Rum was almost all given unknown to the 
deceased. 

29. But it may be said how did it happen that the deceased 
did not perceive it? we see by P. Kanaquasse’s deposition 
and others that several of the men about a month previous to 
his murder were constantly drunk from Rum they got from 

1B. 223/b/29, fos. 54-61d., July 16, 1842. 
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Indians and he may have supposed, they got what they had 
in the same way. You see by the Depositions the character 
of the man McPherson, who while Mr. Dodd was in charge 
of Stikine, stole twice at night into Mr. Dodds bedroom, 
when he was asleep in his bed, took the keys of the Fort which 
Mr. Dodd kept on the table alongside of the head of the Bed, 
between his pistols loaded and Cocked (as at that place a 
person must always be on the alert) opened the door of the 
Fort, and once went to the Lodges, the other time took a 
woman to the Indian Shop, the key of which he had stole 
from Mr. Blenkinsop who slept in the same room with him, 
if McPherson could do this after what had just happened, 
how may he not have acted before? and it is evident the 
deceased was aware of part of his misconduct, but not of the 
whole, and yet Sir George without knowing him but ex 
passant, gives the character to him & Smith in his letter to 
Mr. Dodd “‘ of trusty and confidential, and who principally 
conducted the Trade”, what must have been the feelings 
of the deceased with such men about him. As it js evident 
from his remark to his Indian Wife, “If the Steamer does 
not come soon I will not see her”, he was aware of the plot 
against his life. 

30. As the deceased was my Son, I would wish to be silent 
as it may be said my feelings blind my judgement, still as he 
was an officer in the Service, as his Superior Officer, I must 
give you my opinion of his conduct, and as to the charge of 
drunkenness brought against him, when I consjder the 
statements in the Depositions, the characters of those who 
made them, how they are contradicted by Mr. Finlayson in 
regard to what they state as having occurred while he and 
the deceased were together, the situation in which they are 
placed, upon what slight grounds these men will charge their 
Officers with drunkenness, I must say I feel convinced, though 
he may have taken a glass of grog now and then, that the 
charge of drunkenness is false, and I found my belief on the 
reasons already given, and that it is certain he kept a very 
vigilant watch, visiting the sentries in the night, his journal 
is posted up to the day of his death, his letters to Mr. 
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Work? are far from being in the style of an habitual drunkard, 
his Indian wife2 denies his being given to drunkenness, as is 
seen by her statement in Mr. Works letter? to me of the 
8 Sepr. and her testimony is entitled to great weight as Indians 
do not view drunkenness as improper, and I never yet saw 
an Indian woman who attempted to screen the drunkenness 
of her husband, and these Indian women on the Coast are so 
accustomed to change husbands that they have no attachment, 
as to Smith and Lasserte, they say they saw him so drunk 
he could not stand, I do not believe them, because none of 
the others say so, and Smiths deposition before Sir George 
Simpson is so notoriously false in regard to P. Kanaquasse, 
as you may see by comparing the deposition of the latter with 
his, and Smith leans so evidently to the side of the men, that 
his accusations against the deceased cannot be depended on, 
for instance Martineau was flogged for giving his blanket 
to an Indian woman, he requires (as every one in the country 
knows) his blanket to be able to do his duty, Smith says 
Martineau was flogged because he gave his property to the 
women, to make the conduct of the deceased appear tyrannical, 
Kakepé was flogged for stealing potatoes belonging to the 
mess, Smith says it was for giving his potatoes, which were 
too bad to eat, Smith is asked if he heard that Heron had 
watched in the night to shoot the deceased he says no, and 


1 H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder, McLoughlin jnr. to Work, 
Fort Stikine, October 2, December 2, 1841, and February 14, 1842. 

2 H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder, A “Narrative of Quatkies 
daughter who was the Wife of the Late Mr. John McLoughlin ”, dated Stikine, 
August 29, 1842, is amongst the depositions taken by Donald Manson. Simp- 
son, fourney Round the World, 1, 211-12, “The principal chief of the Indians 
that lived in the neighbourhood of the fort [Stikine], was an old fellow of the 
name of Shakes, who... was rather difficult to be managed .. . yet he had 
comparatively little influence ; while the second ruler in the tribe, who was very 
friendly towards us, possessed a strong party in the village. The mutual jealousies 
of Quatkay and his lord paramount... sometimes amounted to open hostilities 


3 H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder, Work to McLoughlin, Fort 
Simpson, September 8, 1842, “.. . after his [McLoughlin junior’s] death the 
girl who lived with him came here with her relatives. I enquired whether he had 
drank. She denied positively that such was the case, her relatives did the same.” 
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to screen Heron says, I do not believe he did so, while P. 
Kanaquasse never said any one else besides he and Heron 
knew it, and from the manner he replied when questioned by 
me “I saw him take his gun and watch”, and from the 
expression of his countenance at the time | firmly believe he 
spoke the truth. 

31. As to the statement that the deceased got drunk, called 
the men up, manned the bastions, was going to fire on the 
Indians, went out of the Fort to the wharf, and challenged 
the Indian Chief, the deceased may have done all this, and yet 
not be drunk, and his going actively about is a proof of his 
being sober, we see by his letter of the 14 February,! that 
he was informed, the Indians wanted to attack the Fort, and 
this information may be true or false, still it would be improper 
for him to tell it to his men, 1 Because it alarms and intimidates 
them, 2d It may be false and by his telling it, Indians will 
know it, and it will induce them to spread reports to annoy 
him, how many reports of the kind have we had here. Our 
first year at this place, the Indians about it, wanted to prevent 
these at a distance from coming to trade with us, quarrels 
ensued, and we had to escort our distant customers on the way 
up and down the River to protect them from the hostile 
tribes, I had heard a report that these tribes were forming 
a plan to cut off the Fort, for the reason I stated I made no 
mention of it to any one, in the night the watchman informed 
me he heard a noise, and said he supposed it made by Indians 
coming to attack the Fort, getting up instantly, I also heard 
the noise and immediately called the men, but before they 
were up, I discovered on listening more attentively the noise 
to be caused by people singing, and it proved to be Messrs. 
Finnan McDonald? and Thomas McKay with a party of our 


men returning much sooner than we expected from escorting 


1 H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jur., Folder, McLoughlin jnr. to Work, 
Fort Stikine, February 14, 1842, “ The natives are endeavouring to get the Tariff 
reduced, and say that they will gain their point or else they will attack the men 
when they go to cut wood, and then when they have reduced our number they 
will attack the Fort...” 

2 See Wallace, Docs. Rel. to the N.W.C., p- 463. 
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a party of our customers beyond the hostile tribes. Our 
people while at Ft. George have many times received secret 
information of intended attacks on the place which kept them 
in a state of constant alarm, and prudence would tell them 
not to divulge who were there informants, and though the 
deceased may not have informed any one about him of what 
he heard, as it is evident from his letter that he felt he had no 
one about him in whom he could Confide, still it is also 
evident by his letters he had information of intended attacks 
on the Establishment. 

32. But even allowing the deceased was as drunk as is 
represented by some of the depositions, this is no extenuation 
of the guilt of his murderers, but rather an aggravation of 
their crime, and it is certain this misfortune would not have 
occurred, if Sir George Simpson had not taken away Mr. 
Rodk. Finlayson from the place, and left the deceased at the 
mercy of his men, as is always the Case, when an Officer in 
such Cases is by himself, for which there was no necessity, 
as Mr. Work could better do without Mr. Finlayson than 
the deceased, who was left without any assistant, at the most 
dangerous post in this Department (and perhaps in the whole 
Indian County on account of the hostile disposition of the 
natives and of their numbers,) at the mercy of the worst 
characters among our men on the Coast, as they had been 
especially selected for that place because Mr. Rae and my 
son being stout men were considered better able to manage 
them, how often did Chief Factor Rowand who remained at 
Stikine from 20 Sepr. to 3 Octr. 1841 tell me during last 
Winter, that the deceased was exposed to very great danger, 
a circumstance that I mentioned to Sir George Simpson, but 
his reply was that I need be under no apprehension as all 
was safe, such I believe was his own opinion, and I must in 
justice to Sir George Simpson say that I believe Mr. Rowand 
never mentioned his fears to Sir George at Stikine, as he told 
me himself he had not done so, I beg also to add that when 
Sir George took Mr. Finlayson away it was his intention to 
send another assistant to Stikine, immediately by the return 
of the Steamer to the Coast, which could not be done in 
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consequence of the Boilers being reported unfit by the 
Engineer. But Mr. Finlayson ought not to have been 
taken away till his successor was on the Spot, the letter of 
the deceased of 3 Octr.1 to Mr. Work shews his sentiments 
on the subject and Sir George must recollect I disapproved 
his having taken away Mr. Finlayson from the place, when he 
told me he had done so, and I would have had it altered, if at 
the time, I had suspected who the person was that had been 
given him as an assistant, But the truth is I was at the time so 
affected at Sir George’s plan to abandon Tacow, Fort 
McLoughlin (and at that time Stikine) and carry on the 
business of these places with the Steamer, which I am certain 
will be extremely injurious to our Trade (and which I made 
it a point to state to him in writing in mine of 10 Feby. 1842 2 
that my opinion might appear on record) that it rendered me 
unable to think of any thing else, a feeling which | presume 
is common to most men when after they have taken great 
pains and care to bring a business to order see it deranged by 
others, which I merely mention to account for my conduct 
at the time. 

33. But what I blame in Sir George Simpson is, as he 
knew the personal danger which Mr. Rowand had stated last 
winter the deceased was exposed to, when he found that the 
deceased had been murdered, that he did not take the necessary 
time to Cross question the men of the place to ascertain the 
truth before giving the Sanction of his name to calumnies 
on the memory of a man who was murdered in consequence 
of his injudicious arrangements, and his not taking evidence 
with him to prove the guilt of the murderer. 

34. As to the blame Sir George puts on the deceased for 
the falling off in the Returns of Stikine, the returns of the 
place for Outfit 1842 are one fourth less than those of 1841, 
while those of Fort Simpson, (a post in the neighbourhood 
exposed to the same vicissitudes as Stikine) are one half 
less, but the sudden discontinuance of liquor and the 
quarrels among the tribes as stated in the letter of the 


* The letter was dated October 2, 1841. See p. AOy mit. 
2 See Appendix A, pp. 334-5. 


go OCTOBER 31, 1342 


14 February,? from the deceased to Mr. Work, sufficiently 
explain this. 

35. But the man is no more, and all that can be done is to 
examine the whole affair in order that justice may be done 
and that we may not become the dupes of villains, who after 
having committed murder, to clear themselves will say all 
they can, to blacken the memory of their victim in extenuation 
of their own atrocious conduct. 

36. When I gave instructions in mine of 4 & 15 July? last 
to Mr. Manson I inferred from the act being perpetrated in 
the Russian Territory the Russian authorities at Sitika would 
have been bound to examine at once into the case, and forward 
those implicated 1 in the murder to the proper Tribunal, but 
by Sir George’s letter of 30 April? to Gov. Etholene, copy of 
which I received on 6 Augt. by the Vancouver Captn. Duncan, 
I find Sir George Simpson writes to Govr. Etholene “ that 
the said Urbain Heroux in reference to the charge of murder, 
brought against him is to remain until after a full report of 
all the circumstances, connected with the case, shall have 
been laid before our respective Governments ” I presume he 
will take no further proceedings against the others, and all 
that I in any case can do, is by first opportunity to request 
Governor Etholene to get them examined, and that he may 
deal with them according to Law, which I presume will be 
to detain them in confinement till he receives instructions in 
regard to Heroux, and if he refuses to accede to this request 
I will detain them in Confinement till I receive your orders, 


1H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder, McLoughlin jnr. to Work, 
Fort Stikine, February 14, 1842, “...so far as now the trade is very dull 
scarcely six skins a week has been traded since the beginning of winter—all this 
comes from the turbulent and quarrelsome disposition the natives have at this 
place, since last fall they have been continually quarreling amongst themselves. 
I have been endeavouring to make them settle it, but I could not prevail...” 
There is no reference to liquor in this letter. The use of liquor as a medium of 
barter was not discontinued at Stikine until after the agreement was made with the 
Russians on May 13, 1842. See pp. 56, aie 

2 H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder. 

SThid., Sekt to Etholine, April 30, 1842. The depositions listed on 
p- 43, n. I, were enclosed with this letter. 
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at the same time if the decision is formed by the two 
Governments on the depositions taken by Sir George 
Simpson, before the receipt of P. Kanaquasse’s deposition, 
I will request Governor Etholene or his successor to forbear 
carrying these decisions into effect, until further information, 
as the decision will be made on erroneous information, For 
this purpose as soon as the Steamer is ready, which I am 
informed will not be before March next, either Chief Factor 
Douglas, or I will proceed to the Coast, indeed if I did not 
go there when I sent Mr. Manson, it is because, perhaps, it 
might be said by some, the depositions had not been procured 
in a fair way, and I must beg to observe in regard of this to 
me painful affair, that I never heard an instance yet of only 
one Officer being left at such a place as Stikine with twenty 
such men, where they could get Rum, without their forming 
plots to oppose him, and which seems to have been the case 
in this instance, and the deceased was murdered in maintaining 
his authority, & in attempting to seize Heroux and Lasserte, 
& confine them as he had confined Pressé, and as to the 
depositions they make, if he was still living to examine them, 
he might prove them false as easily as Mr. Finlayson has 
proved what they said against him. 

37. But I send you the depositions, the deceased’s letters 
to Mr. Work, Mr. Works letters to me and Dr. Kennedy’s 
l etter to Chief Factor Douglas, and I also send you a copy of 
Sir George Simpson’s letter to me & to Mr. Dodd, with a 
copy of the depositions he took, Pierre Kanaquasse’s narrative 
and deposition.1 

38. There are ten spars sent by the Cowe/itz, which will 
serve as a specimen, though we might procure spars much 
stouter if required, the fur Box may serve to shew the quality 

1’'The depositions taken by Manson, McLoughlin junior’s letters to Work, 
Work’s correspondence with McLoughlin, senior, Kennedy’s letter to Douglas 
dated Fort Durham, August 26, 1842, and the depositions taken by Simpson 
(see p. 43, n. 1) are in H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder. For 
Simpson’s letter to McLoughlin dated April 27, 1842, see Appendix A, 
Pp. 343-5. Kanaquassé’s narrative and deposition are in B. 223/b/29, fos. 
48—61d., and Simpson’s letter to Dodd (see p. 50, n. 1) is in D. 4/27, 
fo. 43-43d. 
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of our Deals. Finding there was a large quantity of Salmon 
at Ft. Langley, I sent the Vancouver for it, and as there is spare 
Freight in the Cowe/itz, and the market at Woahoo is 
overstocked, I have directed Captn. McNiell if the Vancouver 
enters the River before the Cowe/itz crosses the Bar, to ship 
as many as 300 barrels salt Salmon. 

39. I beg to call your Honors attention to some notes 
respecting our Requisition of Goods for the Trade of Outfit 
1845, we have forwarded samples of two kinds of the Blankets 
sold here by the American Vessels, and have ordered a 
number of each kind instead of other Blankets, cut off from 
our Requisition, The American Blanket though generally 
inferior to ours, meets a readier sale with Indians in 
consequence of its gaudy color, and we beg that those we have 
ordered may be made in respect of color and texture fully 
equal to the samples, an improved pattern for beaver Traps 
is also forwarded, to be substituted for the one now in England. 
You will also receive an account! of damaged Goods landed 
from the Valleyfield for which I presume the underwriters 
are responsible, as the amount of damage is considerable. 
You will please observe, the damage is calculated on the prime 
cost of the Goods, the charges for Freight, Insurance &c. will 
have to be added in England. We have been unable to 
calculate the amount of damage on the Stores for the Steamer 
Beaver, as the price of each article was not detailed in the 
Invoice from England, an account of the state in which these 
goods were found on being landed, is however forwarded. 

40. I have this moment received accounts from the Snake 
Country, and I am happy to hear that the Company’s affairs 
are going on well, and that the Returns are good. 

41. The Cowelirz leaves later than Sir George Simpson 
calculated, and which with all our endeavours, it has been 
impossible to prevent, on her return in May from the Coast, 
she was loaded with Timber, Flour and Salmon and sailed 
for Woahoo 20 June, she returned to Vancouver 1 7 September 
was unloaded, fur box made, and began to receive the Furs 
on the 11 and dropped down the River on the 20 Inst. 

*'This account has not been traced. See pp. 62, 75 and pe igignes 
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42. I beg to forward herewith, the following Bills of 
Exchange drawn by A. Etholene on the Directors of the 
Honble. R. Am. Company, St. Petersburg viz. 


No. 1 (second) dated 10/22 April! 1842 @ 60 d/s p. £974. 16. 0 
»» 6 (second) do. do. p. 106.1, 2.0% 
» 8 (first) dated 14/16 June 1842 @ 60 d/s p. 2492. 2s) 

Forming Laehaoc ie. F 


say Three thousand five hundred and fifty three pounds and 
one penny Sterling, which should be carried to the credit of 
the Northern department Fur Trade Outfit 1842. 


No. 3 (second) dated New Archangel 10/22 April 1842 & 6od/sp. £1500. o. 
do. 


° 


No. 4 (second) do. do. "p,. 1s00. “0,0 
No. 5 (second) do. do. do. p. 1777. 12.0 
Forming £4777. 12. 0 


say four thousand seven hundred and seventy seven pounds 
twelve shillings Sterling, which should be carried to the credit 
of the Northern Department Fur Trade Outfit 1841. 

No. 2 (second) dated New Archangel 10/22 April 1842 
payable 24 months from that date p. £1 830.18/- say One 
thousand eight hundred & thirty pounds eighteen shillings 
Sterling, of which one thousand four hundred & fifty six 
pounds four shillings should be carried to the credit of the 
Nn.Dept. Fur Trade Ot. 1840, and the Balance, say Three 
hundred and seventy four pounds, fourteen shillings to the 
credit of Ot. 1841, being payment of Furs, Returns of 
Columbia of these two Outfits, disposed of to the Russians, 
and of which a detailed statement will be found among the 
other documents. 

I likewise transmit, P.J. De Smets note dated Vancouver 
29 June 1842, payable 10 months after date Pee 106, 9) 7 Say 
One hundred and sixty six pounds nine shillings and seven 

+The double dates were shown because Great Britain and her dominions had 
been using the Gregorian or New Style Calendar since 1752, whilst Russia was 
still using the Julian or Old Style Calendar. The difference between the Old and 
New Style Calendars was 11 days after 1700, 12 days after 1800, and 13 days 
after 1900. Soviet Russia adopted the New Style Calendar in 1917. The date 


for Bill of Exchange No. 8 should obviously be 4/16 June. The error occurs in 
the original manuscript. 
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pence Sterling, which when paid should be carried to the 
credit of Outfit 1842. 

43. The Revd. Father de Smet has established a mission in 
the Rocky Mountains with two Priests & three lay Brethren, 
among the Flat Heads, and is to visit the black Feet, his agent 
in London will take up his note & pay it, and will leave funds 
in the Companys hands, or procure a letter of Credit for any 
supplies he may require from us, the Reverend Father is 
from Belgium and attached to a Jesuit College at St. Louis. 

44. The Russian has tried to make coals! but finds the 
wood of this place, does not answer to make Coals so well as 
that at Sitika, it will be well to send as great a part of the 
sea coal# in our Requisition as possible, it will cost as much 


1Cf, p. 22. D. 4/27, fo. 32d., Simpson to McLoughlin, Sitka, April 20, 
1842, “‘ Three men, servants of the R. A. Company, one of them qualified to 
instruct our people in the burning of charcoal... are now forwarded passengers 
p. Cowlitz. No other fuel than charcoal is used at this place, although their 
Foundries, Forges &c. occupy upwards of twenty tradesmen and performing 
certainly three times the quantity of work that we have to get through at 
Vancouver .. . After our people have been properly instructed . . . we ought no 
longer to be dependent on England for coals, the cost of which with freight 
superadded, rendering it an exceedingly expensive article.” See Appendix A, 

. 302. 

a McLoughlin meant mineral coal as distinct from charcoal. J. U. Nef, The Rise 
of the British Coal Industry (London, 1932), I, 4-5, ““. . . Until the seventeenth 
century, the English ‘coal’ (in its various spellings,) like the Latin cardo, 
meant charcoal ; coal was invariably distinguished by the addition of a qualifying 
prefix such as ‘sea’, ‘ pit’,... By far the most common of these words was 
‘seacoal’ ... During the seventeenth century the English first used the word 
‘coal’, or ‘coals’, as a term for all types of mineral coal (although older 
designations were not immediately given up), and it is only since the Industrial 
Revolution that the word has lost its original meaning.” Ibid., II, 452-3, Nef 
discusses the origin of the word ‘ seacoal’. [he controversy as to the meaning of the 
word dates back to at least the sixteenth century and is still unsettled. Some writers 
associate the word with fuel exported from Newcastle or the Northumberland 
coast, the carriage of which was often by sea. Other writers believe that 
some of the first coal burned came literally out of the sea, being washed ashore 
from measures which run beneath the ocean. “‘ Whatever the origin, it is certain 
that the term was not employed (at least not after the fifteenth century), even in 
the Tyne valley, to distinguish between coal shipped by sea and coal consumed 
locally. It was common to refer to the former as fuel for ‘ sea-sale’ and to the 
latter as fuel for ‘ land-sale’, but in both cases the fuel was called ‘ seacoal’.”” 
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to make Coals here as to import them, and those made here 
will not answer so well as the imported. 

45. I send you with this the Stikine Journal! kept by the 
late Mr. John McLoughlin and brought up to the 19 April, 
in it you will see a place where a leaf has been torn out, from 
what appears where the writing is effaced with ink, I infer 
this leaf contained a detail of the pilfering committed by 
Thomas McPherson, and that the deceased tore the leaf out 
on McPhersons promising good behaviour, and it seems he did 
not punish him in public before the men but in private. 

Referring you to the accompanying documents, 

Iam Hble. Sirs 
Your obedt. humble Servant 
Joun McLovucuin 


Vancouver 4 November 1842? 


To The Govr. Depy. Govr. & Comee. 
Honble. Hudsons Bay Co. 


Hons Le, Sirs 
By the arrival of the York Factory Express, I have the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of 30 


* B. 209/a/1. The journal covers the period June 13, 1840, to April 25, 1842, 
and the entries are in several handwritings. The last entry in young McLoughlin’s 
writing is that for April 19, 1842, and the remaining remarks are in 
McPherson’s writing. ‘The place where the page has been torn out is at January 
13, 1842. The entry for this day begins at the bottom of folio 60d. (modern 
numbering), and the remarks which are cancelled appear to be “ Early this 
morning I discovered that Thos. McPherson had helped himself since some time 
past Goods out of the Indian”. The entry was apparently continued on the folio 
which has been torn out, and which has not been accounted for in the modern 
numbering. A fresh entry, for January 13, omitting all reference to McPherson, 
appears on folio 61 (modern numbering). 

2 B. 223/b/29, fos. 93-98d. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s 
writing. 
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March 1842, and do myself the pleasure to forward you a 
statement of our account with Captn. Varney by which you 
will see the whole transaction Captn. Varney would 
willingly have taken full payment in Salmon at eight dollars 
p-barrel, but I would not agree to it, as we required a large 
quantity for our own use, and to provide for the expected 
Settlers from Red River. I took back 360 barrels Salmon 
from Varney on his paying five hundred dollars, to enable 
him to sell his Vessel to Commodore Wilkes, to take away the 
Crew of the Peacock,? and which Captn. Wilkes was nigh 
leaving here in consequence of their own application, and 
the high price Varney asked for his Vessel, and the only reason 
that made Commodore Wilkes pay this high price was I 
believe the remark I made to Mr. Waldron the Purser, who 
told me the Commodore in consequence of Varney’s high 
demand of twelve thousand dollars for his Vessel, had a mind 
to discharge his crew here, to which I observed that I hoped 
the Commodore, in that case, would leave some one to keep 
order among them and prevent their getting into quarrels, 
with the natives, and bringing the whole country into trouble, 
to which Waldron immediately observed, this was an important 
consideration, and which had not occurred to him, and the 
Bargain was immediately concluded, and so important did 
I conceive it, for us to get these men away, that I would have 
considered myself justified to have given up the five hundred 


1See p. 37. A. 6/26, fo. 8d., Governor and Committee to McLoughlin, 
March 30, 1842, “ We observe the arrangement made with Captn. Varney... 
in this instance it may have answered as it kept the trade to ourselves and you at 
once got the goods in exchange for produce. We however consider it would be 
offering speculators too much inducement to visit the Columbia River, were you 
to purchase any large cargo at so great an advance or anything near it unless paid 
for in country produce at a very high price. You should have furnished us with 
an invoice or list of the goods and the amount of the purchase as we are left in 
the dark, respecting the transaction until the annual accounts shall be received 
in October next.” Cf. Appendix A, pp. 265, 275, and D. 4/r110, fo. 30, Simpson 
to Governor and Committee, Fort Vancouver, November 25, 1841, “C. F. 
McLoughlin . . . with that excellent judgment which has generally characterized 
his management, entered into an arrangement with Captain Varney, by which 
we became possessed of his stock of goods.” 

2 Seep. 41. 
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dollars to accomplish it, as if these sailors had remained, they 
would have got into trouble, which would have had an effect 
in one way or another on us, and they would have remained 
idle, spoilt the Indians, and been ready to join the first that 
came to oppose us, and the goods we had from Varney were 
all sold at an advance, indeed the American Squadron got a 
large part of them, and by purchasing them (I knew at the 
time the American Exploring Squadron was coming here) | 
made money for the Company, and prevented any interference 
with our Trade for that season, which as the American 
Squadron were here, has been the means of preventing an 
immense disorganisation of our trade. 

2. “As to our dealings with the American Squadron, when 
they first arrived here, they applied for a few articles, and I 
did not think it would be good policy to take advantage of 
their wants, and for a mere trifle have it reported through the 
world, that we were selling at an exorbitant price, I therefore 
let them have their goods at 80 p-Cent on prime cost, that is 
on our imported goods, and some at 10 p.cent, the Flour at 
17/6 p.cwt., because if I demanded a high price it would 
have been known, and would have created murmurs among 
the settlers, at our price of 3 shillings p.busl. for wheat. | 
forward you a detailed account of our transactions with 
them.1 

3. My reason for not entering more particularly into the 
visit of the American Exploring Squadron to this place, was, 
that I saw an account of their intention to come here, noticed 
in the newspapers. I inferred as certain that out of courtesy 
the United States had communicated it to the British 
Government, and that the latter would communicate it to you, 
and that it was perfectly superfluous in me to detail their 
object, which I understood was merely to survey and examine 
the Country, as you already had more authentic information 
than me. As to what they did I presume Sir George Simpson 
informed you in his Despatch p.Columbia,? they sent a party 


1 This account has not been traced. 
* For Simpson’s remarks on the expedition from his dispatch of November 2 5s 
1841, see p. 34, n. 4. At the time of writing to McLoughlin, on March 30, 
c 
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across land from Puget Sound to Colvile, who visited the 
American missions in the vicinity of that place, passed at 
Walla Walla, and returned the way they came, in the meantime 
Commodore Wilkes, came across land from Nisqually to 
this, and went from this to F. George & the Methodist 
Mission, and returned to Nisqually, and was busy with the 
Vincennes & Porpoise in surveying the coast of Puget Sound 
and North as far as Point Roberts, and would have proceeded 
to Ft. Langley, but the loss of the Peacock, on the bar of the 
Columbia hurried him to this place, from whence the Vincennes 
without entering the River, proceeded to St. Francisco, 
Commodore Wilkes remained here with the Porpoise & 
Flying Fish, despatched a party across land to Calefornia, 
purchased the Thomas Perkins, in which he embarked the 
remainder of the Peacocks crew, & after taking a survey of 
the River, proceeded with the remainder of the Squadron 
say the Porpoise the Thomas Perkins now Oregon, and Flying 
Fish to St. Francisco, the Bay of which and part of the 
Sacramento they surveyed. 

4. I am happy to be able to say that Commodore Wilkes, 
as I already had the honor to report, as well as all his people 
avoided dealing with the Indians as much as they possibly 
could, Captn. Hudson after the loss of the Peacock on learning 
from one of his Officers, that we were at our harvest and very 
busy, sent forty of his men to assist in taking the grain in, 
and in the same way any service we could render, we did so 
cheerfully. 

5. I send as you direct the accounts current of Stikine, 
Fort Durham, and of the Russian American Transactions, 
which includes the accounts of Fort Durham & Stikine, and 
in fact the result of the business. 


1842, the Governor and Committee had no definite news of the expedition as, 
according to D. 4/rro, fo. 41, and A. 6/26, fos. 14 and 16, the triplicate of 
Simpson’s dispatch was carried by Mr. Hales of the United States Exploring 
Expedition to Mexico and arrived in London some time between March 30 and 
June 1, 1842. The original was sent on the Co/umdia, which crossed the bar of 
the Columbia River on December 21, 1841, and arrived in England on July 7, 
1842. The duplicate was sent via Canada. 
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6. You will see by the accounts that the Expenditure for 
trading Furs & provisions for the post of Stikine for Ot. 1841 


Amounts to Oyen, Ik, 2st 
Wages Tolono ne 


Returns £3387. 17. 8 Expenditure US Oa as 


Fort Durham! 
Expenditure for Trading Furs & provisions 998. 15. o 
Wages 00 5 On a0 


Returns £3281. 1. 11 Expenditure £1791. re 6 
Fort McLoughlin 


Expenditure for trading Furs & provisions 814. 14. ¢ 
Wages FEO Oe 6G 


Returns £2895. 16. 1 Expenditure £1164. 1 ae 


From this it appears that the wages of 


Fort Durham are Oem? eae) 

Stikine 600: ‘6; 0 

Fort McLoughlin Keema 
£1743. 9. 0 

Steamer Beaver 

Wages for 1841 809, 15,0 

Wear & Tear 649. I5.-0 
PLACO. TOO 


and when it is considered how much more expensively the 
people on board the Steamer are fed than those at the 
Establishments, and that in this charge for wages none is 
made for Captn. McNeill as he is a commissioned Officer, It 
must be evident that to abandon Ft. McLoughlin, Stikine & 
Ft. Durham, and to do the business of these places with the 
Steamer is adopting the most expensive mode of carrying on 


* The discrepancies in the Fort Durham wages in the above statement appear 
in the original dispatch. 
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the Trade, the one exposed to most danger from the 
derangement to which the machinery of the Steamer is 
exposed, and placing it beyond our controul, at the whim, 
caprice or bad temper of the Engineer who may do right or 
wrong without our being able to prevent it, as we know 
nothing of that kind of business, besides we lose the advantage 
which Establishments afford us to acquire influence over the 
Indians, and the Establishments being on the spot, will get 
more Furs & trade them cheaper, than the Beaver, to suppose 
that the Indians, will keep their Furs for us, when the Russians 
are so near, is to me astonishing, and even allowing the 
Russians were, as I firmly believe they are, most anxious to 
avoid dealings with our Indians, still when our Indians 
require an article, they will not wait for us, but trade it with 
the Russians, through some of their friends, do not Indians 
on the East side when they go to a neighbouring Post, when 
they are refused leave to trade, still trade through other 
Indians? and I have to observe that in making this statement 
to lay before you, I have not debited Stikine Ft. Durham, & 
Ft. McLoughlin with two hundred & fifty pounds each for 
Freight, with which they are debited in the Books, because 
no expense on freight will be saved by doing the business with 
the Steamer, as her goods will have to be sent to her to Ft. 
Simpson, until a lighter is built which from labor being so 
much dearer here than in England, will cost much higher, 
here than there. 

7. In the 10 Par. of Mr. Finlayson’s letter to me of to July 
he writes ‘‘ We have perused with much attention Chief 
Factor McLoughlin’s statement of the result of the Trade 
of the Lama and Steamer Beaver together with his letters 
to Sir George Simpson, on the contemplated changes of 
conducting the business on the North West Coast, we were 
however favored with these documents from the latter 
Gentleman himself together with his replies, which Mr. 
McLoughlin omitted to send to us but which were necessary 
for a clear and fair consideration of the Case.”’ I cannot well 
see how the President & Council could come to the conclusion, 
that I had applied to them to take the difference of opinion 
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between Sir George Simpson & me into their consideration 
as my only object was, as I think it is clearly expressed as your 
Honors will see by the accompanying copy of my letter of 
8 April? to the President & Council, to give a brief statement 
of where we had been, what we had done, what instructions 
I had received, and my opinion, & which I did as a point of 
business, and never meant to trouble these Gentlemen on 
the matter as I never thought, though I may be mistaken, 
that they had authority to act in any business, settled by Sir 
George with the sanction of your authority. The Council 
add ““ We are aware the Steamer is very expensive but we are 
at the same time of opinion, that she has done more to the 
expulsion of the opposition from the North West Coast than 
all the Establishments which have been erected thereon.” 
It is quite astonishing how Gentlemen should come to this 
conclusion, when not one of those opponents who come on 
the Coast in opposition to us, before we had the Steamer, ever 
came back, for this simple reason, these traders were mere 
adventurers without capital, and therefore could not afford 
to carry on a losing business, and it is evident the low price 
at which we sold our Goods drove the opposition away, as 
from 731 to ’34, we collected Furs on the Coast to the amount 
of £22348. 15. 3 and lost £8406. 15. 2. 

8. The Council wrote “if we were in the possession of a 
license for the exclusive Trade of the Coast, we might agree 
with Mr. McLoughlin, that the Establishment would yield 
greater Returns, and give us more influence over the natives, 
but as long as we are exposed to the visits of competition, so 
long would we recommend to continue the Beaver as a steam 
Vessel, under these circumstances we consider the plan 
proposed by Governor Simpson the more expedient in the 
present position of our affairs on that Coast.” It is proved 
by experience that whenever an opposition appears, we must 
to secure the Trade lower the prices of Goods, and that 
though our vessel is alongside the opposition the Indians 
will go to the cheapest shop, and will keep their Furs if they 
hear of an opposition till they get their price for them, it being 

1B. 223/b/30, fo. 2-2d. 
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so evident that the cheapest shop will carry the day, is it not 
our evident policy to reduce our expenses so as to be able to 
sell lower than our opponents? and I maintain that the little 
Cadboro, if she has the means of selling low will collect more 
Furs than the Steamer if she sells high, and the Cadboro, from 
her reduced expenses will make money when the Steamer will 
lose a large sum. As a proof how much dearer Furs cost by 
being traded, by the Beaver in consequence of the heavy 
expense she has to incur, 

In 1837, the Beaver traded Furs to the amount of 
£3741. 3. 1 and lost £960. 8 the Lama under the same 
circumstances in 1835 traded Furs to the Amount of 
£3667. 10.6 and gained £1196. 13.3 and after doing 
this, might have gone with a cargo to Woahoo, and it is 
certain that with the present Establishment on the Coast, the 
little Cadboro with Goods, will actually give greater security 
to the trade of the Coast than the Steamer, because the Cadboro 
will be able to afford to sell cheaper. 

g. “ We do not think that the comparative Statement 
which Mr. McLoughlin has prepared! though probably 
correct in point of figures, can be considered a fair estimate 
of the Steamer’s expenses, as the first two years she was 
plying on the North West Coast, the greater part of her time 
was confined to particular services, such as exploring the 
canals, Inlets and Harbours thereon ’’, this is because she was 
not required at the time on the Coast, and it was certainly 
more proper to employ her in examining the Coast, than to 
keep her idle, as by this means, we acquired a more extensive 
knowledge of the Country and natives, but that knowledge 
has been of no advantage, and “as to transporting Outfits 
& Returns to and from the different Establishments, 
consequently her Returns must be limited, and the apparent 
loss great”, this is a great mistake, she never was required 
for such a service, indeed she cannot carry her own Outfit 
and provisions for the Season, as to her being limited in her 
range, it is correct, because it would be great folly, to have 
competition between her and the Establishments, and the 

1 See Appendix A, pp. 335-40. 
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same rule was followed with the Sailing Vessel, and their 
concluding remark, “ But when she takes the whole range 
of the Coast from Vancouvers Island to Cross Sound with the 
exception of Ft. Simpson and its neighbourhood we are 
mistaken if she does not shew a very different result.” Every 
one will admit, that by extending her range, by throwing up 
Posts, she will make a greater trade, and will shew more 
Profit, but this is not the point in question, as it is, which is the 
way the furs can be procured on the most profitable terms, and 
afford more security to the trade, and there can be no doubt, 
that the most profitable way to carry on the Trade of the 
Coast, and to secure it, is to keep up for the present, all the 
Establishments, erect an additional one on Vancouver’s Island, 
and to have a small vessel, the Cadboro would do, to visit the 
intermediate places, when an opposition casts up, and follow 
it, In this way more money will be made, and more security 
afforded to the trade, than in the way proposed, as is evident 
if an accident happens to the Steamer, and she is laid up as 
she has been since Fall 1841,1 and will be till Spring 1843, 
that during that time, all the Trade of the N.W. Coast, north 
of Vancouver’s Island will be lost to the Company, say the 
trade of Fort McLoughlin, Stikine & Tacow, a trade which 
yielded Returns in 1841, to the amount of £9564. 15. 8 and 
cleared £3013. 15. 10, this will be lost, the Company will pay 
a heavy sum for a useless Vessel and also pay the Russians 
for the Trade of Stikine and Ft. Durham, while they will 
get the Furs, and if the facts I have stated and the reasons I 
have given for my opinions are not satisfactory, I will regret 
it, as 1 am compelled to trouble you with them, merely from 
a sense of duty to you and myself. 

10. The specie sent in 1838 for Messrs. Banks & Wallace 2 

1 She was awaiting the arrival of new boilers from England. See pp. 26, 36, 
58, 62, 71, 264. Simpson asked for a set of copper boilers for the Beaver in his 
letter from Fort Vancouver dated November 25, 1841 (D. 4/110, fo. 33). 

? Peter Banks and Robert Wallace, botanists, who were drowned in the Dalles, 
Columbia River, in October, 1838. See H.B.S., IV, 293, and The Beaver, 
September, 1942, J. A. Stevenson, “ Disaster in the Dalles”, pp. 19—2r. 


Wallace was married en route to the Columbia, and in his article, Mr. Stevenson 
discusses the identity of the bride, who also lost her life in this disaster. As Mr. 
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was assumed by the Fur Trade, having been charged the 
Columbia District Outfit 1839, as part of the importation 
by the Barque Vancouver, as appears by the Columbia Accounts 
of that Outfit. 

11. As to Calefornia, by opening a Store at St. Francisco, 
and having a vessel of about a hundred and fifty tons, to 
carry supplies and bring produce here, to deal at first only by 
selling to the retail dealers of the Country, and by contenting 
ourselves with moderate profits and conducting our Trade 
with regularity, I am certain a good business might be made, 
as these retailers have either to purchase at Valparaiso, Woahoo, 
or get their supplies from the United States at a high advance 
in consequence of its passing through so many intermediate 
hands, but to succeed the person must follow this outline, yet 
be free to act in the detail as circumstances may require, 
It is for this reason I mentioned in the 3 par. of mine to Sir 
George Simpson dated Honolulu 1 March 1842,1 “ While 
on the Calefornia Affairs I must observe that it does not 
appear to me to afford so good a prospect for business as I 
expected, yet I think it affords a good field for a private 
individual, with capital”’, because he could act according to 
circumstances and would certainly be better able to judge 
what should be done than Gentlemen at a distance, as was my 
Case last year, I caused the Establishment of Yerba Buena 
at St. Francisco to be purchased for four thousand dollars 
payable in Goods at an advance of 50 p.cent, by which the 
Cowe/litz was enabled to make a trip to Woahoo, with produce 
to the amount of 6019 dollars which would have been lost on 
our hands, and besides this to make a trip to Sitika in the 
Spring, and yet my conduct is blamed. On account of the 
advantage to be derived from personal observation I proposed 
Stevenson suggests, she was probably Sir George Simpson’s daughter, Maria, 
by Betsey, who later became united to Robert Seaborn Miles. E. 4/1, fo. 39, 
Red River Register of Baptisms, establishes the fact that a daughter of Simpson’s, 
named Maria, by a half-breed woman, was baptised at Red River Settlement on 
August 27, 1822. Another daughter of Simpson’s, also named Maria, was 
married to Donald Mactavish of Inverness, Scotland, in 1833 and later came to 
Canada. She was still living in 1881. 

1 See Appendix A, p. 273. 
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that either Mr. Douglas or I should this fal] if business 
admitted have gone to Woahoo, and from there to Calefornia 
as stated in the 3d par., of the letter just mentioned, it was 
objected to, and not for any reason which is satisfactory to 
me, and I maintain it would be highly advantageous for one 
of us, to avail himself of every opportunity to go to Woahoo 
& to any place where we do business, which can be done by 
going & coming in our vessel, but if we are prevented from 
availing ourselves of opportunities to acquire information, 
how can we manage it to the best advantage. 
Iam Hble. Sirs 
Your obedt. humble Servant 
Joun McLovcuuin 


Cle 


P.S. I forward with this Mr. McDonalds Indenture 1! 
which has just come to hand 


Joun McLovucuiin 


Vancouver 29 May 1843? 


To The Governor, Depy. Govr. & Committee 
Hble. Hudsons Bay Company London 


Hee. Sirs 

I avail myself of the opportunity of the fama, Captn. 
Nye, which came here with supplies, for the Methodist 
Mission, and proceeds from this to Monterey, to address 
you at present. 

2. The Columbia from London, and Vancouver from St. 
Francisco, crossed the Columbia Bar, together, and arrived 
here on the 12 Inst. 

3. By the Vancouver, we received the returns of Calefornia 
Outfit 1842, and the Accounts, by which it appears, that 
the Outfit has cleared £2 363, it lost in 1 841, the sum of £900, 

pee Poze, 1, 1. 

2A. 11/51. Only the signatures to this letter are in McLoughlin’s writing. 
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but this is because it arrived too late, in the season, and it 
must be taken into consideration, that it has paid $4600 for 
the house, for which it has taken no credit, that 40 p.cent 
is deducted from the outstanding debts, and although the 
heavy Calefornia duties are paid on the goods on hand, still 
we only Credit them on Inventory at 333 p.cent on prime 
cost, the same as at this place, and it is certain, from our not 
having been able to send a vessel to go along the Coast, the 
business has not had a fair trial, however I write Mr. Rae 
to write you fully on the subject, and give you all the 
information he possesses, so as you will be better able to 
decide, if it is to be continued or not. And to do the business 
justice, Mr. Rae would require to have a vessel similar to 
ours, to run up and down the Coast, to trade and collect 
hides, as other collectors do,! and if we could not fill her up 
with the hides we procured, we would get hides for the 
purpose on freight to London. And the best way we can 
remit to London, the dollars we get at Woahoo, is to send 
them to Calefornia, to be invested. There are by last 
Accounts, about nine thousand dollars at Woahoo, if we had 
a vessel, disposable to send from here to Woahoo, to take 
these dollars to Calefornia, it would enable us to procure 
about twenty thousand Hides, by paying half Goods and half 
Cash. It is true we have two vessels here, the Vancouver & 
Columbia, but they are both required to go to the Coast, with 
the Russian Goods & Grain, and the Outfits for the Coast. 
4. The best way at present to carry on this Trade (with the 
information we have) is to put the Goods, for Calefornia 
Trade, on board the vessel with the freight for Sitika, and that 
she should touch at Woahoo to get the dollars, proceed to 
Sitika, deliver her freight, come here to communicate your 
instructions and proceed to St. Francisco, where she ought 
to be by the 1 June, and remain there till 1 Novr., as by that 
time, she would have a Cargo of hides for the London market. 


1See R. H. Dana, Two Years Before the Mast. A Personal Narrative of Life 
at Sea (London, 1841), or the many other editions of this popular work of his- 
torical value, for details of the way in which hides were traded and collected by 
Americans on the California coast in the middle 1830’s. 
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5. If the business is to be continued, Mr. Rae will require 
assistance, which can be sent from this. 

6. In the Fama, came two American Settlers, and an 
American Shopkeeper, with a few articles suitable for farmers. 

7. By last accounts, every thing was going on as usual in 
the Interior. 

8. Mr. Chief Factor Douglas is not yet returned from the 
Coast, where he went to remove every thing from Ft. 
McLoughlin and Tacow, and take the people to the new 
Establishment,! on the South end of Vancouvers Island. 

9. A party of about forty Americans, mostly those who 
came last Fall, leave the Wallamette today, and proceed by 
land to Calefornia, they leave the Wallamette because they 
find the soil poor and greatly inferior to what they expected. 

10, We have unloaded the Vancouver, and are unloading 
the Columbia, and putting the Russian Goods on board the 
Vancouver, we are obliged to unload the Columbia, to get the 
goods for this place, as they are so mixed up with the Russian 
Goods, it would be a saving of time & labor in future not to 
mix up the Goods in the Ship. 

11. Last year we had a strong Competition, which made 
us spend much more goods, than we wished, if we do not get 
the remainder of Outfit 1844, this season, we will be short of 
several articles for the Trade. 

Iam Hble. Sirs 
Your obedient humble Servant 
Joun McLoucuiin 


The Vancouver left about 3000 Hides at St. Francisco 
which she could not bring, but they are included in the 
Account of returns. 


J. McLoucutin 2 


1 Fort Victoria. See p. 80,n. 3, The Beaver, March, 1943, “ The Founding 
of Victoria”, pp. 3-9, and B.C. Hist. Quar., VII, W. Kaye Lamb, “The 
Founding of Fort Victoria”, pp. 71-92. 

*'This letter is endorsed in the Secretary’s (Archibald Barclay’s) writing : 
“C.J. McLoughlin Ft. Vancr. May 29/43 Recd. Jany. 9/44. Read Jany. roth. 
Ansd. Apl. 1st.” 
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Vancouver 2nd August 1843 4 


To The Governor Depy. Govr. & Comee. 
Honble. Hudson’s Bay Co. 


Howse. Sirs 

I beg to inform your Honors that the Diamond,? Captn. 
Fowler, reached this place on the 30th June and delivered 
her cargo in excellent condition, and as both our vessels are 
employed in taking the goods received from England and 
grain to the Russians, and the Outfits for the Establishments 
on the Coast, I have made a bargain with Captn. Fowler to 
take a cargo of Columbia produce to Oahu, at a fixed price 
of four hundred and twenty five Pounds Stg. and after 
deducting from this the Sundries sold him here, there remains 
due him a Balance of Three hundred and thirty six Pounds 
Sterling, for which I have drawn on you at thirty days sight. 

And as instructed per Sir George Simpson, I have given 
the Captain a draft for twenty five Pounds for delivering his 
cargo in good condition. 

Since I last wrote you, the Brigade has been to this place, and 
in going up, one of the Boats, I am sorry to say, was swamped 
in a whirlpool,’ most of the property in her lost, and one of 
the men, named Arcouet, drowned—and another, Swanson, 
his setting pole slipped, he fell out of the boat into the water, 
and never appeared again. 

A party of Americans and Calefornians in company with a 
Mr. Lease,‘ are come across from Calefornia with cattle, but 
they have brought them to a bad market. 


1A. 11/51. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. 

"The barque Diamond (Bartholomew Fowler, master) was chartered from 
Messrs. Carter & Bonus of Leadenhall Street, London. She proceeded from 
London at the end of December, 1842, direct to the Columbia River. See 
Appendix A, p. 295. 

*Sée pares. 

* See p. 136 and Simpson, Fourney Round the World, \, 305 et seq. 
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Chief Factor Douglas is returned from the Coast, Forts 
Durham and McLoughlin are abandoned, and Chief Trader 
Ross + is erecting an Establishment on the place selected by 
Chief Factor Douglas on the south end of Vancouver’s Island. 

The only new information relative to the murder of the 
late Mr. John McLoughlin that we have found out since I 
addressed you, is that eight months before this murder was 
perpetrated Pierre Khanaquassé had proposed to murder 
the late Mr. McLoughlin and Mr. Finlayson, take the 
property, and abandon themselves with the Indians ; but this 
is not the time or opportunity to send the depositions; but 
I will do so by our own Vessel. 

The business of the Country is going on in the usual way, 
the Crops, I am happy to say, are better than last year. 

am 
Honble. Sirs 
Your obedt. 
Humble Servant 
Joun McLoucuuin? 


GaSe 


Ft. Vancouver Columbia River 2 dugust 1843 


William Smith Esquire 
OT CHOC OTC. 


SIR 
I beg to Advise my having this day drawn on the 
Governor, Depy. Govr. and Committee of the Hudsons Bay 


1 Charles Ross. See Appendix B, pp. 402-4. 

2'The following remark in Barclay’s writing appears at the end of this letter: 
“Has omitted to state which of the ships is to bring home the returns fm. 
the Columbia.” The letter is also endorsed in Barclay’s writing: “C. J. 
McLoughlin Ft. Vancr. Aug. 2/43. Recd. Jany. 9/44. Read Jany. roth”. 

3 A.11/51. Only thesignature to this letter isin McLoughlin’swriting. William 
Smith died on January 13, 1843 (see H.B.S., II, 242), but the news had not yet 
reached McLoughlin. Smith was succeeded as Secretary by Archibald Barclay. 
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Company, for the sum of £336 say Three hundred and thirty 
six pounds Sterling, at thirty days sight, in favor of Captn. 
Barth. Fowler, being the Balance of freight due him for a 
Cargo of produce &c. sent to Woahoo by the Barque Diamond, 
which you will be pleased to honor, and carry to account of 
the Northern Department Fur Trade Outfit 1843. 

I have likewise to advise, a Bill drawn by me this date on 
the Governor & Committee at thirty days sight in favor of 
Captn. Fowler p. £25, say Twenty five pounds Sterling, being 
the gratuity I was instructed to allow him, on condition, that 
the Cargo from London per Diamond, was delivered at this 
place in good order. 

I have the honor to be 
Sir 
Your very obedient Servant 
Jno. McLoucutiin 


Pace Vancouver 10th Oct. 1843} 
William Smith Esqr. Secretary of 
the Honorble. Hudson Bay Company 


SIR 

I have the Honor to acknowledge the Receipt of yours 
14 Dec. 1842? in which you write “I am to acquaint you 
that if it be now your Intention to Retire from the service, 
the Governor and Committee confirm the assurance given 
you by Sir George Simpson” Sir George Simpson Writes 
me in his letter 12th March 18423 ‘“‘ with reference to the 
several conversations we have had on the subject of your 
Retirement, I feel assured that whenever that step may be 
Determined on the Governor and Committee will feel Disposed 
to put you on the footing of the most favoured chief factor 
who has yet retired from the Service”” In answer ® to which 


*A. 11/51. This letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. 2 A. 6/26, fo. 4od. 
* Neither the originals nor the copies of these letters have been traced. 
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I wrote Sir George Simpson “‘ I have the Honor to acknowledge 
the Receipt of your favour of this Date with the tenor of 
which I am satisfied and only wish you would have the 
Goodness to get it placed in such a form as to make it certain 
that in the Event of a change in the Board I may be secure” 
You will see that there is nothing certain in your communication 
of 14th Dec. 1842 and as to be able to Decide on what | 
will Do It is necessary for me to know on what I will have 
to Depend I therefore Beg the Board will Do me the favour 
to inform me what I am to understand by the terms ‘“‘ on the 
footing of the most favoured chief factor who has as yet 
Retired from the Service”. Iam 
Sir 
your obedient 
humble Servant 
Joun McLovcuim 


Ft. Vancouver 15 November 18431 


To The Governor Depy. Govr. & Comee. 
Honble. Hudsons Bay Company London 


Hons .e. Sirs 

A few days ago in conversation with General Mc Carver,? 
I told him, I had read Captn. Spaulding’s letter,? and I 
could not think how Captn. Spaulding could suppose, if 


1B. 223/b/30, fos. 44—5. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s 
writing. 

2In his evidence given on July 28, 1866, in British and American Foint 
Commission ..., “Evidence for the United States”, p. 33, Morton M. 
McCarver stated that he came to Oregon in 1843, and that he was a member of 
the Legislature and Speaker of the House at the time of the passage of the Organic 
Laws of Oregon, in 1844. At the time of giving evidence he was fifty-eight years 
of age, and his occupation was that of a farmer, trader and miner, resident in 
Portland, Oregon. At 

3 Captain Josiah Spaulding of the Lausanne. See p. 14. McLoughlin is 
referring to extracts from Spaulding’s journal. See pp. 113-19. 
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he thought me the man he represents, that I would allow 
the Servants of the Hudsons Bay Company, in fact, send 
them to kill hundreds of Indians every year, to this the General 
replied, but really is it not the case? to which I answered, no, 
certainly, well says the General, I assure you, it is generally 
believed, by all I have conversed with in the States, here is 
Dr. Long,’ (turning to an English Gentleman of the name, 
with the General) he has often heard it, and it is said, you 
do this to drive the Indians away, and hunt the furs on their 
lands yourselves, and on this account the emigrants supposed 
you would be hostile to them, and put obstacles in their way, 
and felt very strong prejudices against your Company, I 
replied, the supposition, which the citizens of the States form, 
is a mistake, Captain Spauldings account of our proceedings 
in regard to Indians, that we send our people to murder 
hundreds of them every year, is false, Will you give me a 
statement of this to send to my friends, said the General,? it 
will clear you from great odium, I told him I would, but 
as I could hold no correspondence, with any one, on the 
Hudsons Bay Company’s affairs, but the Governor, deputy 
Governor & Committee, Hudsons Bay Company, and their 
Officers, but I would give him an extract from my despatch 
to the Govr. & Committee H.B.Co. and handed him the 
accompanying document? restraining myself in it, as you 
see to refuting Captn. Spauldings calumny on our character, 
As to what Captn. Spaulding says about the fertility of the 
Soil, of what Mr. McL., & Mr. McN., the butter Mr. W. 
made, and the profit Mr. B. made, though I may say, they 
are perfectly unknown, and that the whole is a fabrication, 
still as it does not concern us, I said nothing about them, and 
left them to find out. When the Settlers first arrived, they 
were very distant, but once they found out Captn. Spauldings 
report to be false, their deportment immediately altered, and 


I am certain, they feel very differently to what they did, when 
they arrived. 


1 John E. Long, territorial recorder and clerk in the Oregon Provisional 
Government of 1844. 


2 See pp. 113-19. 
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I sent a Copy to overtake Lieut. Fremont,! to whom I 
promised it when here, I was induced to do this, because in 
addition to what Captn. Spaulding writes, Mr. Linn,? a 
Senator from Missouri, stated in the Senate that the United 
States Government, ought to take possession of the Country, 
to put a stop to the murderous proceedings of the Hudsons 
Bay Company or words to that effect, I saw the paper in 
which this was stated, and I am sorry, I cannot get it now 
to send you. 

I have the Honor to be 
Fible, Sirs 
Your very obedient humble Servant 
Jno. McLoucuuin 


C.F; 


Vancouver 15 Nov. 18433 


Having perused Captain Spaulding’s report on 
this country and seen, with surprise and indignation, the 
false and outrageous statements made by that Gentleman in 
relation to our proceedings towards the Indian population 
of Oregon, I will subjoin, to the best of my recollection, a 


1See p. 183. John Charles Frémont (1813-90), explorer, politician and 
soldier. For his “ Report of the Exploring Expedition to the Rocky Mountains 
in the Year 1842, and to Oregon and North California in the Years 1843-44 ” 
see [U.S.] Senate Document No. 174, 28th Congress, 2nd Session. See also 
A. Nevins, Frémont : Pathmarker of the West (New York, 1939). 

2 Lewis Fields Linn (1795-1843), physician and senator from Missouri, and 
chairman of the Select Committee on the Territory of Oregon. In 1838 he 
introduced a bill to “ reoccupy ” Oregon, and to establish a government with 
military protection. Aided by the powerful economic factors of free land and 
the lure of trade, he secured the passage of his Oregon Bill through the Senate on 
February 28, 1843, after five years of persistent effort. See Dictionary of 
American Biography. a 

3B. 223/b/30, fos. 46-50. This unheaded extract is in a clerk’s writing. The 
signature, address and date are in McLoughlin’s writing. At the end of the 
extract, in Barclay’s writing, the following is written in pencil: “To be copied 
for Lord Aberdeen”. Cf. pp. 142-8. 


H 
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rapid Sketch of the several hostile collisions that have occurred 
at different periods of time between the whites connected 
and unconnected with the Hudson’s Bay Company, and the 
Indian population inhabiting the Country south of the 
Columbia through which the direct route to Calefornia passes, 
that appearing to be the district specially referred to by 
Captain Spaulding’ as having been fearfully visited by the 
depredations of our Servants. Captain Spaulding has a 
manifest advantage on his side, as the bold assertions put 
forth by him are so indefinite and vaguely stated, that we 
cannot reply to them distinctly, & moreover have so little 
real connection with the known events of our history that 
it is difficult to believe they form part of it, or in fact, have 
had a real existence. 

In 1820 Mr. Thomas McKay was sent with a Party to 
explore the country South of the Wallamette. A quarrel 
arose between his party and the Natives, in which some lives 
were lost, but I cannot say how many—but peace was restored, 
and a good understanding has subsisted between those 
Indians and the whites from that time to this. 

In 1829 Mr. Jedediah Smith, an American citizen 
unconnected with the Hudson’s Bay Company, who was 
travelling with a party of hunters towards the Columbia, 
at the mouth of the Umpqua left Sixteen of his men with his 
property and about 300 horses, while he went up the River 
to endeavour to find out a place to ford his horses. During 
his absence his camp was attacked, and 15 of his men out 
of 16 murdered. The one who escaped made his way from 
tribe to tribe, till he came to the Killemaux, who dwell on 
the coast about thirty miles to the South of Fort George. 
These brought the man (Black was his name,) to Vancouver, 


1“ Extracts from the journal of Captain Spaulding of the ship Lausanne, in 
the year 1841 ” are contained in the appendix to the report entitled “ Military 
Posts—Council Bluffs to the Pacific Ocean ” (accompanying bill H. R. No. 465, 
May 27, 1842), by Mr. Pendleton of Ohio, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs. See [U.S.] House of Representatives, Report No. 830, 27th Congress, and 
Session. McLoughlin again refers to Spaulding’s journal in his fourth letter dated 
November 15, 1843. See pp. 142-8. 
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who said that on the party arriving at the entrance of the 
Umpqua, the Indians stole the only axe the party had, and 
as they absolutely required it, after doing all they could 
in vain, to get it from the Indians, they had recourse as a 
last alternative to tying the Chief, on which the axe was 
restored. The day following Smith started with two men 
in search of a ford, and told the people to allow no Indian 
to enter the camp, but instead of doing so the Indians were 
allowed to come in the camp, and go about as they pleased. 
On a shout being given, four or five Indians got hold of 
each white man threw him down and murdered him. Four 
or five Indians got hold of Black, but as he held his rifle in 
his hand and being a strong man, he extricated himself, 
and by striking on the Indians right and left escaped into 
the woods, where the Indians would not follow him. Mr. 
Smith had taken an Indian with him to pilot him up the 
River. On his way back to the camp, he was met by a band 
of Indians, who called out to the Indian with Mr. Smith. 
The Indian seized on Mr. Smiths rifle, threw it in the river 
and dived in himself also, and at the same time the Indians 
from the shore discharged a volley of arrows at Mr. Smith, 
who, to save himself, paddled off as fast as he could to the 
opposite shore and when he came in sight of his camp, seeing 
neither men nor horses, he was convinced that his people 
had been murdered,—landed on the North bank of the 
River, and (though he never was there before) came through 
the woods to the Wallamette Valley ; from whence the 
Indians conducted him and his two men to Fort Vancouver, 
he met at the waterside, as he was disembarking from his 
canoe, a party of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s people who 
were on there way to the Wallamette in search of him. 

A few days after his arrival Mr. McLeod? was dispatched 
with Sixty men to the Country where Mr. Smith’s party 
had been destroyed, to compel a restitution of his property. 
He was two months on his journey, and collected property 
to the amount of about three thousand dollars, which was 

1 Alexander Roderick McLeod. See H.8.8., III, 448—so, and H.B.8., IV, 


passim. 
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restored in full to Mr. Smith who accompanied Mr. McLeod 
in the expedition without any charge or deduction whatsoever. 

Mr. McLeod then proceeded on his voyage to Calefornia 
and returned the following year without having had any 
quarrel with the Indians, except at Rogue’s River, which 
owes its name to the conduct of the Natives who were very 
impudent and troublesome, and went so far as to take the 
people’s kettles from the fire and help themselves to the 
contents; and when the men proposed to drive them out of 
camp and then punish them for their impudence, Mr. McLeod 
from motives of humanity would not allow them, but made 
them give the Contents of their kettles to the Indians, saying 
to his men, ‘‘ Take pity on the Indians and give them food ”’. 
From Mr. McLeod’s humanity and forbearance those 
Indians took a footing, and have been troublesome to the 
Whites ever since. However as the H.B.Co’s people were 
in large parties and knew their character they never had any 
rupture with them— 

But a party of Seven Americans and Englishmen coming 
from Calefornia in 18321 were treacherously attacked by these 
Indians, two of them murdered, and the remaining five robbed 
of there horses and property. After enduring great suffering 
and privation as may well be imagined from their being 
wounded and Naked, some only with a Shirt on their back, 
starving, and walking two hundred miles through a woody 
country, they reached the Wallamette Settlement in a most 
miserable plight, there wounds in a dreadful state; one man, 
in particular, had his lower lip cut to the chin, with several 
of his teeth broken. 

These must be the five men whom Captn. Spaulding says 
had been so kindly treated (Page 59) by the Indians, as no 
other five came that way. But these men were not in the 
H.B.Company’s Service, but entirely free and uncontrolled 
by the H.B.Co. 

A few Years after, in a party who went from this by sea 
with Mr. Slacum (and who were unconnected with the 
H.B.Co.) to Calefornia, there were two or more of these 

1 See H.B.8., IV, 112. 
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men, and in passing the place, one of them shot an Indian 
in the Camp before the others could interfere, and at which 
one of the party expressed the utmost indignation, but he 
could neither prevent the deed nor punish the delinquent. 
Two years Subsequently to the event related, a party composed 
of 16 white men from the Wallamette Settlement accompanied 
by a number of Indian followers, in travelling towards 
Calefornia, were way-laid and attacked in a difficult mountain 
pass, by these Indians, who having the advantage of the 
ground, repulsed and drove them back with the loss of one 
man killed, and they were discouraged to such a degree by 
this check that they did not prosecute their journey but 
returned immediately to their homes. 

Ihe above is a brief and hasty outline of the different 
affrays, that have occurred between the whites of this quarter 
and the Indian tribes inhabiting the district of country 
extending from the Columbia to the Bay of San Francisco in 
Calefornia. 

I will not take upon myself to assert that our trapping 
parties have in no instance exceeded the bounds of moderation 
in punishing acts of aggression committed by the Indian 
Tribes through whom they passed, nor even that individuals 
of these parties have not indulged in acts of private revenge 
when not under the eye of there leader, but this fact I may 
fearlessly assert, that we have taken every means that could 
be devised for the prevention of crime, by having these 
parties well organised, commanded by efficient persons of 
trust and confidence; by maintaining the strictest discipline 
among the Men, and by punishing every known offence 
committed; every man in these parties was also directed 
to be kind and forbearing towards the Indians, and fully 
understood that any act of wanton murder would expose 
him to the penalties of a capital indictment in the criminal 
courts of Canada. 

As to the story “The following winter the notorious 
Juman went through the district with the Company’s trappers 
committing all sorts of inhuman depredations and marking 
every step of his way with violence, blood, and murder ”’, it 
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is a gross fabrication. I know of no man of the name of Juman 
in the Country, and no party of ours was ever sent out with 
such instructions, or ever acted in such an atrocious manner. 
It may be seen by a perusal of Washington Irvine’s 
‘* Astoria’”’1 that on the first Settlement of the Country, 
the Columbia Indians were exceedingly troublesome, and 
in fact until 1834 it was not considered safe to travel up or 
down this river with less than 60 men, armed with muskets 
and fixed bayonets. Now even strangers can come down 
the River from the Snake Country by twos and threes. It 
is true, it is improper and impudent for strangers to do so, 
and they ought not, as it will lead to trouble; but it is a proof 
the Indians have not been butchered in the way Captn. 
Spaulding represents, and we brought them to this state 
by prudent, forbearing conduct joined with firmness. The 
very nature of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s business of 
itself ought to protect them from such foul aspersions. We 
are traders, and apart from more exalted motives, all traders 
are desirous of gain. Is it not self evident we will manage 
our business with more economy by being on good terms 
with Indians than if at variance. We trade furs, none can 
hunt fur bearing animals or afford to sell them cheaper, 
than Indians. It is therefore clearly our interest, as it 1s 
unquestionably our duty to be on good terms with them and 
the Indians of the Columbia are not such poltroons as to 
suffer themselves to be illtreated, particularly when the 
disparity of numbers is so great as to show but one white 
man to 200 Indians, and to conclude, I will observe that 
I have been in charge of this Department since 1824 and I 
am convinced that none of our proceedings can justify the 
slightest reflection being cast on the H.B.Co. and I am also 
satisfied that in every respect our conduct can bear the 
closest investigation. Capt. Spaulding has bestowed upon 
me a more flattering character than I desire and it 1s somewhat 
inconsistent in him to suppose that a person deserving of 
such high commendation should have permitted the H.B.Co. 


1W. Irving, Astoria ; or Enterprise Beyond the Rocky Mountains (London, 
1836), 3 vols. 
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Servants who are under his orders to commit the worst crimes 
that have disgraced the history of man. 
Joun McLovcuiin 


Chief factor H.B.Co. 


Fort Vancouver 15th November 1843 ? 


To The Governor Depy. Governor & Committee 
Honble. Hudsons Bay Company London 


Hons e. Sirs 
As I had the honor to inform you in mine of 24 May, 
the Columbia Captn. Humphreys entered the River on the 
4th May, and I am happy to report delivered her cargo in 
excellent condition, but in consequence of the Russian 
Goods, being mixed together with ours in the hold, we had 
to unload her entirely, before they could be separated; and 
to detain the vessel intended for the Transport of the Russian 
consignment to Sitika, during the time we were so occupied. 
It would save time & labor in such cases if the goods were 
hereafter kept separate. 
2. In the 5 paragraph of yours of 7 Sept. 1842 2 you write 
‘“ we notice the safe arrival of the party of Settlers, who left 
Red River Spring 1841, for the purpose of establishing 


1[U.S.] House of Representatives, Report No. 830, 27th Congress, 2nd Session, 
pp- 56-7, “... He [McLoughlin] is a gentleman of pleasing address, possessing 
great urbanity of manners and unbounded hospitality, opening his house to all 
strangers who can furnish any recommendations, or who have any claim, as men 
of character, upon his hospitality ; even the trappers, and other desperate men 
from the Rocky mountains and from California, are not turned away, but are 
provided for outside the fort...One of the peculiar traits of the doctor’s 

character is, that he never tires in his benevolent acts. This I was told by those 
who have been intimate with him for years; and, so far as my experience goes, 
I can truly confirm all that was told me...” 

* B. 223/b/30, fos. 52-67. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s 
writing. 

3 A. 6/26, fo. 24—24d. 
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themselves in the neighbourhood of the Columbia River ”’, 
I informed your Honors in the 17 paragraph of my despatch 
of 17 Octr. 1842,! that Baldero, John Spence, three Fletts, 
Charles McKay, Cunningham, Archd. Spence, Buxton and 
Otchin, left Nisqually, and went to the Fallatine plains, and 
a few days ago, the remaining seven went. The fact is, 
from the first moment I saw them, after their arrival from 
Red River, from their manner of speaking, I felt convinced 
they were desirous of going to the Wallamette, and though the 
Wallamette is a finer country for tillage than Nisqually, still 
beyond a doubt they might have made themselves comfortable, 
and independent by raising stock at Nisqually, and their 
accounts will shew, that every indulgence was allowed them, 
that could be possibly made to induce them to remain. 

3. The Diamond Captn. Fowler reached this place on the 
30 June, and I am happy to report delivered his cargo in 
excellent condition, except one of the packages, marked in 
the Bill of Lading as addressed to Mr. Rae which was not 
landed, and which Captn. Fowler maintained had not been 
shipped at London. According to instructions I gave Captn. 
Fowler a draft on your Honors for £2 5 say Twenty five pounds 
Sterling. 

4. The Columbia was ready to sail for Sitika, when the 
Diamond arrived, but I detained her until we got enough of 
the Freight brought p. Diamond for the Russian American 
Company, to fill the Columbia. The Vancouver & Columbia 
were so full with the contract grain Flour &c. for the Russian 
American Company, and with the supplies and provisions 
for our Establishments, on the N.West Coast, that they 
could not take all the freight, brought out this year, there 
being still about half the number of packages received by 
the Diamond remaining here, which it is my intention to send 
to Sitika by the Caddoro as soon as she returns from Ft. 
Langley, but I fear, she will not take the whole at one trip. 

5. You have been correctly informed, as you mention in 
the 4 paragraph of yours of 21 Decr. 1842, I did apprehend 


1 The letter is dated October 31, 1842. See p. 77. 
2 A. 6/26, fos. 34d.-35, see Appendix A, p. 296. 
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great difficulty, nay, impossibility in building the Lighter,! 
when I saw two American Vessels in opposition, and according 
to your instructions, I sent a drawing of the Lighter, to 
Governor Etholene at Sitika, and requested to know, if he 
would undertake to build such a vessel, and how much she 
would cost, he providing all the materials except the Copper 
Bolts, rudder furniture, sheet Copper, and Nails for sheathing, 
he writes me in reply, in his Letter of 1 Sepr.? translation 
of which is herewith sent, that for various reasons, he must 
decline the undertaking. The quality of the oak at Nisqually 
is so bad, that I think it is impossible, to get the quantity of 
sound timber required, but we may perhaps succeed better 
at the New Establishment, on the South end of Vancouvers 
Island, where I am told, the oak is of a better quality. 

6. As to building a vessel with the pine of this Country, it 
rots so soon, that I am of opinion, it would only be throwing 
money away, and indeed the difficulty of providing good 
timber, for ship building in this part of the world is so great, 
labor costs so much, there is such a waste of imported materials, 
that I know from my own experience in building vessels at 
Ft. William, on the shores of Lake Superior, and at this place, 
that a much better vessel can be built at London, and brought 
here, for half the money, it will cost, to build one in this 
Country, however, I will do all I can to get the oak, and 
when you send us a person, qualified to build the lighter, we 
will set about it, (though I beg to state, I see no use, that the 
Company, can have for a lighter in this quarter) and if you 
send a vessel to serve as a lighter, the oak we will have collected 
can be sent to Woahoo, where it will sell to more advantage, 
and turn to better account, than by employing it, in building 
a vessel here. 

1 See p. 73, n. 3. A. 12/2, Simpson to Governor and Committee, June 21, 
1843, “...I have suggested to C. F. McLoughlin as pr. the 24th par. of my 
letter of this date [D. 4/28, fos. 70-71] to that Gentn., that we may be able to 
dispense with a Lighter by converting the coalroom of the Steamer, which is 
never required for that purpose, into a cargo room, which would afford sufficient 
stowage for conducting the Indian trade, conveying grain and other bulky cargo in 
the Cadboro, to be taken in tow when such transport is required .. .” 

2B. 223/b/30, fos. 33d.-36. See Appendix A, p. 331. 
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7. In reply to your 8 paragraph, in regard to the Calefornia 
Trade, in mine of 29 May 1843 p.fama Captn. Nye, Copy 
of which I now forward (No. 2), I informed you in the 4 
paragraph, that by the Barque Vancouver we had received 
the Returns of Calefornia 0.1842, and the accounts, by 
which it appears, that Outfit cleared £2363, The business 
lost in 1841 the sum of £900, but this is because the goods 
arrived late, and the accounts of the year, had for the sake 
of regularity, to be closed almost immediately afterwards, 
before any amount of business had been done, and it must 
moreover be taken into consideration that the House and 
premises cost four thousand dollars, for which no credit is 
taken, that a reduction of 40 p.cent 1s made on the outstanding 
debts, and though the heavy Calefornia duties, are paid on 
the goods on Inventory, still we only value them at 33 1/3 
p.cent advance on prime cost, as at this place, and it is certain 
from our not having had a vessel to run along the Coast, the 
business has not had a fair trial, and you see as stated in that 
letter, that I have instructed Mr. Rae to write you fully on 
the business, so as you may be able to decide if it is to be 
continued or not, and that to do justice to the business, Mr. 
Rae would require to have a vessel similar to the Barque 
Columbia, to run up and down the Coast to trade and collect 
Hides, as other collectors do, and if we could not fill her with 
the Hides procured, we could get Hides on freight to London. 

8. The best way to carry on the Calefornia Trade, and 


remit the specie collected at Woahoo to London, is to put the- 


goods for the Calefornia Trade on board the vessel with the 
freight for Sitika, for her to stop at Woahoo for the specie, 
proceed to Sitika, deliver her freight, come here to communicate 
your instructions, and receive what we may have for the 
Calefornia Market, then proceed to St. Francisco, where she 
ought to be by the 1 June, and remain there till 1 November, 
as by that time at latest she would have a cargo of Hides for 
London, and by purchasing Wheat, if we find a market for 
it, which I think probable, and bringing it to be ground into 
Flour here, as there are no mills in Calefornia, we might add 
to the profit of the Calefornia Trade, and the result of the 


RES | 
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adventure under Mr. Rae proves that there is a prospect of 
a good business being made in Calefornia. 

g. As the party hunting in 1841/2 in Calefornia, under 
Mr. Ermatinger, though it made only a poor hunt, yet paid 
itself, and as the men who composed it were too old, and had 
too large families to be admitted into the Establishment, or 
to be allowed to hunt in our vicinity, as it would afford an 
opportunity to our opponents to tamper with them, to avoid 
this I formed them into a party, under the charge of Mr. 
Laframboise, and sent them to hunt towards Calefornia, 
they sent their Winter hunt to St. Francisco to Mr. Rae, 
who sent it here by the Vancouver. ‘The party arrived here 
the 10 Ulto., they made but a poor Spring hunt, which they 
sent to Mr. Rae, however, the expedition will pay, and has 
accomplished the object, I had in view, and this winter, they 
will hunt about the Umpaqua. 

10. In regard to the Sandwich Island affairs, mentioned 
in your 9 paragraph, I beg to send you a copy of Messrs. 
Pelly & Allan’s* letter to me of 14 August 1843 (No. 31)? 
which they sent by the American Brig Pad/as, Captn. Sylvester, 
from Newberry Port, nigh Boston, Massachussetts U.S. 
which arrived here on the 22 Sepr. By the same opportunity, 
I received a copy of their account current? for Outfit 1843, 
by which it appears that, the Sandwich Island business for 
that Outfit has cleared £1454, but as you see by their Letter, 
if they had received the supplies expected this year by the 
Columbia, they would have sold them to advantage. It is 
true there is a large stock of Goods on hand at the Sandwich 
Islands, consisting mostly however of articles of limited 
consumption, that were imported in too large quantities in 
opening the business, in consequence of those who made the 
Requisition, miscalculating the demand, while there is a 
positive deficiency of saleable goods. In my opinion a 
respectable business may be done, by supplying that place 
from London with British Goods, suitable to the demand of 
the market, and with flour, lumber & salmon, as we do from 


4 George Traill Allan. See Appendix B, pp. 383-4. 
1B. 223/b/30, fos. 22d.-24d. 2 Tbid., fos. 25d.-26. 
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this place, and by remitting the proceeds, as I already suggested 
in my 8th paragraph, to Calefornia, to be invested in the 
purchase of Hides. But to carry on the business of the 
Sandwich Islands, Calefornia and this place to most advantage, 
I beg to submit that it is necessary, a person well acquainted 
with our business, should go from here to Woahoo and 
Calefornia once a season. Being on the spot, and knowing 
what was at the different stations, he would acquire and 
communicate valuable information, which would enable the 
business to be carried on to better advantage than it can 
possibly be by any other way. 

11. In regard to the complaint about the Bread and Meat, 
our Baker does not understand Biscuit baking, and as to the 
salt meat, it is the first time, we have had any complaint, of 
its being badly cured, and we will endeavour to obviate future 
complaints, by the most particular attention to these points. 

12. Your instructions in regard to the exchange of Otters 
for Beaver! will be followed. 

13. In your 12 paragraph you state, that it is very desirable, 
the Otters should be delivered at Sitika before the 1 May. 
But we, as I have stated in my different despatches have always, 
hitherto, except in 1841, when the Steamer was laid up, sent 
the Otters to Sitika in advance, in the Autumn, and every 
exertion will be made to send them to Sitika before 1 May. 

14. The Beaver received from the Russians for the Otters, 
will be packed as you direct. 

15. You write in your 13 paragraph, “It is probable in 
a year or two hence, the Russn. Amn. Co. may require a 
further quantity of flour, beyond what is already contracted 
for, for Kamschatka”’, I beg to state for your information, 
that we pay for wheat at this place 3/ say three shillings p. 
bushel in goods at fifty p.cent advance on prime cost, but 
from the expense in transportation from the Wallamette to 
Fort Vancouver, it costs us four shillings & sixpence p.imperial 
bushel, weighing sixty nine pounds, the wheat received this 
year from Calefornia, we credit that district at three shillings 
6 nine pence p.bushel, but it is neither so clean nor so 

* See pp. 28, 133-5 and Appendix A, pp. 299, 331. 
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heavy as the Wallamette wheat, as it weighs only sixty six 
pounds per imperial bushel, and to sell our Wheat for less 
than five shillings p.imperial bushel, deliverable here, not 
only leaves us with nothing for our labor, but actually 
the Company loses money, I regret you did not mention 
the additional quantity, you think you will require, as we 
might take our precautions, and be provided, but that you 
may form some idea of our means, I beg to state that we 


have in store 7300 bushels 


Crop at Vancouver BGOOn, fas 
Crop at Puget Sd. Farm Cowelitz FOOD «5, 
We expect from Settlers 10500" .,, 


25300 bushels 


We require for ourselves & the Russians 15300 
We will send to Woahoo 10000 


25300 bushels 


But the influx of Settlers from the United States to this 
quarter, will cause the price of wheat assuredly to rise and 
though Calefornia possesses a fertile soil, the crops often 
fail in consequence of drought. I therefore think it would 
not be prudent for at least two years to come to engage to 
provide more than ten thousand bushels of Wheat in addition 
to the quantity we now supply to the Russians, and this can 
be done only by depriving the Sandwich Islands of the 
supply we now send there, I think it would be both profitable 
and politic to secure the supply for that market, and perhaps 
by sending the proceeds to Calefornia to be invested in the 
purchase of Hides and Wheat, the Company may find it 
a more advantageous way of turning the wheat to account. 
I also beg to observe, that I am told, though I do not rely 
on my informant that wheat sells frequently at Sydney New 
South Wales for eight and ten shillings p.bushel, and it is 
probable, if the merchants of that place could depend on 
getting a supply of Flour at Woahoo, they would be induced 
to visit that place, or we might perhaps find it worth while 
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to send flour to them, and in conclusion on the subject I 
beg to observe, I am happy to see you endeavour to find a 
market for wheat, as if we could secure a good market for 
the wheat of this place, and also of Calefornia, it would secure 
us, with good management the Control of the trade of 
Calefornia, and it is certain a large quantity of wheat, can be 
procured in this country and Calefornia, but the price must 
depend on the demand, though it is certain, it can never be 
lower than at present, and the farm at this place may be 
calculated to yield annually, 4000 Bushels 
The Puget Sound Farm at Cowelitz 7000 Bushels 

16. As directed in your 14 Paragraph I have placed Dr. 
Tolmie in charge of Nisqually to manage the Puget Sound 
affairs at that place, a charge for which I am happy to say I] 
consider him fully qualified, and in which he takes great 
interest. 

17. You write “a Store within the Stockades of Fort 
Nisqually being appropriated to the use of the Captain of 
the Beaver Steamer, and instead of the Captain of that vessel 
assuming charge of the post as heretofore when there tg 
you have been misinformed on this subject, the Captain of 
the Steamer was never authorised by me to assume the charge 
of Nisqually, when there, except in one instance, when he 
was ordered to carry on the duties of the post during the 
vemporary absence of Mr. Anderson, the only Officer then 
at the place, but on no other occasion, did he exercise any 
authority over the business at Nisqually, but I instructed the 
Captain of the Steamer so apply for assistance, when he required 
any, to the Officer in charge of Nisqually, and instructed the 
latter to give every assistance the place could afford to the 
Steamer, as it is necessary it should be so, for the business to 
go on well. 

18. The people attached to Puget Sound, are kept separate 
from the Hudsons Bay Company’s Servants. 

19. In your 17 paragraph you write “we cannot help 
noticing the heavy outlay incurred of late years in the purchase 
of Agricultural Implements, thrashing machines, horse tackle 

? Alexander Caulfield Anderson. See Appendix B, pp. 384-6. 
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&c., which it is desirable should be reduced as much as 
possible, the wood work of ploughs, we think ought to be 
prepared in the Country”. There must be some omission 
in the copy you have of our requisition, or your informant 
must be mistaken, as in the copy of the Requisition to which 
this alludes, which we have here, it is expressly stated, that 
we did not require the wood work for ploughs as we could 
prepare it here, as p.following Extract from our Requisition 
—vizt. 

“ The Iron Work only for 10 X.P.Ploughs) as we can make the 

do. pe oars 08 wand. part here’. 

and the only article for us on that Requisition, is a Drill, all 
the others are for sale to the Settlers, two of the thrashing Mills 
were ordered for Calefornia and expected to be here in 1842, 
to be delivered to those who demanded them, but they did 
not come. 

20. The Russian as I informed you in my Despatch of last 
year could not make as good coal with our wood as he could 
with the wood at Sitika. 

21. Mr. Rae returned me his Indenture signed, which I 
sent him last year, and Mr. Ross sent his, I forward both, 
with the present despatch. 

22. The two apprentices were received from the Diamond. 

23. I received the sample of Biscuit, you sent from Sir 
J. Henry Pelly,t but I am sorry to say, our baker cannot make 
such Biscuit, and Governor Etholene requests, if we can 
send no better than our Baker makes that we send him none, 
as he can make as good at Sitika. 

24. If any material repair or alteration in the machinery 
of the Beaver be required hereafter, I will if necessary, as you 
direct, apply to get the same executed at Sitika, although | 
think it will not be necessary to have recourse, to foreign 
assistance, indeed it is certain when she requires Boilers to 
be put in her again, it will be cheaper to send her to London 
to ship them there, than to import them, and allow her remain 
idle here as she did the last time. Mr. Carless is I believe 

1 See Appendix A, p. 303, and Appendix B, pp. 399-401, for a biography of 
Sir John Henry Pelly. See also p. 19, n. 1. 
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a good Engineer, but as I stated in the 32d paragraph of my 
despatch of 20 March 1843, has given notice, that he will 
retire at the expiration of his agreement, that is Autumn 
1844. 

25. The Brigade arrived here on the 4 June, under the 
charge of C. F. Ogden, who I am happy to find had not 
availed himself of his Rotation, and was accompanied by 
C.Factor Archd. McDonald, they left this on their return 
on the 28 June, and I am pained to be obliged to inform you, 
that a Boat was lost at the Dalles of the Columbia,? by which 
accident one man was drowned, and a day after, another was 
unfortunately drowned by falling overboard, while using 
the setting pole in a rapid, his pole slipped, he fell in the 
water, and never rose again, his body was found some time 
after, and it would appear from a deep wound on the forehead, 
that in falling, his head had struck upon the rocks, and the 
severity of the blow had stunned, and rendered him incapable 
of making any effort to save himself. 

26. A few days after the departure of the Express last 
March, a momentary excitement broke out among the Nez 
Percgés, and cayouse Tribes, who inhabit the Country about 
Walla Walla, caused by a report spread among them, that 
Dr. White, who as I informed you last Fall, gave himself out 
as Indian Agent for the United States, had said, he would 
take their lands from them, which it is certain he never 
said, and also from another report, which came to the 
Wallamette, that the Cayouse and Nez Percés, had said they 
intended to attack the white Settlers, in that place, which 
was also unfounded. 

27. Dr. White stopped here as he was passing on his way 
to visit the Cayouses and Nez Pergés at Walla Walla according 
to appointment with them, and as he might take it into his 
head (though he had publicly said, he had nothing to do 
with us), to address these Indians in our Establishment, and 
in which case Mr. A. McKinlay the Officer in charge of the 
place, might not know how to act, and this might bring 


1 This letter is addressed to Sir George Simpson and a copy is in D. 5/8. 
2 See p. 108. 
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us into trouble with the Indians, to avoid this, and all 
misunderstanding hereafter on the subject, I wrote Mr. 
McKinlay the following letter and handed it for perusal to 
Dr. White, after which sealed and delivered it to Dr. White, 
with a request he would give it to Mr. McKinlay as he was 
going to Walla Walla, which the Doctor did. 


Ft. Vancouver 14 April 18.43 
Mr. Archd. McKinlay 


Dear Sir 

Dr. White is, I understand, on his way to Walla 
Walla, you will observe that until our Government, has given 
up its claim to this Country and recognized the rights of the 
United States, and that we are officially informed of it, we 
cannot recognize Dr. White as an Indian Agent, and he 
can only be known to us as a private Individual, and as such, 
treated with all the courtesy his conduct deserves. But you 
cannot permit his holding Council with Indians in the Fort, 
and you will remember, that the Goods sent to you, are to 
be employed in trade with Indians, but you may of course 
sell him any or give him on credit such articles as we generally 
supply Gentlemen on the voyage. 

Iam 
Yours truly 
(sd.) Joun McLovucutin 


N.B. To avoid any misapprehension, you will attend no 
Indian Council with Dr. White. (sd.) J. McL. 

28. Dr. White went up to the Interior, and had a meeting 
with the Cayouses and Nez Percés, about twenty miles from 
Walla Walla, at which, it is said, he principally spoke to them 
of Religion, and advised them to become Farmers. On first 
meeting, the two tribes in consequence of national jealousies, 
were on the point of coming to blows, but the assembly 
eventually broke up quietly, and every thing by last accounts 
is quiet in the Interior. 

29. Ihe American population of the Wallamette had a 


I 
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political meeting last May, and invited the Canadians to 
unite with them in organizing themselves into a community, 
the Canadians who are fully as many as the others, told them 
they would positively take no part in their plans of 
organization, and government. The American party with 
a few Englishmen, who came by way of the States, and 
some Foreigners, formed themselves into a body, elected 
three men as an executive Board, three others as Magistrates, 
and three Constables, but so far, I am happy to say, every 
thing is quiet. 

30. In May a Party of Americans who came last Fall from 
the States, left this under the command, or more properly 
led by Mr. Hastings,? an American Lawyer, to proceed to 
Calefornia, and if they did not find that to suit them, from 
there back to the States, I learn they arrived safely, and that 
Mr. Hastings is highly pleased with the Country, and has 
got a grant from the Calefornia Government of ten leagues 
square of land, this will cause many of those, come this 
season, to proceed next year to join him. 

31. I am happy to be able to state that our crops have been 
more abundant, than J ever knew them at this place. 

32. I understand the Pallas a Brig of about 1o1 Tons, 
Captain Sylvester, which I have already mentioned, is to 
be employed in sailing between this and Woahoo, she belongs 
to Mr. Cushing? a member of Congress, who takes a very 


1 This was the meeting held in a barn on the prairie at Champoeg on May 2, 
1843, at which Dr. Ira L. Babcock presided. A legislative committee of nine 
was chosen, and at a public meeting held at Champoeg on July 5 following, a body 
of laws was adopted for Oregon for the first time. Speaking generally, the laws of 
Iowa Territory were declared to be the laws of Oregon. 

2Lansford W. Hastings, author of The Emigrants’ Guide, to Oregon and 
California ... (Cincinnati, 1845). See Oregon Hist. Quar., XLII, O. O. 
Winther, “‘ Commercial Routes from 1792 to 1843 by Sea and Overland”, 
p. 242. For facts concerning Hastings’ later career see Southwestern Historical 
Quarterly, October, 1935, L. F. Hill, “ The Confederate Exodus to Latin 
America”. 

3 Caleb Cushing (1800-79) of Massachusetts. He became a state senator in 
1826. See Dictionary of American Biography. For his Report from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, respecting the territory of Oregon, presented January 4, 1839, 
see [U.S.] House of Representatives, Report No. 101, 25th Congress, 3rd Session. 
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prominent part, as I am told, when this Country is the subject 
of debate in the Congress of the U.States. 

33. On the 10 June the Vancouver Captain Duncan, sailed 
with the Supplies for the trade of the North West Coast, and 
with the cargo of the Valleyfield belonging to the Russian 
American Company, and also that for them that came by the 
Columbia, she was first to proceed to Sitika, then to Stikine 
& Ft. Simpson, and requested Governor Etholene, to allow 
the Russian Steamer to tow the Vancouver to Stikine, but the 
Governor more obligingly forwarded the supplies for Stikine 
by the Steamer, which returned in a few days, bringing the 
_ Returns of Stikine to the Vancouver at Sitika. 

34. On the 1 July the Steamer left the New Establishment 
on Vancouvers Island, and proceeded to Ft. Simpson, on 
her tour to the North as far as Cape Spencer, at Ft. Simpson 
the Steamer met the Barque Vancouver, and according to 
instructions, I had sent, Captn. Duncan took the command 
of the Steamer, and Captn. Brotchie that of the Vancouver 
and arrived at this place on the 5 Sepr. 

35. By the Vancouver I received Governor Etholene’s 
letter of 14 July,! a translation of which I now send, and 
you will see, that he complains strongly of the state of the 
Cargo the Valleyfield was in, at which I am not surprised, 
from the fact stated in the 13 paragraph of my despatch to 
your Honors of 31 Octr. 1842, that some of our Goods were 
injured, and that when the Va//eyfield was laid on shore at 
Nisqually for survey, a seam seven feet in length was found, 
which had not been caulked.? 


1B. 223/b/30, fos. 32-3. 

* See pp. 62, 75, 92, and Appendix A, p. 316. The following note, in pencil and 
in Barclay’s writing, appears at the end of paragraph 35: “N.B. The damage 
the Goods pr. Vad/eyfd. was trifling compared to that done to the Goods pr. 
Columbia—which were allowed to lie exposed to the weather &c for 10 months 
at Nisqually.” Cf. D.s/9, G. W. Simpson writing from the office of Messrs. 
Pelly, Simpson & Co., London (see p. 1g, n. 1) to Sir George Simpson, October 
3, 1843, “ The Russian American Coy. say that in their dispatches Mr. Etholin 
complains that the goods shipped from England in Novr. 1841 p. Valleyfield 
were not delivered at Sitka until May 1843, and when delivered were found to 
be in very bad condition . . . How this has arisen, whether from the unseaworthy 
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36. On the 6 July the Columbia, Captain Humphreys 
left this, bound for Sitika, and returned the 23 Sepr., I send 
a translation of Govr. Etholene’s letter to me dated 1 
September. 

37. You see in the 1 paragraph that Urbain Heroux, the 
murderer of my late son, has attempted to murder the gaoler, 
merely because he prevented his escape. 

38. Governor Etholene complains of the late arrival of 
the wheat, and says it ought by agreement, to be at Sitika 
about the 1 June, the agreement provides the furs should be 
there about that date, but the season for the arrival of the 
wheat is not mentioned, however I shall as hitherto do my 
best to send them all their grain about 1 June. Ass to the 
delay this year, the two vessels, the Vancouver & Columbia 
arrived here together in May, and as I conceived they might 
be more in want of goods than provisions, I sent the Cargo 
of the Valleyfield which remained here ten months, and as the 
Diamond arrived when the Columbia was ready, I also 
determined to send the Russians as much as I could of the 
Diamona’s Cargo, 1 therefore detained the Columbia as | 
had not the least idea the Russians were in such want of 
wheat, and Governor Etholene not knowing my reasons, of 
course complains, which I merely mention to explain how 
the delay occurred, and you may depend we will do every 
thing we can to satisfy them and fulfil our contract, and I 
have the pleasure to state that we have found them very 
accommodating and desirous to meet our views. As to the 
wheat not being so clean as usual Govr. Etholene wrote me 


condition of the Va//eyfield or from carelessness on board the Steamer or at Fort 
Vancouver I cannot tell... The lateness of the delivery has I understand been 
caused by the Vazcouver’s not being able to take on board those goods in addition 
to the wheat in 1842... I] learn from Captn. McNeill that it is not unusual at 
Fort Vancouver to leave the Russian goods arriving from England for weeks at a 
time in the open air... It is very difficult to get information on any subject at 
the Hudson’s Bay House so that I am often driven to give the Russn. American 
Compy. insufficient explanations of this & similar matters, for Sir Henry [Pelly] 
does not trouble himself about such things and expects me to understand them by 
intuition.” 
1B. 223/b/30, fos. 33d.—36, see Appendix A, pp. 329-33. 
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he preferred the Red Wheat, and to meet his views, I sent 
him Calefornia Wheat, which being always thrashed on the 
ground by Horses, it is impossible to clean it thoroughly from 
dust, without washing it with water as the Calefornians do. 

39. Governor Etholene as I already stated could not 
undertake to build a lighter for us, but proposes to sell us the 
Hull of a Schooner of about 70 Tons, for £300 say three 
hundred pounds, and if we do not wish to purchase it, he 
very obligingly offers, to lend it to us, till our own lighter is 
built, but I will thank him and decline his kind offer, as at 
present such a craft, would be a useless Bill of Expense to 
us, as the vessel going to Sitika can touch at Ft. Simpson, 
and drop the supplies for the trade of that place and Stikine, 
and from Ft. Simpson, the Beaver can transport the supplies 
required for Stikine, in two or three trips, and if a lighter is 
absolutely required for a trip which I do not now foresee, 
the Cadboro can serve for the time as a lighter, and I beg to 
repeat my remark to Sir George Simpson in the 8 paragraph 
of mine of 1 March 18421 “ your instructions in regard to 
a lighter will be complied with, but I do not see to what use 
she can be applied ”’. 

40. It being certain that by Govr. Etholene’s not paying 
us the 5000 beaver skins for the otters which we will deliver 
him this Autumn, the Beaver will remain in the Country till 
Fall 1844, and thus one year’s Interest of the money be 
lost. I wrote to Govr. Etholene in the 7 paragraph of mine 
of 6 July 18432 ‘“‘ this document will inform you that Sir 
George Simpson has consented to receive a number of beaver 
Skins, of good quality in payment of the East and West side 
Contract Otters annually furnished by us, with a proviso, that 
the arrangement in question is to continue for one year only, 
by way of experiment, and the term was subsequently extended 
to two years. This mode of payment will on the whole be 
found less convenient than by Bills on St. Petersburg, as it 
will keep the proceeds of the Otters a considerable time 
longer afloat, before they could be realized, and brought to 


1 See Appendix A, p. 274. 
2, 223/b/30) fovod.. Seep. 124, 0. 1. 
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account, this is in fact a most serious objection to the further 
continuance of the new arrangement, and I see only one way 
of removing it, and that is, by your delivering the number 
of Beaver Skins required to meet our next consignment of 
Otters in advance, to our vessel now visiting Sitika, and in 
future should the arrangement be continued, to any of our 
vessels, that may touch there about this season with grain 
and other Cargo, by this means we could send the Furs, 
one year sooner to market, and thereby save a heavy interest 
charge on them, which would of itself be a strong inducement 
for continuing the arrangement, which I mention, as I would 
be happy our Board, could by any means be influenced to 
enter fully into Baron Wrangel’s proposal. If this can be 
done without incurring a loss & if you approve of this 
suggestion, we will expect a consignment of Beaver by Return 
of the Columbia, provided you have any on hand, of the 
required quality, if this unfortunately should not be the case, 
we must wait till next year for payment of Otters of 1844, 
and at the same time should be forwarded the Beaver in 
advance of the contract otters for 1845.” 

41. In reply Governor Etholene, remarks he would be 
happy to do as requested, but that he had no Beaver at the 
time at Sitika, as the preceding years Returns, had been 
shipped before the arrival of my Letter, but if the Cadboro 
was there with the remains of the Diamonds Cargo by the 
15 September, according to my intentions at that time, he 
would have it in his power to send the sooo beaver Skins. 
But I am sorry to say, that the Caddoro only returned from 
Ft. Langley on the 10 Ulto., and I have consequently not 
been able to send to Sitika, as soon as he expected. While 
on the subject, I beg leave to suggest, in case your Honors 
should decide on extending beyond the term of two years, 
the arrangement lately entered into, with the Russian American 
Company, relative to the payment of the contract Otters in 
Beaver Skins at a fixed value, instead of Bills on St. Petersburg 
as before, that they should be bound, to deliver these skins 
annually, a few months in advance, of the delivery of the 
Otters, in order that we may send them home, the same 
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season, and realize the proceeds as soon as if payment had 
been made in Bills, or to put my meaning in a clearer light, 
that the Beaver intended as payment for the East side Otters, 
deliverable on 1 May 1845, should be sent here in time, for 
our London Shipment of October, 1844, that is, while our 
Furs are on the route from York Factory, theirs should be 
sent here by the Return of our grain ship every summer from 
Sitika, an arrangement that would effectually answer the 
purpose in question. 

42. I beg also to observe that in any future arrangement, 
instead of saying in the terms of the existing arrangement 
““s000 large prime seasoned parchment Beaver skins, to 
average not less than 14 Ibs. each ’’, in which case the Russian 
American Company are only bound to give 5000 Beaver 
weighing 7500 lIbs., for our 5000 Otters, instead of giving 
one large Beaver skin for each Otter, as I think is meant. 

It would be better to express it thus 5000 large prime 
seasoned parchment beaver Skins, none weighing less than 
14 lb. each. This form will be more explicit and prevent 
difficulties, with the Company’s Agents at Sitika, who are 
of course anxious to promote the Interest of their Employers. 

43. Governor Etholene applies for a passage by the Spring 
Express, for his Engineer Mr. Moore, who has also written 
me on the same subject. I shall write to Governor Etholene 
and Mr. Moore, that I will be happy to see him here, & do 
my best to assist him to go to the States, by the Snake Country, 
with his Country men who return from this Country, or else 
allow him a passage in our first Vessel to Woahoo, but that 
I am sorry, I cannot do myself the pleasure to afford him a 
passage across the mountains, as I have no authority to do so, 
even if authorised to grant him, or any one else a passage, 
unless obliged by circumstances, I would not do so, as it 
places us all at the mercy of these visitors, who will always 
find people ready to believe any thing, they may be pleased 
to say. 

44. I sent rro1 Otters p.Co/wmbia in advance for Rent 
for Outfit 1843, but Governor Etholene, instead of opening 
the packs, examining them, and sending us such as he 
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rejected, so as we might send them to London this Season, 
has kept them in Bales, till the remainder gets there, I will 
write him to point out the derangement, and I am certain 
it will not occur again. 

45. On the 1 July a party of Americans and Calefornians 
headed by a Mr. Leese arrived here. Mr. Leese is an 
American, Brother in Law to Genl. Vallejo, Commandant 
of Upper Calefornia. Mr. Leese brought between four 
and five hundred Cows and about the same number of sheep, 
all which he sold, and returned with his own people in the 
Diamond Captn. Fowler who promised to land him at Bodego. 
The remainder of his party are dispersed among the Settlers, 
among them are several Americans, who say they could not 
get lands in Calefornia. 

46. In consequence of having been obliged to send the 
Vancouver & Columbia to the North West Coast with the 
goods for the Russians, and the supplies for our own 
Establishments, we had not been able to send our usual 
Stock of Lumber Salmon & Flour to Woahoo, I agreed with 
Captn. Fowler to take a cargo of these articles to Woahoo, 
at the same time he was to call in passing at St. Francisco, 
for the purpose of seeing, if he could get freight, by returning 
there at the same time it afforded me the opportunity of 
writing to Mr. Rae mine of 2d Aug. 18432 

47. Mr. Douglas returned from the North West Coast, 
on the 15 June. On his trip he withdrew the people from 
the posts of Fort Durham & Fort McLoughlin, and set them 
to begin to build on the place selected last year, on the South 
end of Vancouver’s Island, named Caméésan, by the natives, and 
which we have named Fort Victoria as the Council directs.? 


1B. 223/b/30, fo. 14d. 

2 Resolution 63 of the Minutes of a temporary Council held at Red River 
Settlement, June, 1843. See Oliver, Canadian North-West, 11, 862. The log 
of the Cadboro (C. 1/221) begins on June 25, 1843, and the entry for July 4 
mentions Charles Ross as being “ In Charge of Cammoosan”’. The next entry 
refers to him as in “ Charge of Camésun ”” as well as to three “‘ men from Fort 
Camésun ” assisting in discharging cargo. This is the only reference to “ Fort” 
Camésun in the log. An entry for July 29 records outfits being taken out of the 
Columbia for “* Camésun Langley & Nisqually ”, whilst that for August 6 reads : 
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48. Mr. Douglas examined the men, who were at Stikine 
in 1841/2, in regard to the murder of the late Mr. John 
McLoughlin, and I send you with this, a copy of the 
depositions! he took, the only additional information he 
has learnt, is, as stated in his letter to your Honors, of the 
10 May 1843,” that ten months before, Heroux the murderer, 
had been concerting measures with Pierre Kanaquassé, and 
had used efforts to get Antoine Kawenassé to join them to 
murder the late Mr. John McLoughlin, and his assistant 
Mr. Roderick Finlayson, and though several of the men, (if 
not all) were aware of this, not one of them warned their 
master, which is sufficient to shew their Characters, Mr. 
Douglas has also written you, that the charge of embezzlement, 
brought against the late Mr. John McLoughlin by Philip 
Smith appears unfounded. I send you with this, an account? 
of the articles found deficient in the Outfit, which was made 
out by recapitulating the articles expended in the Indian 
Trade, from the Indian shop book, and sales to Servants, by 
Mr. Dodd who succeeded to the charge of Stikine, by which 
you see the articles deficient amount only to £10. 1.9, say 


“... proceeded for Camésun ... at rr Mr. Finlayson in a Canoe with ro hands 


Came allongside from Camésun... Noon anchored in Camésun Harbour 
abreast of Fort Albert ...”. This is the first reference in the log to Fort Albert ; 
thereafter there are several references to it. The entries quoted above, and similar 
ones which appear later in the log, suggest that during the early days the post 
was called Camésun or Fort Albert indiscriminately. The last reference in the 
log to the post as Camésun is in the entry for September 24, 1843: “... 
Passengers on Board for Vancouver two Sons and one Daughter of Charles Ross 
Esq. in charge of Camésun ...” The Cadéoro crossed the bar of the Columbia 
River on her way “ Towards Fort Albert ” on November 27, 1843, and the log 
records that she anchored “ abreast of Fort Albert” on December 3 following. 
The last reference to Fort Albert is contained in the entry for the next day. The 
name Fort Victoria first appears in the heading “ At Fort Victoria Camésun 
Harbour ” which covers the entries for December 12-18 (fos. 36d.-37). No 
actual place names are mentioned in these particular entries, and the first one to 
refer to Fort Victoria is that for January 16, 1844: “...2 hands went... to 
Look after a Quantity of Boards to take to Fort Victoria. . . ” 

1 H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder. 

2 A. 11/51, Douglas to William Smith, Sitka, May ro, 1843. 

3H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder. The total given is 
£13. os. 1d., and not £10. 15. gd., as stated above. 
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Ten pounds one shilling & ninepence Stg., and I am now 
forty years in the trade, and I say I never saw so small an 
amount of articles unaccounted for, on such an amount of 
property, and no Indian Trader, that I am acquainted with, 
has, and when it is considered, how the deceased was 
situated, that he had to deal with the most troublesome 
Indians, in the whole Indian Country, & the bad character 
of his assistants, it will be admitted, I believe, that he was 
most vigilant, and attentive to his duty, his letters to Mr. 
Roderick Finlayson, now sent,! are not in the Style of a 
drunkard, and shew the anxiety he felt for his charge, and 
seem to me, to prove he was not the drunkard, these men 
wish to make us believe, The deceased’s allowance of 
liquor, his Brandy & wine, was found almost in the same 
state, as when Mr. Finlayson left him, he had been several 
years here, he has been travelling up and down this River, 
had plenty of liquor with him, and it never was whispered 
even, that he got intoxicated, as to what these men say in this 
respect, they are so little worthy of credence, last year, Heron 
swore before Sir George Simpson, that, on Christmas 1840, 
the deceased Mr. McLoughlin got drunk, and was so violent 
that Mr. Rae had to tie him, you see Mr. Rae’s letter to me,? 
and that this is false, in short, they are so well known to raise 
false reports against their Officers, to serve as an excuse or 
cloak for their own misconduct, that when I see the accounts 
of the deceased so correct as they are, I do not believe the 
deceased was a drunkard, and I believe these men, murdered 
him as Pierre Kanaquassé admits, because on account of the 
danger, the Establishment was exposed to, and in compliance 
with his instructions, which were very proper, he would 
not allow the men go to the Indian Camp, when the Indians 
were numerous, about the place, or more of them take Indian 
Wives. But even if he was as bad as they say, it is no 
justification of his murder, and it is evident, we have not 
yet, got at the truth of this affair, as, it is certain, there was a 
premeditated plan to murder the deceased that night, Pierre 


1B. 201/c/1, December 2, 1841, and February 14 and 20, 1842. 
2B 223/c/t, April 20,1843. 


NOY ENMBIER rs, 1849 139 


Kanaquassé told Mr. Douglas, Antoine Kawenassé told him, 
the deceased was to be murdered that night, Antoine admits 
he told Pierre, and says, it was Heroux, who told him, the 
Owhyhees say, the deceased called on them, to fire on the 
Canadians, as they wanted to kill him, but no one knows, who 
told the deceased the Canadians wanted to kill him, and this 
is because, the man who told the deceased, is afraid, that if it 
1s known, he informed the deceased, it will make his comrades 
divulge something to his own injury, or that it will expose 
him to an examination, which might oblige him, to make 
known more than he wishes. 

49. According to my instructions to Mr. Douglas, the 
Owhyhees are on duty, as though they had been tampered 
with by the Canadians, and Iroquois, they did not join with 
them, though from ignorance, they seem not to have informed 
their master, Pierre Kanaquassé and Pressé were delivered 
to the Russians to await their trial, Antoine Kawenassé and 
the Canadians are dispersed at Stikine, Fort Simpson and 
Fort Victoria, and kept in confinement till further orders, as 
you may depend, unless this case is thoroughly investigated, 
and Justice done, that when there are bad characters among 
the men, at any of the Posts, if the Officer attempts to keep 
them to their duty, he will be murdered, I have repeatedly 
(and every Officer in the Country has), known of plots among 
these men, against their masters, to impose on them, and do 
as they pleased, and nothing but the firm conduct of their 
masters, made these men do their duty, as it is well known, 
many of these men, do their duty, not from a sense of right, 
or horror of wrong, but merely from a dread of punishment. 

50. The Steamer is returned from her round on the 
Coast, and brought letters from the Officers in charge of the 
several places, and I am happy to be able to inform you, that 
the Returns are rather better than last year. By last accounts 
from the Interior all were well. 

gi. A large band of Emigrants are come this year from the 
States,! they say a thousand head, but I do not think above 


1 See Oregon Hist. Quar., XL, H.N. M. Winton (ed.), “ William T. Newby’s 
Diary of the Emigration of 1843 ”, pp. 219-242. 
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five or six hundred, and among them some men of property, 
and standing in their own Country, among them, there is a 
Mr. Burnet,! lately State Lawyer for Missouri, they have 
large droves of cattle, but I daresay many of them, as 
those of last year, will move to Calefornia, especially when 
they hear, that those of last year have (as I am told they have) 
lands. 

52. The Cadboro is off for Sitika, with almost all we had 
here, for the Russians, remaining of the Diamonds Cargo. 

53. Uhe Columbia is taking a cargo of spars, deals & flour, 
for Woahoo, from whence she will return here with Salt 
Sugar & Molasses, and then proceed to Calefornia, and bring 
here Mr. Rae, and unless I receive more positive instructions 
from the Governor & Council, Mr. Rae will remain at 
Woahoo, till I hear from you. The account now sent shews 
the value of the Calefornia Trade,? and you see from Mr. 
Pierces (of the House of Pierce & Brewer of Woahoo) letter 
in the Congress report,’ now sent you, how much he estimates 
the Calefornia Trade, and with what jealousy, he views what 
we have done, which is a proof of its value. 

$4. Captain Brotchie and Captain Humphries have applied 
to me, to know if I had any objection to their bringing their 
Wives to the Country, I told them I had none, and that I 
would be happy to see them, provided you had no objection, 
and that they had your sanction, for which they told me, they 
would apply. 

55. The American Emigrants, have hitherto settled on the 
South side of the Columbia, but as the Country is filling up 
rapidly, and locations, can only be had, at a great distance, 


* Peter Hardeman Burnett, afterwards a Chief Justice of the Oregon Pro- 
visional Government, and the first Governor of the State of California. His 
journal was published, in part, in the New York Herald in 1844, and for his 
“ Recollections and Opinions of an Old Pioneer ” see Oregon Hist. Quar., V. 
See also F. V. Holman, Dr. Fohn McLoughlin the Father of Oregon (Cleveland, 
Ohio, 1907), pp. 70, 75-6. 

* A. 11/51 (enclosures). Presumably that for outfit 1842, dated September 2, 
1843. It shows a gain of £2,363. 35. 7d, 

°(U.S.] House of Representatives, Report No. 830, 25th Congress, 2nd Session, 
pp- 61-3, H. A. Pierce to Hon. Lewis F. Linn, Boston, May 1, 1842. 
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from the navigable Streams, the advantage of settling on these, 
and being in the centre of business, may induce them to seek 
locations on the North side of the Columbia, and even to 
intrude on points, considered within our limits, from being 
improved in some way by us, or covered by the Company’s 
Stock. To avoid the evils, that may arise, from such 
encroachments, and the collision of conflicting rights, I would 
beg to recommend, that a protection should be received from 
Government, and that we should be empowered to take such 
measures, as may appear to us, necessary for the Security of 
our property, until the question of jurisdiction be settled by 
treaty. 

56. The Barque Vancouver was dispatched on the 31 of 
October, to make the best of her way down the river, she has 
for cargo, the collection of furs of the season, a few casks of 
oil, several thousand cow Hides, an Invoice of wool for the 
Pugets Sound Company, and some goods consigned to 
Sir J.H.Pelly for the Russian American Co., the freight 
on which will be charged in England, as we have entered 
into no arrangements on that subject. The utmost attention 
has been paid the VYancouvers equipment, and she is provided, 
with all manner of stores, and liberally provisioned for the 
homeward voyage. Her crew consists of 20 Officers and 
men, Mr. Brotchie goes home in command, having Mr. Mott 1 
as 1 Officer, an appointment we have been compelled to make 
here, in consequence of Mr. Latteys? withdrawal from the 

1 Andrew Cook Mott of Staynton entered the Company’s service in 1842. 
He was given command of the barque Vancouver in 1844. After the loss of this 
ship on the bar of the Columbia River on May 7, 1848, Mott returned to 
England and left the Company’s service. 

2 Alexander Lattey or Lattie, of Kirkcaldy, Fifeshire, entered the Company’s 
service as a seaman in 1830. D. 4/r110, fos. 72d.-73, Simpson to the Governor 
and Committee, Honolulu, March 1, 1842, stated that Lattey, the first mate of 
the Columbia, was discharged for drunkenness by Captain Humphreys in Hono- 
lulu early in 1842. Simpson took Lattey back into the Company’s service on the 
grounds that if left in Honolulu he might act “in the capacity of pilot into the 
Columbia River, to any strange vessel, whose presence could never be productive 
of any benefit to us”. During outfit 1843-44 Lattey was withdrawn from the 
“Shipping Department”, and his services were disposable in the Columbia 
District. He settled at Chinook about 1846. 
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Service, and the reported incapacity of Mr. Oxley? the 2 
Officer, who still holds that rank on board. 

57. I have granted a passage in the Vancouver, to three of 
Chief Trader Ross’ children,? sent home for education, the 
charge for the passage being left to the decision of your Honors. 

58. I beg to draw your attention to an additional requisition 
with accompanying samples of goods now forwarded. 

59. We also transmit several Bills of Exchange, on the 
Russian American Coy. on the United States Government, 
and the Methodist Episcopal Board of America, for Supplies 
furnished, with an account of such supplies for your information, 
and various other documents as p.packet List. 

I have the Honor to be, Hble. Sirs 
Your very obedt. Servant 
Jno. McLovucuitn 
Bal Ge 


Vancouver 1 5th November 1843 % 


To The Governor Depy. Governor & Committee 
Honble. Hudsons Bay Company London 


Hons e. Sirs 
One of the Americans, who came this Fall, has handed 
me a part of one of the reports of the American Congress, of 


T John Oxley, who left the Company’s service on his return to England. 

2D. 5/10, Ross to Simpson, Fort Victoria, January 10, 1844, “...On the 
Strength of my Commission [as a Chief Trader], joined to my little previous 
earnings, I have ventured to send three of my children [two boys and a girl] to 
England for their education. And perhaps, Sir, you may happen to see them, 
which would give me very great pleasure... I have allotted £100 per ann. for 
the maintenance of my children . . . My nephew, Mr. Walter Ross, at Mr. 
Gillon’s 44 Parliamt. St. Westmr. is entrusted with the care of my children.” 
A. 16/61, fo. 98d., December 31, 1844, Ross’s account was debited with £60 
for “ Passage Money of 3 Children from Columbia River to London p. Vancouver 
p- order of Sir G. Simpson.” 

* B. 223/b/30, fos. 68-72. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s 
writing. Cf. pp. 113-19. 
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what date I cannot say, as a part is lost, but from its containing 
part of Captain Wilke’s report! dated 24 January 1843, it 
must have been published this year. It contains, I see, the 
report of Wyeth, Kelly and Slacum, on which I sent you my 
remarks in 1840 and that of Captn. Spaulding, who came 
here in 1840 with the Missionaries, a letter from a Mr. 
Pierce,? and a report of Captn. Wilkes. It is upon these 
three, that I now will address you. 

2. Captn. Spaulding is correct, I treated him with civility, 
gave him vegetables, fresh milk, Butter &c. such things as 
are acceptable to people, after a long sea voyage, but certainly 
never invited his Ships Company to the Fort, though | 
invited the Missionaries who went off again, as soon as they 
could get Canoes, to take themselves away. But when we 
were, as he admits, treating him with every kindness, he was 
listening to every falsehood, he heard against us, he writes 
page 59, ‘ Nor does the selfish grasping, at all satisfy them, 
for they annually send a large party, through the acknowledged 
Territory of the United States, to Calefornia, to trap Beaver, 
and kill sea Otter, while in passing through the Country, they 
commit every depredation, upon the poor, defenceless and 
peaceful Indians, living within the defined and acknowledged 
jurisdiction, of the United States, actually murdering hundreds 
of them, every year.” This is perfectly false, the first Whites, 
who had any difficulty with those Indians of any consequence, 
was a party of 19 Americans, under Mr. Jedediah Smith, 
in 1829,3 of which I informed you that year, the Indians 
killed 15 of his people, and Mr. McLeod that same year, 
passed through the country, on his way to St. Francisco, and 
spent two months, with sixty men, according to the instructions 
I gave him, to make the Indians return the property, they 
had stolen from Mr. Smith, at least all he saw of it, and 
though our people have passed through that Country 


1 The report sent by Wilkes to the Secretary of the Navy, Washington, under 
cover of his letter dated U.S.S. Vincennes, New York, June, 1842. ‘The report 
was not made public until after January, 1843. See Oregon Hist. Quar., XII, 
C. Wilkes, “ Report on the Territory of Oregon”, pp. 269-99. 

2 See pp. 30-3, I13—-I9 and 140, n. 3. 3 See H.B.S., IV, 448-9. 
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repeatedly, and the Indians are still hostile to all Whites, and 
used now and then when an opportunity occurred, to fire their 
arrows at our people, and in our camp, yet I am not aware of 
any of the Indians, being shot by our men. He writes, 
“their trapping party this last year, consisted of 70 men, 
under Laframboise (notorious for murdering the Indians 
above referred to) they brought in, an average quantity of 
260 Beaver to each man, all caught within our Territory ”’, 
how false and exaggerated? Laframboise had about 30 men, 
who averaged about 40 Skins, of which not two, were caught 
North of 42°, because there were none in the route, the 
trappers travelled from this to there. Captn. Spaulding 
styles “‘ Laframboise notorious for murdering Indians ”’. 
Laframboise has been here, since 1812, from the first 
Establishment of the Country, and from being Interpreter, 
has been conspicuous in every difficulty that has occurred 
with the Indians, but when he did fight, it was because, he 
was obliged to do so in self defence, and in punishing the 
wrongs others had suffered. 

3. “ Besides the murders and depredations above alluded 
to, I was informed upon the best authority, that there is 
among them a leader, named John McKay, and one by the 
name of Tumen, who are distinguished for their cruelties, 
barbarities and murders among the Indians, as also the 
notorious McCloud and Ewing Young.”! We had a 
canoeman, named John McKay, but he never was in a fray 
with Indians, while at this place, and certainly never was the 
leader of a party, we never had a man of the name of Tumen 
in the Service in this quarter, nor did I ever know a man of 
the name. As to McCloud, the late A. R. McLeod js the 
person meant, the only fray he was engaged in while here, 
was in punishing the Indians who murdered Alexander 
McKenzie,? and three of our men in 1829, in which, though 


Peery saul, £27. 

* McLoughlin’s memory was at fault on this point. Alexander McKenzie 
(see H.B.S., Il], 447) was murdered in January, 1828, and A. R. McLeod’s 
punitive expedition killed about twenty-two Indians (see ibid., 448-9), in the 
summer of the same year. For McLoughlin’s Teport to the Governor and 
Committee on this affair see H.B.8., IV, 6 3-5. 
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the villages were destroyed, yet only one Indian was killed, 
and in making the Indians give up the property, they pillaged 
from Smith, when they murdered fifteen of his people, as I 
already mentioned, and this he did, without shedding a drop 
of blood. As to Young, he is dead, he was an American, 
and at no time employed by us, and was at one time, 
leader of a band of trappers in Calefornia, he may have had 
quarrels with Indians, as most people, who have travelled 
through the Indian Country, but I never heard of his having 
acted, so as to deserve the character, Captain Spaulding, 
gives him. 

4. Page 59, “‘ these outrages are rendered more criminal & 
cruel, from the fact, that these two tribes, were very friendly 
and performed many kind offices for the Whites, as an example 
I may state, that in 1832, a small party of five men, in the 
employ of the Company, were returning from their trapping, 
in the Southern part of Oregon Territory, on the Sacramento, 
who lost their Horses, and being compelled to winter among 
the Indians (the Clamath and Chester Valley he means the 
Clamet and Sasty Valley) were treated by them with the 
greatest hospitality and kindness. But the following Winter 
the notorious Tumen, went through their district with the 
Company’s trappers, committing all sorts of inhuman 
depredation, marking every step of his way, with violence 
blood & murder.” This can only allude to a party of seven 
Americans and English, who came in 1832 from Calefornia, 
but instead of being treated in the friendly way, Captain 
Spaulding represents, they were treacherously attacked in 
their camp, by these Indians, two of their number murdered, 
the remaining five escaped with their lives only, every one 
of them wounded, one with a wound which split his lower 
lip to the chin, and broke several of his teeth, robbed of their 
Horses, and property, naked, some with only a shirt on their 
backs, and starving, walked two hundred miles to the 
Wallamette Settlement. The leader of this party, was one 
Turner, perhaps he is the man Captn. Spaulding means by 
Tumen, and is one of the two men, who was with Jedediah 
Smith when he escaped in a canoe, after the murder of fifteen 
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of his men and robbery and destruction of his (Smith’s) 
property, when Mr. Slacum was here, a party went from 
this by sea with him to Calefornia for Cattle, on their return 
by land, about the place the seven men had been defeated, 
an Indian followed the party the whole day. One of the 
five who had escaped before, said, if this fellow comes to our 
Camp, I will certainly shoot him, exclaiming as I was told, if 
I recollect right, ‘‘ he wants to act treacherously to us’, and 
actually shot the Indian, with the countenance I believe of 
several of the party, but with the disapprobation of Mr. 
Edwards? now a lawyer in Missouri, who on hearing the shot, 
sprung up, seized his rifle, exclaiming, “‘ Murder, Murder, 
by God”, but what could he do? though opposed to it. 
A few days after, Young shot another Indian, this act of 
Young, was as I understood reprobated by everyone. Two 
years after a party of ten men, going from this to Calefornia, 
were attacked by these Indians, defeated, and one of their 
number murdered. But these parties were all composed 
of freemen and not in the employ of the Hudsons Bay 
Company. 

5. These are all the occurrencies that I know to have taken 
place on the route between this and St. Francisco, though I 
believe, there may have been more lives lost than I am 
informed of, as from the strong reprobation, I found it politic 
and just to express, so as to restrain the people from indulging 
in feelings of revenge on those Indians, they may perhaps 
not have told me all they did, still I am certain there cannot 
have been many, as I would have heard it, and nothing was 
done, like what Captn. Spaulding represents. 

6. The Captain writes “Mr. McL in connexion with 
Mr. McN. has the best cultivated farm in the Wallamette, 
last season he built a fine house, sowed ninety bushels wheat, 
a large quantity of pease, and planted several acres of potatoes, 


* Philip Leget Edwards, who came to Oregon from Missouri in 1 834 as a lay 
member of the Rev. Jason Lee’s party. His journal of the cattle trading trip was 
published under the title: California in 1837. Diary of Col. P. L. Edwards. 
Containing an Account of his Trip on the Pacific Coast in 1837 (Sacramento, 
1890). 
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he has now forty head of cattle, fifty good Hogs, besides 
other stock, and has cleared annually since he bought his farm 
into cultivation one thousand dollars, Mr. W. has a fine 
farm, he milks about twenty cows, and last Summer, made 
between sixty and seventy pounds butter p.week, his farm 
is well stocked, and I was informed by good authority that 
he cleared at least one thousand dollars p.year, during the 
whole time he has been in the Country. Mr. B, isa mechanic, 
in addition to the labor of his trade, he has directed much time 
to agricultural pursuits, and has now an excellent farm, in 
the highest state of cultivation, he has on his farm, upwards 
of one hundred head of cattle, seventy six horses, Hogs &c., 
he has built him a new and spacious house, and has cleared 
as the reward of his labor, upwards of fifteen hundred dollars 
p-annum.”’ 

7. I do not know who Mr. McL or McN. are, nor do I 
See any men, to whom the description applies, as none have 
made by their farms, as many shillings, as he states they made 
dollars, Mr. W, may be Dr. White of the Methodist Mission, 
who made, I was informed, for one week, between sixty 
and seventy pounds Butter, but never made any thing by 
farming, though he is said to have made a few hundred 
dollars by speculating in cattle, and certainly did not make a 
thousand dollars by it, all the time he was in the Country. 
Mr. B., I presume, is a Mr. Beers, a mechanic of the Methodist 
Mission, who bought a few cattle, and has allowed them to 
increase, by which he may have made a few dollars, but I do 
not think, he has made more than fifteen hundred dollars 
(if so much) by them, since he is in the Country. 

8. As to Mr. Pierce’s letter, it speaks for itself, he is of 
the house of Pierce & Brewer of Woahoo. 

9. Page 72, Captain Wilkes states, “ At Nisqually, the 
wheat it was supposed would yield, fifteen bushels to the 
acre ”’ it never yielded more, than three bushels for one sown. 
Page 73, ‘‘ the Wheat in the Valley, yields from 3¢ to 40 for 
one sown ”’, the wheat in the Valley of the Wallamette, does 
not average more at the highest than ten, in fact I believe, it 
does not go above eight. 
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10. Last year about one hundred Americans of all ages, 
came from the States, who from the stories that had been 
raised without cause against us, were rather disposed to look 
upon us with jealousy, but by management, we got over it. 
In the Spring, a good many moved off to Calefornia, where I 
understand they have got lands. This year it is said, there 
are come a thousand men, women and children, but I think, 
there are not so many, they came with their Waggons from ~ 
the States, to the Dalles of the Columbia, and brought a large 
number of Cattle, they seem much better disposed towards 
us, than those who came last year, they say that the Columbia, 
will be the boundary, and that the Americans, expect to be 
allowed to get the North side of the Bay of St. Francisco. 

11. It is certain the Bay of St. Francisco drains a very 
fertile soil, the Inhabitants, say when they have rain, that the 
soil yields a hundred fold, but the Country is subject to 
severe droughts, so much so, that the Crops often fail, and 
timber for useful purposes is scarce, while the Straits of de 
Fuca, are much more accessible than the Bay of St. Francisco, 
possesses a number of excellent harbours, the shore is lined 
with wood fit for spars, and the waters at certain seasons, are 
swarming with Salmon. 

12. I have taken the liberty to mention these facts in case 
they may be useful, 

I have the Honor to be 
Honble. Sirs 
Your very obt. Servant 
Jno. McLoucuiin 
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Vancouver 18 November 184 a2 


To The Governor Depy. Governor & Committee 
Honble. Hudsons Bay Company London 


Hons te. Srrs 
The Express arrived yesterday, and as the despatches 

are closing I have merely time to say, it arrived safe, and to 
make a few brief remarks on the despatches. 

2. In the 3d paragraph of Sir George Simpsons letter of 
5 Jany. 1843,? to your Honors, he writes, “there is a great 
difficulty in bringing criminals to trial in Siberia’, this is 
nothing to the point, though it may be difficult, yet it does 
not diminish the obligation to bring criminals to trial. In 
his 4 paragraph, Sir George says, he had no power to cross 
examine, it may be so, but it is to me surprising, that his own 
natural curiosity, did not lead him to enquire, when these 
men stated, they had been so severely punished, what it 
was, the deceased said they had done, and it will be admitted 
he had power to examine all the persons there, and I think 
ought to be certain, that he had come to a right conclusion, 
let us compare the depositions he took, with those Messrs. 
Douglas & Manson took, and see how great is the difference, 
for instance, between P. Kanaquasse’s own declaration of the 
reasons why the deceased punished him, to the account given 
in the deposition, taken by Sir George Simpson from Smith. 
But you have all the depositions, and you can form your own 
opinion, you see in Mr. Rae’s letter now sent,® that Mr. Rae 
contradicts Heron’s deposition, to Sir George Simpson, when 
he says that Mr. Rae, had to bind the deceased on Christmas 
Day, in short whenever these men state an occurrence in 
regard to which, we can refer to a respectable person, we find 
them contradicted, or that they have grossly exaggerated. 

*B. 223/b/30, fos. 74-95. Only the signatures to this letter are in 
McLoughlin’s writing. 

2B. 223/b/29, fos. 23-28d. See Appendix A, p. 347. 

°B. 223/c/r, April 20, 1843. 
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3. As to Philip Smith, what could Mr. Douglas & Dr. 
Kennedy say but that they knew no harm of him, Sir George 
Simpson himself, ought to have been able to form a correct 
estimate of his character, when Smith told him that Heroux 
had loaded his gun to shoot the deceased, and he (Smith), 
never informed the deceased of it. 

4. As to Thomas McPherson, you have the depositions, 
and can form your opinion of his character. 

5. Sir George writes in the 6 paragraph “there is no 
concert among the Whites” but he admits, they wanted to 
fasten the charge on Antoine, and yet Lacerte who was there, 
said nothing to Sir George though since, he has deposed, 
before Messrs. Douglas & Manson that he saw Heroux, fire 
the shot, which killed the deceased. 

6. Sir George writes in the 7 paragraph Mr. Work was 
unwell as also Mr. Angus McDonald,! the last in a decline, 
Sir George is mistaken, Mr. McDonald never was in a 
decline, but complained of a stitch, there was no necessity to 
bring him away, in fact on no consideration, ought the 
deceased to have been left with only such assistants as young 
McPherson & Smith, if they had been known, as to comparing 
Ft. McLoughlin, and Stikine, there is no comparison, the 
first had old Servants well known and good characters, and no 
liquor was sold to Indians, Stikine had all the bad characters 
on the Coast, and as much liquor was sold the Indians as they 
would buy, and beyond a doubt Mr. Roderick Finlayson 
ought not to have been taken from him, and Sir George 
Simpson seems to forget, that he promised the deceased, an 
officer would be sent to assist him, and that he intended young 
Robert Logan should be sent, But Mr. Carless having 
reported the Steam vessel as unfit for the voyage, and 
considering that young McPherson whom I did not know, 
and that Smith whom at the time I did not recollect might be a 
firm steady man, | did not think the necessity so urgent, as 
to expose the crew & Cadboro to the danger of a winter voyage 
on that Coast at that'season, to take young Logan to Stikine, 
and that is the reason I did not do it, If Sir George had left 

* Angus McDonald (a). See Appendix B, pp. 393-4. 
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things as they were, and waited till young Logan went to 
make the change, for which there was no necessity, as Mr. 
McDonald’s complaint was a mere nothing, it would have 
been the proper way, though Logan was young, and not a 
man of sufficient weight at the time to leave as assistant. 

7. As to the furs getting warm, the case has occurred here, 
and will always occur, unless turned, and all I can say 1s, 
that the furs were not injured, you have seen them, I sent 
them home, the heat could not have been very great. 

8. As to the trade, the documents I sent home in 1842, 
shew it was better comparatively stating, than Ft. Simpson, 
The letters the deceased, wrote to Mr. Work and to Mr. 
Finlayson, the last I now send} you shew how anxious he 
was, on that point, and far from the Indians complaining 
of harsh treatment, if I am to believe what is told me, the 
deceased was uncommonly popular with the Indians. 

9. As to what Mr. Rowand says he saw at Stikine, I send 
you his letter to me dated 11 March 1 843,” in reply to some 
queries, I made him. 

10. Sir George writes, ‘‘it grieves me to be under the 
necessity of casting any reflection on the memory of the 
unfortunate deceased, but from the tone of his Father’s letter, 
I am constrained to say, that from what Mr. McLoughlin 
knew of his sons previous conduct, he ought not in my 
opinion to have been placed by him in charge of Stikine.” 
I heard of the deceased getting in liquor twice formerly, 


66 


1 H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder, McLoughlin, jnr., to Work, 
Fort Stikine, October 2, December 2, 1841, and February 14, 1842; and 
B. 201/c/1, McLoughlin, jnr., to Finlayson, Fort Stikine, December 2, 1841, and 
February 14, 26, 1842. 

* McLoughlin included a copy of Rowand’s letter in his dispatch to Simpson 
dated Fort Vancouver, February 1, 1844, see Appendix A, p. 355. Neither 
the original nor any other copy of Rowand’s letter has been traced. Cf. D. 5/25 
Rowand to Simpson, Edmonton, August 16, 1844, “... The fact is if the 
Deceased has misbehaved I was too sick to pay attention to anything atall. Iam 
aware I do not write well but I am not too sure that what I saw at R.R. is a 
correct copy of what I wrote to the Doctor, it may, but I dont understand it 
myself... I wish I had acted as some of my Columbian friends, they took great 
care not to touch upon that affair at all.” See pp. xxxviii-ix, 179. 
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but since he was in the Columbia, he was up and down the 
river in every direction, he managed the business entrusted 
to him, well, and not even a whisper of his ever getting 
intoxicated, came to my ears, and | placed him at Stikine, 
against my own wish, because I knew as I stated at the time 
to Mr. Douglas, if any thing occurred, I would be exposed 
to reflection, and consented to Mr. Douglas’ recommendation, 
because I was confident, he was the best Officer, disposable 
at the time, to manage the business. I ask Sir George if he 
does not recollect, my stating this to him, and also if Sir 
George himself did not speak to me on his return from the 
Coast in the highest terms of commendation of the deceased, 
and the excellent order in which he found every thing about 
the place, and, after all if it was wrong in me, to have put the 
deceased in charge of the place, why did Sir George leave him 
there? he had the same means of placing another there, that 
I had, as to what Sir George states of his violence, I beg to 
state, that till I saw the depositions Sir George sent me, I 
never heard a complaint against him since he was in the 
Country, and till then I never, in all his life, heard of his 
striking any one, in fact, he was loved & respected by the 
great majority of the men, at the same time, they all knew, 
he would not allow himself to be imposed on. 

11. AAs to the price we get from the Russians for wheat, 
Sir George Simpson says, Mr. McLoughlin himself in 1837, 
considered 10/9 p.fanega favorable, it is a mistake, I said 
the contract with the Russians, was a good thing, because I 
expected, we would have been allowed to place posts along 
the Coast, and extend our Trade to the interior, but I allways 
said, all our produce, was sold too low to the Russians, 
especially as it is deliverable at Sitika, and objected as much 
as I could, and told Sir George at the time, that we could get 
better prices for our produce at the time at Woahoo. As to 
what Messrs. Nixon & Co. say about the price 10/9 per 
fanega, it is nothing to the question, I consider myself a better 
judge of the expense of raising Wheat here and sending it to 
Sitika than Messrs. Nixon & Co. and I all along maintained 
that we could employ our vessels to more advantage in sending 
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timber to Woahoo, than in sending them with wheat to 
Sitika, to be sold at 10/9 p.Fanega. 

12. As to the accounts at Stikine, if Sir George Simpson 
had seen the Indian Shop Book! now sent, he would have 
seen an Inventory of the Trade, up to 31 March, as the 
deceased used to make up his account of his Indian Trade 
every month, and he would also have seen a correct account 
of goods expended. Sir George says the accounts were 
irregular, this shews he never examined them, as if he had, 
he would not have made such a mistake. As a proof I send 
you an account of the deficiencies in the goods, made out by 
Mr. Dodd, after balancing the trade with the Outfit, by which 
you see, it amounted to only £10.19.2 and I am now forty 
years in the Indian Trade, and I maintain, as a mere act of 
justice, between man & man, that I never saw, so small an 
amount deficient on such an Outfit. 

13. Sir George writes in his letter of 21 June? last “In 
addition to your naturally excited feelings, you seem to 
discover two grounds for suspecting a conspiracy of the men 
of the Fort, against your sons life, such grounds being the 
confession of Kanaquasse and the conversation of Mr. 
Rowand ’’. As to what Sir George writes in regard to what 
Mr. Rowand told him, I can only answer by referring you 
to the accompanying letter, which Mr. Rowand wrote me, 
in answer to a query on the subject, as to my resting my 
suspicions, on what Mr. Rowand told me, and Pierre 
Kanaquasse’s declaration, it is a mistake, my suspicions are 
founded on Pierre Kanaquasse’s declaration, confirmed by 
Antoine Kawenassé, and that again corroborated by the 
deceased calling out to the Kanackas ‘ to fire on the Canadians, 


1 This book has not been traced. Apes Pala eile .3; 

3D. 4/28, fos. 60--62d. This letter deals solely with young McLoughlin’s 
murder. Simpson also sent McLoughlin another letter on the same date on 
public affairs (ibid., fos. 62-74). 

4 Kanakas are natives of the Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands. See A. Ross, 
The Fur Hunters of the Far West ...(London, 1855), I, 293, [circa 1820] 
“The next class we have to notice are natives of the Sandwich Islands. It was 
from this people that captains, in their coasting trade, augmented their crews in 
steering among the dangerous natives from Columbia River to Behring’s Straits ; 
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as they wanted to murder him, and the fact, that such an 
instance, was said to have occurred forty years ago, when I 
first came to the Country. But you have the depositions, and 
you see that Antoine Kawenasse states that in 1841 Pierre 
Kanaquasse and Heroux wanted to get him to join them, and 
murder the deceased and Mr. R. Finlayson, and as to the 
propriety, the duty of treating the men of good Conduct with 
every kindness, it is not only a duty, but a pleasure, which 
from the manly generous feelings of the deceased, he did with 
the utmost pleasure. A proof the men had no real Cause of 
complaint against the deceased is, that he re-engaged all 
whose time was expired, except one, who was bent on going 
to Montreal, and it will be found the real cause of their 
complaint, was, that, the deceased in compliance with his 
instructions, would not allow more of them take Indian 
Wives, or go to the Indian Camp when they pleased, see what 
P. Kanaquasse said on the morrow of the murder of the 
deceased, Pierre said, I will spend the day with my wife, 
Pierre had a wife outside, and according to his instructions, 
the deceased would not allow him, to bring her into the Fort, 
Pierre Kanaquasse admits this was the real cause of their 
enmity to the deceased, and it must not be forgotten that 
these men were the worst characters in the department, and 
they were sent there, because Mr. Rae and the deceased, 
could make them do their duty, without having recourse to 
extreme measures, as the other Gentlemen on the Coast must 
have done, and even their own depositions shew, that none 
of them were punished more severely, than their misconduct 
deserved to keep discipline in so dangerous a place. As to 


and, from this precedent, the inland traders adopted them when their complement 
of Canadians happened to fall short of their demands. They are submissive to 
their masters, honest, trustworthy, and willingly perform as much duty as lies in 
their power; but they are exceedingly awkward in everything they attempt ; 
although they are somewhat industrious, they are not made to lead, but to 
follow, and are useful only to stand as sentinels, to eye the natives, or go 
through the drudgery of an establishment...” F. Merk (ed.), Fur trade 
and Empire ... (Cambridge, Mass., 1931), p. gf. Simpson stated that about 
thirty-five Sandwich Islanders were employed west of the Rocky Mountains 
STS 35; 
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what these men say of the deceased drinking, the depositions 
vary greatly as to the extent, and certainly what most of them 
say on this head, would not be considered drinking in the 
civilized world. But no dependance as is well known, can 
be placed on these men, when they accuse their superiors of 
drinking, as we know it is a charge, they will bring without 
having the least foundation, and if the deceased was drunk, it 
makes the criminality of the men greater. 

14. But you have the depositions, and it is not what Sir 
George Simpson, or I may say, that is to decide, a man has 
been murdered, the law points out what is to be done, and 
how it is to be done, as unless the affair is thoroughly examined 
by competent authority and justice done, you may depend no 
officer will be able to keep their men to their duty, and that 
you will hear of more such atrocities, as nothing but a dread 
of punishment, prevents many of these men from committing 
such dreadful acts, and as nothing that we can do, will restore 
my son to life, if these men are innocent, I will be happy of 
it, we will all have performed our duties, our consciences will 
be clear, and God will bless us, because we have followed 
his Laws. 

15. Sir George Simpson says “‘ the investigation has been 
conducted under your own auspices, at least as much with 
the view of exonerating your son as of eliciting the truth, 
for besides beating the natives, the deceased appears to have 
maintained the discipline of the Fort, often with violence 
and wantonness, always connected even in appearance with 
his official duty.’”’ The depositions shew if this is correct, 
and as to his beating Natives, I am much misinformed, if 
he was not popular, with the Natives, and it was on account 
of his popularity with the Natives and the men, & the manner 
he conducted himself under his own eye that Mr. Douglas 
recommended him to the charge of Stikine, and it was from 
the full conviction in my mind, that we had no other Officer 
disposable, so well qualified for the charge, that I consented 
to appoint him, as I firmly felt, as has happened, that if affairs 
did not proceed well, I would be blamed, and a further proof 
of my disinclination, to appoint him, is, that his conduct, had 
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been such while in the country, that I conceived with his 
talents, he might do better out of it, and wrote him from 
Woahoo, to send in his resignation, and go to some other 
Country, to try his fortune, which I think I mentioned to Sir 
George Simpson; but I am not certain, however, I mentioned 
it to others. 

16. Sir George Simpson writes ‘‘ Mr. Manson has hastily 
complied with your orders, to the utmost of his power, by 
keeping the supposed conspirators under coercion, in our 
own Forts, and you have assumed more than his share in 
the transaction by blaming him for having done too little.” 
If Mr. Manson did wrong in this instance, I must bear the 
responsibility, as he acted in compliance with my instructions, 
and Sir George Simpson adds “I beg you distinctly to 
understand, that I hold both of you, but more particularly 
yourself answerable for all the results”, as I just said, if I 
gave improper orders to Mr. Manson, or acted improperly, 
I am responsible to the Laws, I am not aware I owe any 
responsibility to Sir George as an Individual, to authorise 
him to write to me, I hold you responsible; he writes, “I 
have to instruct you in positive terms, to liberate all the 
prisoners on receipt of this”, this is perfectly out of the 
question, as those in confinement are so, under the Warrant 
of a Magistrate, and until instructions come from England, 
how Sir George, who himself is only a Magistrate, can take 
on himself to order their liberation, I know not, and there 
is not the least doubt, if I had not acted in the manner I have, 
the superficial manner, in which Sir George Simpson had 
examined into this affair, had given such an idea to these 
men, that we would not have been able to manage them. 
It is a fact that Laframboise on his return from his trapping 
Expedition, on my proposing to him to return, replied “ my 
time is out, Sir, | informed you, I only went for one trip, 
and to oblige you, and the men are so much altered, I would 
not go again on any account, to save my life I had to bend, 
I could not command, I had to do as my men wished, I am 
come back alive, and no money would induce me to risk 
again.” 
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17. Mr. C. F. James Keith? writes, that in the pay list 
sent down to Lachine from York Factory in 1842, opposite 
some of the mens names was written in the Wages Column, 
“no wages p.Columbia Memo.” and at which the men were 
much dissatisfied, I beg to remark on this point that by 
the Express from Yorkfactory in 1841, a memorandum was 
sent here from that Depot, stating that owing to a new 
regulation, it would be necessary to send a statement, with 
the retiring Servants every season, whether by their 
Engagements they were entitled to wages after the 1 June 
of the year that their contracts expired, or not. The Servants 
who retired from Columbia in 1842, were credited with 
wages in the accounts at Vancouver, up to 1 June 1842, and 
at sametime a statement of those who were or who were not 
entitled to wages after that date by their Engagements, was 
sent to York Factory, but no order was sent, that they were 
not to get wages after that date leaving that, to be arranged 
at YFactory, according to the regulations of the Service. 
Mr. Keith further says “‘ I conceive it also my duty to inform 
you that complaints were loud among those Winterers in 
regard to extreme ill usage,? they had experienced from the 
Company’s Officers at the Columbia, by whom they had been 
starved, beaten, maimed ”, as to ill usage, it is expressed in 
such general terms, it is impossible to answer it, as to starving, 
for the first time, since I am in the Country, the men at this 


1 Superintendent of the Company’s affairs at Lachine. See H.B.8., I, 444. 
Keith’s letter, dated Lachine, May 2, 1843 (D. 5/8), was addressed to Simpson, 
who enclosed a copy of it in his letter to McLoughlin of June 21, 1843, on public 
affairs (D. 4/28, fo. 63). 

2D. 4/28, fo. 63, Simpson to McLoughlin, Red River Settlement, June 21, 
1843 (on public affairs), “...the service of the west side the mountains is 
become so unpopular with Canadians, Orkneymen & halfbreeds, that it is a most 
difficult matter to get men for that part of the country. This unpopularity 
appears to arise from loud complaints, industriously circulated, of extreme 
ill-usage, being as they say starved, beaten & maimed by the Co’s officers in the 
Columbia... Icannot too strongly impress upon you the earnest desire of both 
the Govr. & Com. & Councils, that no room be afforded for a repitition of those 
complaints, which are more painful than I am well able to describe, characterizing 
the Fur trade with cruelty & oppression & consequently exposing those conducting 
its affairs to much odium.” See Appendix A, pp. 307-08. 
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place, in the month of August 1841, refused dry salmon, 
but got (without any dispute about it) salt salmon and biscuit, 
in the place of it, as Sir George Simpson may recollect as 
he was here, 3 lbs. salt Salmon, and 14 lbs. Biscuit is the 
usual ration p. day, when there are potatoes, I bushel p.week 
in place of biscuit. Formerly the principal food used to be 
Corn & Tallow, or Pease & Tallow, say 1 quart Corn & 
2 oz. Tallow or 3 pints Pease, and 2 oz. Tallow p.day, and 
they might have it still if they choose, but they prefer Salmon, 
and as I said before in Augt. 1841, for the first time the men 
refused good dry Salmon, and as every one knows dry Salmon, 
used to be hitherto the principal food of the country, and 
I have always heard the men praise Salt Salmon and potatoes. 
As to maimed, I know of no instance of any men being 
maimed. 

With regard to Jean Heroux in 18 39, he was sent to drive 
oxen at the Mill, he would not do as Crate, who was at the 
time, in charge of the Mill, wished, Heroux was a man nigh 
six feet, and Crate as some of your Honors may know is a 
small man, and it is evident, Heroux wanted to bully Crate; 
who struck first could not be found out, but Mr. Charles 
Forrest, coming up by accident at the time found Heroux 
beating Crate most cruelly, Forrest pulled Heroux off and 
told him, he must settle with him, but Heroux seeing his 
match, like all bullies would not fight, when Forrest gave 
him two or three thumps, to teach him not to make use of 
his strength on a weaker man, the fellow run away from the 
Mill, and came and told me, Mr. Forrest had struck him 
without any cause, I told him, that it could not be the case, 
he still maintained it was so, I sent for Mr. Forrest, who 
brought Crate with him, when the truth came to light, and 
this will shew, what dependance is to be placed, on what 
these men say. As another case, last winter, one of these 
men gave a beating to Mr. Harvey,1 the man would not 
do as Mr. Harvey wished, (he was driving oxen also) the 
fellow rushed on Mr. Harvey, knocked him down, beat him 
and kicked him, and when he was tired left him, this was at 

* See Appendix B, pp. 390-1. 
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the Mill, and the man was tied up, and got twenty lashes on 
his back, I mention the case of Mr, Harvey, because he is 
known to you, and it is certain, he never would give cause, 
to any man to strike him, and this is the way, many of these 
men act, till by experience, they are taught to behave 
themselves. But why should we ill use any of our men? 
what can we gain by it? nothing, but we have work to do, 
and when these men will not do their duty, we are justified 
surely in making them obey all lawful commands, ‘0 little 
are these men disposed in many instances to obey, that the 
late North West Co. found it necessary to have bullies, for 
guides, and you may depend that our conduct in every 
respect, can bear the strictest investigation, whether in regard 
to the treatment of our men, or of any one else. 

18. The success of our opponents,! mentioned in the 
6 paragraph of Sir George Simpsons despatch (No. 2) of 
21 June 1843 from Red River, has not been such as Sir 
George supposes, as Chapman who salted so much Salmon 
could not sell it, because it is spoiled, I might have prevented 
his getting so much Salmon, but why spend goods to oppose 
him in purchasing an article which was of no use, and thus 
make him keep his goods to oppose us effectually in some 
other way. I think Captn. Chapman or Captain Couch will 
not come again to oppose us in the salmon trade, unless they 
get more knowledge of the business. But now that American 
Settlers are coming we must lay our account to having 
opposition, and the only way we can do anything in the 
Wallamette is by laying ourselves out to supply the wants 
of these people, as long as we find they can pay, at the same 
time, situated as we are, we must to keep on good terms with 
them, make them some advances, if we did not, looking on 


*D. 4/28, fo. 63d:, Simpson to McLoughlin, Red River Settlement, June 21, 
1843 (on public affairs), “‘ I am concerned to find the business has been much 
disturbed by American opposition during the past year, & much fear that our 
rivals in trade have been so successful that they will repeat their visit; but the 
abundant resources at your disposal give you a great advantage over all strangers, 
which you will of course turn to the best account for the protection of the 
interests intrusted to your management.” 
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us with a jealous eye, and knowing that we have driven away 
all the traders, from the Country, and considering they 
look on us as intruders on their soil, as to hear them talk, 
they consider 54° North, as the boundary, and that at least 
we ought not to pass 49° North. It might be with these 
feelings, if we did not act prudently, some harm might 
happen. It came to my knowledge last year, that one of 
the Americans, said, if there were men to join him he could 
take Vancouver, no person minded him, but if we made 
ourselves unpopular, and such a thing happened, where could 
we get redress, I do not apprehend such an event, in the 
least, but still we must be prudent. 

19. Sir George states, the Bonaventura Expedition was 
sent off too late in 1841, but he ought to recollect as he was 
here, that year, that I could not send it till Mr. Ermatinger 
came from the Snake Country, as I had no other officer to 
send, Sir George, blames my sending Laframboise in charge 
of it, and keeping Mr. Ermatinger at the Cowelitz, Sir 
George forgets that Mr. Ermatinger had a promise of going 
out Spring 1843, and that is the reason he did not go back to 
Calefornia, therefore I got Laframboise to consent to take 
charge of the Calefornia party. In paragraph 10, Sir George 
says, some of the Gentlemen, have gone to the length of 
taking extensive farms and stocking them for their own 
benefit. I know of no one who has done this, I mention 
these statements to shew they are mistakes. 

20. From the first that I received Mr. Douglas’ report of 
Camosan,! I considered for obvious reasons, that, the most 
eligible situation for Abernethy’s Mill,2 and destined it for 


* Douglas to McLoughlin, July 12, 1842. See p. 80, n. 2. 

*D. 4/110, fo. 26-26d., Simpson to the Governor and Committee, Fort 
Vancouver, November 25, 1841, reporting that at Fort Vancouver there was a 
saw mill which cut all the wood required for local use and for export. ‘There was 
also a water grist mill capable of grinding about 20,000 bushels per annum, which 
was at that time all that was required, so that on the arrival of the machinery 
ordered from Abernethy’s it was proposed to erect the grist and saw mills at the 
head of Puget Sound. The records of the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company 
show that in the early part of 1841, whilst Simpson was in London, the matter of 
a grist and a saw mill was under discussion. On March 1 5, the agents ordered 
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that place, and certainly before taking measures to put it 
there, the place will be examined. I am in hopes that the 
Straits of De Fuca, will be found a more convenient Harbour 
than St.Francisco, and that a settlement will be formed there, 
that will afford ample refreshments for Whalers. When I 
saw the Nisqually Settlers last year discouraged, I proposed 
to them to go with Mr. Douglas, and see the place, but they 
did not relish my proposal, and I considered it our interest, 
not to press it, as much ground will be put under cultivation 
there next year, as we can. 

21. Sir George Simpson is correct, we had last year 149 
men, on our list in winter, and we have every year a large 
winter Establishment, because we have in the winter all the 
men who come with the Express, the Goers & Comers for 
the Snake Country, and the extra men for the Brigade in 
Summer. But when out of these we have dispatched those 
required to replace the retiring Servants, and form these 


from Messrs. James Abernethy & Co., of Ferryhill Foundry, Aberdeen, a flour 
mill at an estimated cost of about £490, and three pairs of millstones, four and a 
half feet in diameter, at a cost of £28 per pair. At Messrs. Abernethy’s suggestion, 
the agents engaged John Fenton as millwright and miller. The matter of the 
saw mill was deferred until Sir George Simpson, who left for North America on 
March 3, should return to London. In June, 1841, the agents ordered a barley 
mill to be worked in conjunction with the flour mill at an additional cost of about 
£40, and the “ flour & barley Mill with patent dressing Machine and every thing 
requisite for its being put into immediate operation ” was shipped to McLou ghlin 
in September, 1841. McLoughlin acknowledged the arrival of the mill in his 
letter to the agents of October 31, 1842, saying: “ I am afraid the country is not 
sufficiently advanced to require so complete an article of the kind and which was 
not at present required ...”. He made no mention of the fact that in March, 
1842, Simpson, contrary to his proposal to erect the mill at the head of Puget 
Sound, had instructed that the machinery and millwright should be transferred 
to the Hudson’s Bay Company and the mill erected at the Willamette Falls (p. 266, 
and D. 4/28, fos. 71d.-72). The transfer was not made in the books of the two 
Companies until sometime during outfit 1843-44, and on June 21, 1844, Simpson 
reported to the Governor and Committee (A. 12/2) that the want of lime had 
been “ represented as an obstacle to its being put up at the Willamette Falls... ”, 
and that McLoughlin had been instructed to erect the mill at Fort Victoria (cf. 
Pp- 297-8), or wherever else it could be employed to advantage. McLoughlin 
eventually erected the mill at the Willamette Falls and ‘urther reference to the 
subject will be made in the third series of his letters. 
L 
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different parties, and replaced the sick &c. &c., which must 
all fall to us, we find ourselves weak, for our work, and it is 
this makes the duty of the place, so hard to the men here, 
and the number of men sent us this season, is so small, that 
I must send to the Sandwich Islands for Islanders to make 
up the number of hands we require, or else we cannot go on 
with our work, at present I cannot say how many, as several 
are gone by the Vancouver, and several more are going by 
the Columbia, in regard to popularity, Sir George Simpson 
saw nothing in his trip to Woahoo, to shew that our service, 
was not most popular there, several of those who went that 
year in the Co/umdia, and with us, returned with me. 
22. Sir George says we were ten Officers at Vancouver, 


: ete eeu Factors 


D. Harvey 

A.L. Lewes? 
D.McLoughlin 2 
D.Mactavish 
G.Roberts 
C.Dodd 
J.O’Brien 
W.Todd 3 


Mr. Douglas was away till 15 June on the Coast. 

Mr. Roberts went home last Fall by the Cowelirz. 

Mr. O’Brien went out with the Express. 

Mr. Dodd went to the Coast. 

Mr. Todd was threatened with consumption and on that 
account, sent to Walla Walla, so that we remained 


J.McLoughlin Chief Factor 
D.Mactavish Store & Office 
D.McLoughlin Retail Store 
A.Lee Lewes the men 
D.Harvey Saw & Grist Mills 
1 See Appendix B, pp. 392-3. * See Appendix B, pp. 395-6. 
* William Todd, junior, a half-breed. Presumably a son of Chief Trader 
William Todd. 
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till Mr. Douglas returned, when he brought Mr. Lowe,! by 
this statement it is evident, there were too few Officers, for 
the work, as the business is so extensive, we would require 
2 Bookkeepers to go with the Accounts to York, each in their 
turn, 


1 Clerk for the General Store 
aerate retail do. 

1 do. for the men 

1 do. for grist & saw mills and 
2 do. to write in the Office 


and assist in other parts of the business, and one to replace 
wants in the Interior. 

23. The reasons stated in regard to Mr. O’Brien in Sir 
George’s 20 & 21 paragraph? are correct, but we were 


from want of hands obliged to employ Mr. O’Brien in 
the Office: 

24. When we began to take wheat in the Wallamette, 
after getting our Goods, Several of these men would have paid 
us with dirty grain & light measure, as I was obliged to 
send Mr. Angus McDonald to receive the wheat this 
Autumn, and as he is a Stranger to these men, and cannot 
speak French I made it a point to go to begin receiving 
the wheat, the first who came brought dirty wheat. I 
sent him off, and the consequence was, he went back, cleaned 


1 See Appendix B, p. 393. 

2D. 4/28, fos. 68d.—69, Simpson to McLoughlin, Red River Settlement, 
June 21, 1843 (on public affairs), “19. Mr. O’Brien who came out with the 
Accounts, has been permitted to retire, notwithstanding your recommendation to 
the contrary. That gentn. gave notice of his intention to that effect when I was 
at Tako in the autumn of 1841; he was accordingly removed from thence the 
following spring & the vacancy occasioned thereby filled at much inconvenience. 
His views, however, are now so far changed, as to induce an application to have 
his resignation annulled ; but we, in Council, are of opinion that such applications 
should be considered binding on the parties, not to be afterwards disturbed by 
any alteration in their own plans... 20. Considering the circumstances under 
which Mr. O’Brien was removed to Vancouver, he ought not to have been 
employed in the countinghouse, where he must necessarily have acquired more 
information connected with the details of our business than it is desirable a 
retiring clerk should possess . . . ” 
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his wheat, and we never had such clean wheat yet as this 
season. 

25. As to the Requisition for goods for Outfit 1846, to 
be here in 1845, in the 28 paragraph, Sir George writes “I 
have made a few alterations in the Indent, such as striking 
out the felted cloth, which has been universally condemned, 
some Thermometers which appeared quite unnecessary, 
requesting that plug be substituted for carrot Tobacco, as 
according to some recent alterations in the revenue laws, the 
latter cannot be shipped except under great disadvantages 
and reducing the quantity of Strychnine! from 6 oz. valued 
at £27.12 to I oz. as you say the former Strychnine was 
perfectly useless. If the article be useless as represented, 
much better expose the concern to the loss of one ounce 
than six, until it be ascertained whether the drug be efficacious 
ornot”. As to the felted cloth, you will see that on receiving 
correct information of its quality, we countermanded it, in 
the Requisition now sent, the Thermometers were to enable 
us to keep the register which we had been directed to keep, 
the 6 oz. Strychnine is for sale except about 4 oz. for ourselves, 
the remark on the inferior quality, was that, a superior quality 
to the last might be sent, the large quantity of medicines is 
also for sale, as large demands are made on us, by the American 
Settlers and our own, and it is I presume unnecessary for me 
to state, that our Requisitions are made with the utmost care 
(as it is our interest & duty) from the examinations of correct 
documents, which we alone have, and if curtailed will injure 
and incommode the business, as to changing the Carrot for 
plug Tobacco, the quality of the latter which we have received 
of late years, has been so very inferior, that no person will 
buy it, and cannot stand comparison with that brought from 
the States to the Columbia, by the American Traders. 

+ H.B.C. Arch., P.S.A.C, Letter Book, p. 13, Pelly, Colvile, & Simpson to 
McLoughlin, London, December 31, 1839, “ We send by this conveyance the 
mercurial or Sheep’s Ointment required, and a small quantity of Strychnine made 
up in dozes for the destruction of Wolves; it should be inserted in pieces of raw 
meat placed in such situations that the shepherd’s dogs may not have access to 


them, and the natives should be encouraged by high prices for the skins to destroy 
wolves at all seasons ”’. 
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26. As to the Falls of the Wallamette, I really do not 
understand Mr. Thoms opinion, I send you a Copy verbatim 
et literatim of it.1 

27. By the 73d Resolve of Council,? I am directed not to 
permit passages to be given in any of the Company’s Craft 
to any stranger of whatever rank or profession he may be, to 
or from any part of the Country or Coast and Sir George 
Simpson in his letter dated Red River 29 June 1843,° writes 

“ T have recently learnt from private sources, that the Revd. 
Mr. Blanchet * had received two Priests from Canada by way 


of Cape Horn, that the Revd. Mr. Demers® had been 


* B. 223/b/30, fo. 96, “ Opinion of Mr. Recorder Thom respecting the claim 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company to the Wallamet Falls. Question Mr. Chief 
Factor McLoughlin wishes to know whether the Wallamet Falls, in the event of 
their being to the south of the international Boundary, can be legally secured to 
the Hudson’s Bay Company either in its own name or in his. Answer ‘Taking 
for granted the general sufficiency of the honourable Company’s prior occupation 
as a Sufficient ground of claim, the legal capacity of that body to hold in any way 
the real property aforesaid must depend on the code of the new territory, which 
whether it may proceed from the National Congress, or from a local legislature or 
from both, has not as yet any existence. If Mr. McLoughlins question be 
ultimately decided in the negative, he proposes to Wallamet Falls in his own right. 
[Sic] (Signed) Adam Thom Recorder of Rupert’s Land.” See pp. 183, 188. 

* Minutes of Council of the Northern Department, 1843. See Oliver, 
Canadian North-West, Il, 863. 

3D. 4/29, fos. 8d.-9. 

* Francois Norbert Blanchet (September 3, 1795—June 18, 1883) was the son 
of Pierre and Rosalie Blanchet, Canadian landowners. He entered the Sulpician 
major seminary of Quebec in 1816, and he was ordained in 1819. He was 
assigned to the Cathedral for a year, and after spending seven arduous years as a 
missionary in New Brunswick, he was called to the rectorship of the Cedars, near 
Montreal. In 1838 he went west as vicar-general to Archbishop Signay of 
Quebec with jurisdiction over the whole of the Oregon region. Blanchet was 
made vicar apostolic and titular bishop in 1843, and in 1846 he was elevated to 
the archbishopric of the newly-established see of Oregon City. He retired from 
his labours in 1881 and died two years later. See Dictionary of American 
Biography and Sister L. M. Lyons, Francis Norbert Blanchet and the Founding 
of the Oregon Missions (1838-1848) (Washington, D.C., 1940). 

5 Modeste Demers was born at St. Nicolas, near Quebec, on October 11, 1808. 
He studied for the priesthood in the Quebec seminary and he was ordained on 
February 7, 1836. In the following year he went to the Red River Settlement, 
where he helped Bishop Provencher until 1838. He then accompanied Father 
Blanchet to Oregon, and in 1842-43 he made a missionary journey into New 
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conveyed into Caledonia, and there aided by our people in 
the erecting of three chapels, and that the Revd. Mr. Balduc ! 
has obtained from C.F.Douglas a passage in our Steamboat. 

“ These circumstances (arising probably from the pressure 
of business) have been omitted in your Despatches, and I 
mention them, mainly with the view of saying that you cannot 
be too minute, in recording every passing event of importance. 

“In the case however of Mr, Demers, I beg further to 
refer you to the 73d Resolution of Council, and to my letter 
of 21 Inst. par. 32, which obviously prohibits any future 
indulgencies of the kind, without the express sanction of the 
Governor and Committee or of the Governor & Council.” 
In the 32 par. of Sir George Simpsons letter of 21 June 1843, 
he writes “the 73 Resolve of Council directs that you will 
not afford passages in any of our vessels inland or maritime 
to any persons, that are not connected with our business, 
and I beg most strongly to offer the Supplementary suggestion, 
that our Forts also may receive such persons only, for the 
temporary purposes of casual hospitality, the long continuance 
even of the most unobtrusive strangers either in our 
establishments, or on board of our shipping, besides inevitably 
distracting the attention of our people, can hardly fail to 
impart a degree of knowledge which may be used in a manner 
disadvantageous to our Interest.” 

I beg to observe that Messrs. Langlois? & Balduc, came 
in the Cowe/itz from Woahoo, and paid their passage, 
according to the rate fixed by Sir George Simpson himself, 
that the Revd. Mr. Balduc was one day and a half with Chief 
Factor Douglas from Nisqually to Ft. Victoria, that from 


Caledonia. On November 30, 1847, he was consecrated bishop of the newly 
created diocese of Vancouver Island, and he died in Victoria on July 21, 1871. 

1 Jean Baptiste Zacharie Bolduc was born at St. Joachim, Lower Canada, on 
November 30, 1818. He was ordained a priest of the Roman Catholic Church 
in 1841 and he was sent as a missionary to the Oregon country. He was with 
James Douglas at the founding of Fort Victoria in 1 843 and later he served in the 
Willamette Valley. He was called to the parish of St. Roch, Quebec, on his 
return to Canada, and he died near Quebec on May 8, 1889. See W.S. Wallace, 
The Dictionary of Canadian Biography (Toronto. 1926), p. 39. 

? The Rev. Louis Antoine Langlois, Roman Catholic missionary. 
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there he went with Indians to Whitby’s Island, where he 
had begun a Mission, and to refuse him a passage under 
these circumstances would have appeared very wrong, Mr. 
Demers proceeded to Caledonia, on a missionary tour, to 
refuse to give him a passage in our boats (as they were then 
going up) would only excite ill will, as he could go without 
any assistance from us, as to refusing a passage on paying 
to persons, going from here or coming from the Islands, when 
we have room in our vessels, will only excite ill will to the 
Company, and that no person can be more averse to having 
Strangers among us, or passing through our Establishments 
than I am, as you may see by the 43d paragraph of my despatch 
to your Honors dated 15 November 1843, When I mention 
my objecting to afford Mr. Moore a passage in our Crafts 
across the Continent, yet in the Case of the Revd. Mr. 
Demers and the Revd. Mr. Balduc, Missionaries, under the 
protection of the Honble. Company, and for Missionary 
purposes, it 1s widely different, as also the case of people 
going from here to Woahoo, and coming from there, and 
can only serve to excite ill will towards the Company, and 
be extremely injurious to the Company’s interest, as, situated 
as we are, with an inimical population around us, it is too 
evidently our interest to be conciliating in our conduct, 
especially when we can do so without expense, but the reverse, 
with profit. 

28. In Sir George Simpsons 2 paragraph, of letter dated 
21 June, he states, “ with respect to the 1 par. of yours of 
20 March in which you complain of the inefficiency of the 
recruits, I have only to say that, I am informed, they were a 
fair specimen of those who presented themselves for 
engagement to the Company’s Agent”. I believe they 
were, but still they were very poor men, for these six years 
' we have got only one man, fit to make a boute, he went out 
last Spring, and re-engaged at York, and returned this fall, 
one of the great causes in my opinion of our having poor men 
is that the office for hiring them is at Lachine instead of 
Montreal as formerly, when we used to get first rate men. 

29. In his 4 paragraph he writes, “ there could have been 
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no impropriety in your forwarding the statements referred 
to in your 3 par. to the president & council for their 
information ” alluding to the 3 paragraph of mine of 8 April 
1842," which I now send, “‘and they did perfectly right in 
giving their opinion”, they certainly had an undoubted 
right to give an opinion on every subject, relating to the 
business, that letter seems to me a report of what was decided 
to be done, and by no means could be inferred as a wish to 
entrap them into a decision, as they seem to infer when they 
write in the 10 Paragraph of President Finlayson’s letter 
g July 1842, “we have perused with much attention Chief 
Factor McLoughlins comparative statement of the result of 
the Trade of the Lama & Steamer Beaver, together with 
his letters to Sir George Simpson on the contemplated changes 
of conducting the business on the North West Coast, we are 
however favored with these documents from the latter 
Gentleman himself which Mr. McLoughlin omitted to 
Send us.” 

30. Sir George Simpson in his letter to me 21 June 1 8 43,7 
writes, ‘ Nor have Kanaquasse’s confession done more to 
establish the suspicion of conspiracy, than Mr. Rowands 
conversation, That fellow had informed you, that all the 
men of the Fort had bound themselves in writing to murder 
your late Son. Now the Depositions taken by Mr. Manson 
prove in the most unequivocal manner that the paper which 
the men did sign, without a single exception was a petition 
to be presented to me, for the removal of your late son.” | 
admit it, but I am certain, from my knowledge of their 
character, that if it had occurred either to Mr. Douglas or 
Mr. Manson to put the question, “ did any of you say, if Sir 
George Simpson will not remove him, we will kill him ”, it 
would have been found, that some of them did say so, and 
that the others did not object to it, and that is the way 
P.Kanaquasse meant to express himself, but is not able to 
speak English or French, sufficiently fluently, and these men 
being great equivocators, may have merely answered to the 


- Bo 224) bj 90, to. 2. 
* The letter dealing with young McLoughlin’s death. See BeT 5 35 ese 
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fact, of the contents of the paper, and refrained to mention 
the after conversation or remark. As to the depositions, 
these shew that the men were not punished more, than by 
their own confession, was necessary to keep up the discipline 
of the Fort, and their own bad conduct deserved, and if the 
deceased was living to tell his Story, it would be found their 
conduct was much worse than they represent, and which it 
is not possible to doubt, when we look at their characters. 
Look how Heroux represented his Case, and there were men 
among those who went down with him, who knew the truth, 
did they come forward and contradict his statement. When 
Joseph Duperé, was beating Mr. Harvey most unmercifully, 
a man of the most gentle peaceable inoffensive disposition, 
there were four of his comrades present, did any of them 
advance to stop Dupere, and one of them in particular was 
able with great ease to have done so? no, and if Crate and 
Mr. Harvey, had been murdered by these men, there is not 
the least doubt on my mind, that the depositions of the men, 
present, would have made it appear, if merely taken from their 
own story, justifiable homicide, and such is the conduct of 
these men, towards their superiors, when they think, they 
can do so with impunity, and from the character of the 
Stikine men, and from what we know they did, it is certain 
they attempted the same, would only do their duty, when 
forced to it, and finding they could not do as they pleased, 
they murdered their Master. Sir George Simpson continues 
“ such a presumption is strengthened by the very investigation, 
which has been continued under your own auspices, at least 
as much with the view of exonerating your son, as of eliciting 
the truth”. I forbear making remarks on this paragraph, 
and will answer it, by repeating what I have already stated, 
that when P.Kanaquassé, some days after his arrival, told 
some of the men, through whom it came to me “‘ Why does 
not Mr. McLoughlin send for me, I will tell him the truth ” 
yet I would not see him, in case it might be said, his deposition 
had not been fairly taken, Sir George Simpson says “at 
least as much with the view of exonerating your Son as 
eliciting the truth”, all that I have done is before your 
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Honors, and, was it not my duty as a Father? as a Master? & 
as an honest man? to ascertain, if the depositions taken by 
Sir George Simpson were correct, especially when I saw Sir 
G. Simpson admit into Smith’s deposition “that there has 
been a very wasteful expenditure of property, given by the 
deceased to women, which has not been charged to his 
account ’’, and which could have no reference to his murder, 
and could only serve to vilify the memory of my murdered 
son, and which is now found to be a calumny of the darkest 
dye, by the documents now sent, and which beyond a doubt, 
would have been more effectually proved, if the deceased 
was still alive, to have made out these statements, as though 
the defficiencies amount to only £10.19. yet it is not to be 
supposed that McPherson who robbed the stores during the 
life time of the deceased, and when Mr. Dodd was in charge, 
did not do so, when he had charge of the place. But I still 
hope, that a judicial examination will be made, and that 
Justice will take its course, if these men are innocent, I will 
be happy of it, as I have no motive to urge it but duty, since 
nothing that can be done now, can bring my son from the 
grave, a judicial examination is due to the interests of the 
Company, and to motives which I am certain, have greater 
weight with your Honors, Religion and Justice. 

31. Only one Officer is come in with the Express. Mr. 
Ogden writes me, he is going out, Mr. Ermatinger also wishes 
to go out, Sir George Simpson writes me, I am not to hold 
out to these Gentlemen a prospect of a furlough, If I should 
require their services. Mr. Mactavish and Mr. Angus 
McDonald go out. You see by the statements now sent the 
number of Officers required for the duty of this place, and 
we will only have five, say 


1 for Store 

1 for Shop 

1 for Office 

t for Mills & 
1 for Men 


it 18 impossible the three first can do justice to the business. 
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It is a fact this year, that the Vancouver has been detained one 
month here, in consequence of the Officers not being able to 
make out the documents sooner, the Beating & packing of 
the Furs, as they must be well beaten, on account of Insects, 
took one Officer and 15 men six weeks to perform it. 

32. There came only eleven men, by the Express, this 
number will hardly replace the deaths in the department, 
and how am I to replace the retiring Servants, I am informed 
by Sir George Simpson, that I am not authorised to order 
any men from the Sandwich Islands, and it is evident the 
business cannot go on without the necessary number of men, 
I will therefore order the men we require from the Sandwich 
Islands, and will act as I have hitherto done, though this year 
I feel I am limited, and trust to Your Honors and the Governor 
& Councils candid indulgence, at the same time I beg to be 
informed, if I am to consider myself bound to follow my 
instructions, and respectfully to state, that this cannot be 
done, and do justice to the business, as in the influx of settlers, 
circumstances will arise, which cannot be foreseen, and 
therefore cannot be provided for. The influx of these 
Settlers will have a great effect on our Trade, if it is Your 
Honors wish, to maintain our footing in the Country, we 
must supply the wants of the trade, next year, it is expected, 
ten thousand settlers will come from the States, By the 
Express when I have collected ampler information, I will 
forward a requisition, and you will have it in your power to 
decide. 

33- In conclusion, I beg to observe that in making any 
remarks, I mean nothing personal towards Sir George Simpson, 
or the members of the Council, but merely do so from a sense 
of duty, and the only apology I can give, for troubling you, 
with these details, is that you cannot make a correct decision, 
unless you have all the information relating to the business 
before you. 

I have the Honor to be 
Honble. Sirs 
Your very obedient Servant 
Jno. McLoucuun 
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P.S. Mr. Douglas has just remarked that he did put the 
question “ did any of you say, if Sir George Simpson will not 
remove him, we will kill him”, and the answer was, “‘ that 
it was the determination of the people to abandon the Fort, 
and proceed to Ft. Simpson, if Mr. McLoughlin was not 
removed ’’, this is seen in McPhersons deposition, and as it 
is Certain the deceased would not have allowed them to do so, 
you may depend, that since they had decided to abandon the 
Fort, if their request was not granted that some said if the 
deceased resisted they would kill him and it is this I think, 
Pierre would have said, if he could express himself with 
sufficient fluency. Sir George in his letter to me No. 1 of 
21 June 1843 writes, alluding to Heroux, “his conduct, on 
the fatal night, still appears dictated, rather by the instinct 
of self preservation than by premeditated malice ”, how can 
Sir George Simpson say this, with the testimony before him, 
of Heroux, having repeatedly talked of murdering, indeed 
proposed to murder the deceased, was it the instinct of self 
preservation, which made him rush on his prostrate victim, 
writhing in the agonies of death, and place his foot on his 
throat? no, it was not defence, but destruction which was his 
object, and if he had thought, he had justifiable reason for 
what he did, he would have at the moment said so, and he 
would have said so to Sir George himself, but as he knew he 
could not justify his conduct on that ground, on the very 
moment denied he perpetrated the nefarious deed, and | 
believe has continued to deny it ever since, look at his character, 
condemned for burglary, in Three Rivers and subsequently 
put in prison by his own Father, on account of his violent 
conduct, and kept there, till he was taken to embark in the 
Canoes, to come to the country, Is it surprising if such men 
are brought to the Country; that people are murdered in it. 
35. Smith has accused the deceased of embezzling the 
Company’s property, on what does he found his supposition? 
the two notes (in No.38 !) were found in the desk at the place, 
you see their dates and you know the date of the deceased’s 
death 21 April, If the deceased wanted to embezzle, would he 
* These notes have not been traced. 
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have kept them, it appears to me he would not, and that his 
design was to get them passed through the Books, to the 
account of some other person, so as I might not see his 
expenses, as I have known several do under similar 
circumstances, and in the meantime as he was afraid, as we 
know from his Indian Wife, of being murdered, he took the 
precaution, in case of this event to make a memorandum on 
them, that these goods were to be charged to his account. 
36. Sir George Simpson in his letter to me 21 June 1843, 
(No.2) par. 15, writes, ‘In your letter of 4 Novr. to the 
Govr. & Committee, you say, that by “‘ opening a store at 
St. Francisco, having a vessel of 150 Tons on the Coast, 
selling at first to retail dealers only, and being contented with 
small profits, a good subject might be done,” on this subject 
I shall only repeat my conviction that the sooner this 
unfortunate business, which was badly planned and 
precipitately and irregularly prosecuted be wound up, the 
better for the interests of the Honorable Company.” At 
first I was for overlooking this paragraph, as it related to what 
had been done, it was of no practical use to discuss the subject, 
now, who planned the expedition? but, as from this paragraph, 
you might make a mistake, and as it is necessary you should 
have correct information to enable you, to come to a right 
decision, I beg to say, that it was Sir George Simpson, who 
proposed the Outfit to Calefornia, I immediately objected, 
as I foresaw we would not be allowed, to carry it on, as it 
ought to be; Sir George Simpson’s measures of late, especially 
as regards the Columbia Department, would be a good 
article, in the narrative of changes, we begin a thing one 
day, it is hardly begun, but it is dropped, and we have a new 
plan, and so from one measure to another, till large sums of 
money are lost, Witness the Calefornia business, and what 
can be the use of refusing passages in our vessels, to persons 
who will pay, but to excite ill will, and let me assure you, it is 
by our conciliating conduct, that we have obtained and 
maintained our influence. If we had not done so, the affairs 
of the Company would have been ruined in this department, 
for my part I cannot afford to lose my time and money to 
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please any man, and at least I will expose the measure, though 
I may not be able to prevent it. 

37- No. 40, is a chart of Caméosan Harbour, in which you 
see the situation of Fort Victoria. 

38. In regard to the Settlers who came this year, we will 
furnish their little wants, so as to keep up a good feeling with 
them, but we will look for your instructions with respect to 
our future proceedings, directing us in the course we ought 
to pursue with American Settlers, as it is certain that, there 
will be a greater or less influx of people, from the United 
States every year, and the trade will be taken up by other 
Merchants, if we do not anticipate them. My own Opinion 
is, that both as a protective and defensive measure, we ought 
to secure the business of the Colony, and extend our influence 
as much as possible over it, We hope you will have an 
Opportunity of forwarding your instructions on this subject, 
by the route of Mexico to the Sandwich Islands, before the 
return of the regular post. 

39. Sir George Simpson writes in his letter 22d Decr.,? that 
Baron Wrangel, complains of the quality of the West Side 
Otters furnished the Russian American Company, the fact is 
we send them all the Otters collected within the district, 
except such inferior skins as they will not receive, and they are 
allowed to reject any part of that selection, they think proper. 

40. Sir George Simpson says there was no plan to murder 
the deceased, did he not hear that in 1819 the Iroquois had 
formed a plan to murder Mr. Donald McKenzie® in the Snake 
Country, merely because he wanted to make them do their 
eaek Joun McLovucutin 

Cr 


Sir George writes “I think I learnt from Mr. Douglas, 
that he was under the necessity of reprimanding him very 


1 This chart was presumably identical with the “ Drawing of Js. Scarboro 
Capt. H.H.B.C.” from which Lieut. M. Vavasour of the Royal Engineers made 
his “ Sketch of Cammusan Harbour, Vancouvers Island, shewing the position of 
Fort Victoria” in 1846. (H.B.C. Arch. Map Folder 408.) 
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severely on board the Steamer, on their passage up the North 
West Coast for violence without adequate cause, to some 
person or persons on board ”’, it is true the deceased did 
strike Pressé on board the Steamer, and that Mr. Douglas 
did blame the deceased, and told him it was improper for 
him to do so, but it must be recollected, Presse, had been 
turned out of the Southern Department for shooting at a man, 
and, who it was said, put the officers there to defiance, on 
this account the deceased, and many others in the same 
situation, would be apt to take offence, at what Pressé said, 
when they would not mind it, if said by another, and for my 
Pett, as 1) said “before, 1 never heard till I received the 
depositions taken by Sir George Simpson, of the deceased 
being intoxicated more than twice, in his life, on one of which 
occasions, he is said to have been violent, the deceased having 
been so then, is nothing to the point at present, the question 
is, what he did at Stikine, and it does not appear, even from 
the mens own story, that he punished them more, than they 
deserved, or than was necessary to make them do their duty, 
and as we have only the mens story, it is but candid to admit 
that it is probable, if the deceased was living, to tell his tale, 
it might perhaps be found their conduct, was much worse, 
than they state, and which from the character of several of 
them, I am sure was the case. But Sir George Simpson 1s 
become all at once very sensitive about striking the men, 
if I am not misinformed in 1824 in Beaver River, he tickled 
Cadotte,! the guide’s shoulders, with a canoe pole, and it was 
only by some person getting in between Sir George Simpson 
and Cadotte, that he escaped a second application. Coming 
up the Grand River in 1830:it is said he flogged a man, in 
Ft. Vancouver Hall in 1829, I saw him knock a man down, I 
may say in truth, I never saw a man get a neater blow, the 
wall of the house, gave the mans head another, and he bled 


1 Merk, Fur Trade and Empire, p. 18, September 6, 1824, “... made very 
slow progress up the Beaver River . . . I had a serious quarrel with Cadotte our 
Guide one morning for tapping the Liquor Keg and getting Drunk .. . I have 
succeeded in humbling his pride and on the present occasion put him in the 
terrors...” 
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from his nose & mouth, as if he had been struck with a knife, 
a person to hear this, will feel for the sufferer, this might be 
made up into a story to shew Sir George Simpson was greatly 
in the wrong. Cadotte was one of the greatest blackguards 
in the Country, one of those who always try to impose on their 
master, but still he was a first rate Canoeman, on this last 
account, those who felt they would not allow him impose on 
them were desirous to have him in their Canoe, I do not know 
for what the man was flogged, but I suppose from my 
knowledge of Sir G. Simpson and the man, the fellow must 
have done something to deserve it, as for the fellow Sir 
George Simpson struck at Vancouver, he richly deserved 
what he got. He was Sir George Simpson’s body Servant 
and brought a lewd Indian woman into the Fort. Sir George 
& I were speaking about it when the man entered the room, 
Sir George Simpson rushed up to him, and asked him, did 
you do that? the man seeing himself caught, said yes, and 
Sir George Simpson immediately gave him the blow, and 
would certainly have given the man more, but I stepped in 
between Sir George & him, when the fellow taking advantage 
of it, made his retreat as fast as he could, these circumstances 
shew that Sir George was not in the wrong, and at the same 
time shew, there are two sides to a story, yet I will say, that 
if people examine, that there are no laboring servants, who 
are better treated than ours, and though some of them have 
been punished, yet these cases are few considering the number 
of our people, and always from some turbulent fellow getting 
among them, and giving trouble, until he is made to feel, that 
he cannot offend with impunity, and as I said before, saying 
the deceased did this or that is nothing to the point, but there 
is a man murdered, this ought to be examined into, and the 
law take its course. 

42. Captain Duncan writes me, that on visiting the Forts 
of Tacow & McLoughlin, on his trip with the Steamer, 
he found these Establishments exactly in the state, they 
were left by our people, and the Indians particularly at 
Ft. McLoughlin, very friendly, Captn. Duncan likewise 
mentions, that he fell in with two American Whale Ships 
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in Johnsons Straits, where they intended to winter, with 
the expectation of prosecuting their fishery to most advantage 
during that season. 

43. Sir George Simpson in his 12 par. of letter ¢ Jany. 
1843,’ writes, “ Mr. McLoughlin in speaking of my letter? 
from Tacow, respecting the abandonment of that place, does 
not seem to have been aware that by the agreement of May 
1842 with the Russian Company &c., all land Furs of every 
description whether taken on the Coast or inland, to the 
Southward of Cape Spencer, were to be made over to the 
Hudsons Bay Company from and after &c.”* J want to make 
money and I object to the Steamer, as she is the most expensive 
means of carrying on the Trade, is subject to her machinery 
getting deranged, perhaps broken, by which the trade is 
stopped, perhaps lost for the season, as we may not have the 
means to send a vessel in her place, and besides a steamer 
will never enable us to gain so much influence over the 


1 B. 223/b/29, fo. 28. See Appendix A, p. 353. 

* McLoughlin was presumably referring to Simpson’s private letter to him 
dated April 24, 1842 (see p. 56). 

* Simpson’s remarks (see Appendix A, p. 353) continued : “ the rst June last, 
which removes all apprehension as to the Indians of that establishment [Fort 
Taku] taking their furs to the Russian Settlements on the abandonment of the 
post.” (See p. 59, n. 1.) Article one of the agreement between Simpson and 
Etholine dated New Archangel, May 17, 1842, stated that all sea otters known 
to have originated north of 54° 40’, and traded from the Indians by the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, whether received at Fort Simpson or elsewhere, were to be 
delivered to the Russian American Company ; and that all land furs traded by 
the latter Company to the southward of Cape Spencer were to be delivered to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. The tariff for the sea otters and land furs was laid 
down in article two of the agreement, the unit of value adopted being the 34 
point blanket of best quality. On the interchange of furs the balance due by 
either company was to be paid in best quality 34 point blankets. Article 3 stated 
that “this Agreement... shall be understood to supersede and annul the 
Agreement entered into by Mr. F. Douglas . . . and Captain Kooprianoff . . . in 
the month of May 1842, but not executed by the contracting parties, although 
since acted on”. Cf. pp. 28, 51, Appendix A, pp. 292, 320, 323, 332, 353, 
and B.C. Hist. Quar., V, W. E. Ireland, “ James Douglas and the Russian 
American Company, 1840”, p. 59, which show that Douglas made his agree- 
ment with the Russians in 1840, and not 1842, as stated above. Kooprianoff was 

succeeded by Etholine in May, 1840. 
M 
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Natives as a Fort, especially now, as there is no liquor, if we 
want the furs, the Indians will raise the price on us, these 
Indians are differently situated from those on the other side 
of the Mountains, they are not in immediate want of our 
Goods. I am in favor of an Establishment, because it 
excites the Indians to hunt, it enables us to trade Furs cheaper 
than a vessel, gives us more influence over the Indians and 
is liable to less accidents, here is a case in point, there are 
two American Whalers at the North end of Vancouvers 
Island, they have been alone there two months, and intend to 
winter there, the Steamer saw them on her way back from the 
North, she could not remain to oppose them, as she had to 
come here for the Otters from the Fast side for the Russians, 
so that these Whalers who have some goods, will have all 
the Coast from the North end of Vancouvers Island, to the 
vicinity of Ft. Simpson, to themselves, whereas if Fort 
McLoughlin had been kept up, even if there was no vessel, 
there would not have been so many Furs among the Indians, 
and by employing runners, would have left very few for these 
Whalers, and what they get now (and they will have the trade 
to themselves till February) will induce others to visit the 
place, and the Steamer Converted into a sailing Vessel, she 
would navigate at a much less expense, and by transporting 
the Outfits to the Coast, which she cannot do as a Steamer, she 
would enable us to send one of the Barques (which is now 
obliged to take the supplies to the Coast) with produce to 
Woahoo or elsewhere, this change besides giving greater 
security to the trade, would be a saving and gain of between 
two & three thousand pounds a year, at the lowest estimation. 
As to what Gentiemen say, that the Steamer, drove away the 
opposition from the Coast, it may seem so to them, but when 
I see the price, we paid for the furs, while the Opposition was 
on the Coast, the money these men must have lost in Opposing 
us, and that they gave up the contest before we had the 
Steamer, though some Gentlemen may bring themselves to 
believe the Steamer drove the opposition away, with these 
facts before me I cannot imagine how they can do so, If our 
measures are injudicious our business cannot prosper. 
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44. The Cadboro is windbound at Cape Disappointment, on 
her voyage to Sitika with the Russian Goods. 

45. On first reading over the despatches I was for 
overlooking these points, but on second thoughts, I consider 
it advisable to give you my sentiments and opinion, on 
these different subjects, though my despatch may appear 
unconnected, as | am aware you are desirous of information 
on every point connected with the affairs of the Company, 
my wish to satisfy you and the want of time to put it in a 
regular form, as the boat is waiting, I hope will be taken 
as an apology for my sending this Communication, in so 
unconnected a state. 

J. McLoucuiin 
fae Ger 


Vancouver 4 Decr. 1843} 


To The Governor Deputy Governor & Committee 
Honble. Hudsons Bay Company London 


Hons te. Sirs 

Sir George Simpson writes in his letter to you dated 
5 Jany. 1843? 10 paragraph, “I have learned from Dr. 
Rowand,° that both his Father & himself were informed by 
their servant Lagraisse, that the conduct of Mr. McLoughlin 
Junr., was exceedingly violent and irregular, and in an act 
of violence of then recent occurrence, a sword was broken, 
which I afterwards found at Stikine.”” There is not one of 
the depositions which states, that the deceased used his sword 


* B. 223/b/30, fos. 157-60, Only the signature to this letter is in McLough- 
lin’s writing. 

* D. 4/61, fo. 47, see Appendix A, p. 351. 

* A son of Chief Factor John Rowand and a graduate of Edinburgh University. 
He accompanied Simpson on his journey round the world in 1841 and 1842, 
and his notes on the expedition were published at the time. In 1847 Dr. 
Rowand settled in Quebec, where he became a successful physician. He died in 
February, 1889, leaving a widow, two sons and four daughters. 
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on any of the men, and it is a fact, that it was reported 
here, while Mr. Rae was in charge of Stikine, the deceased 
broke his sword, by striking it on a stick, when I wrote you 
last, I did not think this story of the sword worth mentioning, 
but on second thoughts, I consider it proper to do so, to 
shew you what little dependance, can be placed on what is said 
against the deceased. 

2. Sir George in his letter of 21 June, 1843,! from Ft. 
Garry writes “ with regard to Mr. Chief Factor Rowand, you 
state that, that Gentleman, previously to the deplorable 
event, had expressed to you his fears, for the safety of Stikine, 
if left under the charge of only one Officer, now, while 
admitting in substance the correctness of your report, Mr. 
Rowand has clearly explained to me, that his fears were 
founded, not on any symptoms of insubordination, among the 
men of the Fort, but on his personal recollection of your late 
son’s intemperate habits, and his ungovernable violence, 
while under the immediate influence of liquor, in short, that 
fearing a relapse, he dreaded a collision, between your late 
son and the natives, which in all probability, could have had 
only one result, permit me to add, that Mr. Rowand’s alarm 
has been to a certain extent justified by the facts of the Case, 
for the depositions taken by Mr. Chief Trader Manson shew, 
that your late son, on the very night of his death, had rendered 
five Indians drunk, within the walls of the Fort, as an atonement 
for personal violence.” As to what Sir George writes, 
about what Mr. Rowand said, I beg to refer you to Mr. 
Rowands letter to me dated 11 March 1843,? by which you 
see, the statement Mr. Rowand makes to me, and the one 
Sir George writes me he made to him, differ widely from 
each other, as to what Sir George writes, about the deceased 
beating the Indians, and then making them drunk, it shews, 
he is not acquainted, with the routine of the Indian Trade, 
as if an Indian Trader, wants to be respected by Indians, he 
must punish them, when they do wrong, and after he has 
done that, conciliate them by presents, and it was for this that 


* D. 4/28, fo. 60d., Simpson to McLoughlin, Fort Garry, June 21, 1843. 
1 See pols i, nies and. pi365, 
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the rum was given, the Indians, it seems, had done the wrong 
at Tacow, for which the deceased punished them. 

3. Sir George Simpson writes, “such a presumption 1s 
strengthened, by the very investigation, which has been 
conducted, under your own auspices, at least as much, with 
the view of exonerating your son, as of eliciting the truth.” 
My endeavours have been as it was my duty, as a Father, & as 
an honest man, to ascertain how a son, an officer of the 
Hudsons Bay Company, has been murdered and by whom, 
I will ask, the world will ask, did Sir George Simpson (who 
arrived there five days after the foul deed had been perpetrated) 
who caused that young man to be murdered by taking away 
Mr. R. Finlayson, for which, there was no necessity, as Mr. 
McDonald was not in a decline, and which in such a place no 
necessity could justify, take the necessary steps to ascertain 
the truth?, you have the depositions he took, and all I did is 
before you, & indeed my conviction was, from the moment 
I saw the depositions taken by Sir George Simpson, that his 
object was (as he wrote me in his private note “I have no 
doubt on my mind, that Urbain Heroux fired the fatal shot, 
but I think it is better not to bring it home to him ”’,) not to 
bring Heroux to trial, and every act of his confirms me in that 
opinion, but I still hope, that it will not be in Sir George 
Simpson’s power to prevent a full investigation of this affair, 
so that justice be done. 

4. Sir George Simpson writes, “ nor were his violence & 
wantonness always connected, even in appearance with his 
official duty, when for instance, he punished one man for 
tatooing himself, and another for taking an unfair advantage 
of an opponent in a brawl’, It is evident Sir George forgets 
that he has only one side of the story, and that, if the deceased 
was living, we might perhaps, have another account of this 
affair, as we have of every one, that these men, have stated, 
when it happened to be a case, which we could refer to some 
other creditable testimony. It is a fact, that the deceased, 
had reengaged every man at the place, whose time was 
expired except one, who wanted to go to Canada, if they had 
been so ill treated as they pretend, would they have 
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re-engaged? and as to the character of the men, you have it 
already, and I can only remark, as you saw from Mr. Work’s 
letter, the very Indians told Mr. Work, before the murder, 
that the deceased had bad white men, and as to the Indians, 
every one tells me, the deceased was most popular with them. 

5. I find it necessary to order fifty Sandwich Islanders 
from Woahoo by the Columbia, this number will barely, if 
it does, replace the retiring Servants next year, and the other 
Vacancies in the Department, caused by deaths, and the 
Sandwich Islanders, who have been sent by the Vancouver & 
Columbia this fall to Woahoo, say fourteen. As to Officers, 
we received one, and four from our already reduced number, 
are ordered out, you may perhaps send us some by the Vessel, 
but if she is not here before the Express leaves, this number 
of Officers cannot go out. 

6. I have sent my remarks on Messrs. Linn & Benson! 
on a separate sheet, in the event of your having to hand it to 
strangers. My remarks on Mr. Spauldings letter were too 
late to overtake Lieut.Fremont, and therefore were not sent, 
which I regret much, as I think it would relieve us from the 
odium, that Gentlemans letter has excited against us, and 
I think it would be proper to take measures to refute these 
aspersions, which are very injurious to us as men and Traders, 
in various ways, and which we can so easily refute, but you 
have the documents, and I beg respectfully to submit it to 
your decision, and I beg to observe that you may depend that 
our dealings, with all men and our conduct towards our 
Servants will bear the utmost investigation by any man, 
Since 1826, our Servants in the Snake Country had an 
opportunity to run away, every year, only three since then 
did it, and one came back, at this place since 1834, the 
Servants can run away, any time they please, to persons who 
would give them protection, and though every winter, there 
are a hundred to a hundred & fifty here, as the recruits who 
come in the Fall, the Snake & brigade men winter here, yet 
there is not one instance of one of the men running away, 


1’'Thomas Hart Benton (1782-1858), U.S. senator and father-in-law of 
Lieut. Frémont. For McLoughlin’s remarks see pp. 184-92. 
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which I think must be considered a full refutation of the false 
reports of ill usage, which have been sent me from Red River 
& Lachine. 

7. When I mention my claim,! you will please recollect 
I allude to the site at the Falls of the Wallamette, which 
there was no other means of protecting for the Company, but 
by claiming in my own name. 

8. On reperusal of my despatch, I find I omitted to inform 
you that Lieutt. Fremont, U.S. Topographical Engineers 
came with the Emigrants, he has a party of Canadian 
Voyageurs, he came to explore the route between this and the 
States, he left this on the 12 Novr. on his return, he is to 
examine the Clamet Valley, but since he left I understand, 
he is only going as far as Clamet Lake. 

On Lhe Revd. Mr. Lee? the Reyd. Mr. Timnes® & family, 
and Mr. Record, a Lawyer from Missouri proceed to 
Woahoo, on their way to the States. 

I have the Honor to be 
Honble. Sirs 
Your very obedient Servant 


Joun McLovucuuiin 
Cab 


1See p. 165 andn.1. This matter will be referred to in the third series of 
McLoughlin’s letters. 

2 The Rey. Jason Lee was returning to the Eastern States on Mission business, 
but on his arrival in Honolulu he found that he had been summarily removed 
from the superintendency of the Oregon Methodist Mission. ‘This was on 
account of secret reports about his alleged misuse of Mission funds which had 
been made to the Missionary Board in New York. Lee answered these charges in 
person in July, 1844, and was exonerated. See Holman, Dr. Fohn McLoughlin, 
pp. 186-9, 222. 

3'The Rev. Gustavus Hines, who, with his wife and child, came to Oregon in 
the Lausanne in 1840. He was the author of Oregon : its History, Condition and 
Prospects ... (Buffalo, 1851). 

4 John Ricord, who acted as attorney to the Rev. A. F. Waller (see p. 187) in 
the dispute about McLoughlin’s land claim at the Willamette Falls. 

5This letter is endorsed: “J. McLoughlin Decr. 4 1843. Recd. Via 
Mexico June 6/44.” 
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Fort Vancouver 4th December 1843} 


To The Governor Deputy Governor and Committee 
Honble. Hudsons Bay Company London 


Hons te. Sirs 

Since I had last the honor to address you, I have been 
put in possession of the speech made in the Senate of the 
United States by Mr. Linn? of Missouri. Without entering 
into the exaggerated statements which he makes of the gains 
arising from our trade in this quarter, and his arguments in 
support of the claims of the United States to this Country, 
I will merely request your attention to the remarks he makes 
in regard to our conduct, though I cannot refrain from 
noticing, in the first place, the indelicacy of the statement 
he makes in page 6 “let me on the other hand as freely 
remark, without descending to diminish any thing from this 
individual praise, that, as a Company, they can well afford 
to be generous to us of the fruits of our soil”. I cannot see 
how this Gentleman could claim it, as exclusively American 
soil, when even the American Government admitted by 
treaty that we had the right of joint occupancy; and Mr. Linn 
ought not to overlook what all Americans seem disposed to 
forget, that if we get furs in this country, from what may 
become American Territory, it is also certain that the 
Americans have drawn a much larger amount of furs from 
the Country to the North of this, in consequence of their 
having had all that trade to themselves, from the year 1790, 
to the year 1831, when I sent Mr. Ogden to establish Fort 
Simpson, and the late Lieut. Simpson*® in the Dryade to 
trade on the Coast. Mr. Linn argues as if we had made 
immense profits on the trade, which as you know is not the 


7A. 11/51. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. 

* One of the speeches made by Linn in January, 1843. 

3 See H.B.S., IV, 230, and for a biography of Lieut. Amilius Simpson see 
A.B.S., Ul, 454-5. 
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case, while he forgets, or is not aware, that we have also 
conferred important benifits on the Country, having by our 
system of management, and protracted intercourse, subdued 
the ferocity of the Indian tribes, converted their former 
hostility against the whites into feelings of respect and 
attachment, introduced order, and a respect for property, 
and moral obligation which did not before exist among them, 
in short we have the merit of having reclaimed them from a 
state of barbarism to comparative civilization, and of having 
established our amicable relations with them, on so firm a 
basis, that the British or American Government have only to 
send an Officer with a Commission in his pocket, to have 
their authority acknowledged and maintained. Whereas 
if we had not been here, it would have cost the British and 
American Governments much more to establish their authority 
than we have made by the trade; I may further say that every 
person, acquainted with the Country must admit that neither 
the British nor American Government could have placed the 
affairs of the Country, or the influence of the Whites on a 
better footing, and perhaps not on so good. It is true that 
our Country gave us in return, an exclusive privilege to trade, 
which was the means of our being able to effect this object. 
But what has the United States Government done towards 
its accomplishment? nothing; but the reverse. By the 
encouragement she was obliged to afford her Citizens she 
put every obstacle she could, in our way, and this was even 
the cause of our being obliged to purchase Rum from some 
of her Citizens, as I believe is known to some of her Officers, 
in order to prevent the introduction of that demoralizing 
element. It is also certain if no spiritous liquors are used 
by the Whites or Indians, it is to the Hudsons Bay Company 
alone, that the Country owes this blessing; For these sacrifices 
made solely with the view of promoting the moral and social 
interests of a Country from which we may, tomorrow, be 
excluded, the return we meet with is found in the speeches 
made in the Congress of the United States, but I am certain 
that the Gentlemen who have made these statements to the 
public, are personally unacquainted with our history, and 
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course of action; and have been decieved by the calumnies 
of persons, whose selfish views have made them forget the 
obligations of truth and justice, or they would never have 
accused us, of committing deeds so revolting to the well 
principled mind, as “‘ murder, oppression and every species 
of inhuman depradations” inflicted not on our avowed 
enemies, but on the peaceful inhabitants of the Country. I 
am willing to believe that those Members of Congress who 
have represented our conduct under such atrocious colors 
have been misled by designing men, and are not the intentional 
instruments of traduction; it will therefore be a pleasure to 
them to know the truth, and to contradict these unfounded 
statements, 

Mr. Linn says in the same page 6 “ for training on their 
savage dependants to way lay our wanderers, to burn our 
settlements, exterminate the Settler’. this is a foul calumny 
sufficiently contradicted by the circumstances of perfect 
security of person and property enjoyed by every American 
subject living within the Territory occupied by the Hudsons 
Bay Company. We can in fact appeal with confidence to 
the wandering trapper, and to the Christian Missionary 
pursuing his useful labours without injury or molestation 
under the protection of the Hudsons Bay Company; and we 
moreover call upon Dr. Linn for proofs of his sweeping 
charges, which we are confident he cannot give. So far from 
injuring we have done every thing in our power to protect 
the settlers from being molested by the Indians, and have 
perfectly succeeded in that object. As to his remarks in 
regard to the late Messrs. Simple? and Keveny “it 45 
quite foreign to the business, we cannot be accountable 
for what others have done, but have only to answer for 
our own acts. 


* Robert Semple, who was appointed “ Governor of the Company’s Territories 
in Hudson’s Bay ” in 1815, and who lost his life in the Seven Oaks massacre in 
1816. See H.B.8., Il, 241. 

? Owen Keveny, “ Accountant to the Southern F actory ”, who was murdered 
by two adherents of the North West Company in 1816. See H.B.8., II, 
225-8. 
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“To shut out our traders from all participation in their 
traffic.” We do so by fair and honorable means, and they 
would exclude us if it was in their power, and really is not the 
misrepresentation made of our conduct a proof how anxious 
they are to do so. Page 6 “all the evidence show that 
wherever the British fur trade is pushed the Indians are 
subsidized. The terms of that subsidy have an Index in 
the murders committed on our people; Trace up the butcheries 
in the Rocky Mountains and their plains ”, how could people 
make such assertions; is it not well known that the Blackfeet 
about the Rocky mountains attack and murder all whites 
indiscriminately, our people as well as the Americans, and 
do not the Americans and our people make common cause 
against the Blackfeet, and as to “‘ You will find them uniformly 
committed by Indians clad in British Blankets and armed with 
British Tomahawks and scalping Knives”, This Gentleman 
seems not to be aware that the Indian traders of the two 
Countries supply Indians with the same kind of articles, and 
some of them procured from the same Manufacturers. 

Page 7. ‘I now hold in my hand a copy of the contract 
which the Hudsons Bay Company passes with its employees, 
by which it is agreed that when the employee has served a 
certain number of Years, and wishes to retire he shall have a 
grant of fifty acres land, a suit of clothes &c. binding himself 
to a sort of feudal tenure to muster and bear arms.” I 
presume I need not tell you there is no contract made with 
any of the Hudsons Bay Company’s servants in the Columbia 
of such a tenor, and the one Mr. Linn saw must be a 
forgery. 

Page 9 “A Letter from Mr. Alvan F.Waller* one of the 
Missionaries in the Wallamette dated 6th April 1842, and 
published in the Christian Advocate and Journal of December 
last, which after speaking in the highest terms of the 


1 The Rey. Alvan F. Waller with his wife and two children came to Oregon in 
the Lausanne in 1840. The Rev. Jason Lee, superintendent of the Methodist 
Mission, appointed him to minister to the Indians at Willamette Falls. 
References to his counterclaim to land at Willamette Falls in opposition to 
McLoughlin will be made in the third series of McLoughlin’s letters. 
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Agricultural, Commercial and other advantages of the 
Country, refers to the disputes which have already occurred 
between the Hudsons Bay Company and the recent American 
settlers which prove conclusively the intention of the Company 
to occupy the best parts of the Territory to the exclusion of 
the Americans.” The fact on which this assertion rests is 
simply this, there is a small rocky Islet separated from my 
claim at the Wallamette falls, by a narrow channel of from 
fifty to sixty feet broad, the main channel of the Wallamette 
being on the other side of the Island. In 1841 the majority 
of the members of the Methodist Mission, with a few of the 
settlers, formed a joint stock company? for the purpose of 
erecting flour and saw mills. One of the shareholders, an 
American® transported timber to the Island in question, to 
build a house; hearing of this I went there, told the man 
he was building on my claim, and he, in consequence desisted; 
as I thought the milling company were at the bottom of this 
attempt, and I saw sometime afterwards a letter from Dr. 
Babcock,? a Director of the concern, stating that he understood 
I had a claim at the falls, and if such was the case he would 
withdraw from the company. On this I wrote him that I 
would not oppose improvements going on in the Country, 
that I was perfectly willing, the Milling Company should go 
on, and build; and when the line was drawn, if my claim 
were valid and I availed myself of it, I would appoint two 
arbitrators, they would appoint two, these four a fifth, and 
I would pay the value these arbitrators put on the work they 
had done; and this is all I did, and it is to this the Revd. 
Mr. Waller alludes, and you see what little reason he had to 
do so. 


The Oregon Milling Company. ® Felix Hathaway. 

* Ira L. Babcock, physician to the Methodist Mission. He was a member of 
Jason Lee’s party which arrived at Fort Vancouver on the Lausanne in June, 1840. 
After a short residence at the Wascopam (Dalles) mission he was called to the 
Willamette mission. Babcock was actively concerned in the early attempts made 
by the American settlers to form a government in the Oregon Country, and at the 
meeting held at the American Mission House on F ebruary 18, 1841, although he 
was a physician, he was elected supreme judge with probate powers. Babcock 
was a native of New York State. 
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Page 11 A Mr. Peale,! a Naturalist attached to the Scientific 
Corps writes ‘‘ The retainers, employees, of the Company have 
numerous farms on the Wallamette south of the Columbia 
he had seen the contracts under which these lands are granted.” 
The contracts Mr. Peale says he saw are forgeries, no contracts 
of the kind were ever made. 

Page 13. The utmost objection then which can be inferred 
to the Bill is the possibility that Great Britain by a future 
adjustment, may “prove entitled to territory within which 
may be lands assigned to our Citizens under these prospective 
grants. But it has been already abundantly proved that Great 
Britain does this through her Hudsons Bay Company they 
in their contracts grant the soil’”’. No such grant was ever 
made by the Hudsons Bay Company in the Columbia to 
anyone. And I expressly told the servants whom I allowed 
to settle that I had no authority to discharge them in the 
Country, but as they had families whom they had not the 
means of supporting in Canada, if they took them to that 
Country, and who, moreover might be left destitude in a 
strange land by the fathers death, and be reduced to poverty 
and wretchedness; I would permit them to settle in the 
Country, and as they knew we could not discharge them 
in the Country, we would keep them on our books, as we were 
answerable for them till we discharged them in Canada or 
Europe; they therefore must be cautious not to get into any 
trouble, as if there was any complaint made against them, 
we would have to take them out of the Country, which would 
put us to trouble and expense and they would lose their 
improvements; but if they conducted themselves well 
there was not a doubt in my mind when the boundary 
was drawn that the Government under whose jurisdiction 
they might be cast, would permit them to keep their 
Lands. 

Mr. Benton in his speech in the Senate of the United 
States 2nd February 1843, on the treaty in regard to the 


1 Titian R. Peale, one of the naturalists attached to the United States Exploring 
Expedition of 1838-42. In 1867 he was resident in Washington City, and his 
occupation was that of examiner of patents. 
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boundary line from Lake Superior to the Lake of the Woods, 
says “the treaty makes us equal, the power of the Company 
will make us unequal, they will have the exclusive use and 
possession in this line as they have under the same words in 
the Columbia River, every American who ventures on these 
portages will be shot by British Indians, as a thousand of them 
have been shot who have ventured to hunt or trade in the 
Columbia since the Convention of 1818’. As the Gentleman 
makes assertions without adducing one single fact in proof 
of their veracity; we can only meet him with a contradiction 
in terms as precise and as forcible as those he uses. The 
whole statement is in fact utterly false and as wicked a calumny 
as ever disgraced the pages of any writer. We can do more 
than this, we can bring forward in triumphant refutation of 
Mr. Bentons statements, the notorious fact that not one 
single American, has been killed by the Indians of the Columbia 
River, or in any of the dependant districts permanently 
occupied by the Hudsons Bay Company; whereas many 
have been cut off while straggling, in small, badly disciplined 
parties in the Snake Country, where the Hudsons Bay 
Company’s influence was at the time neither known nor felt. 
Mr. Smiths party was also cut off at the Umqua River in 
the Year 1828, before the Hudsons Bay Company had 
established a trading Post there, but since the Company have 
been in possession of Fort Hall in the Snake Country, of a 
small trading post in the Umpqua, these districts can be 
traversed by the smallest parties with as much security as 
the banks of the Columbia River, and the Indians have made 
no hostile attempts upon the whites of any Country since. 
Does not this simple fact prove, that the Hudsons Bay 
Company have not abused their power, but as they extended 
their influence, have invariably used it for the protection of 
all whites. Let Mr. Benton examine the history of the Snake 
Country before its occupancy by the Hudsons Bay Company, 
and he will find that the Indians were hostile to all whites, 
and attacked our trapping parties indiscriminately with the 
trapping parties of his own countrymen, committing equal 
depradations on the property of both; and let him compare 
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its past with its present state, when a single white man of any 
Nation, can travel without dread of molestation, from the 
Rocky Mountains to Fort Vancouver, and then let him say 
if the Hudsons Bay Company has armed the Indians to shoot 
the American who ventures to hunt or trade on the Columbia. 
As a farther proof that we neither injured nor oppressed 
American Citizens, I may bring forward the fact, that the 
Methodists have had a Mission since 1834 in the Wallamette, 
another founded in 1837 at the dalles of the Columbia, a 
third at Clatsop founded in 1840, a fourth at Nesqually also 
founded in 1840. The Presbyterians have had two missions 
with only one Minister and Wife in each the greater part of 
the time in the Walla Walla district; a Mission with two 
Ministers and their wives at Spokan; another Presbyterian 
Minister with his wife was two years on Salmon River, and 
not one of them was murdered; though they have had 
difficulties with the Natives, in consequence principally 
of their want of experience and ignorance of Indian character. 
Yet, had not our protection been extended to them it is certain 
some of these persons would have been murdered. This 
very year the immigrants travelled from Fort Hall to this 
place, in several instances, in parties of two and three, and 
if we had been deficient of honor and principle, “or had 
subsidized the Indians to destroy and exterminate the Settler ”, 
as Mr. Linn represents, would they have, as is the case, 
arrived here in safety, without the loss of a man. But what 
has been our reward for bringing the Indians to this state 
of friendly subordination, and using all our exertions to 
protect every white man who has travelled through the 
Country? it is seen in Messrs. Linn and Benton’s statements 
and speeches. These serve to excite the prejudices of their 
Countrymen against us and as the Americans might make 
use of these statements to support their pretensions against 
our Government and us, I consider it my duty to put you 
right on these points, and to assure you that whatever may be 
said to our prejudice, that our conduct, thanks be to God, 
has been guided by the principles of honor and religion, and 
will bear the strictest investigation. 
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I have the honor to enclose with this a pamphlet containing 
Mr. Linn’s speech. 
I have the honour to be 
Honble. Sirs 
Your most obedient and very humble Servant 
Joun McLovcuiin 


Ci 


Vancouver 26 June 1844 ° 
To A.Barclay* Esqr. Secy. H.H1-B.Co. 


SIR 

In compliance with your Instructions William Bruce ® 
has been spoken to on the subject of his Uncle’s Claims on 
him and I Enclose a Draft of forty pounds in favour of his 
Uncle. 

As William Bruce has Borne a Good character with us 
and as if he was aware of his misconduct it might have an ill 
effect on him I Employed my friend and Colleague Archibald 
McDonald Esqr. to speak to him on this subject as if the 
letter on this affair had been addressed to himself by one of 


1’'This pamphlet has not been traced. 

2 This letter is endorsed : “ Fort Vancouver 4 Decr. 1843 John McLoughlin”. 

3A. 11/51. This letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. 

4 See Appendix B, pp. 386-7. 

5 A, 6/26, fo. 86—86d., Barclay to McLoughlin, Cowes, Isle of Wight, 
September 28, 1843, “Among the letters for the Columbia, there is one 
additional to a man of the name of Bruce. It is from an Uncle of his a poor old 
man, to whom he has owed from £150 to £200 ever since he first left home for 
money advanced or paid on his account. Many applications have been made for 
payment, but they have never even been acknowledged by this ungrateful person, 
who is indebted for every thing to his relative. It is too late now to have recourse 
to legal measures, but it is thought that a strong remonstrance from you, might 
induce the man to pay a portion of the debt, say £50, which, in the destitute 
circumstances of the old man, would be a most important relief. I may mention 
to you that Bruce was a bankrupt and absconded from his creditors, to some of 
whom his uncle was bound and had to pay his debts.” 
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his friends William Bruce was Extremely mortified to see 
that Mr. McDonald was acquainted with his misconduct 
and earnestly requested him not to mention it to me, nor any 
of the Gentlemen here, which I merely state to let you see 
that he shews some signs of Grace—he promised to send his 
uncle ten pounds next year and to write to him by the first 
opportunity. 
I am Sir 
your Obedient 
humble Servant 
Joun McLovucuiin 


Fort Vancouver, Columbia 47h Fuly 18441 


To The Governor, Depty. Governor, & Committee 
Honble. Hudsons Bay Company 


Hons e. Sirs, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Dispatch of 27th September 1843 2 per General Miller,? which 
was brought from the Sandwich Islands by our Barque 
Columbia, and reached this on the 25th April; and also of a 
duplicate of the same Dispatch by the Brothers,* Capt. Flere, 


1B. 223/b/31, fos. g5—tor. This letter is in a clerk’s writing. 

2 See Appendix A, pp. 305-17. 

3A. 6/26, fos. 78d.—85. The London Gazette of August 25, 1843, announced 
the appointment of William Miller, Esq., as Her Majesty’s Consul General for 
the Society, Friendly and other Islands in the Pacific. William Miller (1795 
1861), who served in the British army during the Peninsula campaigns of 
1811-14, became an intimate friend of-Simon Bolivar and earned his rank as 
general whilst fighting in Chile and Peru for South American independence. 
Changing political circumstances brought about Miller’s banishment from Peru 
in 1839, thus closing an honourable military career of twenty years in South 
America. He died on board the Naiad in Callao harbour on October 31, 1861, 
and he was buried in the English cemetery at Bella Vista. (Dictionary of 
National Biography.) 

4The barque Brothers was chartered from Captain Tomlins for £880. 
A. 6/26, fo. 103, Governor and Committee to Simpson, March 4, 1844, “ The 
Company’s goods as p. Requisition for shipment 1843, Outfit 1845, were put on 

N 
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which arrived at this place on the 2nd June. I am happy to 
be able to report that the cargo by the Brothers was delivered 
in excellent condition, with the exception of one pipe of port 
wine, the greater part of which leaked out on Board, in 
consequence of the weakness of the Cask; a survey held on 
the occasion having reported that there was no defect in the 
stowage. As this did not appear a sufficient cause for 
withholding the gratuity of twenty pounds which Your 
Honors directed me to pay Capt. Flere, over and above the 
amount due for freight outwards, I have had that sum carried 
to his credit. 

2. Having a large quantity of Lumber collected at our Saw 
Mill, and there being an instant and considerable demand 


for Flour & Salmon at the Sandwich Islands, and having 


none of our vessels disposable, I found it perfectly to our 
interest to give Captn. Flere a Freight as recommended by 
Your Honors & he now proceeds to the Sandwich Islands 
with a Cargo of 107 thousand feet, Sawn Timber, 300 Barrels 
Flour and 300 Barrels Salt Salmon for which he is to receive 
£487.19. 32. 

3. I have not heard from Mr. Rae since May 1843 when 
our party ! left there to come here at which I am not surprised, 
as we have no communication with that place, except when 
our vessels or hunting parties go there, and since 1842 we 
have had no hunting parties in that direction, and it has been 
quite impossible for me to send any of our vessels to Calefornia 
since the Vancouver was there Spring 1843, and it is quite 
out of my power to send any this Season, unless perhaps the 
Cadboro after she has accomplished the Service on which 


board the chartered ship Brothers and dispatched from Gravesend on the Ist 
October, but the vessel having been run foul of in the Channel was obliged to put 
into Cowes to repair damage. There it was discovered that she was affected with 
dry rot. The owners refusing to give up the cargo, and there being no means of 
compelling its surrender, there was no alternative but to submit to the delay 
required for very extensive repairs, in consequence of which she did not finally 
take her departure until the 8th December .. .” 

1'The Southern Expedition under Michel Laframboise. Their returns were 
left at San Francisco with Rae, who sent them to the Columbia on the Vaxcouver. 
See p. 123. 


es 
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she is now employed; she left Cape Disappointment roth June 
with part of Fort Langley Outfit, from thence she returns 
with a Cargo of wheat to Fort Victoria, takes the Nisqually 
Outfit to that place, & brings the Returns & wool to Fort 
Victoria proceeds to Langley with the remainder of the 
Outfit, brings a Cargo of last Years Salmon to Fort Victoria, 
& returns to Langley for a Cargo of this Years Salmon, 
with which she will be here in September, when it will be too 
late to proceed (to be of any possible use) to Mr. Rae; and I 
enter into these particulars, how the Cadboro is employed, as 
persons unacquainted with the details of the Business of this 
Department, suppose this transport can be performed by the 
Steamer, but when this transportation has to be made the 
Steamer is obliged to attend to the trade of the Coast. 

4. But to return to the Calefornia Business. It has been 
impossible for me to communicate, as I already stated, with 
Mr. Rae since June 1843, and up to that time as Your honors 
will have seen, if the accounts have reached you, the Calefornia 
Outfit had done remarkably well, especially when it is 
considered Mr. Rae had no vessel to go along the Coast and 
trade hides & Tallow, as he was told he would have by Sir 
George Simpson and myself, and this disappointment was in 
consequence of the Va/leyfield arriving here, only on the 21st 
July, and finished landing her Cargo for this place in the 
beginning of August; she had then to proceed to Nisqually 
to land the Boilers for the Steamer. From this you will see 
there was no mismanagement on our part, as if the Valleyfield 
had been here in the Spring, as she ought, as she was bringing 
the Boilers for the Steamer she would have been in time for 
the Calefornia Trade, as any vessel to be of use for collecting 
Hides on the coast of Calefornia ought to be there by the 
latter end of May or beginning of June, and you may depend 
if I had had a vessel disposable at the proper Season, I would 
not have failed to send her, as I am fully aware a vessel is 
required to do justice to the business; and if judiciously 
managed the Business would be profitable. 

5. From my ignorance of Mr. Rae’s situation I cannot say 
what to do, and must leave it to him to decide, and I now 
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send him a list of the goods at Woahoo, and have written him 
to order from Messrs. Pelly & Allen any goods suitable to 
the Trade of Calefornia, and have written to these Gentlemen 
on the subject. 

But perhaps since you wrote me you may have communicated 
your decision to Mr. Rae, & of course that will settle the 
business. 

6. The Columbia entered the River on the Ist and left this 
on the 21st May with a cargo of wheat &c. for Sitika, on her 
return she is to stop at Fort Victoria for the Salmon & returns 
collected at that place from Fort Langley & Nisqually, which 
she will bring here, & then proceed with the Returns of the 
Department to London, touching on the Way at Wahoo to 
deliver what we will give her to fill her up for that place. 

7. The Cowelitz Captn. McNeil entered the River from 
Sitika on 1st Inst. and is at present receiving wheat at the 
entrance of the Cowelitz River; the wheat is the produce 
of the Puget Sound Association farm at the Cowelitz 
Portage. 

8. Governor Etholine has not written me on any subject, 
but Captn. McNeil tells me he delivered his cargo in good 
condition. 

g. We expect the Cowe/itz up in the course of two or three 
days, and it is my intention to load her as soon as possible 
with about six thousand bushels wheat for Sitka in advance 
of next years contract, and with the supplies for the Coast 
Trade. 

10. | must now take the liberty of drawing Your Honors 
attention to the subject of our Naval Department, in which 
I think a change may be made with advantage to the Business; 
we have at present much difficulty in getting through with 
the necessary transport of goods, & produce to & from 
this River in consequence of the increase of work thrown 
upon our hands by the Contract with the Russian American 
Company and I would propose to enlarge our means, not by 
adding to the number of Ships employed, but simply by 
disposing of the Cadboro & purchasing a larger vessel in her 
stead. 
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11. In order to lay the bearings of this question more 
clearly before you, I will here copy our ‘“‘ Scheme” of the 
present year for the employment of the Country vessels 
whereby the advantages of the arrangement now proposed, 
will more distinctly appear. 


Scheme of Service for Country vessels.— 


Barque Columbia, 1st voyage To proceed with Cargo of wheat 
flour & other produce to Sitka 
touching on the outward voyage 
at Fort Victoria to land goods 
there & to take in 100 Tierces 
Beef for Sitka. To call again 
on her return at Fort Victoria 
for the Furs, wool, Salmon &c. 
brought from Forts Langley & 
Nisqually by the Cadboro. 

do. do. 2nd Voyage Proceeds to England with Furs. 

Schooner Cadboro, 1st Voyage To proceed with Goods & Salt 
to Fort Langley, & returns 
to Fort Victoria with wheat, 
proceeds to Nisqually with the 
Outfit returns to Victoria with 
Furs & wool, proceeds to Langley 
w. Salt, returns to Victoria with 
Salmon and returns to Fort 
Langley for a cargo of Salmon 
with which she comes here in 
September. 

Barque Cowe/itz, 1st Voyage To proceed to the Coast with the 
Outfits of Forts Simpson & 
Stikine & complete cargo with 
6,000 Bus. wheat in advance of 
next year for Sitka; To touch 
Outwards at Fort Victoria, with 
Outfit. 

do. and Voyage Take a Cargo of produce to the 
Sandwich Islands. 
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12. You will observe by this sheme, that it takes three 
Trips of the Cadboro to remove the Salmon & other Country 
produce collected at Fort Langley, while a great part of the 
produce of the present years fishery will still be left behind, 
and two of the Cargoes only Carried to Fort Victoria; to 
remove these two Cargoes as well as the Wool & Furs brought 
from Nisqually, Your Honors will observe that the Barque 
Columbia, is required to touch at Fort Victoria, on her return 
from Sitka and also that the Barque Cowe/itz on her outward 
voyage to the Coast is also to touch at Fort Victoria, with 
such part of the Outfit as could not be taken from this place 
by the Cadboro. 

13. Now with a Vessel of about 210 Tons in place of the 
Cadboro, it would not have been necessary to make either the 
Columbia or Cowelitz deviate from their direct course by 
touching at Fort Victoria which will unavoidably cause a 
considerable loss of time, as the other vessel could at one trip 
have taken from this place all the goods and Salt required for 
the posts within the Straits of De Fuca and brought away 
their returns, in course of three months and have been 
afterwards disposable for other duties: whereas, from the 
small size & inconsiderable stowage of the Caddoro she is now 
almost exclusively employed in that transport; which she 
cannot accomplish without the aid of our large Ships. 

14. In this point of view, I consider the Cadboro an 
insufficient, and from the facts here stated, an expensive 
vessel; as a ship of three times her Burthen could, be 
maintained at a very small additional outlay, for instance a 
larger vessel could be navigated with the Cadboro’s present 
Crew, as in consequence of the number and troublesome 
disposition of the Natives, it is found necessary to keep her 
stongly manned, so that almost the only difference in the 
expense of the two vessels would arise from the increased 
outlay of sails & rigging; and that would be largely repaid 
by the greater amount of service performed. And moreover 
a considerable part of the first cost of such a vessel would be 
defrayed by the freight on the Cargo she would bring from 
England to this place. 
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15. If your Honors approve of these views, permit me to 
add that Chief Trader McNeil is of opinion that the vessel 
best adapted for the Coast would be a full rigged Brig of 
about 210 Tons Burthen, with a flat floor, shallow hold, 
great breadth of Beam and length which will qualify her 
for working up & down the Columbia & Frasers River 
and enable her to stand better up to her Canvas, with less 
ballast than any other build. She should have a good 
patent windlas and no channels as they are too convenient 
for the Indians to climb upon who give much annoyance 
to the Crew. 

One of her quarter Boats should be adapted for Kedging. 
She should have no hammack boards as they are of no Service, 
occasion decay & a single upper or top gallant bulwark will 
answer as well. She ought to have patent trusses on the 
lower yards and all other late improvements on vessels to make 
them work light and her armament ought not to exceed four 
6 pound Carronades, with the usual supply of small arms 
which will answer every purpose of defence. 

16. I am happy to be able to inform you that the Brigade 
under the charge of Chief Factor McDonald, assisted by Chief 
Trader Manson safely arrived here on the 4th June, and they 
left on the 29th for the Interior. 

17, The American Citizens called on the Canadians to join 
them, and organize a Government for themselves, and though 
the Canadians refused last year, yet seeing the increasing 
number of the Americans and that it would be impossible to 
maintain peace and order in the Country without organizing 
themselves, the Canadians consented, but first gave in the 
accompanying Document,? which was drawn out by the 
Revd. Mr. Langlois, and presented by him; several of the 
Americans seem disposed to declare themselves an independent 
State, because if the Country becomes a territory of the United 
States they will be so remote from the seat of Government 


1 This particular copy of the Address has not been traced, but an unsigned and 
undated copy in English is attached to another duplicate of McLoughlin’s letter 
of July 4, 1844, in A. 11/51. Other copies of the Address will be referred to 
in the third series of McLoughlin’s letters. 
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that it will be very difficult for them to get the Laws made 
that they require. 

18. The Election for Officers & Legislators took place in 
May; three persons were elected as an executive Board to 
perform the functions of Governor, Dr. Baily an Englishman 
& two Americans; and eight members for a Legislature 
which met in June and seperated a few days ago; they have 
fixed a salary of 100 dollars for each member of the Executive 
and when they elect a Governor instead of them he is to have 
three hundred dollars per annum the Judge five hundred 
and the members of the Legislature two dollars per day. 
They have made Laws to regulate Land claims and to 
prohibit the introduction & manufacture of liquor among 
themselves. 

19. In these last laws they follow up the plan we adopted, 
as we made it a rule to sell liquor to no person, and which 
we adopted when the first of our people went to settle in the 
Wallamette and it is the reason they have gone on so quietly 
and made themselves so comfortable as they are; & I am 
happy to hear their Crops look better than they ever did as 
they also do at this place and the Cowelitz. 

20. The American Emigrants who came last year, have set 
to work with great industry, one of them put, from the time 
he came last autumn to this Spring, a hundred Bushels wheat 
in the ground; they in general say the soil of this Country 
is not so fertile as the Missouri from whence most of them 
came, but a better wheat Country. About twelve are gone 
back to the Missouri, as this Country does not come up to 
their expectations and some are gone to Calefornia. However 
this Country, at least that part of it best adapted for Cultivation 
such as the South side of the Columbia, we may consider as in 
a fair way of being settled; and it is necessary to keep in mind 
that an influx of Settlers will cause a great increase of business 
in the place & which we can in the main Secure if we have 
the means of supplying the wants of the settlers and can 

1 Dr. William J. Baily, who was born in Ireland in 1805. He came to Oregon 


from California in 1835. Presumably he is identical with the “ Baily” or 
“ Bailey ” referred to on p. 31. 
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procure a market for their produce. A Mr. Pettygrove} 
handed me a letter from a Mr. Brown, Naval Agent for the 
U.S. at Woahoo, asking at what rate he could undertake to 
supply 400 Barrels Flour, 4000 Barrels Biscuit & 2000 Ba’ls. 
Beef for the American Navy at Woahoo; of course Mr. 
Pettygrove could not undertake the contract and asked me if 
we could. I wrote him that we could not undertake to 
supply the Beef & Biscuit nor even the Flour; I did this in 
consequence of the difficulty of getting labour and once 
bound we must get through, while we are aware they will 
not give us more than they can buy it from others; at the 
same time if we send it to Woahoo if we can sell cheaper they 
will give us the preference. If the British Government have 
a naval station or Department at Woahoo, they will also 
require provisions and afford an outlet for the produce of this 
Country and Calefornia would supply the beef. 
[ have the honour to be 
Honble. Sirs 
Your mo. obedt. & very hume. Servt. 
(sigd.) Joun McLoucutiin 


Vancouver 4th Fuly 1844? 


To The Governor, Deputy Governor 
& Committee. H.H.B.Compy. 


Hons te. Sirs 

I have this day drawn on you in favour of Captain 
Thomas H. Flere, of the ship Brothers, three setts of Exchange, 
the first for two hundred & eighty six Pounds ten shillings 
Sterling, being the balance of Freight due on the Charter of 


1D.5/10, McLoughlin to Simpson, Vancouver, March 20, 1844, “... 
another American Mr. [Francis] Pettygrove equipt by the House of Bensom and 
Co. New York who were to send here a vessel last fall with an assorted cargo but 
she did not come.” 

2B. 223/b/31, fo. rord. This letter is in a clerk’s writing. 
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Barque Brothers from London to this place; The second for 
the sum of twenty pounds Sterling in compliance with your 
instructions as per 46th Paragraph of your dispatch of 27th 
September 1843; and the third for £410 Stg. for freight 
from this to Woahoo which please charge to Northern 
Department Bills Outfit 1844. Iam 
Honble. Sirs 
Your obt. humble Servt. 
(Sd.) Joun McLoucuttn 
Cr 


Fort Vancouver Columbia 
4th Fuly 1844+ 


To The Governor Depty. Governor 
& Committee, H.H.B.Company 


Hons Le. SIRS 

I this moment received the melancholy intelligence 
of the death of Chief Trader Charles Ross, who was in charge 
of Fort Victoria; this sad event occurred on the 28th sce 
and was caused by inflamation of the bowels brought on by 
constipation after a painful suffering of five days. 

By his death the Company has lost an Officer zealous in 
the discharge of his duty, and we who had the pleasure of his 
acquaintance have lost a Colleage & friend whom we esteemed 
and respected. He was taken ill so suddenly that he could 
not write a will, but left verbal instructions by which he has 
appointed Chief Factor James Douglas, sole Executor to his 
property with power to divide it as he thought proper among 
his Family. 

Iam 
Your Honors obedt. Servt. 
(sd.) Joun McLovucutin 


1B, 223/b/31, fo. 102. This letter is in a clerk’s writing. 
2 McLoughlin was mistaken: Ross died on June 27, 1844. 
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Fort Vancouver 14th Octr. 1839} 


From James Douglas 
To The Governor, Deputy Governor and 
Committee Hon. Hudson’s Bay Compy. 


Hons.e. Sirs 

I have great pleasure in communicating the safe arrival 
of the Honble. Coys. Barque Vancouver at this place on the 
1 sth of May last, and in acknowledging your general Dispatch 
of 31st October 1838 and that, of the same date, under private 
cover; together with Bills Lading, Invoice of Shipment and 
the several papers noticed in the packet List. 

2. Before entering upon the subject of these Dispatches, it 
may be proper to inform you that the latest advices received 
from the several establishments of this District are very 
satisfactory, and except at Fort Simpson, report returns equal 
to, or in advance of the amount of furs, usually collected at this 
season; the Naval Establishment of the District is also in a 
state of complete efficiency, and, in short the whole aspect of 
affairs possesses much of promise, which it will be our anxious 
and unceasing study to realize. 

3. Having made these few remarks to relieve your natural 
solicitude about the business, I will next proceed to furnish the 
information, requested in your Dispatch, and then attempt a 
al of our proceedings subsequent to the date of my last 
etter. 


1A. 11/50. This letter, bearing Douglas’s signature, appears to be in a 
clerk’s writing. 
205 
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4. Our claims against the late Captain Bancroft, both for 
the purchase money of Brig Lama, and supplies of goods, were 
punctually met by that person, as the respective Bills became 
due; you have, I suppose, been informed of his death, as well 
as the melancholy circumstances attending it. The Sea Otter 
business is, in consequence, abandoned, which I perceive 
with pleasure, you again recommend to our attention and I 
feel therefore most anxious to give it a trial. 

We have been hitherto excluded from this field of enterprise, 
by the unaccountable repugnance of the Calefornian 
Government to license our vessels, so that private adventurers, 
who are not restrained by the same punctilious regard of 
character hold almost exclusive possession of the business. 
Your Honors might perhaps be enabled to overcome this 
political obstacle and obtain the object in view, by means of a 
pressing application, backed by powerful influence, through 
the British Resident, to the General Government of Mexico. 
So many repulses have been met with, on our part, when 
treating of this subject with the authorities of Calefornia, that 
we despair of ever succeeding by the plain and direct course 
hitherto followed; and as a last resource I now intend to try the 
expedient adopted by the Russians settled at Bodega, who 
sail their vessels under cover of licenses taken out in the name 
of a citizen, which relieves them entirely from the onerous 
charges levied exclusively on foreigners, and they have, in 
consequence, simply to pay a moderate duty of 2/6 on each full 
sized Otter. I will take immediate measures in this matter 
and employ Mr. Forbes our occasional agent in Calefornia to 
procure a license in his own name, with the views above 
stated, offering a fair compensation for the service: if he 
succeeds we can act upon it, whenever convenient, which 
may perhaps be the case next year, on return of our Ships 
from Stikine. 

To carry on this business to the greatest advantage, the 
annual ship from England should be here as early in the 
season as possible, at latest by the end of April. Our country 
vessel might be then, immediately dispatched with the Coast 
supplies, receive a gang of hunters at Fort Simpson, and 
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proceed with them, to the southward on the proposed voyage. 
We would now have to provide for the transport from the 
Posts on the Coast which might be effected by employing the 
Steam Vessel, in August when trade is dull, to carry the furs 
of the season to Frasers River, where the Cadboro could meet 
her, and bring them on to this place, before the departure of 
the annual ship for England. 

If the part of the enterprise just detailed be successfully 
attempted, our business in Calefornia, might be further 
profitably extended, providing always the Government chuses 
to sanction, as a preliminary step, the formation of a trading 
Post at the eastern extremity of San Francisco Bay. ane 
Settlements of Upper Calefornia are thinly scattered along the 
coast leaving the interior country an uninhabited waste, 
almost unknown except to our own hunting parties, who find 
therein abundance of Beaver and we learn from Indian reports, 
that a District of Country equally valuable extends to a great 
distance beyond our range. In the present state of our 
relations with Calefornia, our people never think themselves 
secure, and hunt by stealth spending much of their time in 
unavoidable inaction, and travelling backwards and forwards 
to the Columbia for supplies. The right of free chace would 
obviate all these evils: a small establishment might be formed 
in some convenient place as a supply Depot, the number of 
hunters increased and easily provided with every necessary. 
Under these circumstances I would guarantee, for some 
years, a return of 4000 Beaver and Otter skins annually, at 
less expense than they are obtained in many parts of this 
District. The Sea Otter vessel on her outward and return 
cruize might perform the transport of goods and furs without 
inconvenience or much sacrifice of time. I have again and 
again considered the merits of this scheme and can discover no 
obstacle to its execution on our part; it would cause very little 
additional expense in the outset, being in fact nothing more 
than a new arrangement of our present means: and I am 
altogether so fully satisfied of its manifest advantages, that as 
a private individual I would not demur a moment in 
adventuring my own funds upon the chances it offers. These 
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prospects are however all contingent on the possession of a 
permit securing to us the right of hunting upon the shores and 
territories of the Republic. I will use every exertion to procure 
one, through the means in our power; but my hopes of 
ultimately succeeding, with these, are not sanguine; I would 
however be confident of the result were your Honors to take 
the cause in hand, and urge the matter, strongly, on the General 
Mexican Government. 

5. A Report on the mutiny of the Beaver’s Crew in 1838, 
containing all the information I could collect upon the subject, 
was forwarded last year by return of the Barque Co/umbia, and 
at the same time three of the leading mutineers were sent 
home. I now transmit a duplicate of that report, and further 
at your request, the depositions of William McNeill Master, 
John Kennedy Surgeon, and Peter Duncan Carpenter, all in 
the Companys service, together with a list of the most active 
offenders: but several of these having left the service, and the 
others, who returned to duty, being virtually pardoned, your 
design of proceeding legally against them will be thereby 
frustrated. The Engineers, however, whose conduct entitles 
them to no indulgence are still attachable; they are more 
culpable and, in strict justice, merit severer treatment than 
either seamen or stokers, as their influence alone prevented 
the mutiny from being crushed on its first appearance. I have 
made very particular inquiries into Mr. Scarborough’s conduct, 
and amidst the amount of random assertion, and unfavourable 
surmise, I find no shadow of proof against him: while the 
evidence of William Burris now forwarded, refutes the charge 
of pretended concert with the Crew, and directly acquits him 
of being, at any time, accessory to the mutiny. Under 
these circumstances he remains in the service, being a 
quiet inoffensive man, a good sailor, and careful steady 
Officer. 

6. In the 21st Paragraph it is stated that “‘ naval and other 
small stores calculated for 30 months, have been shipped, as 
cargo, to be issued as you may find necessary ”. The purpose 
herein expressed was, I suppose, altered, as these stores were 
not landed here, neither was an account of them received, 


APPENDIX A 209 


which would however be useful in regulating our supplies to 
these vessels, and might also enable us to check improper or 
wasteful expenditure. 

7. In reference to the pending Contract with the Russio 
American Company, I shall use every effort to meet your 
views. We are now in course of preparation for the demand 
for 1840, amounting to 4000 Bushels Wheat, which can be 
_ spared without over-straining our own resources: but I am, 
by no means, so confident about the supply for 1841. The 
demand for that year, goes so immeasurably beyond every 
example of the past, while we remain with means not more 
than equal, the same certain and contingent difficulties to 
combat, and the no less doubtful chances of weather and 
seasons, that it would be almost presumptuous, on my part, to 
indulge in flattering and perhaps delusive predictions. All 
that can be done is to employ heart and hand in skilful, 
persevering efforts to promote the attempt, and you will 
observe by the Outline of proceedings, given in the 19th 
Paragraph of this letter that such a course has been steadily 
pursued. 

8. Every exertion will be made to add form and substance, 
to the splendid scheme,! developed in your Dispatch under 


1A. 6/24, fos. 172—5, Governor and Committee to Douglas, October 31, 
1838, private and confidential. The “ splendid scheme ” mentioned by Douglas, 
referred to the plans made by the Governor and Committee to establish “a 
Trading Post [to be named Fort Durham] within the British Territories on the 
Stikine River in the summer of 1840”. Douglas was instructed to prepare for 
an expedition consisting of three vessels and one hundred men independent of 
ships’ crews and commanding officers. It was to be under the direction of 
William Glen Rae. It was not expected that the Russians would obstruct the 
expedition as the Court at St. Petersburgh had “ disavowed the acts of their 
Authorities on the North West Coast in the year 1834 [see H.B.8., IV, 134-5, 
317-22], and the construction then put on the terms of the Treaty of 1825 ”, 
but the Governor and Committee stated that: ‘‘ For various reasons we are 
desirous that our intention of establishing Stikine, should be kept a profound 
secret, and be known to no one but yourself and the commander of the expedition, 
until after it has sailed from the Columbia River, as if it obtains publicity, the 
Russians and the Indians under their influence may concert measures to frustrate 
our plans, and the service being unpopular, we may moreover have difficulty 
with our own people in making your preparations, therefore it may be advisable 

ro) 
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‘‘ private’ cover, and no arrangements dependent on this 
place, whether in connection with the shipping or land service, 
will be permitted to languish through oversight or neglect. 
From our success this summer in collecting provisions, we can 
spare a years supply, for a hundred men without inconvenience: 
measures have been also taken to provide our quota of 0 men 
from the Sandwich Islands; the irons, tools, and building 
implements of Country manufacture are nearly all made; the 
vessels will please God be in readiness to move on the arrival 
of the annual ship in spring, and in one word, we will, as far 
as possible, do all that is expected from us towards ensuring 
the success of this enterprise, and providing we receive the 
promised number of recruits from YFactory, it will be 
unnecessary to draw off the Fort McLoughlin men; an 
alternative that, in our present circumstances, I will resort to, 
only in the last necessity. 

g. Having now touched upon every point of your Dispatch 
requiring specific reply, except one or two to be hereafter 
noticed, I will only further assure you of my earnest desire to 
co-operate zealously with the views therein disclosed, and 
proceed to other matters. 

10. The Barque Vancouver arrived here on the 15th May, 
and delivered an excellent cargo. The stock Sheep, with an 
increase of four lambs, were landed in remarkably fine 
condition, as well as the sheep Dogs; the whole consignment 
being in a state creditable to Captain Duncan. The Vancouver 
made this River in 5 months and 24 days, the quickest passage 
from England on record. In a severe gale off Cape Horn her 
bulwarks were stove, and she lost a quarter Boat; the latter, 
we replaced by a new one built here, repaired the other 
damages, proceeded to fill her up with wood and fish, and, on 
the 22d June, dispatched her with the same, for the Sandwich 
Islands, from whence she has just returned. As the Vancouver 


to let it be understood that the object is to establish a Post on Vancouver’s Island 
or some other part of the Coast.” The agreement with the Russians of February 
6, 1839 (see p. 25, n. 3 and p. 27, n. 1), caused these plans to be changed. 
Douglas took over the Russian post (Point Highfield) on Stikine River, and the 
new post he established at Taku was named Fort Durham. See p. 23, notes 2. 
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remains for Country service, it is my intention to consign her 
to Mr. Pelly with another cargo of produce as soon as it can be 
got ready for shipment, which may occur about the first week 
in November. 

11. The arrival of the Southern Party at this place with 
their furs, (as hereafter related), having superseded the intended 
voyage of the Cadboro to Trinadad Bay, we proceeded to carry 
into effect the other objects stated in my letter, of sth March 
last to the Governor and Council, which were fortunately also 
the best suited to the exigences of the moment. Our exertions 
were quickened by an alarm brought, through a respectable 
channel, from the Sandwich Islands, of an American Vessel 
that was there, in preparation for a sweeping cruize through 
the Straits of De Fuca. As it is always of importance to 
anticipate such attempts, and clear the market of furs, I lost 
no time in hurrying the Cadboro off to that quarter, with 
instructions to follow up, watch and harass any intruder found 
there; in addition to this service she carried out supplies for 
the Posts of Nisqually and Langley, and was, moreover, to 
bring their furs, on her return. This voyage terminated on the 
21st August no vessel except our own, had entered the Straits 
and the report which caused the alarm was either utterly false, 
or circumstances prevented its accomplishment. Your wishes 
with respect to the future disposal of the Cadboro will 
be followed; she is perfectly sound below the Copper, and 
with new decks will be sea worthy for many years to come. 
Should it hereafter be desirable to part with her, she may, I 
think, be sold to advantage on the Mexican Coast. 

12. When I addressed the Governor and Council in March 
last, the Nereide was absent on a voyage to the Sandwich 
Islands, which was closed by her safe return to this place on 
the sth April. As it was necessary to wait the arrival of the 
London ship before completing the Coast arrangements, I 
made use of the interval to put the Nereide in thorough order. 
She was accordingly stripped, fitted with excellent composition 
Rudder Pintles, cast for her at Honolulu, a variety of wood and 
iron repairs effected, carefully caulked painted and made, in 
every respect, as sufficient as possible to battle with the rude 
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elements. By the 30th May, she was ready for sea, and sailed 
with the Fort Simpson Outfit, where I was most anxious she 
should arrive as early as possible, to take part in the expected 
contest with the American vessel, whose arrival on the coast is 
mentioned in another part of this letter. Detained, however, 
by contrary winds she did not gain her Port until the 24th 
July, left it with the returns on the 16th August, and arrived 
here safely on the 12th September. This closes the history of 
her proceedings for the season and according to your directions 
she is now preparing to take in the furs for England, having 
been found on a careful and minute survey, “ stanch strong 
and fit for a voyage to any part of the world”. 

13. I am sorry that my present report of the Fort Simpson 
trade, must be less favourable than that of last or even the 
preceding year, various causes having conspired to affect the 
prosperity of that Post, and to produce a depression, of which 
we cannot yet perceive the close. The visits of the Stikine 
Tribes, who generally bring a considerable quantity of fur 
were neither so frequent nor productive as in former years: 
the Kygarny Indians also kept aloof for a time, through dread 
of punishment, for the cruel murder of the unfortunate John 
Bancroft, late owner of our former Brig Lama, by a party of 
their countrymen; and an unfortunate quarrel engaged the 
natives of Fort Simpson, in war, with the Queen Charlotte’s 
Islanders, which engrossed the energies of both parties and, 
in a great measure, diverted their attention from other pursuits; 
the crowning evil, however, was the presence, of an American 
Vessel, the Thomas Perkins, Varney Master, Snow Supercargo, 
that arrived in the beginning of August, too late in the season 
to do her owners much good; but her very presence added 
indiscribably to the difficulties and expenses of trade, without 
diminishing, to any extent its amount, the decrease therefore 
arises almost entirely from the other causes before mentioned. 
When the American arrived at Fort Simpson both the 
Nereide and Steam Vessel were fortunately there in harbour, 
and very few skins afloat, so that had the direction of his 
movements been in our hands, we could not have chosen a 
better time for his appearance: he was most vigourously 
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opposed in the fur market, and, we think, his trade fell short of 
50 Beavers, bought at an enormous price. Guns exact 
counterfeits of our own, even to the makers name Barnett 
being inscribed upon them, went for a Beaver each, two good 

+ Pt. Blankets at the same price, and other goods 
proportionably low. This game was kept up for three weeks, 
when our American friend who perhaps had not intended to 
stay longer, took in a gang of hunters and sailed for Calefornia 
with the view of embarking in the Sea Otter business: he will 
return to the coast, with these Indians in course of the autumn 
or winter, and if the present hunt proves successful, I fear his 
annoying visits will be repeated. 

From all the information I have been able to glean, it 
appears that the above vessel and another the Foseph Peabody 
were consigned by the house of Fanshaw & Fry, of New York, 
to Captain Dominis, now residing, I believe, as their agent, 
at the Sandwich Islands. That person proceeded in the 
Foseph Peabody, with a cargo to Kamtschtka, and the Thomas 
Perkins to Sitika with a contract freight for the Russian 
American Compy. from whence she ran direct to Fort 
Simpson. Dominis was expected to touch there, on his way 
south from Kamtschatka, probably to ascertain the state of 
trade preparatory, to engaging in some novel project: perhaps 
that of combining the Sea Otter hunt and Indian trade, from 
which, he may expect to strike out a lucrative business. Their 
reception this year at Fort Simpson, added to the imposing 
means assembled there, must I think dispel all hopes of gain, 
from attempts in that quarter; but we have yet to learn the 
result of the Otter hunt, which will more or less influence their 
further proceedings. 

14. At Fort McLoughlin, business has on the whole 
improved since last year; the Natives being at peace among 
themselves and with their neighbours, have used as much 
exertion as is consistent with their all but invincible habits of 
indolence. In the 14th Paragraph of your last Dispatch, you 
request my opinion on the expediency of abandoning this 
Post, I beg in reply to submit my view of the subject. When 
free of opposition, the Steam Vessel alone, unaided by any 
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establishment south of Fort Simpson, is undoubtedly quite 
adequate to the management of the coast trade north of 
Johnston’s Straits, even were it more extensive than at present: 
but, on the other hand, with opposition at our door, and having 
perhaps more than one ship to deal with, she could not alone 
maintain a strict guard over every point. Neither can, a Steam 
Vessel of the Beaver’s size closely follow the movements of a 
ship under sail, as the latter may elude her through a variety of 
means; we have therefore adopted a new system of tactics and 
instead of pursuing, we take the lead of opposition, which our 
knowledge of the trade enables us to do with advantage. Now 
supposing, for a moment, Fort Simpson to be the only Post 
retained, and Milbank Sound thrown into the Steam Vessels 
circuit, a visit to the trading harbours, included in these limits, 
extending from Nass to Vancouver’s Island, would not occupy 
less than fourteen days; thus, it is clear, that each harbour in 
succession would remain unprotected, about twelve consecutive 
days, leaving the market, during that time, at the mercy of 
opposition. The Indians, however, when fully assured of the 
regularity of these periodical visits, might possibly hold up 
their furs, until the Beavers return in the hope of obtaining 
higher prices; but the chances would be altogether against us, 
as by the smallest advance on the market price, the opposition 
would secure every skin. There is also a contingent objection, 
which should not be overlooked: Steam vessels are exposed to 
many accidents and should any misfortune prevent the Beaver 
from running, the consequences, would be fatal to our interests. 
For the reasons here stated, added to the actual prospect of 
opposition, and the projected extension of our settlements to 
the Northward, which, for a time, will give full occupation to 
our Naval force, I strongly recommend that Fort McLoughlin 
be maintained, my opinion being that we cannot at present, 
abandon it with safety to the trade, and therefore I will take no 
measures towards that object until further directed. 

rs. The Steam Vessel has been kept, im Sacuve 
employment all summer, and traded about the same quantity 
of furs as last year. During the intervals of trade, Captain 
McNeill found time to visit “ Butes”’, “ Knights”, and 
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Rivers Canals, the two former in Johnston’s Straits and the 
latter north of Queen Charlottes Sound, about Lat. 51 24. 
The land on both sides has a very desolate appearance; he 
describes it as consisting of almost unbroken chains of rocky 
precipitous mountains, whose loftiest snow capped summits 
feed innumerable streams of water that rush over their 
declivities into the quiet strait beneath; this discription 
coincides with the character of the Coast generally and marks 
a country unfavourable for the resort of Beaver. Nevertheless 
at the extremity of each canal he found a River discharging 
into it, reported to contain Beaver: but whether abundant or 
not, there was no means of ascertaining: we know however 
that the Indians of Vancouvers Island go frequently, on trading 
excursions to these places. Nota single Indian was found in 
Butes Canal, the population having been destroyed to a man 
by the murderous “ You-cul-taws ”, who are deservedly the 
terror of the surrounding tribes. This is all the information I 
have been able to collect from private sources respecting this 
survey; of the population, prospects of trade and other 
interesting points, I am consequently unable to form any 
opinion until the arrival of Chief Trader Works report, in the 
autumn. About 100 tons of Coal were purchased from the 
Indians at the Coal veins on Vancouvers Island. They were 
brought here in the Nereide on trial, and have not given 
satisfaction, as our Blacksmiths cannot use them. These have 
evidently been taken from the surface being slaty and 
incombustible; but good coals might doubtless be obtained 
from the inferior layers was there an object to be gained 
adequate to the heavy expense of mining: until that time 
arrives we must continue to trust to England for our supplies. 
The Steam Vessel is in the highest order, her boilers are 
wearing, but the engine does not seem at all impaired by use, 
and works with the same ease and power, as when first set in 
motion. 

16. The Outfit of Fort Langley for 1839, was forwarded 
by the Cadboro, and landed there in June; the several branches 
of business carried on at this Post continue in a flourishing 
state except the fur trade, which all Mr. Yale’s efforts have not 


216 APPENDIXATA 


succeeded in restoring to its former standard of prosperity, 
there is nevertheless a slight advance, and the prospect of still 
further improvement, arising however, solely from increased 
production on the part of the Fort Indians who have been 
literally dunned into something like exertion; limited as this 
resource may be found, it is the only one left, whereby we 
may, in some measure, repair the diversion of trade from this 
Post, produced by extending the Steam Vessel’s range into 
Johnston’s Straits: in all such cases particular branches will be 
unavoidably, more or less, exposed to sacrifice, although the 
general result is proportionably increased in value. We have 
abandoned the old Langley establishment which was in a 
delapidated state, as well as inconvenient in some respects for 
the business, and removed all the effects, into a new fort built 
a few miles higher up on the banks of Fraser’s River, the 
stockades of which, four block houses, and nearly all the 
necessary buildings are now erected. It is fully as convenient 
for the fur and Salmon trade, as the former site and, moreover, 
possesses the important and desirable advantage of being much 
nearer the farm. 

By our latest dates of 21st July, the Salmon fishery was 
yeilding abundantly, and the crops looked remarkably well, 
the season having been in that quarter rather favourable. I 
may be permitted to mention here as a matter likely to interest 
the friends of our native population and all who desire to trace 
the first dawn and early progress of civilization, that the 
Cowegins around Fort Langley, influenced by the Council 
and example of the Fort, are beginning to cultivate the soil, 
many of them having with great perseverance and industry 
cleared patches of forrest land of sufficient extent to plant each 
10 Bushels of Potatoes; the same spirit of enterprise extends, 
though less generally to the Gulf of Georgia and De Fuca’s 
Straits, where the very novel sight of flourishing fields of 
potatoes satisfies our Missionary visitors, that the Honble. 
Company neither oppose, nor feel indifferent to the march of 
improvement. 

17. We have been pursuing at Fort Nisqually the identical 
line of policy traced out in my report of last year; that is to 
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say, in general terms, maintaining peace and confirming the 
industry of the Natives; and the increasing prosperity of the 
business, shows that our exertions have not been fruitless. Mr. 
Kittson’s last letter of 11th Septr. states that the trade was then 
doing well, keeping, as it has done, since the beginning of the 
year considerably in advance of last Outfit. He has also been 
more successful than usual in farming: all former attempts in 
this way were in a measure defeated, through the unproductive 
character of the soil, which is hardly fit for tillage, in its natural 
state, the produce having been seldom found to exceed two to 
one of seed: This year Mr. Kittson contrived to manure a 
small wheat field, and was rewarded with a crop of 250 
Bushels, a result attesting the capabilities of the soil when 
materials for enriching it are within reach. I mention this 
circumstance because it is not generally supposed that provisions 
to maintain a large establishment of people could be raised 
at this Post, and because it may have reference to future 
plans, should it ever become desirable to extend our timber 
transactions, by improving the natural advantages of the 
country which as it were, invite such views. Within.16 miles 
of Fort Nisqually there is a good mill seat, on the Chite River 
at a distance of only four miles from Pugets Sound, with a 
clear open passage into it and abundance of fine timber in the 
vicinity. As such a place will be of great value hereafter, I 
have taken possession of it in the Company’s name so that we 
may turn it to account or not, according to your wishes, and 
the future circumstances of the country. 

We sent Seventy head of Cattle to this place in August last, 
and if they keep well in winter, we shall continue, from time to 
time, as means permit, tosend more. The sheep are doing as 
well as expected, the increase of last spring being 174 lambs. 

18. I will next proceed to notice the movements of the 
Southern Trappers, led by Mr. Laframboise, whom it was our 
intention, as I informed your Honors in my last letter, to 
equip for the hunt of Outfit 1839, at Trinadad Bay; we were 
however prevented from following out this plan, by the arrival 
of intelligence early in spring, that Mr. Laframboise was in 
route to the Columbia with the entire party, in consequence of 
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various unpleasant accidents, which rendered a more protracted 
stay in the vicinity of the Mexican settlements imprudent. 
They accordingly arrived here in June with excellent hunts, 
and their furs in the highest order. Although greatly 
displeased with Laframboise for departing so widely from the 
letter of his instructions, yet when informed of the 
circumstances of peculiar difficulty in which he had become 
involved, their depressing effect upon his mind, and 
considering that we had sustained no actual loss, nor even 
been exposed to any serious derangement, his conduct 
appeared in a very excusable light. From his report he was 
kept during last winter in a state of constant alarm by the 
enmity of General Vallijo the commander of the Mexican 
frontier, who repeatedly ordered him to leave the country 
under penalty of seizure; his people were moreover beset with 
a host of petty traders who by many tempting allurements 
sought to swindle them of their furs, and to crown his 
difficulties, there was no retiring from the spot then occupied, 
without sacrificing the winters hunt. In this distressed state, 
he was imprudently induced to enter into engagements with his 
Excellency Juan B. Alvarado, the Governor General, binding 
himself, in behalf of Calefornia to chastise the hostile frontier 
Indians, who commit incessant depredations on the peaceful 
inhabitants of the country. This circumstance produced the 
desired effect, a respite from annoyance on the part of the 
authorities, and, I am firmly of opinion that the party might 
have prolonged its stay without the slightest danger: 
Laframboise has been, however, so completely scared, that he 
thought only of escape, and took to flight, on his return the 
moment the roads became passable in spring. This closed the 
campaign of 1838, with very fair returns, but still most 
oppositely to my wishes, which are averse to permanent 
withdrawal from the Buonaventura, while it continues to afford 
profitable employment, and I may state as a proof that its 
resources are not seriously impaired the favourable report of a 
detachment of 8 men, pushed forward, from the main body, last 
winter, on discovery, to nearly 200 miles south of our present 
range, who found the Indian population generally friendly, 
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and near the close of their outward journey, abundance of 
Beaver, appearing from the eagerness it sought the bait never 
to have been hunted. Notwithstanding the difficulties of the 
past year, I see no sufficient cause to induce us to relinquish 
our pursuits in the Buonaventura, the capricious enmity of 
General Vallijo, arises I suspect entirely from selfish views, at 
least we may presume that it rests on no grounds affecting 
public interests as His Excellency the Governor General’s 
letter to Mr. Laframboise accepting his proffered aid, in 
putting a stop to Indian depredations, is exceedingly friendly, 
and expressive certainly, of no desire that our visits, to the 
confines of his jurisdiction should cease. In fact to suppose 
him blind to the advantage of having a respectable body of 
whites, well disposed towards the existing Government, mixing 
with and exerting a salutary influence over the disaffected 
Indian Tribes, and in a measure preventing their merciless 
inroads, would be to suppose him ignorant of or indifferent to 
the best interests of his country. 

I fear indeed that his views have taken another direction, 
and that he expects, not merely, the return of our people, but 
their return in the character of auxiliaries, to take the leading 
part in his Indian wars. All things considered I determined to 
maintain the Party, and to employ them on the same ground, 
under command of Mr. Laframboise assisted by Mr. Joseph 
McLoughlin a young man of determined character, with 33 
engaged trappers and Indians, forming a well appointed party 
of 35 persons. They were dispatched on the 20th July, when 
the horses of the expedition were sufficiently recruited to 
attempt the journey, and will proceed direct into the Valley of 
the Buonaventura, make a brief stay at Dumais River to collect 
winter provisions, then push forward along the east bank of 
Smith’s River, beyond which, are situated our last discoveries, 
and they will hunt there for the season. They are instructed to 
keep as far from the Coast as possible, in order, to avoid 
intercourse with the Settlements; to conciliate the amity of 
the Indian population and to exert the influence they may so 
acquire in advocating the cause of our Spanish allies; but, in 
no case, are they to identify our interests with theirs, by 
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resorting to violent measures. In the event of unavoidable 
communication with Calefornia, I addressed a note to the 
Governor General for the purpose of disavowing such parts of 
Laframboise’s engagements as would necessarily place us in 
collision with the Natives, on the principle, that he was not 
authorized to form engagements of any kind, and least of all 
such as would inevitably involve us in difficulties with our own 
government; and also to assure him of our anxiety to effect, 
by other means, the pacification of the country which 1s 
evidently the main object of the treaty. 

I have received satisfactory advices of Mr. Laframboise’s 
progress to Rogues River, from whence I regret that Mr. 
Joseph McLoughlin was obliged to return, in consequence of 
a severe pulmonary attack, accompanied by a discharge of 
blood through the mouth, from which he is now partially 
recovered; this misfortune has weakened the effective strength 
of the Expedition but Laframboise must do his best alone, as 
it is impossible to reinforce him for this season. 

19. The intentions expressed in my letter of March, with 
respect to the Cowelitz Farm, were closely followed out. The 
chief and all engrossing object to which our attention was 
called, being the production of the greatest possible quantity 
of grain, during the present year, every local improvement, 
unconnected with agriculture, was suspended on the earliest 
approach of spring, and we turned with undivided means to 
the plough and harrow, breaking up and smoothing the tough 
surface of the plain until the arrival of summer necessarily 
brought these operations to a close, when we had about 230 
acres under seed. The tillage notwithstanding our utmost 
exertions was imperfect; it being absolutely beyond our 
power, to destroy the sward by any possible mechanical means, 
and our fields presented a rough unseemly appearance to the 
last. This circumstance caused the less pain, as the case was 
unavoidable, and we know from frequent trials that new land, 
never yields so well as that which has been repeatedly cropped. 
Being thus assured that there was no prospect of a good crop 
unless, as experience has shown, we enjoyed a moist summer, 
I felt, equally anxious by extending our cultivation through the 
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utmost exertion of our means, to seize that chance should it 
happen, and if not, to secure, at least, the important advantage 
of having a considerable extent of land, in course of preparation 
for next year, when the turf, through the natural process of 
decay, will, in a great measure, be converted into soil, and the 
land mellowed to a degree that appears indispensable for the 
growth of weighty crops. 

Seed time being over, and our fields lying open and exposed, 
they were next all encircled by substantial wooden fences, and 
afterwards we resumed the plough, with seven double teams 
having each a ploughman and driver, making in all 14 hands to 
fallow land for next year, in accordance with the plan I have 
now in view, of sowing 710 acres for the crop of 1840. I 
expected in course of the present summer to accomplish, the 
breaking up of about 480 acres to form with the 230 already 
under tillage, the extent above mentioned: but we fell short 
of our aim, and have fallowed since seed time only 320 acres, 
in consequence of the uncommon heat and dryness of summer 
which exhausting the soil of moisture, hardened it to a degree 
almost impervious to the plough. The same cause was 
productive of fatal injury to the new land crops, which were 
very inferior; but housed in fine condition. 

This has been a year of trial at the Cowelitz, abounding in 
difficulties, amidst which the Gentleman in charge (Chief 
Trader Tod) has done all that could be expected; but we have 
now made good our footing and things will I hope go on more 
smoothly in future. To the two buildings of 40x 30 feet, 
alluded to in my last letter, we have, this summer added a 
spacious barn; a great extent of enclosure is made, and there is 
550 acres of land actually under tillage; we have also, a 
number of working oxen, and 40 horses broke to the Collar. 
It is my intention to sow 200 acres with wheat this autumn 
and 250 acres more in spring, together with about 260 acres 
of other grain and esculents. We will be dreadfully perplexed 
about the means of securing this immense crop without heavy 
loss; but the trial shall notwithstanding be made, and perhaps 
we may be relieved from embarrassment by chance succour, 
or by the assistance of Indians, who though lazy, unskilful 
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workmen, requiring also very cautious and particular 
management, may be brought to lend their aid. 

20. The Brigade conducted by Chief Factors Ogden and 
Black arrived at this place, on the 3d and by the 22d June 
departed on their return into the Interior. The descent and 
return voyage were I am happy to report accomplished without 
accident. 

No advices, either favourable or the reverse, have been 
received from Thompsons River or New Caledonia Districts, 
since the month of July; from Fort Colvile I have letters of the 
1st August. Business was then going on in the usual quiet 
way, and Mr. Chief Trader McDonald, about commencing 
his harvest, which he states to be the most unpromising ever 
reaped at Colvile, in fact with the exception of some of the 
wheat he pronounces the crop to be a complete failure. The 
cause assigned for this mischance is that generally complained 
of, the remarkable drought of the season. Mr. McDonald 
also mentions the arrival of the locust or some insect akin to it, 
in form and destructive qualities, as he states ‘‘ even worse 
than those of old at Red River, devouring every thing about 
us’. Iam happy that no traces of them have been seen in any 
other part of the District. 

21. The Crops of this place, notwithstanding the 
unfavourable character of the season, have been abundant, a 
result which I ascribe, in some measure, to their being sown 
very early in spring, and having taken strong and vigourous 
root before the drought commenced. We were fortunate also 
in regard to the River, which did not rise above its banks; 
our fields consequently escaped distruction and we had the 
satisfaction uncommon here, of reaping, all that we had sown. 
Every acre of land about the place that could bear cropping 
was put under seed, and with room, more could have been 
done, but we are here unfortunately situated with respect to 
farming, being hemmed in by the River on one side, and on 
the other by the matted forest, it is a dreadful labour to 
displace and cultivate any extent of the latter, while 
encroachments on the former are apt to be very 
uncerimoneously resumed. We have, this year, succeeded in 
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clearing about 10 acres of oak land and have given it the first 
furrow, with the view of its being under crop next year; the 
farm otherwise remains unextended, as its present limits 
include every spot, of any value, in this neighbourhood. I had 
the vicinity of the River above and below the settlement 
narrowly examined, in search of convenient places for tillage; 
but our efforts proved fruitless, none among the many rich 
_aluvial plains visited being found secure from inundation, and 
the more elevated country is thickly wooded and cannot be 
cleared without a degree of labour and expense altogether 
beyond our means; we must therefore unless future discoveries 
be made nearer home, keep extending our fields at the 
Cowelitz. We commenced sowing winter wheat on the Ist 
Inst. intending if possible to cover about 100 acres now, and 
as much as we can in spring. Our Cattle appear in a healthy 
thriving state, they are however, with the exception of the 
milch cows, becoming unapproachably wild. The increase of 
our flocks and herds generally for spring 1839 consists of 225 
Calves, 284 Lambs, 300 Pigs and 47 Colts. The Stock sheep 
received from England keep in fine condition, and will be of 
lasting benefit to the Country; in order to preserve the 
different breeds distinct, the ewes are separated into three 
flocks, each attended by two of the English rams, and will 
remain so until winter, when the ewes distinguished by 
different marks will be reunited into one flock, apart from the 
rams, with the view of diminishing the expense of keep, and 
the dangers arising from the neglect of careless herdsmen. 
The sheep dogs are very useful; Gether unfortunately died 
shortly after arrival from the effects of distemper; but Bell 
having now a numerous progeny, the stock is in a manner 
secure. | 

The Saw Mill is working at a fair rate, and I have no doubt 
will handsomely cover expenses. We have this summer 
shipped 130 M. feet of sawn wood to the Sandwich Islands, 
and another consignment is now preparing for Market. 

In reference to the local works in progress at the date of my 
letter of March, the new River Craft of 40 tons has been 
afloat since the end of March; the flour Mill was finished 
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late in May, and works exceedingly well, doing, when fully 
supplied with water, at the rate of 80 to 100 Bushels in 24 
hours; we have since harvest completed the new Granary, 
which may contain about 18 thousand Bushels of Grain and 
lastly we have renewed 350 yards of the Fort stockade. 
Other improvements are becoming daily more necessary, in 
consequence of the age and decaying state of the buildings, to 
which we will give attention as means permit. We are now 
making a moveable thrashing machine, on the excellent model 
sent us this year by the Vancouver. 

At this moment and for the last month, we have been so 
severely afflicted by the prevailing fevers of the Country as to 
render it a matter of difficulty to carry on our work. A fourth 
or upwards of our effective force, are now in hospital, and 
fresh cases appearing every day. It is however consolatory 
that this disease has hitherto yielded readily to treatment and 
that but one instance of mortality on the 2d Inst. has occurred 
among the Company’s servants. 

The Indian affairs of this place Fort George and the 
Umpqua Post are going on prosperously, the natives being 
quiet and well disposed, the fur returns in advance of last 
year, and other matters generally wearing an aspect of 
encouragement; in fact, if not assailed by opposition, we have 
great reason, from the present state and prospects of business, 
to anticipate here, a favourable close to the current Outfit; 
should the reverse unfortunately happen, the failure will 
proceed from no deficiency of exertion on our part. 

22. Our people from the Snake District arrived on the Ist 
Inst. with the best returns made there since our late occupation 
of the Country, a substantial and most satisfactory test of 
improvement. The establishment of servants in this District, 
is now reduced as far as circumstances will admit, while the 
transport business is conducted on a regular and less expensive 
system; on these points we cannot carry reduction much 
further, as there is some prospect of an accession of trade 
which may render it necessary to increase the outfit and means 
of transport. 

Mr. Ermatinger with a few men rode out to the American 
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rendezvous at Green River (the Colorado of Mexico) and 
ascertained that their collective muster of furs amounted to 
28 packs weighing 2240 pounds. Mr. Dripps the chief resident 
partner of the American Company, while hunting last winter 
with a strong party, on the east side of the mountains sustained 
very severe losses in traps and horses; the latter having been 
driven off by successive bands of marauding Blackfeet and the 
traps swept away by a rush of water from the mountains. 
These misfortunes leaving the party destitute of effective 
appointments, paralized their efforts, and prevented them 
from hunting a rich country south of the Missouri, which was 
one of the principal objects they had in view. Mr. Dripps 
intended to accompany his furs to St. Louis and appeared 
uncertain whether he could return to continue the business or 
not, but he promised to send an agent early in winter, with the 
decision of himself and partners on the subject. 

These proceedings indicate an approaching change in 
Mountain affairs, which will alter our position there, and 
naturally leads us to enquire how that change will affect our 
interests. Should the American traders actually withdraw, 
the Country virtually falls into our keeping, and the white 
population being without other resource, must of necessity 
look to us for supplies an event in my opinion neither desirable 
nor likely to be of advantage, as furs are scarce and the 
country no longer capable of supporting a numerous body of 
hunters. These men may not however feel disposed to leave 
it, and in that case there will be no alternative left us, between 
furnishing them with supplies on the security they can offer, or 
incurring the greater risk of exciting them to crime and 
plunder. I would therefore propose, in the event of affairs 
taking this turn, that these trappers be formed into parties 
under their own leaders and pushed, in Boats, down the Rio 
Colorado where they might have opportunities of benefiting 
both themselves & the Company, as it abounds with Beaver, 
particularly near its discharge into the Gulf of Calefornia. 
This speculation in the hands of honest men, would certainly 
succeed and not cause a heavier outlay than by keeping them 
in the Snake Country where they will always be more or less 
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an annoyance: the plan is, of course, merely proposed for 
consideration and we may never be called upon to adopt it. 

The difficulty of procuring provisions, is, in many parts of 
the Snake Country very great, a circumstance that led us to 
send in two ploughs with the view of raising grain for food, 
but the attempt failed in consequence of the excessive dryness 
of summer, we however intend to continue the experiment and 
look for better success next year. A sufficient winter stock of 
fish has been collected at Fort Boisé, but the case is different at 
Fort Hall where they are living from hand to mouth. Before 
closing this subject, permit me to state in justice to Mr. 
Ermatinger that his zeal, activity, implicit attention to orders 
and general management of a difficult charge merit the 
warmest commendations. 

23. The population of the Wallamatte has during the 
summer been increased by an accession of 15 American 
subjects, from the Rocky Mountain Trapping Parties. The 
attention of the United States Public having been lately much 
attracted to this country by the overcharged pictures of its 
fertility and commercial importance transmitted through a 
variety of channels, but chiefly emanating from the 
Missionary Stations, we may confidently expect that the tide 
of emigration will soon flow into this quarter either with or 
without the sanction of government. A party of New York 
Citizens made the attempt this year but disbanded on the way 
and three only reached our interior Posts, in a state of extreme 
destitution, without a shilling in hand or in prospect: two of 
them are however men of zoze the one a lawyer, and the other a 
planter who proposes hereafter to furnish all the tobacco 
required by the Company. 

Two exploratory agents Mr. Johnstone & Geiger, employed 
by societies in New York & Missouri, arrived here lately, by 
the overland route, in search of a favourable settlement for one 
or two hundred persons. The Wallamatte does not answer 
their views, and their hopes now point towards Calefornia, 
where they intend to proceed by the first opportunity, either 
by land or water; from whence they will return by the Santa ~ 
Fe route to the United States. 
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A new order of Missionaries styled ‘‘ Self Supporters”’, have 
also arrived, to bewilder our poor Indians, already perplexed 
beyond measure, by the number and variety of their instructors. 

Many persons are expected overland next year with the 
view of settling, and others are coming by sea, in the Mission 
Vessel which was to sail from New York in November, and 
will therefore arrive here in March or April next; a season to 
_ which I look forward with much anxiety. 

24. By last advices from the Sandwich Islands of 13th 
August, the lumber trade was reviving and prices had risen to 
5 and 54 Cents Per square foot. Salmon was going freely, by 
the Barrel, at 9 and 10 Dollars, while other produce looked 
equally well. The market was furnished with little lumber 
beyond our own imports, and Mr. Pelly had consequently 
effected sales within the last year to the amount of $16943% 
Dollars, having sold off nearly our entire stock with the 
exception of the consignment Per the Vancouver of June last, 
consisting of 130 M. feet of Deals. I expect good prices for 
the shipment of Wood and Salmon now preparing, which will 
provide the market and keep competition at bay, until we have 
another disposable vessel to carry a further supply. 

In compliance with your instructions we have directed Mr. 
Pelly to effect regular monthly sales by auction, moreover to 
enlarge, to the utmost, his transactions by the piece or in small 
lots, for cash or sound paper, and to discontinue entirely 
wholesale transactions at long credits, which are unsafe and at 
the same time opposed to our ultimate views of controuling the 
Sandwich Island market, as these purchasers do not export 
and having generally no means of their own, merely sell the 
lumber in retail and return us a part, while by our present 
plan we secure the full amount of proceeds. 

Mr. Pelly’s drafts on England will be limited in future to 
£300 Sterling, or the amount of his salary, and the funds in his 
possession are from time to time to be remitted, excepting a 
reserve of 1500 Dollars which he will retain in order to meet 
unavoidable & contingent expenses. 

25. Her Majesty’s surveying Ships the Su/phur and Starling 
visited this River and were employed in its survey from 16th 
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July to the 12th September. They have not made any 
discovery of importance, if we except a hitherto unexplored 
passage from Fort George leading through the south sands 
and uniting with the regular channel about a mile west of 
Cape Disappointment. It will be of advantage in some Cases. 
but the old passage is preferable and will be most generally 
followed. The Starling met with several accidents in this 
River, and on different occasions lost two rudders, which we 
furnished means to replace. We aided their professional 
researches to the utmost of our ability, at the same time 
Captain Belcher and Officers were entertained with the kind 
attention, pointed out to us in your instructions and by their 
own peculiar situation. 

26. The Nereide was dispatched on the 8th of this month 
to make the best of her way down the River, and would have 
sailed on the rst had it been possible to complete the necessary 
arrangements so soon. She has for cargo the collective furs 
of the season, 2435 lbs. sheeps wool, a few Casks of oil, 20 
Barrels of our best salmon cured for the London market with 
the head and Back bone, and a quantity of Vancouvers Island 
Coal as ballast. The utmost attention has been paid to her 
equipment, being provided with all manner of stores and 
liberally provisioned for 7 months. Her crew consists of 21 
Officers and men, that is two over the regular complement, 
which was increased in consequence of there being several 
ineffective men on board, and some others still suffering from 
the debilitating effects of fever. Mr. Brotchie, a deserving 
officer with whose conduct I am perfectly satisfied, is in 
command and Mr. Dodd, who bears a fair character is mate; 
both of these men are attached to the service and feel 
exceedingly anxious to return to this country by the next ship. 
We have retained 8 of her guns to arm the projected 
establishments on the Coast, leaving 2 on board with all the 
small arms, for defence of the vessel. A general inventory 
of her stores and provisions is forwarded among the other 
papers in the packet. 

I beg to draw your attention to an additional Requisition, 
with accompanying samples of goods, now forwarded, intended 
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to meet the demands of the Stikine establishment and the 
projected extension of trade from thence into the interior of 
the country. We also forward a copy of Mr. Pellys account 
from its first admission into our Books and a variety of other 
documents mentioned in the Packet List. 

28. We will not require a Millwright from England as 
Crate remains in the service and appears qualified to do our 

work. 
~ 29. Having thus briefly reviewed every department of the 
business, and recounted such portions of the past years history 
as appeared most condusive to the elucidation of our plans, 
prospects, and proceedings, I will now close this letter, in the 
hope that these will be favoured with your sanction and 
approval. 

I Remain 
Honble. Sirs 
Your most Obt. & very humble Servt. 
James Dovctas 


Cole 


Fort Vancouver 20th March 1840? 


From John McLoughlin 
To George Simpson Esqre. 
Bre OE OLOrC, 


Dear SIR, 

I left the Boat Encampment on the 3rd October and on 
the 4th met Mr. Fisher on his way across the mountains, at 
which I was surprised, as by the Minutes of Council he was 
only allowed to cross the mountains this spring, but he 
showed me a letter from you authorizing him to cross last fall. 


1 This letter is endorsed in W. Smith’s writing: “‘ Blanks] & W[allace] 
1 Case Specie £300.2. p. Vancouver for use of Botanists not noticed as being 
received or how applied.” 

2B. 223/b/26, fos. 1-sd. This duplicate letter is in a clerk’s writing. 
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2nd I arrived here on the 17th October and it affords me 
the utmost pleasure to inform you that I found every branch 
of the business of the place in the most correct order, & going 
on in the most prosperous manner, which reflects much credit 
on the judicious management and zealous conduct of Chief 
Trader Douglas. 

3rd On the 7th November Mr. Alexander Simpson and 
the remainder of my party whom I had left at the Boat 
Encampment, safely arrived at this place. 

4th On the 11th November the Vancouver, Captain Duncan 
with a cargo of deals and Salmon valued at $5508 cts. 32. 
sailed for Woahoo; in her went Mr. Alex. Simpson to see how 
business is going on there and to return here with her. 

sth On the 9th November Chief Trader Work and Captain 
McNeill arrived from the Coast, and the accounts they bring 
are that the returns have fallen off which they do not attribute 
to the opposition which they had this season, but merely to 
the Indians not having made so good a hunt as last year, but 
this is a circumstance with which we are so well acquainted 
that it does not surprise us, and we confidently hope the 
Returns for 1840 will be better. 

6th The first object which occupied my attention was to 
take the necessary measures, to enable us to complete our 
Contract with the Russians, but as Mr. Douglas had already 
as many ploughs agoing, and was sowing as much fall wheat as 
the means of the place afforded, I had only to follow up what 
he had begun and we have now at this place 168 bushels fall 
Wheat in the ground, and this spring intend to sow 160 more, 
and in order to procure the other Article (Butter) which we 
are bound to supply I set about building three Dairies on 
Wapatoo Island and sent one of the English families to each 
of the following places, the Cowelitz Farm, Nisqually & Fort 
Langley, to establish a dairy also at each of the two first places 
and two at the last. 

7th On the 18th November I left this in company with 
Messrs. Work and McNeill. On the 2oth arrived at the 
Cowelitz, and I was sorry to find Chief Trader Tod indisposed, 
and though the Crop of last summer failed in consequence of 
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not being able to plough the ground well, and the excessive 
drought of last summer, I am happy to say that he had sown this 
fall 275 bushels wheat, which looks uncommonly well, and 
there are 335 Acres ready to be cross ploughed and sown in 
the spring. Gave directions to have a dairy made, and as Mr. 
Tod had all the ploughs which we could employ agoing, I 
had only to allow him proceed, and I hope we will have 
this spring in the ground at the Cowelitz, 500 bushels 
- Wheat, 100 bushels Oats, 100 bushels Pease and 20 bushels 
Barley. 

8th On the 22nd November, I left the Cowelitz, arrived at 
Nisqually 24th and had the pleasure to find Mr. Kittson in 
good health, the Cattle and sheep in good order, and the 
business going on well, and though the soil is light it is well 
adapted to grazing and sheep pasture. Embarked one of the 
English servants with his family and 29 Cows on board the 
Steamer for Fort Langley, for which place I started with 
the Beaver on the 29th November and arrived there 2nd 
December. Found Mr. Yale in good health, and the business 
going on in the most prosperous manner, gave the necessary 
instructions to Mr. Yale and on the roth left Fort Langley. 
On the 12th reached the plain on the south end of Vancouver’s 
Island, which Captain McNeill examined in 1837 and 
reported as a fine place for an Establishment. It is a very fine 
harbour accessible at all seasons, but is not a place suitable to 
our purpose; on the 14th arrived at Nisqually, gave the 
necessary instructions to Mr. Kittson, left it on the 16th, 
arrived at the Cowelitz on the 18th, remained there till the 
23rd December, and reached this on the 24th and had the 
pleasure to find the business going on well and that Mr. Douglas 
had the Carpenters employed getting new upper works to the 
Cadboro. 

gth On the r1th January Mr. Ermatinger arrived from the 
Snake Country and reports the business of that quarter is ina 
favorable way and by letters received a few days ago from 
Chief Trader McDonald I am happy to hear the business of 
Colvile District is going on well and the Returns of the Flat 
Head post are better than last year, those of Thompson’s 
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River are not so favorable in consequence of the failure of 
Martens. I have no accounts from New Caledonia. As I 
have related to you all that we have done, I will now proceed 
to inform you what we intend to do. 


roth As soon after the arrival of the ship from England as — 


the season will permit, Mr. Chief Trader Douglas will proceed 
in the Vancouver to the North West coast with the Officers 
for our Establishment, men, goods &c., and grain for the 
Russians, he will receive the Fort of Stikine from the Russians, 
establish a Post at the River Tacow on our territories, if 
the river is navigable so far for the Vessel, but, if this not 
practicable, he will build at the entrance of the River, or as 
nigh as circumstances will admit; deliver to the Russians the 
grain we promised them and return after effecting this with 
the Returns of the Coast. The Steamer will accompany the 
Vessel to Stikine and Tacow, and the Cadboro will replace her 
for the time on the Coast. 

11th After the Vessel from England has landed her Cargo, 
she will immediately be loaded with deals and sent to Woahoo; 
on her return she will touch at California and bring us a cargo 
of sheep. If circumstances make it advisable, she will make a 
second and a third trip for sheep but I think that the nature 
of our bar will not admit our making more than two trips 
for sheep this summer. In the fall the Vessel will be sent 
with a cargo of Deals to Woahoo; on the return of the 
Vancouver from the Coast she will be sent with the Furs to 
England. The trapping party in charge of Mr. Laframboise 
will be kept up, unless something unforeseen should occur 
and also all the other Branches of the business in the usual 
manner. 

12th As our object ought to be to push the Trade with the 
utmost activity on the North West Coast North of Fort 
Simpson, we will make all the preparations we can, for the 
purpose of establishing a Post in 1841 North of Tacow, at a 
suitable distance from the last place, but Indians report that 
Tacow empties itself into Lynn Canal at the Northern 


extremity of our Lease, however as this cannot be relied on, I . 


think we ought to take measures, if practicable to establish in 


a 
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1841, and also another post in the interior from Tacow, and 
to supply Fort Halket (Deases Lake) from Stikine. If you 
approve of these measures it will be necessary you send us two 
Gentlemen experienced in the Trade and two Apprentice 
Clerks and forty Engagés: and if it is found impracticable to 
establish a Fort North of Tacow I would suggest that this 
party be employed in forming an Establishment in Queen 
Charlotte’s Sound in the vicinity of the Coal Mine. Mr. 
- Douglas would go with the Outfit in 1841 to carry these 
measures into effect, & return in the Fall with the Furs of the 
Coast. 

13th In addition to the Officers & men required to be sent 
here this Fall in Paragraph 12th to execute the plan detailed 
in said paragraph, we will require twenty men to be sent in 
to replace retiring Servants. 

14th Mr. Chief Trader Work informs me he wishes to 
get a Furlough to go to Europe in 1841 or 1842. Mr. 
Ermatinger applied to me for leave to go to York on business 
in 1841 to which I acceded; since then Mr. Payette sent in 
his notification, that he wishes at the expiration of his 
engagement to go to Canada in 1841. And Mr. Kittson who 
has one year more to serve, applies as p. accompanying letter 
for leave to go to Canada in 1841, he renewed his engagement 
Fall 1839, and only for two years and at the same time told me 
he would apply this spring for leave to go to Canada in 1841. 
Mr. Laframboise applies also for leave to visit Canada 1841. 
It will be necessary we get, in addition to the Gentlemen 
required for extension of Trade, as many as get leave to go out. 
On a supposition that the requests of all were granted, we 
would do with two experienced Clerks and three active 
Postmasters. . 

15th I have not yet transferred the Sheep and Cattle to the 
Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company. As the season was so 
far advanced when I arrived here to have taken them to the 
Cowelitz, the voyage would have weakened the Cows and Ewes 
so much: that many of the Calves and Lambs would have died 
in the Spring, which would have been injurious to the Hudson’s 
Bay Company and the Puget’s Sound Association, but I will 
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do it as soon as the Inventory is taken, and send as many Cattle 
to the Cowelitz as we can. It is necessary you authorize Fort 
Nisqually to be transferred to the Puget’s Sound Agricultural 
Association, and also the Farm at the Cowelitz, and I consider 
what it has cost to make it would be a fair valuation. 

16th The European Servants whom I brought in with 
their wives, have given notice of their intention to retire from 
the service at the expiration of their Agreements spring 1841. 
It is impossible for these men to go across in the spring, with 
their wives and children, but they can go across in the fall; in 
this case you will inform me if they will be allowed Wages for 
the time they will lose in the Country; as for me I think it 
better to allow them wages than to dispute the point, and in my 
opinion, it would be much better and less expensive, if they 
persist in their intention to go home, to embark them at once 
in the Vessel at this place: but the cheapest mode to get rid of 
them, if they will not engage, is to allow them to settle in the 
Wallamette, or the Cowelitz if they behave themselves 
properly. On arriving here last fall, I kept one at Vancouver, 
sent one to the Cowelitz, another to Nisqually, & took the 
fourth to Fort Langley, and had them employed in Farm 
labour. This summer each family will be placed in charge of a 
Dairy. Johnstone & Baldero whom I kept here and at the 
Cowelitz, have conducted themselves well, and I would retain 
them if they will remain. As to the other two, I hear no 
complaint; however I hope you will send no European family 
till you hear from me. 

17th I do myself the pleasure to submit the following 
comparative statement of the Accounts Current of the 
following Posts, by which you will see that the Profits on these 
Posts. Outfit 1839 exceed those of 1839 by £1590. jee 
which is a proof of Chief Trader Douglas’s good management 
and of the good conduct & zealous co-operation with him of 
the gentlemen in charge of these Districts. 


a ee ee ee ee ee 
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Comparative Statement of the A/cs. Current 


Outfit 1838 Outfit 1839 
Loss Gain Loss Gain 
Fort Simpson 4762 7 — 2780 6 — 
Fort McLoughlin 1431 16 — 1449 4 10 
Steamer Beaver ATi Oss rent jis G2 
Fort Nisqually (GG BSG 7200S 
Fort Langley 1403 9g IO 1817 5 8 
Ship Neretde ists), BK Gey 32 as 
Schooner Cadboro 787 18 — il 99) 
Southern Party 980 18 7 Mee Bie w 
Snake Party 26 21S 0 1673 19 II 
Ft. Vancouver Depot TQ57 elon tS 2035 EZ 
Ft. Vancouver Indian 
Trade ZOLON 157 ZA 5 LOM 
Ft. Vancouver Sale Shop ngpley £8 30 184 2 4 
Cowelitz Farm S24 817 a ey sy) 
Nisqually Sheep Farm BGP iy ess 239 4 4 
Barque Vancouver 62 15 6 
General Charges 1652 18 4 220 5 mee 
g079 1S Tis hsts2 16 3 14336093) 5] 16753 9) I 
3978 18 1 4336 13° 5 
11203515) 2 12416 15 8 
Less overvaluation on Sea 
Otters 384 — — 
10819 18 2 10819 18 2 
Balance in favor of Outfit 
1839 £1596 17 6 


18th Doctor Tolmie intends going home on the furlough 
which the Governor and Committee granted him in their 
letter of the 15th November 1837, as soon as we have a 
successor to replace him and I regret much that he does so, as 
in justice to him, I beg to assure you I have had none here 
who have discharged the laborious duties of his two stations of 
Surgeon and Indian Trader of this place with such zeal and 
attention. 

19th I beg to call your attention to my note to Chief Trader 
Ross dated 2nd October 1839, as unless the Otters are packed 
in well seasoned dovetailed painted boxes as therein stated it 1s 
impossible to bring them across the mountains without their 


220 APPENDIX 


sustaining great damage and wherever a rent appears it ought 
to be filled up with Tallow, which will keep out the water. 

20th The only part of the Russian Contract which I am 
anxious about is the Butter and although I have established 
two dairies at Fort Langley, one at Nisqually, one at Cowelitz, 
and intend to establish five here, still I am afraid we will not be 
able to procure the quantity we require; our cows are very 
bad milkers; they give so little milk in consequence it was 
supposed of our people not knowing well how to milk them, 
but I find that our Europeans cannot get more from them, 
indeed some of them do not give above a pint milk a day. 

21st Among the people coming in this year we require two 
Blacksmiths two Coopers & one Baker and it is absolutely 
necessary that they should be able to do something in the way 
of their trade. Last year I got at Yorkfactory a young lad of 
the name of Trudelle of 16 years of age who was engaged in 
Montreal by Monsr. Chastellain as a Blacksmith and was 
intended for New Caledonia, and when we tried him here he 
could not even forge an axe. It ought to be ascertained before 
they come to the Country if these men are tradesmen, as when 
they are sent to us as such yet are unable to perform the work 
for which they are engaged, as you are well aware, it 1s very 
injurious to our business. I thought for sometime that we 
would only require one Cooper but Rendall the Fort Langley 
Cooper is in such bad health, we cannot depend on him. 

Referring you to the Accounts & accompanying documents 
for further information. 

| am; 
Siig 
Your obedt. Humble Sert. 
(signed) Joun McLovucu in 
Os 
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Barque Columbia at Sea 
1st October 1840 


From Alexander Simpson to 
John McLoughlin Esqre. 
Oca eo. Nc. 


SIR 


I had the honor of addressing you from Woahoo on the 
11th July, agreably to intimation in that letter we sailed on the 
1sth of same month, and after an unusually protracted 
passage arrived at Monterey in upper Calefornia on the 18th 
of August remained there till the 24th when we started for San 
Francisco, and having embarked a cargo of Sheep and made 
every other arrangement which seemed to me necessary we 
left that Port on the 25th ulto. 

2. 1 was induced to deviate from the intention 
communicated to you in my letter of 11th July of remaining 
in Calefornia till the return of the vessel from the Columbia, 
by my desire to communicate personally with you, and by 
finding that I could render little service in disposing of the 
remains of my Invoice during the absence of the Vessel. 

3. While at Monterey I procured from the Civil Governor 
permission to embark a Cargo of Sheep, and also made a 
purchase from him of seven hundred Ewes to be selected out of 
the Two largest flocks in Calefornia at the price of one dollar 
and a half each, payable half in Cash, and half in Goods, [ beg 
to refer you to the accompanying copy of my letter to Mr. 
Steel in regard to the selection of the sheep, he reports to me 
that he did not obtain all of the required age (one year) a small 
proportion about one hundred, being from two to four years 
old. I believe however that the selection will give you every 
satisfaction and I have pleasure in saying that we have so far 
lost only _—_ out of the whole number purchased. 

4. In addition to the Sheep we have embarked about 15000 
lbs. Tallow and Grease; which was all that the ship could 


1 B.223/b/28, fos. 34-39. This duplicate letter is in a clerk’s writing. 
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conveniently take I have also safely stored about a similar | 
quantity of Grease for the return of the vessel. 

5. I intimated in my letter to you from Woahoo the 
impossibility of procuring there Casks for Beef the like 
imposibility existed both at Monterey and San Francisco; this 
of course prevented my either getting salted by our own 
people, or making an arrangement with any other to salt the 
quantity (600 Cwt) pointed out in your letter of Instructions 
under any circumstances, to have done the work ourselves 
would have protracted the voyage too late in the season for the 
safety of the sheep and in Calefornia labour is so scarce that 
no one could, without assistance from a vessel undertake to 
cure even a much smaller quantity. 

6. | have made arrangements~ with three responsible 
Individuals, General Vallejo, Mr. Salvador Valejo and Mr. 
Nathan Spear, for the supply of 1600 to 2000 fanegas of 
Wheat, at the rate of two dollars p. fanega payable in Goods, 
and deliverable in the Port of San Francisco Their contracts I 
herewith hand you; upon these I have made an advance of 
Goods at rates which will leave a heavy Profit on the wheat at 
the price paid for it by the Russian Company I have also 
placed in the hands of Mr. James A. Forbes Goods sufficient 
for the purchase of one thousand Fanegas of Wheat, which 
he assures me he will be able to procure in the Interior 
country near his residence: copy of my letter to Mr. Forbes I 
also beg to hand you herewith. 

We have thus a certain supply of 2600 fanegas with the 
liberty of extending it to 3000, and I have no doubt that if a 
larger quantity is required, it can be laid in on the same terms 
altho’ the crop this year is considered a failure. 

7. I intimated to those with whom I contracted without 
however pledging myself to it, that the vessel would return as 
soon as possible to embark the Wheat. This I consider very 
advisable inasmuch as, if her voyage is long delayed, she will 
arrive in Calefornia during the Rainy season, when the weather 
and roads are both unfavorable for the transportation of 
Wheat and when the most favorable season for salting Beef 
will have passed. It will certainly be an unfavorable time of 
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year for disposing of a general cargo; but the expenses of the 
vessel will be more than defrayed by the sale of articles of 
which the Stocks now on the coast have run short 

8. All the outstanding Bills against the Company held by 
General Vallejo and others in Calefornia have been finally 
settled. It would be well in future that all Bills drawn on our 
vessels should be expressed “‘ payable in Goods”’, the want of 
this precaution made it necessary for me to compromise with 
~ General Vallejo by paying him a part of his Bills in Cash. 

g. The number of Sheep in Calefornia being by no means 
great, and those much scattered I do not think that a number 
of Ewes anything near Ten Thousand could be procured there 
next year. Two thousand might be procured with much 
trouble on the South Side of the Sacramento and a similar 
number out of General Vallejo flocks on the north side: it 
would be difficult to drive the former to the northward 
either to cross the country or to be embarked at Bodega in 
consequence of the depth of the Sacramento and its tributaries. 
I ascertained from General Vallejo that permission would be 
granted to drive all we might be able to procure on the north 
side across land. The price for Ewes selected will not likely 
be less than what I have given this year, but paying half in 
Goods charged at a heavy advance, the cost will not exceed 
five shillings sterling each 

10. Mr. Bingham having failed in obtaining the Sandwich 
Islanders applied for by the Missions in the Columbia I 
engaged Seven men at Woahoo to assist in the management 
of Sheep. Mr. Bingham’s letter is herewith, as also a letter 
from the agent of the Missions in regard to a free passage 
given from Woahoo to Monterey to the Revd. Mr. Parker. 

11. In my communications with the Governor of Calefornia 
I learnt that he was entirely unacquainted with the desire of 
the Company to obtain a licence to trap in the Interior Country 
or to hunt Sea Otter on the coast. I also found that any 
negociation on such matters thro’ Mr. Forbes, was by no 
means successful. I therefore acquainted the Governor of 
your desire for a good understanding with the Calefornian 
Authorities and your wish to obtain a Licence for the purposes 
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already stated. His Excellency expressed himself very 
favorably on the subject, and offered his best offices with the 
Government of Mexico to obtain such a Licence on the 
conditions which I offered to him, i.e. our paying the legal 
municipal Duty (half a dollar p. Beaver) on the hunts of the 
the Trapping party, and of giving 20 p.Cent of the returns of 
the Sea Otter hunt, the amount of which tribute to be paid in 
Goods. Whether he will apply according to his promise, to 
the Government of Mexico for permission to enter into the 
proposed arrangement, or whether the Government will 
sanction it will be difficult to say; at all events we have the 
credit and satisfaction of making a fair proposal, Copy of 
my letter of 22d Sept. to the Governor I beg to hand you 
herewith. 

12. I beg to refer you to the accompanying Copy of a 
letter which I considered it my duty to address to the Officer 
in command of our Southern Trapping Party, containing all 
the information I could collect in regard to his prospects this 
winter and giving him my best advice how to act. General 
Vallejo the commandant of the Frontier mad[e] a proposition, 
which I could not of course accede to, that he would sanction 
the ingress of our party across the line, on condition of our 
importing merchandize, and allowing people from the 
Northern part of Calefornia to go to Vancouver to bring it 
across the Frontiers. 

Subsequent to the date of my letter I saw Captn. Sutter! 
and ascertained that he has actually obtained from the Civil 


1 John Augustus Sutter (1803-80), adventurer and colonist. (See Dictionary 
of American Biography.) D. 4/110, fos. 55d.—56, Simpson to Governor and 
Committee, Honolulu, March 1, 1842, “ This person [Sutter] . . . has recently 
settled on the Sacramento, falling into the Bay of San Francisco, & I understand 
was formerly a soldier in the French army, afterwards a Grog shop keeper in 
St. Louis, U.S., whence he decamped in debt, accompanying a band of American 
Trappers to the Snake Country, whence he found his way to Ft. Vancouver, 
thence to the Sandwich Islands & thence to California, where he has contrived to 
obtain credit to the amount of nearly 100,000$, & I am sorry to add the Hon. 
Company are among his Creditors to the amount of 3000 to 4000$. Now that 
he has, I may say defrauded almost every one with whom he has come in contact, 
he has seated himself down in a stronghold on the Sacramento, surrounded & 
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Government a right to exclude all Trapping Parties and is 
named for that purpose the Alcalde (magistrate) of the 
Frontier; but his appointment is not acknowledged by the 
Military Commandant and he avowed to me that he had 
neither the will nor the power to interfere with our trapping 
Party. 

13. The Part of the Coast where Sea Otters are principally 
hunted, is to the South of Monterey, and I was unable from 
other occupations to visit it. I learn however that the coast 
there is still considered rich in otters, and that a small party 
has been organized this autumn and has taken its station on 
one of the Islands about Sta. Barbara. It would be very 
desirable to have a Licence from the Calefornian Government, 
tho’ there is but little to be feared from its interference by a 
Vessel properly manned, armed, and conducted. 

14. It now remains for me only to give you in as brief a 
form as possible, the result of my obedience to the 12th 
Paragraph of your Instructions “ to collect all the information 
you can about Calefornia, how business is carred on; how and 
on what conditions foreigners are allowed to settle &c.”’ 

The inhabitants of Calefornia have so far directed their 
attention entirely to the rearing of Cattle for that purpose the 
Country is divided into very large Farms; the owners of which 
devote no more attention to agriculture than to raise the 
quantity of Wheat necessary for their own consumption, and 
~ even that by the labor of Indians. The wealth of the Country 
consisting in Cattle the standard of Trade is naturally Hides 
and Tallow. The Trade is thus almost entirely a Barter one, 


protected by a body of runaway sailors, vagabond trappers from the United 
States, & other desperadoes, bidding defiance not only to creditors, but even to 
the public authorities & laws of the country. Jam thus particular in noticing this 
man’s proceedings, because he has lately sent threatening messages to our trapping 
party under the command of Mr. Ermatinger, now hunting on the Sacramento, 
with a view to drive us from that part of the country. Our operations there are 
carried on under the sanction of a licence granted to us by the authorities of 
California, so that if Sutter should attempt to follow up his threats of expulsion 
by any overt act of violence (which is very improbable) it is to be feared the banks 
of the Sacramento may become the scene of violence & strife.’ Cf. Simpson, 
Fourney Round the World, \, 325-8. 
Q 
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in which a Hide is valued at Two Dollars, and an arobe (24 Ibs.) 
of Tallow at one anda half Dollar. The quantity of Exports it 
would be difficult to state with any accuracy, but one year with 
another it may be taken at about 120,000 Hides and the same 
number of arobes of Tallow. 

A Mercantile Firm in Boston employ three large Vessels 
in the Trade of Hide; Two of these are generally on the coast 
at the same time while the third is on her voyage to or from the 
States; to collect a full cargo for one of these vessels required 
a stay on the coast of about Eighteen months. This firm 
exports nearly all the Hides collected in Calefornia with the 
exception of a few thousand taken by traders from the 
Sandwich Islands. 

The Tallow Trade is carried on by vessels, generally of a 
small size, fitted out from the Port of Callao the owner himself 
conducts the Voyage on the Coast, and after filling up his 
Vessel with Tallow returns to his Port and lays in a new stock 
of Goods. Three or four-of those having Vessels on the Coast 
have also Establishments on shore but these are to a very small 
extent. The Government has recently reduced the Tariff of 
Duties and there is some expectation that a still further 
reduction will be made. 

To illustrate the Profit on Goods imported into Calefornia 
I shall make a calculation on two of the Staple Articles 


100 ps. White Cotton 40 Yds. each = 4000 Yds. @ 52. 83. 62S 
TOO. ;, printed ,,° 28 5 5. =28COu ug 6d. 70, OG 


English Cost 153. 6. 8 


Duties to Govt. on 7366 Varas at 1 rial p. vara $920.6 

Paid in Cash (about 4) 320.0 "07s fonuna 
21 ps. White Cotton $20 420.0 
2) G5) pranted: .,, 15 180.0 


$920.0: £220.) sOauee 


Remains 
79 ps. White Cotton $20 1580.0 
$8 ,, prnted ,, Is 1320.0 


$2900.0 or 
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1450 Hides. Worth in England about 12/6 each £906. 5. 0 
in return for Goods the coast and duties on which amount to 
220, 6. 38: 

The above are two articles forming a large proportion of the 
Calefornian Trade, the prices of which vary but little, and those 
I have assumed are the lowest on many other articles the profit 
is higher but on a Whole Invoice this may be taken as a fair 
average. 

A vessel of the size of the Columbia will carry 30 to 35,000 
Hides when Salted. 

From the latter end of June to the middle of September is 
the busiest time of Trade on the coast of Calefornia; at that 
season Cattle are fattest so that all killed merely for the Hide 
and Tallow (which form Five sixth of the whole number) are 
slaughtered within that period; and the Hides and Tallow 
immediately given to Vessels either in Barter for Goods, or in 
payment for Advances made the preceding year. 

Vessels trading on the Coast to any extent always make 
advances of Goods to the Farmers one Season, to be repaid the 
next, and tho’ large amounts are thus traded without any 
security the property and character of every man in the 
Province is so well known to those engaged in the Trade that 
the amount of Bad Debts is comparatively small. 

By the Laws of the Republic of Mexico, land can be granted 
to no Foreigner except he become a Citizen of that Republic, 
which in Calefornia involves also the necessity of marrying a 
native and becoming a catholic; these conditions however, it is 
possible to evade by holding land in the name of a citizen and 
there are one or two Instances of an open violation of the law. 

A strong desire is expressed by all, except those engaged in 
the Trade, that the company or some other Body of Weight 
and respectability should engage in the Commerce on the 
Coast and thus reduce the present exorbitant price of Goods. 
My own opinion is that even with the advantage of lower 
prices of Goods, it would be some time ere our Vessels could 
compete with those so long engaged in the Trade these are 
specially outfitted for the voyage and their attention being 
exclusively devoted to this Trade they would naturally, have 
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much advantage over Vessels which only occasionally visited 
the Coast. But while I think that our Vessels trading on the 
Coast would not answer well, I am of opinion that an 
Establishment in the Port of San Francisco would be 
productive of much profit and advantage. In this Port more 
than half the Exports of Calefornia are collected and as yet only 
one small retail Shop is established there, the Trade being 
carried on by vessels touching and generally remaining some 
months in the Port; these again are dependent on Individuals 
on Shore for Launches or Lighters to bring down their Hides 
and Tallow from the different Creeks and Harbours in that very 
extensive Bay. An Establishment at San Francisco supplied 
annually with an Outfit of about £4000 (which, consisting 
chiefly of Cottons, would occupy but little space in the Ships 
from England) would, if conducted with ordinary attention 
and prudence, collect Hides sufficient to fill up the Cargoes of 
the homeward bound Ships; and Tallow sufficient to load a 
vessel every Second year for Callao (Lima) the best Port for the 
disposal of Calefornia Tallow and the freight earned by a 
couple of Launches or Lighters which could be easily built in 
the Columbia and taken down in Summer, would more than 
cover the expense of the Establishment, which would besides 
collect some Beaver, and be ready to make up whatever 
deficiency there may occur in the supply of Provisions 
deliverable to the Russian American Company, and by 
furnishing the whole or part of the quantity of Wheat on that 
contract would enable you from the produce of the Columbia 
Farms to supply the Woahoo Market with Flour. 

15. I regret to say that much dissatisfaction and 
insubordination have existed among the crew of this vessel. 
The Boatswain was discharged at Woahoo at his own and 
Captn. Humphreys mutual request Four Seamen and one 
Sandwich Islander deserted in Calefornia. Three other 
Seamen refused to do duty; two of them have since returned 
to their work but one still continues obstinate. In my letter 
from Fort George of 29th May last I communicated the reasons 
which I trust have been satisfactory to you for my taking 
upon myself the responsibility of acceding to Mr. Heath’s 
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request to be transferred from this vessel to the Schooner 
Cadboro. 

16. Your Letters of the 13h and 17h June reached me at 
San Francisco ; and the Bill favor of Wiggin advised in 
the latter was duly paid. 

Flaving thus given you as briefly as possible the outlines of 
the Results of my mission, I shall leave further details till I 
have the pleasure of communicating personally with you— 


- meantime 


I have the honor to be 
With much respect 
Your most Obedient humble Sert. 
(sd.) ALExR. SIMPSON 


Fort Vancouver 20 March 18414 


From John McLoughlin to 
George Simpson Esquire 
EF COC, OCC. 


SIR 
I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. 

President Finlayson’s Letter of 26 & 27 June, with the 
accompanying documents, and I am happy to be able to 
inform you that the packs came in excellent condition, which 
in spite of the great care taken of them by Mr. Dugald 
Mactavish, I attribute to the very careful manner in which 
they had been packed by Mr. Chief Factor Donald Ross, and 
I presume they will always be as well packed and covered, as 
it is impossible otherwise to bring them safely. 

2. In mine of 4 September p.Fall Boats I gave you a detail 
of the principal occurrencies in this quarter up to that date, I 
will now proceed to continue the narrative. 


1B.223/b/28, fos. 22-26d. Only the signatures to this letter are in 
McLoughlin’s writing. 


246 APPENDIX A 


3. On the 27 September the Forager Captain Thompson, 
arrived here and delivered her Cargo in good condition, 
except the Coffee which must have been damaged when put in 
the Bags, on her way here she stopped at Oahu, and delivered 
the Outfit for that place, and so well adapted was it to the 
market that half of it was sold, as it was landed. 

4. On the 2 October Mr. Chief Factor Douglas arrived 
from the North West Coast having received Stikine from the 
Russians, and which was placed under charge of Mr. W. G. 
Rae and Mr. John McLoughlin as his assistant, and erected a 
post nigh the entrance of the Tacow and named it Fort 
Durham, to which Mr. Kennedy is appointed with Mr. R. 
Finlayson as his assistant, but I regret to observe we have 
been unable to discover that any route exists by which we could 
push our Trade to the Country, between the Coast and 
MacKenzie’s River, and for further information in regard to 
his proceedings on the Coast, I beg to refer you to his able 
report which accompanies this, by which I am happy to learn ~ 
in all our dealings with the Russians, we found them straight 
forward men of business, at the same time most anxious to do 
all they could to oblige, consistent with their duty, and I beg 
to state, that I coincide in opinion with Mr. Douglas that we 
ought to erect an Establishment in Johnson’s Straights, on 
the north end of Vancouvers Island. 

5. On the 23 November the Barque Vancouver left this 
with the Returns, on her way, she will stop at Oahu, for which 
place Mr. Alexander Simpson, took his passage in “hero 
assume his charge. She was detained so late, 1n consequence 
of having knocked off her false Keel on the Coast, and on being 
obliged to replace it here. 

6. On the 3d December Mr. Chief Factor Douglas 
proceeded in the Columbia Captain Humphreys, with an 
Outfit to Calefornia. 

7. On the 28 Novr. I proceeded to Nisqually and at Puget 
Sound delivered the packs of Otters in good order on board 
the Steamer Beaver Chief Trader McNiell Commander, and 
arrived here on the 16 December. 

8. Mr. Francis Ermatinger arrived from the Snake Country 
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on the 20 February and I am happy to report that by his 
judicious management the affairs of that department are 
brought into order and regularity. But on his arrival here he 
told me at once that he was fully intent on going down, however 
in Consequence of subsequently hearing of the murder of our 
Colleague Chief Factor Samuel Black, the particulars of which 
I will presently relate, Mr. Ermatinger Consents to remain, 
but on a promise that it shall be at his option to proceed to 
Canada next spring, and in fact distinctly observed, that it is 
only the situation he sees we are in, in Consequence of this 
dreadful event, that induces him to remain this season, as on no 
other consideration would he have consented. 

g. Mr. Chief Trader Archibald Mcdonald in his letter of 
17 Feby. which reached this on the 7 Inst. writes 

“I am very unexpectedly and under most painful 
Circumstances, thus soon again called upon to address you, 
poor Mr. Black is no more, he was most barbarously shot in 
his own house, on the evening of the 8 Inst. by a single 
Indian belonging to the place, the melancholy news reached 
me here late to night by Gingras who had it from Lafleur. 
To the lamented affair, no direct cause can be assigned unless 
it could be traced to the sudden death of one of their rascally 
Chiefs, Tranquille. This Indian in course of the summer 
applied to the deceased for a gun in the Fort, which he said 
the owner, a North River Indian had made over to him, a 
request that could not be complied with without a more 
convincing proof of the fact. In January he again applied, 
prior to his setting out for the Pavilion or Fraser’s River with 
the same success, when I believe some angry words ensued. 
At the Pavilion he soon fell ill, and died five days after. 
Pending his illness, it was rumoured among the Indians, and 
insidiously propagated by the doctors, that if he did not 
recover, his death must be ascribed to the bad medicine of the 
Whites and revenged. After the death of the vagabond, word 
came that much of the good feeling of his people would depend 
on the good offices of those at the Fort to see him buried. 

‘“ Immediately on receipt of this intelligence poor Mr. Black 
lost no time in sending off two men Edouard and Fallerdeau, 
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to assist at the burying of him, and it would appear that the 
same morning after passing the family encampment of 
Tranquille a few miles distant, the murderer left it and 
arrived at the Fort about noon, without any visible arm about 
him, he remained smoking in the Hall the whole afternoon in 
company with two other young men from a different quarter. 
Laprade was that day occupied in a cellar under the Hall 
flooring, overhauling some potatoes and Mr. B. frequently 
passed & repassed, conversing with him from above, at length 
the two young men left the assassin, he telling them, that it 
was too cold for him to go home, and that he proposed sleeping 
in the Fort, about that time the deceased made another turn 
and came in by a back door, walked through the Hall to get 
into his own Room, and while in the act of stooping was shot 
by the villain from alongside the chimney, not two yards off, 
where he must have concealed the deadly Instrument. 
Laprade immediately on hearing the report called to arms, but 
before any effectual assistance could appear the fellow had 
decamped. The Ball with a large quantity of Shot entered the 
small of the back, and came out below the Chest, the poor 
unhappy man never spoke a word after, Laprade though much 
excited and under great alarm, put every thing in the best 
position he could, and on the morning of the 9 sent off Lafleur. 

“It now remains for me to say what measures I am about 
taking myself, in so calamitous a case. Messrs. McLean & 
McPherson start immediately with 7 men by way of Okanagan 
and will I trust be able to reach Laprade in about ten days, 
unfortunately there is a great deal of live Stock, and of one 
thing or another far too much at the mercy of the Indians 
should they be disposed to give further annoyance. 

“My directions to Mr. McLean are in the first place to 
endeavour to pacify the natives, and smooth over any present 
difficulties that may be in the way, and then in the customary 
manner set about removing every thing to Okanagan except 
the Horses and provisions that may be required for New 
Caledonia, after that | think Mr. McPherson with the 10 
men belonging to the place, can stand his ground till Mr. 
Ogden is out, the moment Edouard would be back, they were 
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to send him to Alexandria, and as the Gentleman attached to 
the Chilcotins, is I believe wintering with Mr. Tod, it is 
likely he will himself come to Kamloops. In that case our 
people will be directed by him, and I will take the liberty of 
suggesting to him, if need be to remain there himself until 
further orders from you or Mr. Ogden. Mr. McLean with 
his people I direct to be here if possible by 20 March, the 
usual time of starting. 

“The body of our lamented friend will not be interred 
before our people or Mr. Tod get there, Nicholas and a few 
other good staunch Indians have already rallied round 
Laprade, and I am in hopes, though the case already is 
sufficiently distressing, nothing more of a serious nature will 
overtake us. 

I am dear Sir 
Yours very faithfully 


Signed Arcup. Mcponatp ” 


10. After the very judicious measures taken by Mr. Chief 
Trader Mcdonald in this melancholy affair, I have only to 
send Messrs. Ermatinger and McKinlay to Kamloops, the 
first from his knowledge of the Indians will be better able to 
take the measures which the necessity of the case may require, 
and which circumstances will admit, and if Mr. Tod is not 
there Mr. McKinlay will remain at the place till Mr. Ogden 
comes out. 

11. I am sorry to inform you that Mr. Kittson has been 
obliged to keep his room since April last, and as I had no 
gentleman to send to him till October, the returns of that place 
have fallen off, but as this proceeds not from a want of Furs, 
but because the Indians have not hunted as usual, I have every 
reason to hope, that they will this season be as formerly. 

12. The burning of Fort Langley has also caused a 
diminution of the Returns of that place. 

13. As I cannot fix on the appointments for the summer 
till I hear from the Coast, and as I expect to hear from that 
quarter before my letter leaves this to overtake the Express at 
Colvile, I must defer entering on this subject to that date. 
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14. I notice with pleasure that we are to have a visit from 
you, and in the 72d Resolve of Council, I am directed to 
have two good Boats, with the necessary Guides, Boutes & 
Provisions at Boat Encampment on or before 20 Aug. 1841, 
but I beg to observe that I believe, it is very difficult and 
indeed impossible for craft to ascend the Columbia to Boat 
Encampment, to be there by 20 Augt. But the Boats which 
go up in the Spring will be there, and the Guide who goes out 
with the Express will serve to bring you in and people coming 
in must form the Crews, but I think you ought not to attempt 
to come down at that season, as it is too dangerous, and I even 
doubt if it will be possible to cross the Rocky Mountains. 
When I came in 1839, though it was only a few days earlier 
than usual we had difficulty to cross the Creeks in several 
places, and we had to cross our people on horseback at the 
Creek at the foot of the Grande Cote, where one of our men 
falling off his horse was nigh drowned, and in coming down 
the River, it was with the utmost difficulty our people in 
several places could prevent the Boats whirling round in the 
whirlpools. At the Rapid below the rapide des Morts where 
our people were drowned in 1838, one of my Boats was 
carried into the Stream in spite of the people and filled. It is 
true you will not be so heavy loaded, but then how much 
higher will the water be? For these reasons | think you ought 
to come across land from Edmonton to Colvile, and for which 
purpose I write to Mr. Chief Trader Mcdonald to get a 
person well acquainted with the Country between the 
Kootanais & Colvile to serve as a Guide to the party, and send 
him out with the Express. 

1g. The Cowlitz Captn. Brotchie, which sailed from 
London on the 20 Augt. entered the Columbia 14 Feby. and 
reached this on the 6 Inst. and I am happy to report that she 
delivered her Cargo in excellent order. But the few pieces of 
Calicoes which we have examined are very coarse, and inferior 
to what we used to get, it is true they are cheaper, but we 
would prefer they were of a better quality though they should 
cost dearer. 

16. As I have to send to Colvile before the Express leaves, 
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I hope by that time the Steamer will have arrived from the 
Coast, and I will be able to give you more Ample information. 
Referring you to the Accompanying Documents, and the 
gentlemen going out for further information on the affairs of 
this department. 
J am 
Sir 
Your obedient humble Servant 
Joun McLovcu in 


Cal. 


P.S. I this moment see a plough come from London for 
Pierre Lacourse, the freight on which costs only five shillings, 
this 1s so cheap that it will interfere with us and cause 
dissatisfaction, as we cannot sell so low as his plough will cost 
him, and I beg you would write to their Honors as it will 
reach them before any communication can reach from this, to 
prevent any implements of Agriculture being shipped on 
board of the Company’s vessel unless applied for by us. 
J. McLovcu in 


Fort Vancouver 23d March 184144 


From James Douglas to 


John McLoughlin Esqre. 


Dear Sir, 

In consequence of 15 days detention, from Stormy 
weather, in Baker’s Bay, and a subsequent voyage rendered 
dilatory by calms & contrary winds, we did not arrive at 
Monterey until the 1st of January, having been 27 days from 
Port to Port. 

An attempt was made, for the first time, in our case, by 
the Provincial Authorities, to enforce the maritime law of 
1B.223/b/28, fos. 811d. ‘This duplicate letter is in a clerk’s writing. It 


was the copy enclosed with McLoughlin’s letter to Simpson of April 7, 1841. 
Seep. 257. 
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Mexico, which requires all foreign vessels to discharge their 
Cargoes at Monterey, declared, by the same law, the only 
Port in California open to foreign commerce; I however 
remonstrated, in strong terms, against this harsh proceeding, 
sensible that it would defeat every object connected with the 
voyage, and succeeded in getting our cargo entered under the 
late Custom House regulations, thereby narrowly escaping the 
unenviable distinction, of being the first victim, of the new law, 
which was let loose in full vigour, on an unfortunate American 
Vessel that arrived a few weeks afterwards. 

This law will I trust be short lived in California, as it is 
excessively unpopular with the inhabitants of every rank, on 
whom it imposes a heavy additional tax purely for the benefit 
of a few Mexican Ship owners, through whose intrigues, at 
the seat of the supreme Government it has been lately 
extended to this Province. 

According to your instructions, I took the earliest occasion, 
of entering into communication with his Excellency Governor 
Alvarado, touching the Honble. Company’s contemplated 
commercial views in relation to California, and you will 
perceive by reference to the correspondence, vide No. 1 & 2. 
appended to this note, that the Provincial Government is 
pledged to support and lend every assistance in their power to 
the promotion of such views, provided we submit to the 
formalities required by the Laws of Mexico. That is to say, 
on these terms, the whole trade of the country will be thrown 
open to us; a free grant of land for the erection of warehouses 
with other privileges will be conceded to the Company in their 
own name and right, within the harbour of San Francisco. 
Parties of Beaver hunters may be introduced through the 
regular Port of Entry, who will receive Passports, and be 
licensed to hunt in all parts of the uncultivated frontier, every 
such person being compelled by the authorities to execute 
fully the conditions of their agreement with the Company. 

To secure these advantages we must, in the present state of 
the maritime law, either consent to sail a vessel under the flag 
of Mexico, commanded by any officer of the service previously 
naturalized, or else submit to the hardship of landing our 
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goods at Monterey and transhipping them from thence, in 
National bottoms at a heavy expense, to the other Ports of 
California; and with respect to hunters brought by us to the 
country, they must also become subjects of Mexico. 

To secure the Company against loss from official delays, in 
procuring the aforesaid rights for their ships and servants, the 
Government is further pledged, to furnish a licence to any of 
our vessels destined to sail under the flag of Mexico, to obtain 
a register from the Authorities of the Supreme Government at 
San Blas; and to issue passports to enable our hunters, without 
loss of time, to pursue their avocations, until they obtain letters 
of naturalization, in due form, after 12 months residence in the 
country. 

It is unnecessary to occupy your time with any remarks on 
these not illiberal concessions; by taking advantage of them 
we may found a permanent business of considerable value, 
which will yield an immediate return for capital. 

The places of greatest note in California, are San Francisco, 
Monterey, Santa Barbara, San Pedro, & San Diego the 
Southern boundary of the Province, as San Francisco forms 
almost the Northern limit of population. 

The general exports consist of Hides, Tallow & grain the 
annual amount being estimated as follows 


San Francisco 80,000 Dollars on the increase 
Monterey BO.COO .-5, 
Santa Barbara Die OOO! gs. 
San Pedro loo,ooc:" 5. 
San Diego IO;O00’ _,, 


San Louis Mission 
eae 6,000 
Pale mest ., 


241,000 Dollars 


This aggregate is made up of 70,000 Ox hides, 18,000 
Quintals of Tallow, and a quantity of Wheat from the Port of 
San Francisco varying from 6000 to 7000 Bushels. 

Twelve vessels, large and small owned in part, by Mexican 
subjects, in part by the American House of Bryant and Sturges 
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of Boston, and by subjects of Great Britain residing in 
California, are now constantly engaged in this trade, which 
appears, at the present moment, to be overworked, a 
circumstance that gives rise to a keen competition, conducted 
however in the best possible spirit without evidence of asperity 
or ill feeling. In the main point of holding up the prices of 
Goods the sellers are all agreed, there being no instance of any 
attempt made to enhance the price of produce, which has from 
time immemorial remained fixed at 2 Dollars in Goods or 14 
in Cash, for Hides, & 14 Dollars in Goods pr. Arroba of 
26 lbs. of Tallow. 

These vessels are all fitted with commodious trading rooms, 
where goods can be displayed to advantage, and have each one 
or two active salesmen on board, familiar with the language & 
people, who on the instant of the ships arrival in harbour, 
post off to range through the length & breadth of the country, 
calling at every house as they pass with their books of tempting 
samples, to procure orders from the wealthy farmers, to whom 
the goods are always forwarded at the risk and expense of the 
seller. Sales are generally effected on credit during the winter 
and spring, to be paid in the following matanza or slaughtering 
season which lasts from June to August, the most busy time of 
the year, when the traders are all on the wing to secure their 
debts. These in general are honestly paid, though the 
extravagance, and improvident habits induced by the facility 
of obtaining credit, often lead people to involve themselves 
beyond their means, in which case, but seldom from dishonest 
motives, the creditor suffers the just retribution of evils he has 
been the instrument of producing. 

It is evident that persons unaccustomed to the peculiar 
manners of the people, and the routine of business pursued in 
California, to whom the means & characters of individuals 
would be unknown, and the language a riddle, must embark 
under immense disadvantage, as contrasted with the active, 
well trained body of men who now hold it, in a business, 
comprising extensive credit dealings on the soundness of 
which success mainly Depends. Such would no doubt be the 
case with us, in the outset of our carreer in the California 
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trade, but a very few years would place us on equal terms with 
our fellow merchants, while in several important points, that is 
economy in laying Goods, and in managing our shipping, they 
can never hope to vie with us. 

All the Houses in this trade, except that of Messrs. Bryant 
& Sturges who import direct from America, buy their goods 
at second hand in Lima, Valparaiso, or the Sandwich Islands, 
and cannot regu/arly purchase to the same advantage as we do; 
their ships also being kept exclusively on the coast, become an 
enormous burden to the trade, from which the facilities of our 
position would, in a great measure, relieve us, by affording, in 
the dull season, profitable employment for our carrying vessel 
in other Departments of the business. 

From the growing trade and importance of San Francisco, 
I consider it the most favourable point for a mercantile house. 
A gentleman with two men would suffice to manage the internal 
affairs of the establishment; another gentleman would be 
required to attend to the outdoor business, and at times to the 
duties of the chief Agent whose presence would be occasionally 
wanted at Monterey to clear vessels, and settle matters 
amicably with the officers of the customs, who require nice 
management, as their enmity might become a source of infinite 
annoyance to us. 

We would have to yield, in some degree to the general 
practice of the country, with reference to credit dealings, but 
this might be done with caution, restricted as far as politick to 
persons of known good character. With this view we might 
deal chiefly with the respectable class of country merchants, 
supplying goods for their trafic at a reduction in Price, 
equivalent to the loss arising from bad debts in more general 
dealings, and as we acquire experience in the business together 
with qualified agents to manage it, we may find it profitable 
to launch more boldly and extensively into its minuter 
ramifications. 

To facilitate the introduction of goods, it will be necessary 
in consequence of the lately enforced prohibitory law, to put 
one of our vessels under the Mexican flag; the Cadboro’ 
even would make a fair shift, for this purpose, with the aid 
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merely of a larger vessel to receive the bulk of the produce 
collected. 

These are in brief terms, the principal details of the business, 
namely a vessel having free access to all parts of the coast, 
with a small establishment in San Francisco, and after a 
beginning is made there, if, found expedient, in other Ports 
further South, particularly at San Pedro, where there is a 
valuable export of Produce. 

We would of course at the same time, turn attention to our 
own peculiar avocation of Beaver Hunting and test the reputed 
fur wealth of Red Bay. 

Respecting the other matters connected with this voyage, it 
only remains for me to state that I succeeded in purchasing, 
661 Cows at 5 & 6 Dollars a head, and 3670 choice Ewes at 
2 Dollars each, payable in equal amounts of Goods & Cash: 
These with some diminution through accidents, on their 
route into the Buonaventura, where I left them, in the early 
days of this month, are now journeying towards this place, and 
I am in hopes they will arrive here before the middle of June. 

I may further mention that I managed to obtain a permit as 
p. Copy appended, from General Vallejo, commanding on the 
frontier, to pursue the chase of furs, in all parts of his 
jurisdiction on payment of the legal duty of 4 reals, or half a 
Dollar, on each Beaver skin there hunted. 

We are at liberty to act, or not as we think proper on this 
licence; my object in getting it, being simply to prevent the 
breaking up of the Southern Party, in case of Govr. Alvarado’s 
proposal for the introduction of hunters, not being accepted, 
in which case, having no licence we could not, with any regard 
to decency or character continue the Party. 

I remain Dear Sir 
Your mot. obedt. Servt. 
(sd.) James Dovuctas 
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Fort Vancouver 7th March [April] 1841} 


From John McLoughlin to 
George Simpson Esqre. 


SIR 

I have the pleasure to inform you of the safe return of 
Chief Factor Douglas from Calefornia, he left St. Francisco on 
the 11th and reached this on the 19th March. 

2. I am happy to be able to state that Mr. Douglas fully 
accomplished the object of his voyage and indeed more than I 
expected, as he succeeded in obtaining for the Company, a 
permit to trap through all Calefornia, as you see by the 
accompanying report and documents? which I forward with 
this, and in fact if Mr. Douglas had not succeeded in making 
this arrangement we must have given up sending a trapping 
party in that country. 

3. The merit of making this agreement is entirely due to 
Mr. Douglas as though sanctioned by me as you see by the 4th 
Paragraph of my Letter of instructions of 27th Novr. 1840 to 
Mr. Chief Factor Douglas, yet as we had met with so many 
repulses as stated by Mr. Douglas in the 4th Paragraph of his 
Letter of 14th Octr. 1839 to the Honble. Committee (copy of 
which I now send) that I doubted much of our being able to 
make any arrangements of this nature with the Calefornian 
Government as you see by the accompanying extract from 
mine 24th Octr. 1839 to the Honble. Board. 

4. The Bay of St. Francisco is said still to abound with 
Beaver though from our first visit there in Summer 1830 to 
this, returns of 1839 we got from it 10860 Beaver and 3234 
Otters and of these from 1835 to returns of 1839, we procured 
6790 Beaver and 2736 Otters by the party under the charge 

1 B. 223/b/28, fos. 2-sd. Only the signature to this letter is in McLoughlin 
writing. ‘The first paragraph and Douglas’s report make it clear that the letter 
is incorrectly dated and account for the correction “ April” in pencil in the 
manuscript. 

2 For Douglas’s report of March 23, 1841, see pp. 251-6. 
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of Mr. Laframboise and if our people could make such good 
hunts, when they could only hunt a small part of the country 
and were few men we have every reason to think they will do 
much better now that they have a free range of the country, 
especially as they will be able to hunt the entrance of the Rio 
Calorado, known by the name of Red Bay by the Calefornians 
where Beaver is said to be more abundent than in the Bay of 
St. Francisco where it is more abundant than I ever heard 
mentioned in any place of the same extent on the East side of 
the Mountains. 

5. Ifas I hope you approve of what we have done as it is our 
interest to hunt the country as much as we can, and as quick as 
possible while it is in our power it is necessary we get as strong 
a reinforcement as you possible can afford by all accounts we 
could employ a hundred trappers in that country for three or 
four years. 

6. If we have a hundred trappers in that business it will 
require a commissioned gentleman to manage it with two 
active clerks and three or four good men, fit to head small 
parties and whom we have not to spare from our present 
number and must apply to you for them and we may if 
necessary exchange for some here who are better acquainted 
with trapping as the men we send must be select as it is only 
with decent well behaved men we can expect to do a good 
business it is only by sending select men that we have succeeded 
in what we have hitherto done. 

7. Wewill have as you see to enter our Trappers as Mexican 
Citizens but the Calefornian Government pledge themselves 
to make them fulfil their contracts to us it would be necessary 
such men were hired on a five years contract, as at the end of 
that time we would have given the country such a hunting as 
would have left but few Beaver remaining. 

8. You will observe that as foreigners we could only get 
a Licence to hunt from General Vallego in the District 
he commands in the Bay of St. Francisco Mr. Douglas 
endeavoured to get a Licence without going through the 
form of having our people naturalized to hunt through all 
Calefornia from Governor Alvarado which would have been 
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the most convenient and advantageous plan for us but the 
Governor said he could not do it. 

9. This year our party will be enabled to hunt in the Bay 
St. Francisco under the permit granted to us by General 
Vallego without which they could not return to that country. 

10. To give you an idea of the probable result of the 
business you see by the accompanying copy of Mr. 
Laframboise’s returns of Outfit 1838 that we cleared 
£1117. 17. 6. from which if we had deducted the duties 
amounting to £288. 5.0. it would have left us only £828. 12. 6. 
but if these men had had a free range of the country they would 
have made a much better hunt, and we could have cleared 
more than we did. 

11. As to carrying on business with the settlers in 
Calefornia, you see what Mr. Douglas states, and every 
information I collect on the subject convinces me the more and 
more that we would derive advantage from it. I accordingly 
forward you a requisition for that Trade which I wish to be 
_ here in 1842, even if the requisition sent from this for that 
Trade Spring 1840 is here summer 1841 as if it comes it will 
be disposed before the goods demanded now are here and | 
perfectly agree with Mr. Douglas in opinion that we ought as 
stated in his 17th Paragraph to endeavour to secure the 
supplying the retail Dealers. 

12. After suffering a great deal of anxiety at the Steamer’s 
long delay as she had exceeded the time appointed I have the 
pleasure to inform you of her safe return to Nisqually and of 
Capt. McNeil’s safe arrival at this place yesterday morning, 
by which I am happy to learn that our friends in that quarter 
are well and the business going on as usual though the returns 
at this season are rather less than last year. 

13. Capt. McNeil delivered the Otters to the Russians 
Governor of Sitka and brought the Bill for them and the 
Butter sent from this amount of £6413. 11. 6. which I forward 
with this. 

14. Ihe Governor states there were thirteen Otters without 
Tails among those send from the East side of the Mountains 
which however as they were in every other respect of a good 
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quality, he received them as also 19 found injured and 2 
completely damaged, which he also received but which he has 
not sent to Russia, and will not till we meet and examine them 
ourselves but the 2000 Otters sent from this for the payment 
of the rent due 1st June he found of an inferior quality and 
rejected 191 however as may be seen by the accounts we sent 
all we have but the 1319 sent from the Coast were found 
superior to those sent from Vancouver the Governor also 
complains that the Wheat sent last Summer did not amount 
to the quantity charged I sent it from this calculated by 
Bushels conceiving that two Bushels are equal to a Fanega 
indeed two Bushels weigh more than 126 lbs. the weight which 
a Fanega is to weigh by the agreement and expecting it would 
be measured at Sitka and which Capt. Duncan told me had 
been done by the Russians and that they found more than in 
our account and that their account was the one taken however 
this will be settled and I am happy to inform you that Captain 
McNeil found them very friendly and obliging. 

15. I consider the Otters received for the Russians from the 
other side are to be charged to the Columbia at the Invoice 
Valuation as a transfer from one District to another and have 
charged them at that price to Stikine District and also in the 
same way charged those killed on this side of the Mountains 
and sent to Stikine to be sold to the Russians, and those sent 
there to pay the rent and gave that District credit for the 
difference. 

16. Capt. McNeil communicated to me to my great surprise 
the information that the Engineer had reported to him that 
the Boiler of the Steamer is so bad that it will take him two 
months to repair it and 2 months more to take down and set 
up the Engine and after this the Boiler will only be able to 
make one trip to the North and Capt. McNeil thinks the 
Engineer’s report correct as the Engineer had to repair two 
flaws on the way and on examination Capt. McNeil: found 
several parts which are weak of course such being the case all 
we can do is to allow him to repair her. 

17. In the 1th Paragraph of mine of 20th March 1840 I 
suggested the necessity of your instructions to sanction the 
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transferring of the Cowelitz Farm to the Puget Sound 
Association but I received no answer, however I have taken on 
myself to make the transfer in the accounts so as to prevent 
confusion in them hereafter and it appertains to the Governor 
and Committee and you and the Council, to decide if it shall 
remain. 

18. The Revd. Mr. Blanchette the Roman Catholic 
Missionary requests a passage in the canoes from Montreal 
for two Schoolmasters, 2 Farmers, and 2 Engagees, he writes 
to the Bishop at Red River on the subject and perhaps he may 
wish to send some from Red River. Mr. Blanchette requests 
you would oblige him by allowing them to come with the 
Brigade to this place when Bishop Provencher may wish to 
send, 

19. I send with this a list of a few articles which Governor 
Etoline wishes to be purchased for him and forwarded by first 
opportunity if possibly he would wish them here by the vessel 
foapeiere 1.1842. 

20. Mr. Angus McDonald (A) Clerk at Fort Simpson has 
given notice of his wish to retire from the Service in 1842. 

21. I am sorry to say that though Mr. Work’s health is 
sufficiently improved to be able to attend to his business still 
he is not sufficiently strong to attempt to cross the Mountains. 

22. I have heard nothing from Thompsons River since I 
received the melancholy intelligence of the murder of the late 
Chief Factor Black in him we have lost a colleague who had 
certainly some peculiarities and (who is without them) still it 
is but justice to say he was attentive to his business most 
anxious to promote the Interest of the concern and spared no 
pains or labour to accomplish that object. 

23. The Revd. Mr. Desmit a Roman Catholic priest from 
Belgium came with the American party to their Rendez-vous 
he then joined a party of Indians and went to the flat Heads 
with whom he passed some time but returned to St. Louis from 
whence he is it is said, to come back to the Flat Head this 
Summer with several other priests and a few men to establish 
themselves in the Flat Heads Country, at the same time and 
with the same party came several Presbytarian Missionaries 
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who have despersed themselves over the Country in the 
Interior but only one Settler came with his family and who 
now is desirous to leave the Country and proceed to 
Calefornia. 

24. Some men go out who expect that they will be allowed 
to engage at York on condition of being allowed to go free at 
the end of their time in the country I hope no one will be 
engaged on any other than the usual terms. 

I am 
Sir 
Your Obedient and Humble Servant 
Joun McLovucu1iin 


Honolulu, Woahoo 
1st March 1842. 


Sir George Simpson to 


John McLoughlin Esq. 


Dear SIR 

1. I have to acknowledge receipt of a letter you addressed 
to me under date 16th ulto.,? accompanied by a comparative 
statement of the difference in result between the Steamer 
Beaver and Lama, employed in trading furs on the North 
West Coast, with the object of inducing a change in the opinion 
I have formed as to the mode of conducting that branch of the 
business in future; but I regret very much that, after the best 
consideration I have been able to give the subject, both while 
on my visit to the coast and since then, my views or sentiments 
remain unaltered. My reasons for conducting the business 
in the mode I have pointed out, were given very fully in the 
23d, 24th, 25th, 26th and 29th pars. of my dispatch of 25th 
Novr. 1841, to the Governor and Committee, copies of which 
are annexed; and | have addressed them further on the subject, 


1D. 4/27, fos. 3-9d. ‘This is the copy in Simpson’s Outward Letter Book. 
2 See pp. 334-40. The letter is dated February 10, and not February 16. 
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as well as upon others, as pr. the 2d, 3rd, 4th, sth, 6th, 7th, 
8th, 9th, roth, r1th, 12th, 13th and 14th Pars. of my dispatch 
of the rst Inst., also annexed. 

2. By the pars. last referred to, you will observe that I have 
pointed out the expediency of forming a depét as early as 
possible at the Southern end of Vancouver’s Island. My 
reasons for urging this measure are given in such detau, that I 
shall not trouble you with repetitions, considering it merely 
necessary to refer to what I have already said to the Govr. & 
Committee on the subject; and I have now to request the 
favor, that you will take the necessary steps to have the 
Southern end of Vancouver’s Island very particularly examined 
in the course of the ensuing Summer, in order that a proper 
place may be selected combining, if possible, all the advantages 
required, the most important of which are a safe and 
accessible harbour, well situated for defence, with water-power 
for Grist and Saw Mills, abundance of timber for Home 
Consumption and Exportation, and the adjacent country well 
adapted for tillage and pasture farms on an extensive Scale; 
and as the selection of the locality is a matter of much 
importance, I have to beg that it be made either by yourself or 
C. F. Douglas. A complement of from 40 to 50 officers and 
men will be required for the establishment for a year or two, 
until the natives become reconciled to our presence among 
them; and as it may be inexpedient to abandon at one and the 
same time the three posts, say Fort McLoughlin, Stikine and 
Tacow, that of Stikine may be continued during the year 1843, 
but the other two posts, say Fort McLoughlin and Tacow, you 
will be pleased to abandon, removing the officers and people 
of those establishments to the new depét, and the people so 
removed, with about ten more from Vancouver, will be an 
ample compliment for the new Establishment, which I have to 
beg may be placed under the charge of C. F. Douglas. 

3. By some of the pars. of my dispatch already referred to, 
you will see that I have strongly recommended that a new 
branch of business be entered into from this depét, in the Whale 
Fishery, which, I think, promises well, and in the selection of 
a site for the Establishment, it will be well to bear in mind that 


264 APPENDIX A 


it might be exceedingly inconvenient to the shipping to be 
under the necessity of going into the Gulf of Georgia, and that 
if a fit place can be found in the Straits of de Fuca, it would be 
the most eligible situation. 

4. With regard to the Beaver, it will be well to employ her 
during the present season as a sailing vessel on the Coast, or 
wheresoever her services may be required, as it appears the 
Boilers have not come out by the Vancouver, they may 
nevertheless be expected by the Prince Albert; and after the 
business of the season is over, I have to recommend that the 
machinery be put into her at Fort Vancouver, so as to render 
her services available in the early part of the following Spring, 
when she will be required to assist in removing the 
establishments of Tacow and Ft. McLoughlin and in other 
duties on the coast. 

5. In accordance with the arrangements made previous to 
our departure from Fort Vancouver, it will be necessary to 
allow Capt. McNeil proceed to England in the Cow/iz, to 
sail from the river not later than the first week in October, 
next autumn, and I think that may best be done on the footing 
mentioned in the sist par. of my dispatch of rst Inst., and I 
would recommend that the Steam vessel be put under the 
command of Captain Duncan, transferring Capt. Brotchie 
either to the Prince Albert, so as to take her home this autumn, 
or to the Vancouver, as you may consider advisable. 

6. In order to render the Beaver Steamer more useful than 
she has heretofore been in transport I have to beg that a 
decked Lighter, of about 150 tons, to be towed by her, be 
built in the course of the ensuing winter at Nisqually, after a 
plan & specification that will be forwarded by the Prince 
Albert. This lighter should be considered as part and parcel 
of the vessel, to accompany her everywhere, which she can do 
without any material hindrance or inconvenience, from Puget 
Sound up to Cross Sound, the whole of that inland navigation 
being adapted, as if specially by nature, for such mode of 
transport. 

I have to beg the favor of your attention to the plan of 
conducting the Salmon Fisheries upon the coast, noticed in the 
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7th par. of my dispatch of 1st Inst., as early as the means of 
establishing them may be at your disposal. While on the 
subject of the Salmon Fisheries, it may be in place to remark, 
that the fish is ascertained to be of very superior quality, and 
that China, the United States and these Islands present an 
unlimited outlet for that article, provided it be well prepared, 
but I regret to say that it seems to be losing character, from 
some neglect or defect in the curing, and that the fish would be 
more saleable and in greater estimation if the bone were left in, 
as pointed out by the London fishmongers, instead of being 
removed, as has heretofore been the case: the casks, moreover, 
appear weak and badly coopered, so that the fish is injured by 
the loss of brine. 

7. The arrangement that was made with Capt. Varney of 
the Thomas Perkins, last Summer, by which you were relieved 
of opposition in the fisheries, may have been judicious, but I 
do not consider it good policy to follow up any such 
arrangements in any similar case that may hereafter occur, nor 
to purchase American goods, as was done last Summer, on 
any terms: on the contrary, I am decidedly of opinion that any 
stranger entering the river for the purpose of trading, either in 
fish or furs, should be vigorously opposed, so as to saddle the 
party with a loss, instead of entering into any arrangements 
with them, by which they may make a profit, however small. 
Since our arrival here, we have learned, that a vessel from 
Boston, the flora chartered by the Methodist Missionary 
Society, or bringing out goods on freight for the Willamette 
Missionaries, will be in the Columbia river in the course of 
this Spring or Summer. From the quantity of Staves I saw 
collected at the Willamette falls and other parts of that 
Settlement, I have no doubt that the Americans in that 
quarter will direct their attention actively to the curing of 
Salmon for that vessel this season, and that, although it had 
not transpired at the Columbia, there has for some time past 
been an arrangement to that effect, between the Missionaries 
and their brethren in the States. These people ought, I think, 
to be energetically opposed, both at the falls and wherever else 
they may enter into competition with us, in the purchase of 


266 APPENDIX A 


fish, furs or any other branch of trade, and as the water 
privileges of the Willamette Falls and building sites in that 
quarter must very soon become valuable, I have to beg that 
you will take possession of and occupy on behalf of the 
Company, such portion of the water privileges as you conceive 
the Company have a claim to by prior occupation; and that you 
will erect the machinery for the Grist and Saw Mills, now on 
its way from England, at those Falls; retaining possession, 
moreover, of sites for dwelling houses, Stores, Granaries and 
other necessary buildings and of an extensive piece of land on 
the top of the hill, to be occupied as a farm or other purpose, 
as may hereafter be considered adviseable. 

8. I believe you fully agree with me as to the inexpediency 
of persevering in our attempt to form a business in California. 
On this subject I have said so much to the Govr. & Committee 
in the annexed pars. of my dispatch, that it is not necessary to 
enlarge thereon in this communication. By the accompanying 
letter to Mr. Rae, you will see that I have requested the 
business be wound up with the least possible delay, and that, 
if the premises cannot be sold, that they be rented to some 
good tenant, if such can be found, who will keep them in 
repair until they can be otherwise disposed of. Mr. Rae 
seemed to think, that, in the course of this season, he would 
have, of his own collection, about 10,000 Hides: of that, 
however, I am very doubtful. By the accompanying letter 
and instructions given to him while in California, he is 
authorised to purchase for cash or goods, or take on freight for 
England, a sufficient quantity of Hides, with his own 
collection, to make up a return cargo for the Prince Albert. 
From the unwillingness of the people in California to do any 
business that is likely to prove advantageous to the Company, 
with a view of discouraging our continuance in the trade, I am 
apprehensive Mr. Rae will not be able to make a purchase at 
the market price, nor to get hides on freight. It may, 
therefore, be well to provide at the Columbia a quantity of 
choice spars, equal to half a cargo, for the English Market, 
and to send the vessel on to California immediately after she 
has discharged her cargo at Vancouver, sending an active, 
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intelligent officer, to act under the directions of Mr. Rae at 
San Francisco, or as Supercargo. If a full cargo can be 
obtained, the spars may be left or sold upon the coast, if not, 
to be taken on to England, in either case the ship taking her 
departure direct for England (without touching at the Islands 
or elsewhere) before the 15th November, so that she may 
arrive in London in time to proceed to the Bay in June. 

g. As it is not intended to continue the California business, 
it will be unnecessary to provide the decked Launch required ; 
and any goods that may be imported, intended for that market, 
instead of being forwarded should be made applicable to 
meeting any demands for the Sandwich Islands or for 
Vancouver, as I am decidedly averse to forwarding any more 
goods to California under any circumstances, and must put an 
unqualified negative on the drawing of funds for cash purchases 
after the cargo of the A/bert shall have been provided; indeed, 
every transaction that we have entered into in that country of 
late, will be found to be productive of vexation and loss; and 
after the contracts and other Engagements that have been 
already entered into for the purchase of Grain, are completed, 
I have to beg that no farther transactions of any kind be 
entered into with any one, of whatever rank or standing in 
California. The grain which Governor Alvarado, Genl. Vallego 
and Mr, Sutter have contracted to deliver, I consider, would 
be a very dear purchase even at the freight & charges of 
transport, and that submitting quietly to the loss of the purchase 
money, which was paid in advance, would be a safer and better 
way of getting out of the transaction, than by sending craft 
for the purpose of transporting it. 

10. From Mr. Ermatinger’s report of the country both on 
the Sacramento and other rivers falling into the Bay of San 
Francisco, and that of the Rio Colorado, about Red Bay, it is 
quite evident that no good can arise from prosecuting the Fur 
trade or maintaining the trapping parties in those districts of 
country; and after the operations of the present season are 
over, instead of sending the Expedition back to California, or 
forming a trading establishment at Pelican or Trinidad Bay, 
as was contemplated, or any other part of the coast or interior 
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country, South of the Shasty Mountains, I have to beg that 
the Expedition be broken up, unless you can find useful 
employment for it in the Snake country; in short, the sooner 
we break off all communication, either directly or indirectly 
with California, the better. 

11. I think Mr. Rae ought to remain at his post until after 
the killing season of 1843, and that in the fall of that year a 
vessel be sent to remove the hides, such part of the property of 
the establishment as cannot be disposed of for prompt payment, 
and to carry Mr. Rae and the people back to Vancouver; but 
on no consideration to prolong the winding up of this losing 
business beyond the autumn of 1843; and any debts that may 
then be outstanding, I would recommend being sold, if 
possible, to Mr. Spence of Monterey, Wilson & Scott of 
Santa Barbara, or any of the very few other respectable people 
in that quarter, at any thing they may fetch; indeed I should 
think 334 p. cent. prompt payment, on the debts that may be 
then outstanding would be their full value. 

12. We had it at one time in contemplation to get some 
more cattle and sheep conveyed from California to the 
Columbia River; but I think that now we have a sufficient 
number of these animals, if they be properly attended to, and 
as the expence and difficulty, together with the risk of getting 
flocks and herds conveyed that distance, are very great, no 
further step should be taken towards procuring any more 
sheep or cattle from California. 

13. From what we have been enabled to learn since our 
arrival here, in regard to the prospects of trade in this quarter 
(the Sandwich Islands), I think there is promise of a fair market 
for large quantities of salmon, Wood, Provisions for shipping 
and other country produce and although the market is 
overstocked at present with British Manufactures, I am 
nevertheless of opinion that after the present glut is wrought 
off, there will be a steady demand for imported goods. We 
must not, however, aim at a monopoly of the business here, as 
from its centrical situation and the number of wealthy people 
who are more or less connected with the trade of the Northern 
Pacific, and who are much more conversant with it than we 
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can be, it is quite evident that the Company cannot, without 
deviating from its legitimate trade and becoming general 
merchants, hold the position here which it was at one time 
expected we should fill. The Company would always require 
an Agency here, for the sale of the Timber, Salmon, and other 
country produce, and the same agency can conduct a more 
enlarged business, without incurring any material additional 
outlay for premises or management; but I do not think we 
should enter into a larger import business, than may be 
necessary to give us a certain command of shipping in these 
Seas; and that our Requisitions from England ought, for 
several years to come, to be confined to £4,000 to £5,000 p. 
annum at the very outside; and indeed until the present 
overstock of goods is exhausted, ought not to exceed £2,000 to 
£3,000. 

14. From the information we have collected on the spot in 
regard to the business of the islands and the footing on which 
the Agency is now placed, under the joint management of Mr. 
Pelly and Mr. Allan, it will not be necessary to send any 
Gentlemen hereafter from the Columbia to investigate or 
report upon the state of the business; and as the assistance 
now afforded to these Gentlemen is quite sufficient for 
conducting the affairs, I have to beg that no further expences 
be incurred in sending Officers, Servants or assistants 
whatsoever to this place, beyond the man requested to be sent 
from England in the double capacity of Cooper and yard 
keeper. The allowance made to Mr. Pelly for his services in 
the Agency, is £300 p. annum, with permission to do business 
on his private account, and Mr. Pelly is ready to accept an 
additional £100 p. annum, as a compensation for the loss of 
his private business, in the event of the whole of his time and 
services being required by the Company. The Salary to Mr. 
Allan at £100 p. annum is to be continued as heretofore, with 
an allowance of £120 p. an. to cover the expence of board, 
lodging &c., and an allowance is to be made to Mr. Pelly of 
£50 p. annum for the board and lodging of the App. 
Postmaster attached to the Establishment. These charges, 
with warehouse rent and occasional day labor in the yard and 
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Stores, may be considered as comprehending all the Expences 
upon the business at this place. 

15. I regret to learn that the captains and officers of the 
Company’s ships visiting this port, are in many cases not 
quite so circumspect in their conduct as desirable, assuming 
discretionary powers with which they are not invested, such 
as discharging and transferring from one ship to another 
officers and seamen, purchasing various supplies and incurring 
expences without consulting the Agent; in short, holding 
themselves above all Agency or restraint, and in some 
instances have been exceedingly disrespectful and abusive in 
their deportment and communications with the Agent. It is 
necessary for the well-being of the service, that such conduct 
should be checked, and to that end I have addressed a letter, 
of which annexed is a copy, to Messrs. Pelly and Allan, 
Agents, which they are instructed to exhibit to the Commander 
of every vessel belonging to the Company, visiting this port; 
and I have to request the favor of your giving effect to the 
intent and spirit of that communication by every means in your 
power. 

16. By the Cow/itz, in which I am about to take my passage 
to Sitka, the contract otter skins brought last autumn from the 
East side the Mountains, likewise the Lynx Skins of the West 
side the Mountains, which were intended to have been 
delivered last summer, are forwarded for the Russ. Am. Coy., 
also some goods brought from England by the Vancouver for 
that association, which are now in the course of being 
trans-shipped from that vessel to the Cow/itz. I shall, on 
delivery of these articles respectively at Sitka, obtain bills on 
the board of direction in St. Petersburg, in payment of the 
otter and Lynx skins and for the freight of the goods from 
England. One copy shall be forwarded under cover to you, 
to be transmitted by the earliest conveyance to the Govr. & 
Committee; another copy will be left under cover at Sitka, 
and the third will be taken by myself to St. Petersburg, to be 
accepted as I pass through that city. The Lynx skins of this 
season should, if an opportunity occurs, be delivered in the 
course of the Summer or Autumn, to enable us the earlier to 
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receive payment for the same, the otters should be shipped 
either in the course of the winter or sufficiently early in the 
Spring, if possible, to receive bills in time to forward one copy 
by the Spring Express of 1843, and the other by the Ship in 
the Fall to England. 

17. The desire throughout the service on both sides the 
Mountains, for permission to retire and settle as 
Agriculturalists on the Shores of the Pacific, amounts at 
present almost to a mania, and if complied with to any material 
extent, might be attended with serious inconvenience. I mean 
to draw the attention of the Govr. & Committee particularly 
to this subject on my return to England, and until you hear 
further thereon, I have to beg that no servants, except such as 
distinct promises have already been made to, or persons who 
have a right to their freedom in the country, be released from 
their engagements in the Columbia; and that instead of 
leaving them to exercise their own discretion as to the place 
of their retreat, you will discourage their settling in the 
Willamette or South Side of the River, and induce them to 
seat themselves down on the Cowlitz portage, Nisqually, or 
Southern end of Vancouver’s Island, when we are prepared 
to move thither, allowing, however, none to go to the last 
place, except industrious, well conducted men, principally 
Europeans, or Settlers from Red River. 

18. Although there is a very large establishment of people 
at present on the West side the Mountains, more perhaps than 
may be absolutely necessary for carrying on the business, | 
think instead of discharging supernumeraries, unless worthless 
or useless, they ought to be retained, as you cannot count on 
the usual levy of recruits from the East side the mountains 
either this year or next, owing to the great difficulty that exists 
in getting men from Canada and Europe. Of Sandwich 
Islanders we have already too many in the Service, I have, 
therefore, to request that no more of those people be engaged 
for the present: and, in conclusion, I have further to request 
that no new Expedition, Trading Post, or other branch of 
business, beyond what has been already agreed upon between 
us, and appearing on record in my correspondence, be entered 
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into, without communication with the Govr. & Committee 
or Council, however promising or inviting such business may 
be 
I remain, 
Dear Sir, 
Your mo. Obedt. hmble. Servt. 
(Sd.) Gro Simpson 


Honolulu 1 March 18421 


From John McLoughlin 
To Sir George Simpson 


SIR 

I beg to hand you with this, your letter to the Governor & 
Committee which I have perused with the attention, the 
importance of the subjects you call to their Honors attention 
entitles them. 

2. In sending Mr. Rae to Calefornia, with an Outfit, I 
only acted in compliance with their Honors instructions, and 
I desired Mr. Rae to purchase the premises he inhabits for 
the Company, because it would cost less to do so than to get 
ground and build at St. Francisco, as to do so I must have sent 
people from Vancouver, and detained the Barque Cowelitz at 
St. Francisco till the building was erected, and thereby lose 
the present trip the Cowe/itz made to this place, by which she 
brought timber worth $3459, and Salmon for $2560 say in 
total $6019, which would have been lost to the Company, if 
the Cowelitz had not brought it here this trip, so that by 
purchasing the Establishment at St. Francisco, the Barque 
Cowelitz was enabled to bring Columbia produce to this 
market, which, otherwise would have been of no benefit to the 
Company, and which was of much more value than sufficient 
to pay for the Establishment in question, and I beg to observe 
that the Establishment was not paid in money, but in Goods at 
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50 p.cent on prime cost, as to giving credit I instructed Mr. 
Rae to do so, because it is impossible to carry on business 
there without giving credit, and I did so in the expectation of 
being paid in Wheat (which I have every reason to suppose 
will be the case, as there is nobody else who will purchase it) 
and which I did in the event of the failure of our Crop that we 
might have wheat to fulfil the Company’s Contract with the 
Russians, and which I beg to say is a very proper precaution, 
and if not required for that purpose, it might be ground into 
Flour and sent to the Sandwich Islands, where I was certain 
it would always command a good price, at present I am told 
Flour is selling at this place for 12 dollars p.barrel. 

3. While on the Calefornia affairs I must observe, that it 
does not appear to me to afford so good a prospect for 
business for the Hudsons Bay Company as I expected, yet I 
still think it affords a good field for a private Individual with 
Capital, and as the duties paid last year are said to be 1 I 5000 
dollars, and never less than 60 or 70,000, while we know well 
that not half the duties are paid on the Goods entered in the 
Country, It seems to me certain, that the Exports must be 
much more than we have been informed. But to return to 
our business, now we are in it, I would advise to give the 
business a fair trial this Season in the way proposed, and as the 
Vancouver ought to go there Winter 1843, on her return 
from her trip to this place, to receive the Calefornia Wheat, 
Mr. Douglas or I might come in her, and if the business 
affords no encouragement, it might be closed by transporting 
the remains of the Goods in the Vessel to Vancouver. 

4. In your 40 Par., you state, ‘“ Before concluding this 
subject (the affairs of Woahoo) I would beg to recommend, 
that in any change that may hereafter be made in the mode of 
conducting the Agency say by employing salaried Officers 
making them a certain precuniary allowance to cover board & 
lodging, and not maintaining a household Establishment, the 
expenses connected with which, would be unlimited as at 
Lachine, and at other parts of the Country, if the Company 
had such an Establishment here, it would become the resort 
of all strangers, and would be expected by the Publick, to be 
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kept as an open house.” I agree with you that the Company's 
Officers at this place ought not to keep house at the Companys 
expense for the reasons you state, but I think it would be well, 
that a Commissioned Officer was here, as by employing only 
people on a salary the company is actually paying them to 
learn a business, in which they may oppose the Company 
when they please. 

5. In 48 Par. You object to the agent here having power 
to purchase oil for the English market, and it is because | 
felt this is a delicate business that I was so anxious in London 
in 1839, the Company would select an Officer for this place 
on whose judgement they felt disposed to rely as there are 
times in which good purchases may be made for the London 
market. 

As to the mode of carrying on business at Woahoo, when 
speaking in London on the subject in 1838/9, I was confining 
ourselves entirely to the wholesale line, that is selling by the 
package and piece, I was afterwards led to believe that we 
ought to retail, but from the information I have got since I am 
here, I think my first opinion was right, and that we ought 
to confine ourselves to supplying the retailers with British 
manufactures, so as to gain their good will & custom, and 
confine our retail business to Columbia produce. 

7. I agree with you in your remarks and instructions in 
regard to the business of this place, as in your letter to me of 
February 1842, except that I think it is to the Companys 
interest that Mr. Douglas or I ought to come here, when we 
can be conveniently spared from Vancouver, which would be 
no expense, as we could come and return with the vessels. 

8. Your instructions in regard to a lighter will of course be 
complied with, but I do not see to what use she can be applied, 
the salmon can be collected, on the Coast in the Vessel that 
will take it to market, and the Soil of Nisqually is so poor, we 
ought to wait to see if it will grow grain for exportation, before 
going to the expense of building Crafts to transport it. 

g. As to our Salmon the defect is not in the curing, but in 
the Cutting, we have latterly adopted another mode, which I 
believe will succeed. 
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10. By my arrangement with Varney, he paid our Salmon, 
as dear at Vancouver, as we sell it at Woahoo, and we paid for 
his Goods 333 p.cent in advance on first cost taking our last 
importations as a standard, and the last Woahoo prime Cost 
for his Molasses, Sugar & Salt paying the balance in Cash at 
5/ p. dollar, and even if we had paid all I purchased from him 
in Salmon, he must have lost money, in consequence of the 
time he must have spent in waiting, while by purchasing his 
goods I prevented his interfering with our trade, and resold 
them to advantage, but I agree with you that under different 
circumstances and indeed in general, it is impolitic and 
improper to buy up an opposition. 

Im. You direct the Southern Party under Mr. 
Ermatinger to be broken up, but I must observe that if Mr. 
Ermatinger finds any prospect of making a hunt in 1842/3 
on the Sacramento, or Bay of St. Francisco he will leave the 
traps of the party ex cache, and if he has done this, we will not 
have traps to employ these men in any other place, and in this 
case, it is necessary for this reason that the party go back for 
1842/3. 

12. As to the Servants retiring to the Wallamette, and 
Cowelitz, the last place has no good prairie ground to form a 
Settlement, and by preventing the old Servants from retiring 
to the Wallamette, they will be deprived of the means of making 
themselves comfortable in their old age, make them disaffected 
to the Company, and it will be keeping the Country to be 
settled by the Americans who will certainly be very differently 
disposed towards the Company. 

13. It seems to me by your mentioning that the plan for a 
lighter 1s to come by the Abert, that it must have been 
determined, before you left London, that Ft. Durham, 
Stikine & Ft. McLoughlin were to be abandoned, and the 
business of these places carried on by the Steamer, but it 
appears to me as I was told in London in 1838/9 when I 
applied for the District Accounts, that their Honors are not 
aware of the sum of money lost by the Steamer, I do myself 
the honor to hand you, a copy of the district accounts of the 
North West Coast, with a recapitulation of the Balances to 
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Outfit 1841, by which you will see the exact expense of each 
place, & what it has done, and as I already repeatedly 
mentioned, the most advantageous mode of carrying on the 
business of the North West Coast is to keep up the present 
Establishments, erect one more on Vancouvers Island, and 
convert the Beaver into a sailing vessel, by which she will do 


all the transport to & from the Coast, relieve one of our ships 


from that duty, and in the Winter bring a cargo of Salmon to 
these Islands, and a great deal more money would be made 
than in the mode you propose, and I can say that all the 
gentlemen who pretend to any knowledge of the business of 
the Coast, have expressed themselves as agreeing in opinion 
with me on the subject of the Steamer, except one, who on my 
producing the accounts said without examining them Oh it 
is of no purpose, whatever you may say, the Directors are 
decided on carrying it, and it will be carried on”’, and the only 
apology I can give for troubling you again with this subject, 
is the natural feeling of pain it must give me to see my labor 
time & money lost to no purpose whatever. 
I have the honor to be 
Sir 
Your very obedt. humble Servant 
(signed) Joun McLoucutin 


Honolulu, Woahoo 
34 March 1842°* 


Sir George Simpson to 


John McLoughlin Esq. 


SIR 

1. I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of ist inst., received this afternoon, and although 
unwilling to enter into correspondence on subjects which have 
been so fully discussed already, I shall nevertheless make a 
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very few remarks on some of the points that seem to require 
notice. 

2. With regard to the instructions given to Mr. Rae, in 
reference to the purchase of an Establishment at San Francisco, 
and to the mode of conducting the business in California, no 
doubt can exist that those instructions were dictated by a most 
anxious wish to place that new branch of business on an 
advantageous footing; but you quite misunderstood the 
Govr. & Committee’s desire with regard to an Establishment, 
who never could have meant the purchase of some 100 or 150 
yards frontage by as many in depth, at the wretched place of 
Yerba Buena, which of all others is the least adapted in point 
of situation & climate for an Establishment; their Honors’ 
view and intention having been to get possession of a large 
district of country, where they might, if hereafter found 
advisable, carry on pastoral and agricultural operations upon 
an extensive scale, besides other business. Such a district of 
country might have been obtained by management without 
any purchase, and the very few servants that would have been 
required to carry on the business, could easily have erected the 
buildings necessary in such a climate for their protection from 
the elements. Under these circumstances it would not have 
been necessary to detain the vessel, as a place might have been 
rented for the purpose of depositing the goods until our arrival 
upon the spot, at some 200 or 300, instead of paying 4600$ 
for the buildings we have got, which, as you say, are not paid 
for in Cash, but in goods at 50 p. cent. advance on Vancouver 
prices, which, at that low per centage, will be found to amount 
to much more money than if paid for in specie. But, as stated 
in my letter to the Gov. & Committee, I must repeat, the 
business was gone into precipitately, and knowing as you did 
that I was expected in the Columbia in the month of August, 
and that I should be in California in the course of the Winter, 
it would have been better to have so long (say from 3 to 4 
months) deferred any final arrangement, until we should have 
been enabled to form an opinion for ourselves upon the spot, 
as to the best mode of embarking in that branch of business. 

3. The instructions to Mr. Rae to issue goods on credit, 


278 APPENDIX A 


I think, were ill-judged. There are some in the trade who do 
not give credit at all; and I will venture to say that no one has 
ever been in that trade who, in so short a time, had such a 
large amount of outstanding debts in his books, and if I 
mistake not, you will find, on reference to the Gov. & 
Committee’s different communications, that the credit system, 
both in California and the Sandwich Islands, has always been 
deprecated. 

4. The purchase of grain I consider to have been quite 
unnecessary, as I think after the length of time we have been 
engaged in agriculture in the Columbia, the scale on which our 
agricultural Establishments are maintained, and the extent of 
agricultural settlement dependent on the Company for a 
market, we ought by this time to be able to meet all the 
demands upon us for grain, without rendering it necessary to 
go to California for supplies; and considering the quality of 
the article and the price (paid in advance) in California, a loss 
instead of a gain will be made by taking it to Fort Vancouver, 
there manufacturing it, & shipping it from thence to the 
Sandwich Islands, even should the high prices of the present 
time of scarcity, Flour now commands here, continue, which 
is very problematical. 

5. With further reference to the California trade, which 
you agree with me does not appear to be an object for the 
Company to prosecute, I have no doubt it might be found to 
answer by an industrious individual without capital, who had 
nothing to lose; but in the present state of that country I am 
decidedly of opinion that any Capitalist embarking in business 
there, must lose his means, unless gifted with more than 
ordinary prudence in his dealings; and in conclusion to my 
reference to this subject, I do not see that any good can arise 
from you or Mr. Douglas revisiting California; on the 
contrary, I think that both your time and the time of that 
Gentleman would be much more usefully employed by 
remaining at your posts, especially so, as I cannot give my 
consent to continue this branch of business, which in my 
opinion can be productive of no other results than loss and 
inconvenience, while it distracts our attention from more 
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important duties, and deprives us of the means of employing 
our shipping upon other and more productive branches of 
business, I have, therefore, to beg that the business be wound 
up in the course of the year 1843, leaving, if necessary, Mr. 
Rae alone, unencumbered by family or followers of any 
description to close any outstanding matters, until the following 
Spring or Summer, when he may take a passage from 
California to the Sandwich Islands, in any vessel proceeding 
thither, and from the Islands go to Ft. Vancouver by any 
favorable opportunity. 

6. With regard to the trapping party under the charge of 
Mr. Ermatinger, we were perfectly satisfied from the 
information we collected from that Gentleman, at least I was, 
that no good could arise from continuing our operations on 
the Sacramento or Bay of San Francisco, or in California at 
all; and as in extensive operations like the Hon. Company’s 
- where business arrangements should be made in advance from 
year to year, instead of being entered into and acted upon, 
either upon the impulse of the moment, or on loose & vague 
information, as would have been done had the contemplated 
Expedition of 100 men to Red Bay been entered into, I do 
not think it would be well to alter our plans in reference to that 
Expedition, whatever further report’ may reach you, even at 
the risk of losing the traps left e cache. That, however, I 
think, need not be the case, as it would be an easy matter to 
forward to California, by the Prince Albert, some person 
connected with Mr, Ermatinger’s Expedition, who would 
guide a party to the cache, if left on the Sacramento, so as to 
get them removed, and if left nearer home, and they are 
sufficiently valuable to render it an object to send for them, 
half a dozen men on horseback from the Willamette, I should 
think, would recover them in a very few days. 

7. With regard to the business of Woahoo, noticed in your 
4th par, referring to the goth par. of my dispatch to the Govr. 
& Committee it is a much easier matter to describe the 
qualifications of an officer well suited for such a charge, than 
to find the man; and although I am tolerably well acquainted 
with the character and habits of business of most of the 
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officers, either commissioned or non-commissioned, in the. 
Company’s Service, I am very doubtful that any at present 
disposable can be found better adapted for conducting the 
business to advantage, than those who are now here. It 1S 
easy to reprobate the mixing up in the politics of Woahoo, but 
in a small society like that of Honolulu, it is a difficult matter 
for the most cautious and circumspect to keep out of them; 
and this you and I have already had occasion to experience, 
and even with all our grave resolutions on the subject, I am not 
quite clear that during the fortnight we have been here, we 
have escaped being contaminated by the political atmosphere 
of this party-spirited Settlement. 

8. With regard to Mr. Pelly’s management, it has not been 
characterised by a business like finish or neatness, and I am 
aware he has not on all occasions followed his orders implicitly ; 
but I consider it due to that Gentleman to say, that great zeal 
has been manifested throughout his Agency, and if each 
transaction he ever entered into for the Company were scanned, 
I am quite sure it would bear the stamp of integrity, upright 
and honorable conduct and devotion to the interests of his 
employers. ‘‘ Moderate profits and quick returns de wat 
excellent mercantile adage, and that Mr. Pelly seems to have 
had in view in the sale of the shipments p. Forager & Wave, 
both of which have so far turned out very well, the first yielding 
a profit of about 45 p. cent. (except a portion still on hand, 
which being Marine stores may be expected to realize 100 
p.ct.) and the latter about 75 p.cent. It would be very desirable 
if we could prevail on the dealers or retailers to purchase their 
goods from us wholesale, say by the package; but if we confine 
ourselves to that mode of dealing, our goods may go off less 
rapidly than desirable, especially so that the market is now 
overstocked; I, therefore, think that as we have opened a 
retail shop, it may be well to continue it as a matter of 
experiment, and if not found to answer, it may hereafter be 
shut up, but not without authority to that effect from the Gov. 
& Committee or Council. 

g. I have no objection at all to the Agent here purchasing 
British Oil, or any other article at a saving price, as a remittance, 
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but I must decidedly object to any Agent, either at home 
or abroad, whether commissioned or non-commissioned, of 
whatever rank or standing he may be, entering on a speculative 
business, whereby he might at pleasure totally change the 
character and current of the Hon. Company’s concerns. 

10. I do not see that any good can arise from you or Mr. 
Douglas visiting this place; on the contrary, as I formerly 
said in reference to California, I am decidedly of opinion 
that you and that Gentleman can be much more profitably 
employed by remaining at home, and that the Agents here can 
conduct the business fully as well by instructions from London 
and Vancouver by correspondence, as by frequent visits, 
which would always be attended with inconvenience to other 
branches of the business and be more or less expence. 

11. With regard to the Lighter, I have nothing further to 
say than to refer to the 23d, to the 29th, and the 2d to the 14th 
pars. of my dispatch to the Govr. & Committee of the 25th 
Novr. and the rst Inst. respectively, and I beg that that craft 
may be prepared accordingly. Previous to my leaving London, 
I requested that a plan and Specification of a Lighter might be 
prepared and that request was repeated from Red River. This 
was not produced by any predetermination in reference to 
abandoning the posts of Fort McLoughlin, Stikine and Tacow, 
which was never thought of by me until my visit to the N.W. 
Coast (in the month of October last), but by your own repeated 
complaints that the Steamer had not sufficient room for the 
transport of goods, it therefore naturally occurred to me, as it 
would to anyone else who is in the habit of seeing Steam tugs 
towing vessels of all sorts and sizes, that a decked barge or 
lighter might be usefully employed as an appendage to the 
Steamer in the Inland Navigation between Puget Sound and 
Cross Sound, and with all due respect to your excellent 
judgement, I must say that my opinion as to the expediency 
of the measures noticed in the different pars. referred to, 
as to maintaining the Beaver as a Steam Vessel, and the 
changes in the mode of conducting the business of the Coast, 
remains unaltered, and is borne out and confirmed by several 
commissioned gentlemen, who from their habits of business, 
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long experience in that particular branch, and knowledge of 
the coast and its localities, are entitled to much consideration. 

12. I do not consider it necessary to occupy your time or 
my own on the other points noticed in your much valued 
communication, further than to say that no fresh light has 
been thrown upon them, to induce any alteration in the 
remarks and instructions I have deemed it my duty to give 
upon those subjects. 

I remain 
Sir 
Your Mo. Obedt. hmble. Servt. 
(Sd.) Gzo. Simpson 


Honolulu 7 March 18421 
From John McLoughlin 
To Sir George Simpson 


SIR 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter dated 3d Inst. and in addition to what I already 
mentioned on the subject of the purchase of the House at 
St. Francisco, I have only to add, that in instructing me to 
form an Establishment in Calefornia, it seems their Honors 
laid under the mistake that we could build where we pleased, 
and take what land we thought proper, but this as you know 
we could not do, and in making the purchase, I acted on the 
full conviction that it was the intention of the Company to 
carry on a regular business at that place (and which I 
believe it to be inferred from their correspondence) and not 
merely to make an adventure. Indeed the purchase of that 
Establishment had been considered so advantageous to the 
Company, for a place of business, that Mr. C. F. Douglas, a 
few months previous to Mr. Rae’s going there, had made a 
conditional bargain with the Owner, and which I mention 
merely to shew how the purchase was made, and if I did not 
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wait till you came, it is because the nature of the business would 
not admit of delay, and I considered it of little consequence 
to the Company, if it was necessary to do so, by whom it was 
done, provided it was well done. 

You say “the instructions to Mr. Rae to issue Goods on 
credit, I think were ill judged, there are some in the trade who 
do not give credit at all, I will venture to say that no one has 
been in the trade, who in so short a time, had such a large 
amount of outstanding debts on his Books, and, if I mistake 
not, you will find by reference to the Governor & Committees 
different communications that the credit system both in 
Calefornia and the Sandwich Islands, has always been 
deprecated.”’ It is true the Committee have always deprecated 
the credit system, both in Calefornia and the Sandwich 
Islands, and with whom I perfectly agree, if it was possible to 
carry on our business without doing so, but this is impossible, 
& your statement that there are some in the Trade who do not 
give credit at all, is entirely new to me, as I have not heard of 
a single dealer in hides & tallow in Calefornia who was not 
obliged to give credit, merely because cattle can be killed to 
advantage, only at one season in the year, and allowing that 
our outstanding debts in Calefornia are greater than those of 
any other Traders (which I have no reason to suppose) it 
should be kept in mind as we alone take the wheat, no other 
Traders have such chance of being paid. As to the Wheat 
not being required for the Russian Contract, it is a mere 
matter of opinion, and it may or it may not according to 
circumstances, and if not required for the Russian Contract, 
it may be ground into Flour, and sent to these Islands, where it 
will sell, and I am certain in a few years with management we 
will find sale for a large quantity of Flour at this place, and I 
had in view by taking wheat, to secure the command of the 
Trade of St. Francisco, as we would take no Wheat but from 
such Farmers as sold us all their Hides & Tallow. 

I do not comprehend your meaning when you state “| 
have no doubt it might be found to answer an industrious 
individual without Capital who had nothing to lose, but in 
the present state of that Country I am decidedly of opinion, 
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that any Capitalist embarking in the business there, unless 
gifted with more than ordinary prudence in his dealings, 
would lose money.”” Captn. Willson and Mr. Scott, and also 
some other individuals carry on a good business, on their own 
capital and are doing well, I understood Mr. Rae to say Captain 
Fitch would take goods to the value of ten thousand Hides, 
and pay the same season he received the goods and perhaps on 
the delivery of the Goods, and in wishing Mr. Douglas or 
myself went to Calefornia Spring 1843, it was only on the 
presumption, that the services of one of us could be spared for 
that purpose, and I must say it is extremely unfortunate, that 
the business was entered on, as in winding it up in the way you 
propose, it must be attended by a loss, and it is to be regretted 
that you did not state at Monterrey that you were determined 
Mr. Ermatinger’s party, should not return, as if these men have 
left their traps, we will not only lose these traps, but the means 
of employing the men this year, in any other quarter, and as a 
number of these Traps belong to Individuals, of course the 
Company will have to pay them, as to getting them by the 
Albert, or by sending six or seven men on horseback, it 1s 
quite out of the question, in the first place, every man hides 
his traps by himself, so as not to be robbed by others, & 
therefore none but himself can find them, in the second place, 
even if we could get them by the bert it would be too late 
for the season, and as to sending seven men on horseback from 
Vancouver to St. Francisco, you seem to forget it is too 
dangerous a country, for so few men to travel through, and it 
is certain that if Mr. Ermatinger has left his traps, and does 
not go back, the Company will lose Furs to the value of from 
fifteen hundred to three thousand pounds, on which the 
Company would gain from five to twelve hundred pounds, 
and which will be lost besides the traps, and having to pay 
wages to people who will be most troublesome and actually 
unfit to be employed, and whom it would be good policy if we 
had no employment for them to allow them go to Calefornia, 
so as to get rid of a burden. 

You think that no good could arise from Mr. Douglas or 
me visiting this place or Calefornia, which as far as I am 


APPENDIX A 285 


concerned I can view as no Compliment, and I presume Mr. 
Douglas will not differ with me on that point, and as to frequent 
visits which would always be attended with inconvenience to 
other branches of the business, you seem to forget I stated if 
we could be spared, and there is nothing apparently, to prevent 
one of us coming next season. 

If it had not been predetermined to abandon Stikine, Ft. 
McLoughlin & Tacow, why go to the expense of getting a 
plan for a lighter, and though a decked barge or lighter might 
be employed as an appendage to the Steamer, in the inland 
navigation, between Puget & Cross Sound, still we ought to 
be certain, that we will have something to transport, in her 
that will afford a prospect of paying before going to the expense 
of building her. 

In your first paragraph you observe, ‘“‘ Unwilling to enter 
into discussion upon subjects which have been so fully 
discussed already’, I am not aware that these subjects have 
been discussed, as it is perfectly out of the question, to talk of 
discussion, when there are only two persons at the discussion, 
and one has the power to decide as he pleases and does. And 
I hope you will believe, that I regret to find there 1s a difference 
of opinion between us on these points, and nothing but a sense 
of the duty I owe to myself and the Company, and a full 
conviction that the measures you propose, will be injurious to 
the Company’s interest and consequently mine, and that my 
opinion should appear on record, could induce me to trouble 
you, with these remarks. 

I have the honor to be Sir 
With the greatest respect 
Your obedt. humble Servant 
(Signed) Joun McLovucu in 
ve 
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Honolulu, Woahoo 
7th March 1842} 


From Sir George Simpson to 
John McLoughlin Esq. 


Dear Sir, 

1. I have to acknowledge your letter of this day’s date, 
and shall only trouble you with a very few observations on 
one or two of the points 1t embraces, as, after all I have said on 
the others, it appears to me it would be waste of valuable time 
to enlarge further upon them. 

2. With regard to the purchase of an Establishment at 
San Francisco, I am quite sure it was well meant, although it 
never would have entered into my mind to make such a 
purchase, had I previously been upon the spot or possessed 
correct information in regard to the country or trade. 

3. The more I look into the nature and character of the 
California business, the more am I convinced of the expediency 
of winding it up without delay, and must therefore recall your 
attention to my instructions thereon, contained in a letter I had 
the pleasure of addressing you on the tst Inst. 

4. As regards the trapping party under Mr. Ermatinger, 
I thought it was perfectly understood and agreed at Monterey, 
that its operations should not be renewed; Mr. Ermatinger 
gave no encouragement to that end, and as far as I was able to 
collect from your remarks, both there and at Santa Barbara, 
I certainly felt that you agreed with me in opinion as to the 
inexpediency of continuing it beyond the present season. If, 
after your return to Vancouver, however, you find that Mr. 
Ermatinger’s hunts during the present campaign, and his 
report as to future prospects are sufficiently encouraging, I 
have not the least objection to the re-equipment of that 
expedition from Fort Vancouver; but I must object to any 
establishment being formed or maintained upon the coast, for 
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the convenience of that Expedition, or again employing a 
vessel specially for the transport of its outfits and returns, as its 
operations cannot be of sufficient importance to justify such 
measures, Mr. Ermatinger, both while at Vancouver & 
Monterey, having repeatedly said that there was no field south 
of the Umpqua, where a party of more than 10 or 12 trappers 
in number can be employed to advantage. 

5. In saying in my last letter ‘‘ I had no doubt the California 
business might be found to answer an industrious individual 
without capital ”’, | meant merely to echo your own words, with 
the difference only, that you think the individual ought to 
possess capital, whereas I think the individual embarking in 
such a business ought to start without capital, in order to 
succeed, as there really does not appear to me to be any field 
for a capitalist in that country, in the present state of its affairs; 
whereas a man without capital may possibly gain and cannot 
suffer by losses, except in point of character, which few of the 
adventurers in that quarter are very particular about. Wilson 
and Scott are not new comers; they are very old and 
respectable standards in that trade, formed to their hands by 
Dr. Anderson; and so unprofitable is it to them at present, 
that they would be very glad to withdraw from it, if they could 
collect 50 p. cent. of their outstanding debts; while Bryant & 
Sturgis, who were the great traders of the Coast, are retiring 
from it in disgust, finding from experience that it is a bad 
business. 

6. In reference to you or Mr. Douglas visiting either 
California or the Sandwich Islands, I did not mean that my 
remarks should be uncomplimentary to either; but I meant to 
say that both you and that Gentleman have much more 
important matters to attend to, more immediately connected 
with our legitimate trade. I should consider it absolutely a 
waste of time and means, visiting either the one or the other. 

7. I have already told you verbally, and have repeated it in 
writing, that the abandonment of Fort McLoughlin, Stikine 
& Tacow was not predetermined & never was thought of by 
me, until after my departure from Nisqually in September last; 
and that the plan of the Lighter was applied for, in consequence 
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of your own complaint that the Steam vessel had not sufficient 
room for the transport of the goods; and these statements, I 
think, ought to be sufficient on that subject; and with 
reference to my letter of the 1st Inst. and the accompanying 
document, 
I remain, with much Esteem, 
Dear Sir, 
Your Mo. obedt. hmble, Servt. 
(Sd.) Go. Simpson 


Sitka 18th May 18421 


From Sir George Simpson to 


John McLoughlin Esqr. 


Dr. Sir, 

From the quantity of goods that will be required for the 
use of the R.A. Co’s service on this Coast, amounting, as 
nearly as I can at present judge, to about 250 tons more or less 
annually, it appears to me that an extra vessel will be required 
from England every year, commencing with the shipment of 
1843. By that vessel, in my opinion, should be sent all the 
British goods required by ourselves for the Coast, to be landed 
at Ft. Simpson as the depét, which at a rough estimate may be 
about 50 tons, & by the same vessel I think should be 
forwarded the British goods required at the Sandwich Islands, 
estimated about 50 tons more; say for the R.A. Co., our own 
N.W. Coast business and the Sandwich Islands branch of 
business from 350 to 400 tons of goods will henceforward, in 
all probability, be annually required, giving employment to 
an extra ship; that ship I think ought to take her departure 
from England in the course of the month of October in every 
year, so as to insure her getting here the following April or 
May; and as much loss of time would arise from going into 
the Columbia, I think she should not touch there at all; but, 
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if a chartered vessel, if chartered by the month, on delivery here 
of her goods intended for this place & Ft. Simpson, the latter to 
be taken by the Steamer to their destination; & if the goods be 
brought by one of the Company’s own ships, that a quantity of 
Spars be provided (to form a return Cargo) for England, 
either at Ft. Simpson or the new establishment to be formed at 
the Southern end of Vancouver’s Island, filling up with Wool, 
Hides, Salmon & any oil that may be collected. In furtherance 
of this view, should it be acted upon, I have to request that in 
preparing your Requisitions, you will distinguish the goods 
required for the business of the N. W. Coast intended to be 
left at the depét of Ft. Simpson from those required for the 
other branches of the Service; and when the establishment on 
Vancouver Island is formed, all the other goods intended for 
the West Side the Mountains except those required for the 
Columbia proper and New Caledonia, shall be deposited at 
the same establishment When the idea of embarking in the 
Whale Fishery from the establishment to be formed on the 
Southern end of Vancouver’s Island first suggested itself, it 
appeared to me that a vessel would be specially required for 
that branch of business if entered into, but as I learn there are 
a great may Right Whales in the Straits of De Fuca, in the 
Gulf of Georgia & the Straits & Canals in the neighbourhood 
of Ft. McLoughlin, Ft. Simpson & Tako, where sailing vessels 
ought never to be sent, every useful object would be gained by 
having a few active experienced Harpooners and other Whale 
Fishers, to form part of the Crew of the Steamer, ought to be 
provided, with two fast Whale boats & the necessary lines & 
other implements, this branch of business to be combined with 
the transport & other Coasting duties, merely directing their 
attention to the fishery as they fall in with Whales in passing 
up & down the Coast. The Steamer is intended of course 
always to be accompanied by a decked Lighter in tow, for the 
transport of such bulky goods as cannot conveniently be taken 
on board. Any oil that may in this manner be collected, 
would, together with Salmon taken at the fisheries proposed 
to be established at Johnston’s Straits, be taken from time to 
time to the Depét on Vancouver’s Island, as part filling up 
T 
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Cargo of the extra ship that will be required for the R.A. Co. 
&c, as already noticed. 

The best Timber of this Coast, & perhaps some of the best 
in the world for Spars, I understand is very abundant at 
Stikine, but that being Russian Territory, any timber taken 
from thence to England would be subject to a foreign or 
prohibitory duty. Ft. Simpson, however, may, I presume, be 
considered British Territory, & any timber taken from thence, 
or from any part of the Coast between Lat. 50° 40° and 42°, 
would, I presume, be considered British, and therefore 
admissable to entry in England at the low or British plantation 
duties. On this subject, however, I shall furnish you with 
information after my arrival in England: in the meantime, 
I hand you a memorandum of the dimensions of the most 
useful or saleable Spars intended for men-of-war, which Govr. 
Etholin gave me; as the people at the different establishments 
on the Coast, who have a great deal of leisure time on hand, 
might be usefully employed in preparing timber for shipment 
when they have no more pressing duties to perform. Besides 
the fine Timber for Spars at Stikine, Govr. Etholin tells me 
there is a description of Cypress there peculiarly well adapted 
for boat building, especially for Whale & other fast or racing 
boats, being light, durable, hard, requiring no paint, and never 
shrinking or becoming leaky in the Tropics, as boats made of 
other Timber do. 

The further information I have acquired in reference to the 
Fur trade of this Coast, is confirmatory of that which I 
previously received as to the total uselessness & waste of means 
that would be incurred by maintaining the posts of Ft. 
McLoughlin & Tako. You will, therefore, be pleased to take 
the necessary steps to abandon those posts in the course of 
next Summer, 1843, but the post Stikine, under proper 
management, may I understand be maintained with advantage, 
& that of Ft. Simpson is necessary for the properly conducting 
of the business of the Coast; but of course it is to be 
understood that the Steamer is to be kept in constant operation, 
& if actively employed, she will be found quite equal to all the 
inland navigation transport work from the depot in the 
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Straits of De Fuca, including Puget Sound and Frasers River, 
up to Cape Spencer, so that no sailing vessel need ever enter 
that inland navigation, or come to the Northward of the 
Straits of de Fuca, except when required in transport to 
Sitka. 

While on the subject of Steam Navigation, I think it is 
desirable that a proper workshop, provided with the necessary 
implements and materials, should be formed at the new Depét 
for Carless, where he could make & repair such machinery as 
might be required, rearing up 3 or 4 intelligent half-breeds as 
Apprentices, who could take his place in due time & in the 
mean time act as Assistant Engineers, & that an increase of 
Salary of £25 p. anm. should be allowed him for instructing 
these young men: this plan has been adopted by Govr. 
Etholin here, & he has now got besides Moore, the head 
Engineer, three others bred up to their business in the country, 
who are quite able to take Moore’s place. Besides their large 
Steamer, the R. A. Co. have a small Tug of 8 - horse power 
built here, the Machinery cast here & every thing completed 
upon the spot at a very small cost, and there are now two small 
pleasure steam boats of about 2 - horse power, in readiness for 
launching, built & the machinery cast & prepared by extra 
work in after hours. A similar tug, but of 2 additional horse 
power, say 10 instead of 8, would be very useful in the 
Columbia in towing the ships up & down the river, Lighters, 
Rafts, & other heavy transport work, which now occasions 
much loss of time & gives employment to a vast deal of manual 
labour. I draw your attention to these points, with a view to 
benefitting by the example of our Russian neighbours, when 
such can conveniently be done. 

It will be necessary to Copper the decked Lighter that is to 
attend the Steamer, as the ‘‘ Worm ” is exceedingly destructive 
on the N. W. Coast, especially at Stikine & Sitka; the proper 
Copper I understand will be 5 lb. sheets, which you should 
indent for. 

In the management of our Marine, much might be copied 
from our neighbours with great advantage, especially in the 
Officering & manning of our vessels. Many of their Mates 
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and fully half their seamen are natives of the country; the 
former sober, steady and attentive, the latter tractable, efficient 
and cheap servants. It has for a length of time & very 
frequently been strongly recommended, that you should get 
some of the natives apprenticed to the Marine branch of the 
Service. This is becoming more necessary from year to year, 
with a view to dispensing with the services of some of the 
Mates and Seamen now provided from England, whose 
misconduct & worthlessness we have had occasion to notice 
so frequently of late, & I have to beg that you use every 
endeavour to get 3 or 4 of these young men apprenticed on 
board each of the vessels employed in the Pacific; it will be 
necessary, however, to give positive orders that they shall be 
kindly treated and not Hectored over & abused by drunken 
Mates & Captains in their cups, as has not unfrequently been 
the case of late, & that they be not allowed to taste spirits during 
their apprenticeship ; indeed, unless an early change takes 
place in regard to the abuse of Spirituous Liquor on board our 
ships, I mean to recommend to the Board, that a sober, steady 
Clerk shall be put on board each ship while in the country, to 
act as Purser or Supercargo, who shall have the Spirits, wines 
&c under his charge, so that not even a glass of Grog shall be 
used in the Cabin or elsewhere except through his hands, 
8 that a log-book shall be kept by him, detailing every 
circumstance worthy of notice that occurs on board. The 
Log-books now kept, give no information that can be 
depended upon. The Captain, who ought to have no voice in 
the manufacture of the Log-book (the keeping of which 1s 
entirely the province of the Mate) directs what shall be 
inserted & what omitted, & under such direction you will on 
examination find no notice has been taken in the Log book of 
the Cowlitz of the drunkenness & misconduct of Heald at 
Monterey, Santa Barbara & the Sandwich Islands. 

With reference to the Agreement with Govr. Etholin 
respecting the sea and Land Furs, it is to be understood that 
we purchase both from the natives on (to ourselves) the most 
advantageous terms, as regards standard of trade or Tariff, 
and description of goods, charging the R.A.Co. in 3} point 
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Blankets, at the Tariff stated in the Agreements, for the Sea 
Otters we may collect on their account; and they charging 
us in like manner for the Land furs they may collect on our 
account, to be paid on the interchange of furs in the article of 
34 point Blankets. 

The furs for the R. A. Co. forwarded to the Sandwich Islands 
were much injured by the heat of the Climate, & had they 
remained there another month they would have been rotten 
and maggotty. It does not appear to me that sufficient care is 
taken to dust & air the skins, both furs & deer skins, previous 
to being packed. The schoolboys here, are kept certain hours 
every fair day occupied in dusting or beating the skins, even 
every Mink skin is beaten with two switches, by holding each 
end of it & laying alternately till not one particle of dust 
remains, & wiping the Grease carefully from the pelt; a 
certain number, perhaps 50 or 100 skins, are given out to two 
boys in the morning and they are taken back in a clean state in 
the course of the day. It is desirable you should give particular 
instructions on this subject to every person in charge of a post, 
and if that system of dusting and airing were followed, the furs 
would not be likely to suffer so much injury in passing the 
tropics, & less expensive labor would be required at the H. B. 
House. 

Herewith will be forwarded a Chart of the Gulf of California, 
which will be useful in the event of your having occasion to 
send for salt there. Our Captains, generally speaking, are so 
much men of pleasure or of worse habits, that they will not 
give their attention to the preparation of Charts, they will not 
even take the trouble of making copies for themselves, nor will 
they take care of the originals, with which they are provided at 
a very heavy cost. 

Let me beg that particular care be taken to forward to Sitka 
by every opportunity from time to time the Otter skins in 
payment of the Rent & those in fulfilment of the sale contract 
both from the East & West side of the Mountains. The 
Rent Otter skins are not delivered in full for the past year even 
yet, & none of the West side of the sale contract have as yet 
been delivered. When delivery is made of any Sale furs, you 
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will of course get Bills in return forthwith, which are to be sent 
to England by. every favorable opportunity. 

Scarborough I understand took his family to sea on board 
the Cadboro last year without permission. This is highly 
irregular & improper, & I have to beg that a charge be made 
against him in account for their board, according to the scale 
determined upon last Winter, & that positive orders be issued 
that no families nor passengers of any description, be taken on 
board any ship, without especial authority from you. 

I remain 
Dear Sir 
Yr. Mo. ob. hb. St. 
(sd.) Geo. SIMPSON 


Hudson’s Bay House, 
London 21st Decr. 1842." 


From the Governor and Committee 
to John McLoughlin Esqre. Or the 
Officer in charge at Fort Vancouver. 


SIR 
We last addressed you under date 7th September p. the 
Barque Columbia, and now forward duplicate of that Dispatch 
and some of the accompanying papers. We have since then 
received no communication direct either from yourself or from 
C.Factor Douglas, but C. Factor Finlayson has handed to usa 
Dispatch from Mr. Douglas under date 19th March last, 
addressed to the Council of the Northern Department; and 
since that came to hand, we have, by Governor Simpson’s 
arrival in this Country, been put in possession of much 
additional information in reference to the Company’s affairs on 
the Shores of the Northern Pacific. 
>. We have the satisfaction to inform you of the safe arrival 
of the Prince Rupert from York and Prince Albert from Moose, 
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with the returns of the Northern and Southern Departments, 
which have been delivered in good condition. The trade of last 
outfit in those as well as the Montreal Department, we regret 
to say, was very unfavorable; but from the reduced stock of 
Martens in the hands of the furriers, we are in expectation 
there will be a demand for that article towards spring at 
advanced prices. 

3. We now forward consigned to you the chartered Ship 
Diamond, B. Fowler Master, with 630 packages & sundry 
pieces goods belonging to the Company: 136 packages on 
freight for the Russian American Company and twenty nine 
belonging to the Pugets Sound Company, all shut out of the 
Columbia in September last; and the lading is made up with 
about 8 5 tons goods for the Russian American Company and a 
few on account of the Company in advance of next years 
shipment, as p. Invoice and Bills of Lading herewith. The 
Diamond is to proceed direct to the Columbia River, without 
touching at the Sandwich Islands or any other Port and we are 
in hopes she may arrive sufficiently early in the season to enable 
you to trans-ship the goods belonging to the Russian American 
Company on board one of the vessels in the country for Sitka, 
so as to be received there in the course of the summer or 
autumn: Should that however not be practicable, they must be 
safely stored, where the perishable articles may be as little 
exposed to damp as possible, until an opportunity present itself 
of sending them to their destination. 

We forward for your information copy of the Charter Party 
of the Diamond, by which you will observe that after delivering 
her outward cargo, you are at liberty to employ her in any 
other service at a further expence of freight: We do not 
however anticipate that such will be necessary, as it appears to 
us, there are as many vessels now attached to the country trade 
as can with advantage be employed. 

4. We shall now notice such subjects, referred to in 
Governor Simpson’s Dispatches from the Columbia and 
Sandwich Islands, as seem to require immediate observation. 

We regret to find the Beaver Steamer has been laid up for so 
long a time, owing to the defective state of the old Boilers, but 
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hope she has ere now been provided with the new boilers and 
is again in active operation. We understand from verbal 
report that you apprehend much difficulty in building the 
Lighter, intended to be towed by the Beaver Steamer, the 
drawings and specification for which were sent out p. the 
Valleyfield, and that for the want of a saw mill at Puget’s 
Sound, and other facilities for such an undertaking she would, 
if built there, be a very expensive vessel. We learn moreover 
from Governor Simpson that the worm is very destructive on 
the North West Coast, which he has intimated to you in his 
letter of 13th May, pointing out the necessity of the vessel 
being coppered and requesting that Copper for that purpose 
might be indented for. Under these circumstances, we 
consider it more than probable that you have not taken 
any steps towards building that craft, awaiting further 
communication from hence respecting it. In reference to this 
subject we are informed by Sir George Simpson that the 
Russian American Company have at Sitka a yard with 
tradesmen and the necessary conveniences for shipbuilding, 
and as it appears to us that they could construct such a vessel 
as is required at much less cost than can be done at Pugets 
Sound, you will, if the work has not already been entered upon, 
send the drawings and specification to Governor Etholen with 
a request that he will prepare the necessary estimates and 
tender for the building of the vessel, providing all materials 
except the Copper Bolts, the Rudder furniture and the Sheet 
Copper and nails for sheathing, which will be forwarded by 
the ship to sail in September, if we learn in the meantime by 
overland communication from Red River that the work will 
not be commenced at Pugets Sound, until you may receive the 
copper and hear further from us on the subject: and if you in 
the interim find by correspondence with Governor Etholen 
that the vessel can be built at much less cost by contract than 
by the Company’s servants, you will in that case accept Govr. 
Etholen’s tender, to the end that the work may be proceeded 
with as soon as the Copper and Rudder furniture be provided 
from hence. If Governor Etholen’s tender be accepted it will be 
necessary to stipulate that the timber be thoroughly seasoned. 
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5. We have considered with much attention Governor 
Simpson’s suggestions in reference to the abandonment of the 
Posts of Fort McLoughlin and Tako, and conducting the 
business of those Posts by the Beaver Steamer, noticed in his 
Dispatch of 25th Novr. 1841, and the Governor and Council 
of the Northern Department, being favorable to the view taken 
by that Gentleman of this subject as p. the 67th Resolve of 
this season, in which we concur, you will take the necessary 
steps for the abandonment of those posts as soon as convenient 
after receipt of this, if such has not previously been done: and 
we hope the Beaver will be kept so actively employed that no 
falling off in the trade will arise from the change, while by this 
measure of ceconomy a material saving may be effected. From 
a variety of considerations we think it inexpedient to withdraw 
the post of Stikine: that establishment will for the present 
therefore be maintained as usual, altho’ we have permission 
from the Russian American Company to abandon it whenever 
we may feel disposed so to do, as p. written authority to that 
effect, under date 13th October, copy of which is forwarded 
for your information to be deposited at Fort Vancouver. 

6. We have likewise considered with attention the subject 
of establishing a depot for the Coast on the Southern end of 
Vancouvers Island, suggested in the same Dispatch: This is a 
matter to which we gave much consideration several years ago, 
and on which we have given repeated instructions, as you will 
find by reference to some of our communications, but from a 
variety of causes it has from time to time been deferred. Our 
views have undergone no change on this subject since first 
agitated, you will therefore take the necessary steps to have it 
carried into effect as early as possible if that has not already 
been done. C. Factor Douglas, we understand, was to take 
his departure from Fort Vancouver in June last, with the view 
of looking for a suitable scite for the establishment in which 
we hope he may have been successful, and that he has found a 
situation in every respect adapted for the different objects that 
must there be held in view. 

7. We notice that it was intended to erect the Grist and 
Saw Mills sent out by the Vancouver at the Willamette Falls, if 
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this has not been done, and that there is a favorable situation 
for them near the new depét at Vancouver’s Island, we think 
it may perhaps be preferable to erect them there, where they 
will be more immediately required: and the scite at the 
Willamette falls may in the meantime be occupied by any 
temporary erection of the same description, until it may be 
found necessary to provide a more complete establishment. 

8. We are much disappointed to find that the prospects of 
business in Calefornia are not so favorable as we had reason to 
expect from the reports that reached us in reference to that 
country: and by the Account sales of the Hides, brought by 
the Columbia, you will find that they nett much less than they 
are valued at in the accounts, from which it will appear that 
remittances in that article are less productive than you 
seem to have anticipated. We therefore approve of the 
determination, that has been come to, of discontinuing that 
branch of business, which we hope may be wound up with 
less sacrifice of means than Governor Simpson seemed to 
apprehend: and unless Mr. Ermatinger’s report of the state 
of the Interior country, in regard to Beaver, be more favorable 
than it was when you saw him at Monterey, we think it will 
be inexpedient to continue the operations of an expedition on 
the Sacramento; you will therefore either break up that party, 
if there be no prospect of employing it to advantage in 
California, or change the scene of its operations to some 
quarter promising more favorable results. 

g. We have little at present to say on the affairs of the 
Sandwich Islands, where up to the last advices there was so 
little doing in the way of trade, and so large a stock of goods 
on hand, that we do not intend making any further shipment 
thither until next year, when the requisitions that have been 
forwarded to us will be complied with, unless we may in the 
meantime receive information that may induce us to alter our 
present views. For Wood, Salmon and other country produce 
there is however always a certain demand you will therefore 
forward supplies of those articles from time to time as your 
means of transport may admit, without deranging the other 
more important branches of trade. 
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10. With reference to the complaints, noticed in the 11th 
paragraph of our Dispatch of the 7th September, on the bad 
quality of the Bread and unsound state of the Salted Meat, we 
shall endeavour to send by the next ship a good Biscuit Baker, 
and a person acquainted with the mode of curing meat for 
exportation, so as to remove those complaints, which from the 
specimens we saw of the Bread and Meat we think were well 
founded: and we shall at the same time endeavour to forward a 
person, qualified to make up preserved Meats for exportation 
(if to be hired at moderate wages say about £75 p. annum) in 
compliance with the request contained in Sir George Simpson’s 
Dispatch of rst March 1842. 

11. Herewith we forward copies of letters that have passed 
between Sir George Simpson and Baron Wrangell at St. 
Petersburgh and of our letter to the Board of Direction of the 
Russ. American Company, dated 16th November, by which 
you will observe that we are to take 5000 prime, seasoned, 
parchment Beaverskins to average not less than 1} lbs. each, 
in exchange for the 5000 Land Otter Skins, sold to the 
Russian American Company under the Agreement of 
February 1839, and you will notice that in the event of any 
deficiency in the delivery of the Otters, the surplus Beaver are 
to be taken at 20s. p. lb. 

12. It is very desirable for the convenience and 
accommodation of the Russian American Company, which 
we are anxious to consult, that the delivery of the Otters 
should be made at Sitka before the 1st May in every year, so as 
to enable them to forward those Skins to Ochotsk by the ship 
of the same season, which usually sails about the 20th of that 
month, otherwise they will remain on hand at Sitka for a whole 
year, which would be attended with much loss and 
“inconvenience to that Association. 

In taking the Beaver in exchange, a person conversant 
with the quality of the article should be sent to receive them, 
who would reject any skins which might not come up to the 
description expressed in the correspondence. ‘These Beaver 
are to be made up in distinct packs under distinguishing 
marks and numbers, so that there may be no difficulty in 
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identifying them; and the interchange, you will understand, 
is to take place in 1844 and following year. The Beaver of 
1844 we expect will be received here sufficiently early to 
enable us to ascertain its quality and value, so as to regulate 
us in determining whether we shall continue the interchange 
for the year 1846 and afterwards, and to communicate the 
same to you in the spring of 1846 in time to effect the 
interchange: and as the Columbia ship of 1844 may be 
expected here in the course of the month of April 1845, the 
Russn. American Company will be able to convey instructions, 
via Siberia to Sitka, which may be expected there in the 
month of September following: and lest our instructions on 
this subject, which will in all probability be forwarded overland 
thro’ Canada and the Interior, likewise by the ship to sail in 
September 1845, should not get to hand sufficiently early for 
your guidance we shall write also vid Siberia and Sitka. 

Should any accident prevent the interchange on the part of 
the Russian American Company, you will in that case receive 
Bills on St. Petersburg as usual for the Otters: and you will 
of course continue to receive Bills in payment of Freight, Grain 
and any sales that may be made to them. The freight, you 
will understand is payable by Bills to be drawn at Sitka after 
delivery of the goods at 60 days after sight, as also the Bills 
for the grain and other articles, except the furs sold under date 
30th July 1840, which are payable two years after delivery. 

13. It 1s probable that in the course of a year or two hence 
the Russian American Company may require a further 
quantity of flour beyond what is already contracted for, for the 
supply of Kamschatka, but it will not be necessary to take any 
steps towards providing this flour, until you may receive further 
instructions on the subject: and in supplying Butter for the 
Russian American Company, you will understand, that by 
the modified arrangement with Baron Wrangell, alluded to in 
Sir J. H. Pelly’s letter of the 4th November 1841 to the 
Russian American Company, copy of which was forwarded 
by the Valleyfield, we undertake to provide 30 Cwt. annually 
at least, and you will increase the quantity as may suit your 
convenience. 
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14. While Dr. Tolmie was here, we had much conversation 
with him on the subject of farming, to which he seems to have 
given a good deal of attention, and as it is desirable that the 
services of a Medical Gentleman should be available at the 
settlements of the Pugets Sound Company at Nisqually and 
the Cowlitz where a numerous agricultural population are 
assembling, you will station him at Nisqually, where he will 
combine the duties of his profession with those of Indian 
Trader and superintendent of farming operations, with such 
assistance as the Pugets Sound Company may provide: but 
in such superintendence to act under the instructions he may 
from time to time receive from you. Instead of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company maintaining an establishment of servants at 
Nisqually for the purpose of attending to the duties of the Fur 
trade, those will in future be managed by Dr. Tolmie and the 
establishment of people under his command, belonging to the 
Pugets Sound Company to which concern an allowance of 
£200 or £300 p.annum may be made for attending to their 
affairs in that quarter. A Store within the stockades of the 
Fort being appropriated to the use of the Beaver steamer; 
and instead of the Captain of that vessel, assuming the charge 
of the Post as heretofore when there, he is not in future to 
interfere with the management, nor to have any fixed residence 
within the establishment, the Commander, Officers and Crew 
being supposed to live on board the vessel while in port. 

15. In order to guard against confusion in the accounts, 
from the frequent interchanges of Servants between the 
Hudson’s Bay Company and Pugets Sound Company, we have 
to desire that the two establishments of servants be kept quite 
distinct, a sufficient complement of people, as may be required 
by the Agents for conducting their affairs, being transferred 
from the Fur trade to the Pugets Sound Company, supplying 
the latter with any goods that may be required for sales to 
servants, Indian trade &c at the depdt price of 333 p. Cent 
on Invoice cost and the Pugets Sound Company charging the 
Hudson’s Bay Company with any goods, given in exchange for 
furs, or payments made on account of the Fur trade in goods, 
at the same price at which they receive them. 
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16. We hope to learn that the Emigrant settlers from Red 
River, who have been placed at Nisqually and the Cowlitz, 
are doing well and satisfied with their prospects. There seems 
to be a desire among many of the Red River Colonists to 
migrate to the West side the Mountains with the view of 
joining their friends who went across last year: but we do not 
mean to encourage any more of these people proceeding to 
the Columbia, until we learn how those, lately gone thither, 
conduct themselves and are likely to succeed in the country 
they have adopted: and as the removal of these people from 
Red River Settlement may in many respects be considered 
beneficial to the Fur trade, it is intended that such portion of 
the expences that have been incurred in facilitating their 
removal, which cannot with propriety be charged to their own 
accounts, be borne by the Fur trade, 

17. We cannot help noticing the heavy outlay, incurred of 
late years in the purchase of Agricultural implements threshing 
machines, horse tackle &c &c, which it is desirable to reduce 
as much as possible: the wood work of Ploughs, we think 
ought to be prepared in the country, likewise horse collars, 
hames and harness: and one threshing machine at Vancouver, 
we should consider quite sufficient for the Company’s use. In 
indenting for any new article, particular notice ought to be 
taken of the probable cost, which we think must have been 
overlooked when application was made for sheet lead to line 
the Salmon Boxes, which was forwarded p. the Columbia and 
cost upwards of £500. 

18. We learn from Sir George Simpson that a man was sent 
to Vancouver last spring from Sitka, acquainted with the 
manufacture of charcoal, in order that your people might be 
instructed in the preparation of that article. No other 
description of fuel is used in the forges of the Russian American 
Company at Sitka, where from the number of shipping 
employed and the extent of their operations, there is a great 
deal of Blacksmith’s work: and as the importation of Coal 
from England is frequently inconvenient from the room it 
occupies in the vessels, we are in hopes you will be able to 
dispense with that article in future altogether from this country 
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by the substitution of charcoal, which from the quantity of 
timber in your vicinity and the number of supernumeraries 
frequently at the depdt can be prepared at a very moderate cost. 

19. Since writing by the Columbia, we divided on the Ist 
October on Outfit 1840 to the extent of £120 p. 1/85th share, 
and when the whole of the proceeds of that Outfit are realized, 
there may be about £80 more. 

20. We have appointed Mr. Charles Ross, Clerk, to the 
Chief Tradership, vacant by the retirement of Mr. John 
McLeod Junr. commencing with Outfit 1843, and herewith 
transmit a Commission, which you will hand to that Gentleman 
on his executing the Deed of Covenant. Mr. Ross will only 
be entitled to half a share for Outfit 1843, the other half being 
enjoyed by Mr. McLeod, but in 1844 his interest will be made 
up toa full 1/8 sth by the retirement of C. Trader McMurray. 

21. Two of the Company’s Sea Apprentices, James 
Franklin and Charles Wallis are sent out in the Diamond to be 
turned over at Fort Vancouver to any of the Company’s vessels, 
where their services may be useful: their Indentures are in 
charge of Captn. Fowler, to whom you will apply for them. 
Franklin has served 184 months of his time and received the 
full amount of his pay to the 15th December, in Clothes, 
Bedding &c—as endorsed on his indentures. Captn. Fowler 
will pay him such further wages as he is entitled to by his 
Contract for the outward voyage and till again in the 
Company’s service: from that time he will have to be borne 
on the Books, his pay being at the rate of £10 p. annum from 
31st May 1843 to May 1845, and £12 from that date til3ist 
May 1846, when his Contract will expire. 

Charles Wallis, engaged 30th November for six years, has 
not had any advance from the Company; he will be paid by 
Captain Fowler till discharged from the Diamond and then have 
to be borne on the Company’s Books till 30th November 1848. 

22. Sir J. H. Pelly has handed to us a requisition from the 
Russian American Company for 268 poods of 36 lbs.=about 
86 Cwt. of ‘ White Biscuit ”’, so described in their Indent, to 
be manufactured at the Columbia River and forwarded to 
Sitka in the spring or summer of 1844, which you will provide, 
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charging the same to Sir J. H. Pelly, as Agent in London of 
that Concern in the accounts to be sent to York in the spring 
of 1844. 

Although described ‘‘ White Biscuit”, we presume from 
the quantity required it must be what is known in England as 
second Biscuit: the last prices here were 335. p. Cwt. for white 
215. for second and 15/9 for third or ship Biscuit, independent 
of the cost of the packages; samples of which are herewith. 
These prices will regulate you in the charge to be made, and as 
it is probable you may have the means of communicating with 
Governor Etholen, before the Bread can be prepared, it may 
be well to ascertain exactly the description required. 

23. Should any material repair or alteration in the Machinery 
of the Beaver be required hereafter, that cannot conveniently 
be accomplished at Nisqually, we think that it might be done 
at Sitka at a moderate rate, as the Russian American Company 
have there the means of casting and preparing machinery and 
have lately given so much attention to that branch of business, 
that several Natives of the country, instructed at Sitka are 
qualified to act in the capacity of Engineers. Sir George 
Simpson thinks it probable, that, in the event of any further 
difficulty with English Engineers, rendering it necessary to 
part with them, a person might be got from Sitka qualified to 
take charge of the machinery of the Beaver: on this subject 
however it will be necessary for you to communicate fully with 
Governor Etholen, before parting with Carless, who is perfect 
master of his business and a cheap servant, and whom it is 
therefore very desirable to retain. 

We are 

Your affectionate Friends 
J. H. Pretty Governor 
A. CotviteE Depy. Govr. 
B. Harrison 

(Signed) JJ. Hatxerr 

H. H. Berens 
R. Drew 
A. CHAPMAN 
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London Sepir. 27th 1843} 


From the Governor and Committee to 
John McLoughlin Esqre. or the 
Officer in charge of Fort Vancouver 


Since we last addressed you, we have received your letters 
of the 24th June, 7th July, 19th August, 31st October and 
4th November 1842 p. the Cow/itz, which arrived here safe 
on the 8th May, after a favorable passage of 140 days from the 
Sandwich Islands. 

2. The Cow/irz delivered her cargo in good condition, with 
the exception of the salmon, which owing to the small size of 
the fish, its passing through a hot climate and the long time it 
had been in salt, was so much deteriorated as to be almost 
unsaleable. It realised on an average only about 225. p. 
barrel. 

3. The London market is the worst to which fish can be 
sent, and the introduction of foreign salmon, under the new 
tariff, to a large extent, has this year reduced the price to a very 
low figure. There is therefore no chance that this article 
will ever succeed here, and it must in future be reserved for 
markets more within reach. 

4. We also recommend that more attention be paid to the 
cleaning of the fish before salting as we observed that much 
blood that ought to have been removed, remained about the 
back bone. 

5. The spars, though pronounced of good quality fetched 
at public sale only 92/6 p. load, their value being diminished 
by their length not being in due proportion to their thickness, 
which rendered them unfit for masts, and made it necessary to 
waste much of the best part of the timber in fitting it for other 
purposes. 

The planks were sold at 7/9 each, which may be considered 
a good price. 

1 A. 6/26, fos. 78d.—85. This is the copy in the London Outward Letter Book. 


u 
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6. The sea-lion hides brought a mere trifle, but it is to be 
remarked that this is not a fair test of the market, as the article 
is totally unknown here, and until the hides have undergone the 
process of tanning, it cannot be ascertained to what purposes 
the leather may be applicable. 

7. The fish oil has not yet been disposed of, the only offer 
we have had for it, and the brain matter together being 35. p. 
Gallon. 

8. The furs, with the exception of Beaver, realized tolerable 
prices at the sale, which took place on the 30th August, as 
you will see by the sale catalogues forwarded herewith. In 
that staple article there has been, we regret to say a further 
depression to a considerable extent. 

g. This continually decreasing price, when considered in 
connexion with a constantly decreasing supply, holds out no 
very cheering prospect for the future, unless the tide of fashion 
change, and the consumption of Beaver in the manufacture of 
hats become more general than it has been for some time past. 
We hope that the low price may have some effect in bringing 
about an alteration in the public taste, but no hope of this must 
lead us to neglect any means by which our great expences 
may be safely curtailed. Economical management is our only 
resource under present circumstances, and we cannot too 
strongly impress upon you and the other officers of the 
Company, the necessity of the strictest attention to this point, 
which 1s at all times important but doubly so, when prices are 
declining and returns annually diminishing. 

10. In consequence of your complaints of the inferior quality 
of the shoes supplied of late we have discontinued our orders 
to Surridge, and in compliance with your recommendation 
have procured those required for the present shipment from 
Flint. 

There is no article, to the quality of which more attention 
ought to be paid, whether the health or comfort of the men 
be considered, and we are desirous that none but such as are 
made of good tanned leather, should be supplied to the 
Company’s servants. 

11. We notice the observation in the 4th Par. of your letter 
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of the 31st October, on the subject of ardent spirits. It would 
afford us sincere satisfaction if the use of spirituous liquors 
could be entirely discontinued by the people in the Company’s 
employ; but we are not prepared to advise you to take any 
steps towards this end that are likely to create discontent, as 
the quantity distributed is so small, and the custom has been 
of long continuance. 

12. It is to be hoped that the good effects of the 
arrangements for discontinuing the spirit trade with the 
Natives, made between Sir George Simpson and Govr. 
Etholin, will be visible in the improved habits of the Indian 
tribes in the North. We shall expect you to send us an annual 
report on this subject, and on the general state of the Native 
population, made up from information to be furnished by the 
gentlemen in charge of the different stations west of the 
mountains, in which may be included any interesting 
particulars respecting their manners, customs and traditions, 
together with such collections of words, arranged in the form 
of a vocabulary, as may from time to time be conveniently 
made. 

13. We have attentively perused the correspondence 
between you and the Russian Authorities at Sitka, and it 
gives us much pleasure to observe the tone of courtesy and 
good feeling which pervades it. It is our interest to be on 
good'terms with our Russian neighbours, and no means should 
be omitted to cultivate their friendship, and to promote a 
good understanding between the two Companies. 

14. In your letter to Sir George Simpson, dated 20th 
March last, we observe that you complain of the inefficiency 
of the men sent from Canada to the West side the Mountains. 
Sir George Simpson’s reply, that they were the best that could 
be procured, is conclusive. The reason however, which he 
assigns for the inferiority of the men engaged of late, to those 
who used formerly to enter the service, namely, the bad 
treatment received from the Company’s Officers, deserves 
your most serious attention. We have learnt from other 
sources that there is an insurmountable reluctance on the part 
of respectable laborers to accept employment on the West 
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side the Mountains, occasioned by the reports circulated by 
those who have returned from that quarter. These reports 
may not be, and we trust are not in many instances entitled to 
much credit. They may be the fabrication of worthless or 
malicious persons, but unfortunately the effect is the same as 
if they were well founded: the service is injured, men of good 
character are deterred from entering it. 

15. It is therefore of the utmost importance that no 
ground be afforded for complaints of this nature. When 
bad men are associated together, or mixed with the good, it 
will be impossible to preserve necessary discipline without 
having recourse sometimes to corporal punishment, but such 
punishment should never be inflicted under the influence of 
passion or caprice. To produce any good effect it should be 
administered with coolness temper and moderation, and 
at the same time with as much solemnity as circumstances will 
admit. 

It is also proper that a record of all punishments, together 
with the offences which called for them be in future entered 
in the journals of Officers in charge of stations, and it is our 
desire that the journals be annually transmitted to us. 

16. A large portion of the letter above alluded to and the 
greater part of the letters p. the Cow/izz are occupied with 
statements and reasonings on the subject of the comparative 
merits of the steamer and a sailing vessel, on the abandonment 
of the Northern Forts, and on the lamentable occurrence at 
Stikine. 

Weare sorry you should again have touched on any of these 
subjects in your correspondence with Sir George Simpson. On 
all of them your feelings are too deeply interested to give them 
that calm consideration which they require, while their continued 
agitation gives rise to angry recrimination, producing a state 
of mutual irritation, which is incompatible with the good of 
the service. ‘The consequence of this state of things is, that, 
from the conflicting opinions and exaggerated views submitted 
to us, we find it difficult to come to any definite conclusions on 
some points of material importance to the interests of the 


Company. 
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17. As it is not improbable that, before this reaches you, 
some steps may have been taken for carrying into effect the 
proposed changes in the mode of conducting the Fur trade on 
the North West Coast, a few observations will comprize all 
that we think it necessary to say on that subject. 

We are decidedly of opinion that the trade with the Natives 
should be carried on from Posts established on the shore 
wherever that is practicable—in other words wherever the 
expence of keeping up such establishments will admit of it. 
While we derive benefit from the natives, it must never be 
forgotten that it is our sacred duty to confer benefit on them: 
and this duty cannot be formed so well by the periodical visits 
of a ship as by the permanent residence of our officers and 
men in the country. It is indeed only by the establishment of 
Posts that any rational hope can be entertained of civilizing the 
natives & converting them to Christianity. 

18. On the other hand it is essential to the accomplishment 
of these desirable objects, that the Officers & men, stationed at 
those posts, should be persons of good character and exemplary 
conduct, to whom the natives can look up with respect and 
confidence, and who, by introducing among them the arts 
and conveniences of civilized life, may impress their minds 
with a due sense of the advantages to be derived from their 
connexion with white men. 

19. Unless the Company are in a condition to man their 
establishments with people of this description, we should 
prefer having no posts at all. It would be infinitely better to 
recur to the old system (rude as it was) of visiting the coast 
once or twice a year for the purposes of trade, than that such 
scenes as those, which occurred at Stikine should be witnessed 
by the Natives. : 

20. Much stress has been laid upon the expence of the 
steamer, as compared with that of a sailing vessel, and of the 
Posts. This however is taking a narrow and erroneous view 
of the matter. It was never imagined that the expence of a 
steamer would not exceed that of a sailing vessel, but there were 
reasons which satisfied us, that it was good policy to have a 
vessel of that description on the Coast, and our opinion on this 
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point has acquired strength by time. Not the least weighty 
of those reasons was the vast superiority which the Company 
could not fail to gain over all competitors, and as a natural 
consequence the ultimate suppression of all competition. 

21. This is an object of first rate importance, and next to it 
is the effect produced on the natives of the Coast, whose 
treacherous and aggressive spirit is overawed by the exhibition 
of a power, which they cannot comprehend, but which they 
know to be irresistible. 

22. The attainment of these objects alone would justify a 
considerable expence, but it is also to be borne in mind that 
the steamer was intended to be employed in the highly useful 
service of surveying the harbours and inlets in the straits of 
De Fuca and on the adjacent Coasts, and in towing our vessels 
in and out of the Columbia. She was constructed and rigged 
to answer the double purpose of a steamer and a sailing vessel, 
as many of the steamers in Her Majesty’s Navy now are, and 
all that is necessary to convert her from a steamer to a sailing 
vessel is the removal of the lower paddles for the time. The 
additional expence of such a vessel need only be the first cost 
and maintenance of the machinery, an engineer’s wages and 
fuel when required: and this expence would repay itself by 
the difference of time occupied in performing the service 
assigned her. 

23. Whether the Forts shall all be finally abandoned or only 
temporarily relinquished is a question which will be taken into 
consideration when Sir George Simpson returns to England; 
but which ever way it may be decided, the steamer must 
henceforward be considered as permanently attached to the 
service of the North West Coast. 

24. After a careful perusal of the depositions which you 
forwarded to us, relative to the fatal occurrence at Stikine, we 
expressed our opinion on the subject to the Governor and 
Councils of the Northern and Southern Departments in the 
following general terms. ‘“‘ Along with the Dispatches from 
Fort Vancouver, we have received copy of a considerable 
body of additional evidence respecting the atrocious crime 
committed last year at Fort Stikine. From this evidence it 
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appears that the murder of Mr. John McLoughlin was the 
result of a preconcerted plot, and that there was no just 
foundation for the charges of drunkenness and of excessive 
severity in punishing the men under his command, which 
were brought against him after his death. As copies of these 
depositions have been forwarded to you overland, we forbear 
to enter into any details on the subject. The original 
depositions will be forwarded to the Governor of the Russian 
Settlement at Sitka, to whom the accused will be delivered over 
to be dealt with according to the Russian laws; the sanction 
of the British Government having been previously obtained to 
that effect.” 

25. This opinion has undergone no alteration, except as 
regards the sanction of the British Government, which is not 
required for the trial and punishment of crime committed 
within the Russian territories. We cannot however approve 
of the course you adopted, with respect to the men, who were 
at Stikine at the time of the fatal occurrence, which we consider 
to have been injudicious. At the same time we are disposed 
to make great allowance for the trying situation in which you 
were placed, and we cannot severely blame any error of 
judgment, into which, circumstanced as you were, you may 
have fallen. Such an error was the order you gave to send all 
the men prisoners to Sitka, a proceeding which had it been 
carried into execution to the full extent could not fail to put 
the Russian Authorities to much unnecessary trouble and 
expence, and as it was, has been productive of inconvenience to 
the Company’s service. 

26. Could you have bestowed a calmer and more unbiassed 
consideration on the evidence, you must have been convinced 
that out of the whole number there were only two or three 
individuals against whom there was any chance of sustaining 
a criminal charge. Some of the others were men of a very 
worthless stamp, and it is not improbable they may have been 
concerned in a plot against the life of the deceased, but 
however strong may be the probability or the moral conviction 
that such a plot existed, the balance of evidence, such as it 1s, 
is greatly against such a conclusion, and the destruction of the 


12 APPENDEX A 


document on which the charge was founded, rendered its legal 
proof impossible. 

27. We were led to conclude from the paragraph of your 
letter to Sir George Simpson, dated the 20th March last, that 
you had persisted in the resolution to send eleven of the men to 
Sitka, but by advices received from C. Factor Douglas from 
that place, dated the 12th May, we learn with satisfaction that 
he had taken thither none but Pierre Kanaquassé and Francois 
Pressé. We have written to Governor Etholine, p. the Cowlitz 
requesting that these men and Urbain Heroux may be dealt 
with according to the Russian laws, and we have no doubt that 
justice will be done. | 

28. We cannot dismiss this painful subject without 
expressing our regret that throughout your letters, relating to 
it, you should have evinced so strong a disposition to throw the 
blame of your Son’s death on Sir George Simpson, without, as 
it appears to us, the least shadow of reason. 

The arrangements made by that Gentleman, seemed to him 
the best that, under all circumstances, could be adopted; and 
although they have been so often alluded to as the cause of the 
fatal event at Stikine, they were not objected to at the time 
either by you or your deceased son. The persons placed there 
were supposed to be fit for their several situations, and able to 
discharge the duties they had to perform. It unfortunately 
turned out otherwise; they proved incapable and worthless, 
but that was not the fault of Sir George Simpson. It only 
shews he was deceived in their characters, but you yourself 
were equally deceived, although you had enjoyed far better 
opportunities of becoming acquainted with them, and when 
you say in excuse for not protesting against the arrangements 
made, that you were too much occupied about other things, to 
attend to that matter, it is clear that you then entertained no 
apprehension for your son’s safety. You have thus virtually 
refuted your own charge and acquitted Sir George Simpson of 
any blame that does not equally attach to yourself. 

29. We concur in the view you have taken of the various 
matters referred to in the roth par. of your letter of the 31st 
October, with the exception of the question respecting the 
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laydays, which remained over after the Valleyfield had 
delivered her cargo at Fort Vancouver, as it is expressly 
provided by the Charter party, that the owners shall have the 
benefit of the time thus saved. 

30. We notice the arrival of Dr. White in the Columbia 
District with a fresh party of emigrants, and we entirely 
approve of the course you pursued towards that person, no 
authority emanating from the Government of the United 
States is to be recognised West of the Rocky Mountains, until 
the boundary question shall have been settled. 

There is little doubt that this man is an instrument in the 
hands of that party in the United States, who have been for 
some time past urging on the Government of that Country to 
take militaryp ossession of the Oregon territory. To their 
misrepresentations respecting the fertility of the soil and other 
natural advantages of the valley of the Walamet, may be 
attributed the great influx of Americans to that quarter of late, 
it being their policy to give the American interest an apparent 
superiority over the British, and thus to strengthen the claim 
of the United States to the disputed territory. 

31. The meetings held and the petitions got up at the 
Walamet have the same object in view. ‘They are obviously 
intended to shew at once the preponderance of American 
influence and the longing of the settlers for American 
Government. It is therefore desirable that opposite influences 
should be cultivated, opposite opinion publicly expressed when 
proper opportunities occur, and a British feeling as much as 
possible encouraged in that locality. In this view, we think, 
the settlement of the Company’s retired servants on the 
Walamet may ultimately prove beneficial, as they will naturally 
incline to British connexion, and serve to counteract the hostile 
proceedings of the Americans. 

32. The migration of Mr. Hastings and his party to 
California, when it becomes known in the United States, will 
probably open the eyes of the American public, and give a 
check to the rage for emigrating to the West side the 
Mountains. 


33. You will in all probability have been visited by Captn. 
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Crouch this last summer as you expected. In cases of this 
kind we can give you no particular directions for your conduct, 
as you must be guided by circumstances as they arise. The 
general principle to be acted upon, when competition occurs is 
to endeavour to defeat the object of the intruder by every 
fair means within your power, rendering his speculations 
unprofitable by lowering the tariff and selling at a small and 
even no profit at all for the time. We have but a choice of evils 
in such cases, but this plan will, we are of opinion prove the 
least disadvantageous in the long run. 

34. We have at last received a letter from C. Trader Rae 
dated rst Novr. 1842, informing us that up to that time he had 
collected in all, only s000 hides, a few hundred Beaver 
and other skins, 20,000 lbs. of tallow and 3000 fanegas of 
wheat. 

This is a more complete failure than we could have 
anticipated and it is the more vexatious that it appears to 
be owing in a great measure to mismanagement. That 
Gentleman writes to us as follows; ‘‘I have concluded to 
dispatch the V a/leyfield to the Sandwich Islands without freight, 
not having sufficient belonging to the Company of furs and 
hides to authorize me to pay the demurrage and tonage duties. 
Had a vessel arrived at the time specified by Sir George 
Simpson and C. Factor McLoughlin, say the latter part of 
June or 1st July of the present year (1842) I could have 
obtained sufficient freight but being uncertain as to the time 
of the Vessel’s arrival, I could not make any fixed agreement. 
I could have had freight to the amount of 30,000 hides, 
aoe those belonging to the Company at 2/6 Sterling p. 
hide,”’ 

35. Mr. Ermatinger’s hunting expedition to the Buona 
Ventura has, it appears also proved a failure, which Sir George 
Simpson ascribes to the arrangements for reaching the hunting 
grounds, not having been made in due time. This gentleman’s 
purchase of a large herd of cattle on his account was a very 
unjustifiable proceeding, and did not his subsequent conduct 
lead us to believe that he acted under a misunderstanding of 
the relation in which their Officers stand to the Company, we 
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should mark it with our strongest censure. All, who are 
employed in the service, ought to know that the whole of their 
time and talents is due to the Company, and that they are 
bound to devote their energies exclusively to its interests. 
Private speculations cannot under any circumstances be 
tolerated. 

36. We have derived much satisfaction from the report of 
C. Factor Douglas on the locality fixed upon for the new 
settlement on Vancouver’s Island. ‘That Gentleman appears to 
have conducted the important service intrusted to him with 
great judgment and ability. From the natural advantages, 
which the situation selected seems to possess, both in a trading 
and agricultural point of view, and the friendly disposition 
manifested by the natives, we entertain the hope that the new 
settlement, will prove a valuable addition to our establishments 
on the North West Coast. 

37. Beyond the fact of the failure of the crops, which 1s 
matter of serious concern and regret, you have afforded us no 
information respecting the state of the farming establishment. 
We wish in future to have details on this important subject. 

38. Mr. Joseph Heath, an experienced agriculturalist, has 
gone out by the Cow/irz, with the intention of taking a farm 
on the Pugets Sound Company’s land. A duplicate of his 
agreement is forwarded herewith. We hope that his great 
practical acquaintance with farming in all its branches will be 
of essential service to the settlement. 

39. George B. Roberts returns to the Columbia p. the 
Brothers, Captn. Flere, which we have chartered for the 
Sandwich Islands and Fort Vancouver, and which 1s to sail on 
the 1st October. Asa general rule it is expedient that officers, 
who have retired from the service, should not be permitted to 
return to it. In consequence however of your recommendation 
we have thought proper to make his case an exception. His 
agreement is transmitted herewith and the Secretary has been 
directed to hand you for your guidance copy of the Minute of 
Committee relating to this subject. 

40. We have to call your attention to the propriety 
of occasionally removing the water tanks in the holds of 
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the vessels, and putting them in different situations. In 
consequence of those placed in the after part of the Cow/irz, 
not having been shifted, a decay had taken place under the 
lower tank near the end, which would in a short time have 
become a matter of serious expence. 

It is also desirable that less ballast than hitherto should be 
put on board the Cow/irz, as when she or any other vessel is too 
heavily ballasted, there is not only a needless tear and wear 
from straining, but the ships way is retarded. 

41. On the 1st June we made a further division of profit, 
amounting to £46 p. 1/85th share on Outfit 1839 and £54 
p- 1/8sth share on Outfit 1840, and have carried the 
proportionate sums to the credit of the parties entitled thereto. 

42. Owing to the want of information respecting the cause 
of the damage sustained by the goods on board the V alleyfield, 
we have not been able to recover more than £450, the 
Underwriters paying one p. Cent on the Cargo, and the 
owners the remainder. Had a proper survey been made of 
the ship after the discharge of the cargo at Fort Vancouver, 
we should have recovered the full amount of the loss, but as 
that necessary precaution was unfortunately neglected, we have 
been compelled to compromise the matter at a sacrifice of £100. 

43. The Cow/itz has been dispatched direct to Sitka with 
the goods for the Russian American Company, after delivering 
which, she will proceed to the Columbia. We recommend 
that C. ‘Trader McNiell, on his arrival, should have the special 
charge of the marine department, as the late Lieutenant 
Simpson had, and that your instructions be delivered through 
him to the Officers of the ships. 

44. We are sorry to learn by the letter from C. Factor 
Douglas before alluded to, as well as by advices from Baron 
Wrangell, that some of the goods sent out to the Russian 
American Company by the Valleyfield had suffered great 
damage, and did not reach their destination till May 1843. 
We have no means of accounting for the delay, which has been 
attended with great inconvenience to the Russian American 
Company, but as we are bound to deliver the goods within a 
.easonable time, it was of the utmost importance that they 
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should have been forthwith forwarded on their arrival at Fort 
Vancouver. 

45. We forward this letter in duplicate p. General Miller, 
who has been appointed Consul General for the Islands in 
the Pacific, and as he proceeds to the Sandwich Islands via 
Mexico, we are in hopes that it may reach you sooner than that 
which we are about to dispatch p. the Brothers 

46. When Captn. Flere has discharged his cargo you will 
give him a Bill on us for the balance of the freight, according 
to the conditions of the Charter Party, a copy of which is 
forwarded by the vessel, and if the goods be delivered in good 
order, and he has conducted himself to your satisfaction, we 
authorize you to give him a gratuity of twenty Pounds. 

47. The Bills transmitted from Sitka by C. Factor Douglas 
to the amount of £7418. 5. 3 have been forwarded to St. 
Petersburgh for acceptance. 

We are 
Yours affectionate Friends 
Joona. Pruiy~ “Gove. 
(signed) 3B. Harrison 
H. H. Berens 
A. CHAPMAN 
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UI) RUSSIAN AMERICAN COMPANY 


Cétes Nord-Ouest de ]’Amérique Port 
Nouvel-Archangel, 23 Fuillet 1840} 


A. Etholine a 

Mr. Mr. James Douglas 
Agent de l’Honble. Compagnie 
Baye de Hudson 


MownsIEuR, 

J’ai eu le plaisir de recevoir vos deux lettres, datées du 
14 Juin et 13 Juillet de cette année, l’une sur notre navire 4 
vapeur, l’autre a bord du Vancouvre, par le Capt. Duncan. La 
Cargaison de Londres qui nous a été fournie par ce navire 
ainsi que le froment de la rivitre Columbie ont été trouvés de 
bonne qualité, ce qui me fait espérer qu’aussi 4 la suite 
Honorable Compagnie de la Baye Hudson nous faira 
parvenir des marchandises en bon ordre. Quoique le 
Vancouvre aie retardé de quelques semaines son arrivée ici 
contre l’époque fixée par le Contract, ce retard cette fois-ci ne 
nous a occasionné aucun inconvenient, ce qui peut arriver 
aussi a l’avenir sans quelque dommage pour nous 4 l’égard des 
articles de provision, - mais pour ce qui concerne les fourrures 
contractées, je dois informer, que si elles ne peuvent nous étre 
envoyées avant le temps fixé par le contract, c.a.d. le 1". Juin, 
il serait a désirer qu’elles nous soient transmises du moins 
chaque année juste 4 cette époque, sans quoi ces fourrures ne 
pourront étre expédiées par nous 4 temps en Russie et devront 
rester ici une année entiére innutilement. Concernant les 
loutres de derriére les Montagnes de roc, que Vous m’avez 
promis de nous envoyer 4 compte de celles qui nous reviennent 
par contract, le 1". Juin le l’année prochaine (1841), j’en 
Atendrai l’envoi d’aprés Votre promesse, au mois de Novembre 
ou de Decembre cette année. 
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En paiement de la somme pour la cargaison recue par nous 
a bord du Vancouvre, j’ai donné, selon votre désir, deux Lettres 
de Change en Livres Sterlings, l’une pour les frais de navire 
des articles de Londres, montant 4 la somme de 594 liv. sterl. 
19 schil. 10 pens., |’autre pour le froment montant 4 la somme 
de 861 liv. sterl. 12 schil. 3 pens. d’aprés le compte de l’Office 
de Nouvel-Archangel, et non 4 la somme de 832 liv. sterl. 

13 schil. 10 pens., comme Vous avez designé dans Votre lettre. 

Pour ce qui regarde le beurre que nous devions recevoir 
cette année a bord du Vancouvre, comme Vous m’avez informé, 
je dois Vous avertir, Monsieur, que nous n’en avons rec¢u pas 
une livre, ce qui m’a mis dans la nécessité de prier dans ma 
lettre Mr. MacLoughlin de nous envoyer |’année prochaine 
du beurre plus que je Vous ai marqué et je m’adresse 4 Vous 
avec cette méme priére, afin que Vous puissez Vous arranger 
de maniére a nous envoyer infalliblement l’année prochaine, 
outre la proportion de beurre désignée dans le contract: 120 
Cwt., encore la quantité que Vous aviez l’intention de nous 
faire parvenir maintenant a bord du Vancouvre. Quant A la 
viande salée, dont Vous faites mention, je dois Vous informer, 
que si nos arrangemens par rapport 4 l’établissement 4 Bodéga 
s’'accomplissent ou non (ce que je Vous prie de me faire savoir 
positivement avec la premiére occasion cet automne) mais en 
tout cas si la Compagnie de Hudson se trouve tant soit peu 
embarrassée de nous fournir de la viandre salée l’année 
prochaine (1841), Elle peut ajourner cet envoi jusque l’année 
1842, Ou que nous en avons maintenant une provision 
suffisante. Vous pourrez donc Vous arranger de la sorte. 

Je Vous envoie avec le Capitaine de notre navire, Mr. 
Lindenberg, la Carte de l’embouchure de la riviére Stakine, 
décrite par nous, et ai donné l’ordre de Vous transmettre 
d’aprés Votre désir, 59 paires de bottes de Finlande pour la 
somme des couvertures de laine, que Vous nous avez envoyées 
a bord du bric Tschitschagoff. Si d’aprés ma promesse Vous 
en avez besoin encore d’avantage, je Vous prie de me faire 
savoir a temps. Dans le compte ci-joint de l’Office de 
Nouvel-Archangel, sont marqués d’aprés la volonté du Capt. 
Duncan, 2 livr. sterl. 6 schil. 3 pens. payés par nous aux 
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Kalosches pour avoir fourni du lest sur le Yancouvre. Vous 
recevez aussi sur notre navire 4 vapeur $4 planches que le 
Capt. Duncan a laissé ici pour Vous transmettre. 

Dans la navigation actuelle de notre navire 4 vapeur j’ai 
ordonné 4 Mr. Lindenberg de faire le commerce avec les 
Kalosches des détroits de nos frontiéres, il ne pourra donc 
visiter Takow qu’en passant, mais si a la fin du mois d’Aotit ou 
vers le commencement de Septembre je ne rencontrerai aucun 
obstacle, il sera expédié d’aprés Votre priére, a Takow, pour y 
rester quelques semaines afin de trafiquer avec les Kalosches 
et en méme temps d’y protéger Votre nouvel établissement. 
J'ai commandé en outre 4 Mr. Lindenberg d’aller 4 Stakine 
pour prendre de la Redoute St. Dionyse l'homme que nous y 
avons laissé pour achever les briques, qu’il doit aussi charger 
toutes 4 bord du navire a vapeur, ainsi qu’une provision 
suffsante de notre bois. 

J’ai ordonné aussi de Vous envoyer maintenant les fourrures 
qui viennent d’étre récemment achetées ici des Kalosches de 
Tschilkate, en échange desquelles je Vous prie ed nous faire 
transmettre les fourrures qui auraient pu étre achetées par 
Vous a Stakine et 4 Takow des Kalosches habitans les iles 
situées dans nos détroits. Pour faciliter d’avantage les comptes 
et pour plus de clarté, je trouve conforme de Vous proposer 
de faire l’échange des fourrures entre nous par piéce, c.a.d. 
fourrure pour fourrure de méme qualité, et de remettre le reste 
sur les comptes entre nous. Quant aux fourrures des Castors 
de mer, qui seront achetées par Vous des Kalosches dans ces 
contrées, je suis pleinement convaingu, que d’apres les 
conditions contractées entre Vous et moi, elles nous seront 
remises toutes sans exception, au prix qu’elles Vous ont couté. 

Je saisi cette accasion pour Vous présenter mon parfait 
respect, avec lequel j’ai l’honneur d’étre, 

Monsieur 
Votre trés obéissant Serviteur 
A. ETHOLINE 
Capitaine de Haut-Bord Impérial 
Russe, Chevalier, Gouverneur 
des Colonies Russes en Amérique 
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Cétes Nord-Ouest de l’Amérique, Port 
Nouvel-Archangel le 15 Février 18411 


A. Etholine a 

Monsieur, Monsieur 

John Mac Laughlin, 

Chef du Fort Vancouvre, 

de la Compagnie de Hudson 


Monsieur, 

J’ai eu l’honneur de recevoir votre respectable lettre du 
28 Novembre de l’année passée, par le Capitaine MacNiell, 
qui le 8/20 de ce Février 4 bord du vaisseau-a-vapeur Beaver 
nous a transmis les fourrures qui par contract reviennent 4 la 
Compagnie Américaine-Russe de la Compagnie de Hudson 
pour la premiére année de la Rente pour la Redoute a Stakine 
et autres articles. Je vous suis trés reconnaissant pour |’envoi 
précoce cette année-ci de ces fourrures contractées, ainsi que 
pour l’offre obligeante que vous exprimée dans votre lettre de 
venir au devant de nos vues par l’envoie précoce de telles 
fourrures aussi 4 l’avenir. J’ai au reste l’honneur de Vous 
informer, Monsieur, que pour nous il est suffisant si nous 
recevons ces fourrures annuellement pas avant la seconde 
moitié du mois d’Avril, puis qu’alors est le vrai tems de les 
expédier en Russie. 

Concernant la qualité des fourrures qui nous viennent 
d’étre envoyées, permettez moi de vous communiquer nos 
rémarques suivantes: quoique les loutres de derriére les 
montagnes de roc ne sont pas grandes, mais en général égales 
et d’une bonne qualité, excepté 13 fourrures trouvées sans 
queues, (au reste comme elles sont bonnes sous tous les 
rapports, j’ai ordonné de les prendre ensemble avec les autres), 
mais 19 fourrures trouvées imparfaites et 2 enti¢rement 
endommagées, quoique recues et diment payées resteront 
d’aprés mes ordres ici, et ne seront pas expédiées en Russie, 
jusqu’a un accord ultérieur entre nous. Mais les 2000 loutres 
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envoyées du Fort Vancouvre pour payement de la Rente, ont 
été trouvées concernant leur grandeur, d’une qualité fort basse. 
Les résultats qui ont été tirés de notre assortiment de ces 
fourrures, sont les suivans: Dans tout ce nombre ont été trouvé 
deux parties—de moyennes et de petites et une partie de 
grandes, de méme que celle que nous ne nommons ici que 
petit-chien—473 loutres ont dai étre au commencement 
tout-a-fait jetées de cdté et ne pas étre acceptées (vu qu’elles 
étaient ou imparfaites, ou endommagées, ou de petits-chiens), 
—mais dans le second assortiment que j’ai ordonné de faire 
en ma présence, il était laissé 4 la disposition du Capitaine 
Mac-Niell, pour éloigner tout doute ou mécontement de 
Votre part, de fixer chaque fourrure qui d’aprés son oppinion 
était digne d’acceptation. De cette maniére 191 fourrures de 
ce nombre (trouvées par le Capitaine Mac-Niell, lui-méme 
entitrement mauvaises), ont été renvoyées sur le Vaisseau-a- 
Vapeur Beaver, et le reste de ce nombre: 282 fourrures recues 
par nous, cependant contre notre conviction, et je ne puis dire 
afirmativement si de telles loutres peuvent étre acceptées par 
nous 2 1’avenir,—laissant enti¢rement a la volonté des Autorités 
des Deux Compagnies en Europe a décider cette affaire. Mais 
pour ce qui regarde le nombre de 1319 loutres envoyées ici de 
différentes Redoutes (Forts) des cétes N.O. de l’Amérique, 
pour étre vendues 4 23 schillings Sterling, (dont je dois avouer 
que nous pouvons les apprécier mieux que les loutres de 
Colombie, que nous n’avons eu occasion de voir maintenant 
que pour la premiere fois), ces loutres ont été trouvées d’aprés 
notre assortiment toutes grandes et moyennes, a l’exception de 
quelques unes seulement, trouvées petites. 

Je Vous remercie, Monsieur, pour votre attention 
concernant l’envoi du beurre 4 bord du Beaver, mais regrette 
infiniment si par-la Vous avez rencontré quelques difficultés et 
Vous assure que dans ma lettre 4 Mr. Douglas, le 23 Juillet de 
l'année passée, j’ai été fort loin de pousser ma demande ex 
prétention pour l’envoi du beurre, comme 1] Vous a plu de Vous 
expliquer dans votre lettre. N’ayant regu aucune information 
(excepté de Vous et cela par la suite) des mesures qui ont été 
prises en Europe a cet égard, mon intention n/allait pas plus 
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loin qu’a l’envoi future il serait pris par Mr. Douglas en 
considération la quantité de beurre qui ne nous a pas été 
envoyée a bord du Vancouvre. J’ai au reste l’honneur de vous 
informer, Monsieur, qu’aprés les arrangements que je viens 
de prendre et ayant regu maintenant un renfort de beurre 4 
bord du Beaver, nous n’en manquerons plus 4 |’avenir; 
cependant je me ferais un devoir agréable de Vous remercier 
pour l’obligation de nous envoyer encore du beurre avec le 
vaisseau qui doit arriver ce printems. 

Pour les fourrures envoyées 4 bord du Beaver et le beurre 
(les tonneaux y compris), il revient 4 la Compagnie de Hudson 
en tout: 6,413 liv. Sterlings, 11 Schil., 6 pens. En paiement 
de cette somme j’ai donné au Capitaine Mac-Niell trois Lettres 
de Change: (chacune en trois Exemplaires et accompagnées 
de lettres d’avise); deux se montant a la somme de 2200 liv. 
sterlings, et une a 2013 liv. Sterlings 11,9, schillings, chacune 
au paiement de 60 jours aprés la déclaration. Ces Lettres de 
change ont été données aux noms du Gouverneur et du Comité 
de la Compagnie de Hudson sur Messieurs les Directeurs de 
la Compagnie Américaine-Russe. 

Je viens d’apprendre avec grand plaisir que Mr. Simpson et 
Vous, Monsieur, sont intentionnés de m’honorer de votre 
visite cet automne au Port Nouvel-Archangel et suis persuadé 
que cet entrevue personnelle éloignera pour l’avenir tous les 
doutes que Mr. Douglas a eu concernant notre trafic 1’été 
passé sur le Vaisseau-a-Vapeur avec les Koloches de Cross- 
Sound,—doutes qui, comme je présume, proviennent 
uniquement de l’impossibilité que Mr. Douglas a eu de 
recevoir en si peu de tems des renseignements authentiques 
de ces contrées; j’ai cru donc de mon devoir de m’étendre un 
peu sur ce point dans ma lettre du 12 Novembre de |’année 
passée et de les Lui expliquer autant qu’ils me sont connus par 
mon long séjour dans ce pays, et en méme tems de I’assurer de 
nos intentions toujours pares et de bonne conscience envers 
les Anglais dans notre commerce avec les Koloches,—et si je 
me suis trop étendu alors, j’avais uniquement pour but de 
dispercer par-la tous les doutes de Mr. Douglas. J’ai appris 
cependant que cette lettre n’a pas été expédiée (par Mr. 
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Kenedy), ainsi que ma lettre 4 Vous, Monsieur, de cette meme 
date. Toutes les deux, comme j’ai entendu, seront actuellement 
remises par le Capitaine Mac-Niell, de méme que la lettre 
que j’ai l’honneur de Vous écrire présentement. Comme les 
entrevues personnelles expliquent les affaires mieux que toute 
correspondance, je suis pleinement persuadé que cette entrevue 
éloignera tous les scrupules de cette nature, affrmera pour 
toujours les liaisons amicales entre les Compagnies Américaine- 
Russe et de Hudson et posera en général des bases solides pour 
nos affaires dans ces contrées, A la parfaite satisfaction des 
Deux Compagnies; j’attends donc avec impatience cette 
entrevue avec Vous et Mr. Simpson. Jusqu’a ce tems j’al 
laissé ici les fourrures achetées par nous l’été passé des Koloches 
de Cross-Sound (comme des fourrures restant encore en doute.) 
Pour les Castors-de-mer que nous avons regu a bord du 
Vaisseau-a-Vapeur Beaver, nous envoyons maintenant sur ce 
méme vaisseau en tout 305 fourrures de castors-de-terre, qui 
Vous reviennent d’aprés mes conditions 4 cet égard avec Mr. 
Douglas; mais quant au paiement en marchandises pour les 
autres fourrures que nous avons recu de vous du Fort Simpson, 
Takow et Stakine, achetées de nos Koloches, ayant trouvé 
quelques difficultés, vu que nous manquons de beaucoup 
d’articles de ces marchandises, je 1’ai laissé aussi Jusqu’a notre 
entrevue. Comme le Capitaine Mac-Niell a rencontré des 
difficultés concernant le paiement pour la presse des fourrures, 
envoyée ici par ma priére sur le Beaver, (et dont je Vous suis 
trés reconnaissant), ne sachant le véritable prix de cette 
machine, j’ai aussi laissé cet article jusqu’a l’entrevue avec 
Vous, et alors s’ensuivra le paiement total avec tous les % 
que Vous désignerez pour cette presse. 

Je dois Vous informer, Monsieur, qu’a la recette du froment 
l’été passé du Vaisseau Vancouvre, par poids, il est résulté une 
grande différence a la perte de la Compagnie Américaine- 
Russe; je Vous prie donc humblement, Monsieur, d’ordonner 
qu’a l’avenir le froment nous soit delivré pas autrement que 
par fanégues. Pour ce qui regarde l’envoi de la quantité 
contractée de gruau, je Vous supplie de m/’avertir par la 
premiére occasion, (pour mes arrangements nécessaires) sl 
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nous pouvons compter avec sfireté sur l’envoi annuel de cet 
article? 

Je m’adresse de méme 4 Vous, Monsieur, avec l’humble 
priére de vouloir bien faire venir de Londres pour mon propre 
compte et de m’envoyer avec la premiére possibilité, les articles 
nécessaires, désignés dans le Registre ci-joint. Le paiement 
avec tous les frais et °4, Vous sera d’abord remboursé avec 
reconnaissance en Lettre d’Echange sur Méessieurs les 
Directeurs de la Compagnie Américaine-Russe. 

Je Vous prie d’expédier par la premiére occasion stire ma lettre 
ci-jointe 4 Messieurs Pelly, Simpson et Compy. a Londres. 

Veuillez agréer les sentimens de mon respect distingué, 
avec lequel j’ai |’honneur d’étre, 

Monsieur, 
Votre trés humble Serviteur, 
A. ETHOLINE 
Capitaine de Haut Bord Impérial 
Russe, Chevalier, Gouverneur des 
Colonies Russes en Amérique 


Fort Vancouver 16th May 18421 


John McLoughlin to 

Adolphe Etholeny Esquire 

Post Captain in H.I.M. Navy 
Chevalier, Governor of the Russian 
American Company’s Territories 


Dear SIR 
The Barque Vancouver is now proceeding to Sitka under 
the command of Captain Duncan of our service. 

He will deliver the cargo, consigned to the Russian 
American Company, as p. bills of lading and receive payment 
for the same. 

Have the goodness to draw as usual in sterling money for 
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the full amount of the consignment. You will observe by 
invoice that we now send 200 bushels over the contract 
quantity of wheat to cover the deficiency of 76 fanegas which 
you paid for last year and to ensure the delivery of the full 
quantity we are bound to furnish. 

There is probably more butter shipped than you want, in 
which case you are at liberty to return a part of it. 

We now forward 66 otter skins to complete the rent for 
the year ending 1st June 1842: these ought to have been 
forwarded by the Cow/irz but they were not arrived from the 
interior when that vessel sailed from this place. 

We have now several hundred otter skins at Fort Simpson 
left there for the purpose of being forwarded by the steam 
vessel in March last, but the unfortunate state of the boilers 
having prevented her return to the Coast it became impossible 
to carry this arrangement into effect equally I fear to your 
disappointment and to our own. 

We will however forward these otters and our entire 
collection of this year before the 1st June 1843. 

I have the honor to be 
Your Excellencys 
most obedient and humble Servant 
Signed Joun McLovucu in 


New-Archangel the 26 Fune 1842} 
Northwest coast of America 


From A. Etholine to 

Mr. Mr. John Mac-Laughlin, 
Chief Factor Honble. Hudson’s 
Bay Company. Fort Vancouver. 


Dear Sir, 

I had the pleasure to receive your letter of 16th last 
Month p. Ship Vancouver Cpt. Duncan, which brought us 
the cargo of wheat and other provisions from Columbia. 


1 B.22 3/c/ Us 
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Conserning the wheat, I must tell you Sir that the white sort 
in some parts is moist, it comes probably from the freshness of 
it, whereof Mr. Duncan is of the same opinion,—therefore | 
pray you, Sir, if it is possible, to send us for future, whole 
quantity of yellow sort alone, which we found of excellent 
quality. 

Although you mention in Yours, that of wheat is sent to us, 
more then we ought to have, but according to the report 
“Notive ”’, of office in New-Archangel, I found a deficience 
as in wheat & flour, as you shall see in the Acct. sent for you 
p. Capt. Duncan. 

For cargo sent p. Vancouver, I signed one Bill No. 8 in favor 
of the Hudsons Bay Company at the Directors of Honble. 
Russian-American Company in St. Petersburg payment 60 
days after sight ammounting £2472. 1s. sd.—During the 
stay here of Sir George Simpson, we have finished with him, 
that for the Barrels in which we shall receive the flour we have 
nothing to pay, but now, as in your invoice the prise of those is 
already mentioned, I have ordered to let it remain, as you 
shall take notice of our Account. 

66 Otter skins, which you have sent p. Vancouver for to 
make up the rent for the Year ending Ist June 1842 we have 
also received. But I must inform you, Sir, that of the quantity 
sent to us with Sir George Simpson on board the Cow/itz, 
some of the otters were in very bad state; in consequence of 
that they have been rejected what you shall see of the Accot. 
herewith followed. We have delivered some furs under 
receipt to the Capt. Duncan conformably the inclusive account, 
which we ought to send to Mr. Canady in Fort Durham, but 
as I foresee, that the communication with said port will not be 
soon, so | used the opportunity to forward them direct to you, 
that they might bi send in time to England. The account in 
this object will be settled with Mr Canady, when we shall 
send to him the receipt of the Capt. Duncan. 

Conserning the salt meat. I pray you Sir to have the 
goodness, to arrange so, that we could receive from you the 
next & future years exactly the quantity we want according to 
our contract. 
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As to the articles of goods are presently in Deficiency by us & 
great many of them must arrive the year from England on the 
ship Albert, so I should like, if it is possible, to receive them 
this automne. Have the kindness to execute my wishes, if it 
is possible, by which you shall exceedingly oblige me. 

Should you find some uncoveniences to forward them 
direct to Sitka so I pray you Sir to send them to the port 
Durham, where I can send after them our Steamer. 

We are in very much want now of Gin, & I pray you Sir to 
have the goodness to order, for to buy for as 300 gallons of the 
best quality on Sandwitch Islands, Do to send them here the 
next year, if it is possible in the automne of this year. 

Likewise have the goodness to buy for us on Sandwitch 
Islands 15 barrels of Tar & by the first possibility to send 
them here. On Cowlitz have been sent instead of wanted 15 
Barrels of Tar 15 Barrels of Pitch; & of Tar have been just 5 
Barrels; therefore we are now in very much want of it. 

I have the pleasure to forward to you inclusive my letter 
for Sir John Henry Pelly Baronet in London, which please to 
send by the first & sure opportunity to London, with the 
patterns of Cloths, combs & 1 model of Cross of wood which 
are all delivered here to the Capt. Duncan; except them are 
shipped on board the Vancouver in Decision of Sir George 
Simpson three cases with the objects of Natural history for to 
be send also to St. Petersburg. One of these cases is adressed 
to His Excellence Baron Wrangel & two belong to the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences in St. Petersburg, which please to send 
also with the above things to London. 

I remain with my greatest respects to you, 
Sir, 7 
Your most obedient & humble Servant. 
A. ETHOLINE 


P.S. Pray to excuse the bad translation. 
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Translation of Governor Etoline’s Letter to J. McLoughlin 
GF. H.B.Co. dated 


N.W. Coast of America 
New Archangel rst September 1843? 

SIR 

I had the pleasure to receive your letter of 6th July on the 
and August by the Columbia, which brought our Wheat and 
other provisions. I agree with you entirely, Sir, in regard to 
the circumstances which you mention relating to the murder 
of your son, and I am as much surprised as you, at having 
received no Instructions from St. Petersburgh regarding the 
prisoner whom Sir George Simpson left here. I expect 
however to receive by Ochotsk instructions in this affair, from 
the Directors of the Russian American Company at St. 
Petersburgh, which I will not fail to communicate to you, by 
first opportunity. In regard to the scoundrel Urbain Heroux, 
I must inform you he has shewn himself here to be a man of a 
ferocious disposition, having attempted to murder his keeper, 
who prevented his escape. 

The Wheat brought by the Columbia is very dry, but not 
sufficiently free from dust and other impurities. Some of the 
. Kegs of Butter were found very good, others on the other hand 
are become so bitter we can hardly use them, and the weight of 
the Butter was deficient almost 9 lbs. on each Keg. 

I consider it my duty to inform you that the late arrival here 
of the Columbia, with the cargo of Wheat, has given me great 
trouble, as I could not send our Ship, with the wheat, to the 
other Colonies before August, instead of the middle of the 
month of June, as used to be usually the case, and I believe 
they will, in consequence, be some months without bread. I 
beg of you, Sir, most earnestly, if possible for you, in future 
to send the Wheat and other provisions always at the date fixed, 
that is to say the 1st June or about that date, and, if possible, 
I request to get from you, in 1844, five thousand fanegas of 


1B, 223/b/30, fos. 33d.—36. 
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wheat, over and above our annual quantity,—the deficiency in 
our contract which you did not send us the first year. 

Iam much disappointed that the Co/umbia could not bring 
all the Goods brought for us by the Diamond. It is true we are 
not in immediate want of several articles, but the false pearls 
have remained at Vancouver, and this important article for our 
Colonies ought to be sent now to the different places, which I 
could not do as they remain at the Columbia. I request of 
you, Sir, not to alter your intention, and to send us, by the 
first opportunity by the Cadboro, the Remainder of our Goods. 
In case the Cadboro cannot carry the whole, I send you, with 
this, a list of the articles we require the most. I thank you 
kindly for your favorable and pleasing information that our 
cargoes of Goods, sent from England, will not in future be 
exposed to the danger of being lost, by going in and coming 
out of the Columbia, or other places, in their voyage from 
Vancouver to Sitka, and are to come here direct from England 
without touching at the Columbia. I write on this subject at 
present to Sir J. H. Pelly, and have thanked him beforehand 
for this kind arrangement, by which he will not only confer a 
favor on the Russian American Company, but also on you, if 
we consider the limited means you have to send annually to 
Sitka, at the date fixed, such heavy cargoes of Goods and 
Provisions, besides the supplies for your own Establishments. 

Availing myself of your kind offer, I beg of you, Sir, to 
order for us, through the Agent of the Honble. H.B.Co. at 
the Sandwich Islands, ¢ or 8 puncheons of good Molasses, 
also 10 or 20 cwt. of common brown Sugar, as I am entirely of 
your opinion that in future we can have Molasses from the 
Sandwich Islands at a cheaper rate, as also the brown Sugar, 
which, as I have been just informed by Capt. Snow, is cheap 
at that place. It is for these reasons I request you to send me 
this quantity for trial. 

I forward with this a small order of China, silk Stuffs, and 
other trifles, which I beg may be got from the Sandwich 
Islands. As at present the trade to China is open, as abundant 
a supply of these articles will be found at those Islands as 
formerly. I request of you also to send us annually, from 
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Fort Vancouver or some other of your Posts, 30 cwt. Salt 
Pork, and to increase your supply of Hops to 80 lbs. 

As to building at Sitka a vessel for the Honble. H.B.Co., 
I sincerely wish I could be of use to you and undertake this 
job, but seeing the impossibility to build such a vessel, as you 
specify, at this place, I must with regret decline it. Except 
Scotch fir and Canada Balsam Pine, we have no other kind of 
wood fit for building; moreover we have no seasoned timber, 
- and our buildings are with timber just from the forest; and we 
have here no kind of oak or other hard wood. All my 
other observations, in regard to this affair, I have verbally 
communicated to Captain Humphreys, with a request to 
communicate them to you, and hand you the plan of the vessel 
and specifications. But I offer you, Sir, a small vessel of 70 
tons, not new, but yet strong enough and fit to be towed 
in the Straits by your Steamer. I have requested Capt. 
Humphreys to examine this vessel, and report you his opinion 
and if you wish to accept my offer, you can have the vessel for 
the very moderate sum of about £300 Stg., without anchors or 
cable,—or you may use her till you build another. 

I have just received from St. Petersburg the correspondence 
between Baron Wrangel and Sir George Simpson, regarding 
the exchange at this place of Beaver for Otters. It is your 
opinion this exchange will cease after the two years appointed 
for the trial, if we cannot deliver our Beaver in advance. I beg 
leave to inform you, Sir, that nothing would prevent me 
sending you, even at present, 5000 Beaver for the Otters 
which we are to receive from you in 1844, as these Beaver will 
remain here uselessly. But all our furs have been, in the month 
of May, shipped for Ochotsk, and our Vessels with our Returns 
of the year, never get here before the middle of September, 
and sometimes even later. If therefore, for this reason, you 
could manage so that at that date one of the vessels of the 
H.H.Bay Co. was here to take these Beaver skins, they could 
then always be sent to Europe the same year, in the vessel 
which, it appears to me, sails annually in the month of 
November from Fort Vancouver; and if this year, according 
to your promise, you send the Cadboro with our Goods, or if she 


Boy APPENDIX A 


is already on the way, and that the Captain has orders to receive 
these Beaver skins, by giving a receipt, he would have time to 
get to Vancouver before the departure of the vessel for Europe. 
But to delay the vessel with the wheat and provisions to the 
middle of September, when we receive the furs, is what I 
cannot hereafter consent to allow. 

The provisions for the H.H.B.Co.’s Steamer Beaver 
have been received from the Columbia, and will be stored till 
applied for. A part of the Otters for the Rent have also been 
received here,—they will be kept in Bales till the receipt of the 
remainder. 

As you requested, the Columbia has received every assistance 
I could afford, and I can assure you that every diligence has 
been made by Captain Humphreys to unload his vessel as soon - 
as he could. But I think it is impossible for a merchant 
vessel of 400 tons, which requires 150 tons ballast, to get clear 
of this port under 15 or 16 days’ labour, and with her own 
means only, not even 1n 20. 

Sir J. H. Pelly informs me from London that you have been 
instructed to bake 86 cwt. Biscuit for us. Having received 
from Captain Humphreys a sample of the Biscuit you bake at 
Vancouver, I find we can bake similar to it at Sitka, and we do 
not require such from Vancouver, — but if you can bake 
Biscuit of the same quality as the sample now sent, I will be 
happy to take 50 cwt. at 30/- Stg. per cwt. 

It is my duty to inform you, according to Instructions sent 
me from St. Petersburg, that we can no longer receive here 
from the H.B.Co. any Foxes, Lynxes &c. or any other furs 
(except Otters). I beg therefore that none be sent. 

The 10 cwt. of large Sea horse teeth, which I at present 
ship, are intended to be sent to Sir J. H. Pelly of London, who 
will pay the freight on them. I have also given order to send 
you by the Co/umbia all the furs belonging to you as per 
agreement, & traded here from Kooloushes (Indians) after the 
departure of Mr. Douglas, so as you may forward them to 
Europe this season, the two Invoices are sent with this. 

At the request of the Engineer of our Steam Boat Mr. 
Moore, who having completed his contract, is desirous to 


APPENDIX A 2433 


return this year to his native country; I beg as a favor, you 
would allow Mr. Moore to proceed to Fort Vancouver, so as 
he might proceed from thence to the United States, with a 
party of the Hudson’s Bay Company's people. In acceding 
to my request you would oblige me much, and if you do, I beg 
of you to inform me which is the most convenient way for Mr. 
Moore to get to Vancouver—on board the Cadboro or on board 
your Steamer, and will the latter be here with the Furs in time 
for Mr. Moore to get to Vancouver before your party leave 
for the Rocky Mountains. 

The letter you sent me with yours of 8th July for Mr. 
Manson has been, according to request, forwarded to Stikene, 
by Indians, immediately after its arrival here, and I now send 
you Mr. Manson’s reply. 

I have handed to Capt. Humphreys two drafts, one for the 
Wheat & Provisions brought by the Columbia of £2942. 19. 8 
Stg., the other for Freight on Goods by same vessel of 
£335. 12. 6 Stg., both at 60 days’ sight. 

[ have ordered to be shipped in the Columbia a case with 6 
of our damaged Chronometers, & I request you to give 
Instructions they be sent to London to Sir Ne El Rellyyato 
whom I write on the subject. I beg of you to forward my 
letters I now send to Sir J. H. Pelly & Sir G. Simpson. I have 
the honor to be, with profound respect—Sir—Your very 
hble. St. 

A. ETOLINE 
Post Capt. of the Im. Russ. Navy— 
Knight. 
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(III) S.S. BEAVER 


Cowlitz at Sea 
10 Feby. 18421 
From J. McLoughlin 
To Sir George Simpson 


SIR 
I Beg to hand you the accompanying comparative 
statement of the Result of the trade of furs collected by the 
sailing Brig Lama in 1835/6 the Steamer Beaver in 1 8 36.7.8.9 
and 40, and a calculation of the Result the same trade would 
have had if these furs had been traded by Land Establishments, 
which would have been the case if there was a Land 
Establishment at the north End of Vancouvers Island By 
which it is Evident that Instead of losing £4347 besides Capt. 
McNeils services for two years which may be valued as on 
Board the Lama £300 p.annum say in total £4947, on a 
collection of furs worth £13401 while the same amount of 
furs traded By a Land Establishment would have cleared 
£6527 and you will see that the Steamer has sunk to the 
Company from 1836 to 1842 Exclusive of the cost of bringing 
her Boilers now on the way from London the sum of £16,464 
I Beg to state that in my opinion the most advantageous mode 
of carrying on the Business of the N.W. coast north of 
Vancouvers Island is to keep up the present Establishments 
and to Erect an additional Establishment towards the north 
End of Vancouvers Island convert the Steamer into a Sailing 
vessel_ Employ her to take the supplies to the coast, and to 
Bring Back the Returns the quantity of furs the Establishments 
would procure more than the Steamer the cheaper Rate at 
1D. 4/111, fos. 84—85d. This letter is in McLoughlin’s writing. It will be 
noticed that there are several clerical errors in the statements enclosed with the 


letter. These errors do not appear in a copy of the letter and enclosures in 
B. 223/b/29, fos: 63—65d. 
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which they will be purchased by the Establishment will 
Render the trade more profitable than if it is carried on by the 
Steamer Beaver and permanent Establishments on the Lands 
of the Indians will give the company more influence over them 
and the trade will not be Exposed to the Derangement that 
might be caused by accidents happening to the Steamer or 
Engineer and in a year or two It may be found advisable to 
abandon Fort McLoughlin while the Steamer converted into 
_a Sailing Vessel would be navigated at much less Expense and 
do much more Business than she does at present as she might 
in the Winter go with a cargo of Salmon to Oahu, and I am 
certain by following the plan I suggest the Company would 
clear from £3 to 4000 more than is Done at present or by any 
other mode with which I am acquainted. 

: I am Sir 

Your Obedient 
humble Servant 
Joun McLoucutin 


[Enclosure] 


Comparative Statement! of the Difference in the Result 
Between the Steamer Beaver and Lama Employed in trading 
furs on the N.W. coast 


The Lama traded furs 
in 1835 to the Amount of £3667 10 6 Gained £1196 13 3 
1836 2010. 7 I 55 472. 2. 1 
6677-17. 7 FOO8 TG 4: 
The Steamer Beaver traded furs sek: Teurwe 
in 1836 tothe Amount of 628 6 7 and Lost 1446 6 5 
1837 74h 31 5 965. 8° oO 
1838 3486 18 6 55 CIOL T2. -3 
1839 S240.16 8 ROW ati ee 
1840 2303 1G. 2 - P3019 -3 
1340I I Oo -# 4347 18 1 


1D, 4/111, fos. 86—88d. This statement is in McLoughlin’s writing. 
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It is seen by this that the Lama traded furs to the Amount 
of £6677. 17. 7 and cleared £1668. 15. 4 while the Steamer 
in the same way traded furs to the Amount of £13401. 1. and 
Lost £4347. 18. and be it Recollected that in 1839 and 40 no 
charge is made for Captain McNiels Services as he became a 
chief trader in 1839 for which while on Board the Lama he 
Received £300 p.annum which would Increase the loss on the 
Steamer to £4947 and the Steamer is not charged freight for 
her supplies taken to Fort Simpson which ought to be on the 
Lowest Valuation at the same Rate as Fort McLoughlin say 
£250 p.annum. It will thus make an additional Loss on the 
Beaver to the Amount of £1250 say in total £6197. 18. 1 
While the Lama on the same quantity of furs would have 
cleared £3340, making the actual Difference in favour of 
the Lama over the Steamer of £9537. 18. 1, and if the@ 
Derangement and Loss caused by the Steamer not being in a 
state to perform the service for which she is Intended in 1841 
and 1842 be taken into consideration It will be seen the 
difference Between Employing a Steamer and a Sailing Vessel 
is still much greater and if the £6677 worth of furs traded by 
the Lama had been traded by a Land Establishment Instead 
of being traded by a Vessel taking Fort McLoughlin as a 
standard which I select as being the post best adapted to Drawa 
correct comparison It will appear that Instead of gaining only 
£1668 of which £680 was Gained by freight leaving the 
profit on the furs only £980 ona collection of furs worth £6677 
the same amount of furs traded by a Land Establishment 
would have cleared £2786 that is We would have cleared that 
amount after paying all the Expenses of a Land Establishment 
at the same time it must be Recollected that the furs traded by 
the Lama and Beaver were so much taken from the 
Establishment (when there was no opposition on the coast) 
Except what the Lama and Beaver traded at the north End of ~ 
Vancouvers Island. 

From this it appears that If the £13401 worth of furs 
traded by the Beaver had been traded by the posts on the 
coast which they would have been If we had an additional 
Establishment at the North End of Vancouvers Island 
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Instead of Losing £6197. 18. 1. as the company did they would 
have cleared £8027 and if from this we deduct £1500 the 
Extra Expense incurred the first year by Erecting this 
proposed Establishment It is Evident the company would 
have cleared £6527 Instead of Losing 4947 By Employing 
the Beaver besides the additional loss which is Incurred by 
her in 1841 and 1842 as in 1841 In consequence of the Bad 
state of her Boilers she could only make a trip to Sitka and the 
_ Greatest part of 1842 will be Lost in shipping new Boilers 
Besides the additional Expense of these Boilers and It will be 
found that the Expense of the Beaver for 1841 will be from 
£2500 to £3000 and It will amount in 1842 to about the same 
sum Besides the additional Expense of the Boilers and shipping 
them. 

On the Whole It is Evident that on the £13401 worth of 
furs traded by the Beaver in 1836.7.8.9 and 40 the Company 


Lost £4947 


N.B. As we must deduct 1250 for freight from 
the total £6197. 18. t_as a Land 
Establishment would have to pay freight 
for its supplies &c. the Company would 
have gained on the same amount of furs 
traded by a Land Establishment after 
deductg. the Expense of the Establishment 6527 


Expense Incurred by the Steamer in 1841 
and 1842 Exclusive of cost of Boilers 
Bringing them from London and Shipping 
them on the Steamer 5000 


16464 } 


1The total is £16,474 instead of £16,464. The error occurs in the 


manuscript. 
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Returns 1 Credit 
Fort McLoughlin from 34 to40 £17109 18 2 £ 789m” 22g 
Fort Simpson from 35 to4o =©3.2848 +3 11 16382 6 ve 
Lama from 35 to 36 6677 17.27 1668 15 4 
Stikine 40 1604 18 9 485 4°33 
58240 18 4 2593%) 8a aG 
36447 16 2 13035 10° fe 


£94688 14 6 LIT2905 17508 
So that although from Outfit 1832 to Outfit 1840, there has 
been furs traded on the Coast to the amount of £94,688 the 
Company has only cleared £11,295.? 


Fort McLoughlin’ 


Returns Credit 
1834 pC ely MAN Wer f, SAO 
1835 2106" TO “6 30 0 aie Wg: 
1836 PBA tated) 92 ole ee Ro 
1837 3200 14° 3 15869. 2 
1838 228018. 36 E431 16750 
1839 is Sole eo TAAO Fae 
1840 ily is bee. pie 1226) Gu ae 
17 1S9 Soe £7OG% Boia 
~o4 10) 76 
£7606. 12 91 


1D. 4/111, fo. go. This statement is in a clerk’s writing. It contains several 
inaccuracies owing to errors in addition in the statements which follow. See 
p- 339, n. 1. The correct figures should be : 


Returns Credit 


Fort McLoughlin from 34 to 4o £17109 18 2 LZ, TEQU zea 
Fort Simpson from 35 to40 30848 3 11 1§382- Ge 
Lama from 35 to. 36., 6677 17 <7 1668 15 4 
Stikine 40 1604 18 9g 480, 4.53 
56240 18 5 25131 (oon 

36447 17 2 13635 IO 10 

£92688 15 7 £11495 17 8 


2 This should read £11,495 instead of £11,295. 
3D. 4/111, fo. god. ‘This statement is in a clerk’s writing. The credit totals 


should read £7,591. 2. 11 instead of £7,691. 2. 11, and £7,506. 12. rr instead 
of £7,606) T2.-t8: 


APPENDIX A : 339 


Beaver 
Returns Loss 
1836 £628 9 7 PiraaG. 76" 6 
1837 Real. oe od 960 8 o 
1838 3486 18 6 67oeto) 3 
1839 224071628 Oe Ta ee 
1840 DOR Oe PEO O. * 8 
£1340I 2 0 £4347 18 1 
Fort Simpson? 
Returns Loss 
1831 £1309 12 I £1497 9 4 
1832 poe Eh. O TO75014-)6 
1833 HyoO2O rss I 1206 1071 
1834 E200 987). I 4026 15 3 


£22349 15 3 S400. 1, Pe, 


Fort Simpson 


Returns Credit 

1835 £2299 II 4 £645 13 § 
1836 A262 Tie 6 Peeout COGS 
1837 Cia) -5a10 2030 » 4.10 
1838 Tp oa 4762 7 O 
1839 SO03\01 5. 10 27304 (0) 0 
1840 Aa NT 2 2643 6 4 

£32343 3 11 Bice so. 2 Ot) O 


1D. 4/111, fo. 91. This statement is in a clerk’s writing. The total of the 
Fort Simpson returns, 1835-40, should read £30,848. 3. I1 instead of 


432,848. 3. 11. 
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Lama 
Returns Credit 
1835 {2607-16 6 £1196 {ice a 
1836 201G), Fou 472. 2 gk 


LOOT) laa £1668 15 4 


Returns? Loss 
Fort Simpson £22345 14) 3 {84067 cae 
Beaver 13401 Ano AtATs oemed 
Fort Durham 697219. a SSO. ae 27 


{2644 7a4 0" 2 L1302 5010 10 


(IV) MURDER OF JOHN McLOUGHLIN, ¥UNIOR 


Copy 
Fort Stikine 2z April 1842? 


From Thomas McPherson to 
John Work Esquire 


SIR 

I have taken an opportunity to write to you to let you 
know the misfortune which just got happened last night by 
some of our men, which was never happened before as they 
have done to poor John McLoughlin which he was shot 
through his breast he did not even say, I am killed. I do not 
know the very man that have done it, but some of the Islanders 
were on the Gallery and myself in the Bastion and they saw 
two men firing who were Lassert and Urbain and they want to 


1D. 4/111, fo. gtd. This statement is in a clerk’s writing. The Beaver 
returns should read £13,401. 2. O., making the total returns £36,447. 17. 2. 
2B. 223/b/20, fo. 21d. 
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make me believe that it was Indians that shot him, there were 
five Indians in the Fort come from Tako who brought letters, 
who is Mr. Kennedys Interpreter, now we are in danger from 
the Indians of this place as they want to attack the Fort when 
they heard he was killed, I cannot get an Indian less than 10 
Blankets some asked 12 and some 11, I did not pay yet till he 
comes back from there—All hands and himself were drunk 
except me and Smith, he me served out as much as 14 Gallons 
- of pure Spirits and they began [?] to fight and these two Men 
ran out of the House with their Guns and he sent all hands out 
after them and I told him Stop till tomorrow and I am afraid 
that they will do to me the way they did to him. 
Iam 
Your Obt. Servant 
Tu. McPuerson 


Thomas McPherson’s Deposition, April 26, 1842.1 


Tuomas McPuerson Maketh Oath and sayeth, That 
while Mr. McLoughlin had Mr. Rodk. Finlayson with him 
previous to the arrival of the Beaver Steamer in the Month of 
Sept. and after the departure of Mr. Ray in the month of 
Febry. or March he Mr. McLoughlin was in the habit of 
drinking Grog after dinner and frequently in the evening 
getting Mr. Rodk. Finlayson to join him, and he deponent 
occasionally getting Wine when they were drinking Spirits as 
he could not join them in the use of such liquor. That after 
the departure of Mr. Finlayson on the Steamer with Sir George 
Simpson and Mr. Douglas in the month of Octr. last Mr. 
McLoughlin became very much addicted to liquor frequently 
getting drunk as early as 1 and 2 O’Clock in the afternoon 
become more so even to madness before evening and on those 
occasions was exceedingly violent beating the People with his 
Fist and Bludgeons inflicting wounds tying them and flogging 
them on the bare back with a cat even till Blood streamed down. 
And many of those punishments appeared to him deponent to 


1H.B.C. Arch., John McLoughlin, jnr., Folder, enclosure to letter from 
Simpson to Etholine, dated Sitka, April 30, 1842. 
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have been inflicted without any cause. That on the evening 
of last Christmas day he became exceedingly drunk and all 
the people of the establishment so, drinking dancing, carousing 
and quarelling together. That he the deponent was then for 
the first time in his life drunk. That for a fortnight previous 
to the 20th Inst. Mr. McLoughlin was very unwell the effects 
of a previous debauch and that during that fortnight he was 
sober but on the 20th it was percieved about One Clock P.M. 
that Mr. McLoughlin was the worse of liquor as the Day 
advanced he became more so; toward evening he became very 
drunk and about 9 P.M. called in the Canadians and Iroquois 
and sent him the deponent into the Store for 3 Bottles of Rum 
those 3 Bottles were filled 4 times in the course of the Night 
making in all 12 Bottles drawn by him deponent and 
Expended. About 1 in the morning of the 21st the deponent 
and people who were with him went out of the lower Room of 
the main House in which they were drinking all the worse of 
liquor; Mr. McLoughlin more so than any of the others: 
from the main house he proceeded to one of the other 
dwelling Houses in the Fort occupied by Lassert, Urbain 
Heroux, Fleury and Smith, where he heard much noise as if 
they were all quarelling but he deponent being apprehensive of 
Mr. McLoughlins violence remained alone upstairs in the 
main House where he was joined soon afterwards by Mr 
McLoughlin who had come for his Rifle on account as he said 
of Hereux & Lassert’s threatening him. Previous to Mr. 
McLoughlin coming upstairs deponent heard 3 shots fired. 
That on going down he Mr. McLoughlin fell when his Rifle 
went off he then returned up Stairs and being too drunk to 
reload himself handed it over to deponent for that purpose and 
he accordingly loaded it. Mr. McLoughlin then went out 
accompanied by deponent in search of Urbain and Lassert 
who had secreted themselves. Mr. McLoughlin and deponent 
went around in the Gallery and searched the Bastions but 
could not find Urbain and Lassert. Mr. McLoughlin then 
ran down into the Area of the Fort calling out Fire Fire when 
3 shots were fired near Fleurys house and one from the 
Gallery one of those Shots took effect as in going from the 
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Gallery the People called to him that Mr. McLoughlin was 
dead and on examination he deponent found it was the case a 
Ball having passed through his Body either ent’ring between 
the Shoulders near the Spine and coming out at the Throat or 
entring at the Throat and coming out between the Shoulders 
and lodging in the Carpenters shop Door Deponent further 
sayeth that Mr. McLoughlin in other respects led a very 
irregular life generally keeping 3 Women at the same time in 
the Fort Sleeping the greater part of the forenoon and paying 
little or no attention to the Business. 
Tuomas McPuerson 

Sworn before me at 
Stikine this 26 Day of 
April 1842 

Gro. SIMPson 


Stikine 27th April 18421 
From Sir George Simpson to 
John McLoughlin Esq. 


Dear Sir 

On arrival (from Taco on the Evening of the 25th) off 
the little Anchorage at this place, my mind was filled with 
apprehension that all was not right, by observing that both the 
English and Russian Flags on the Fort were half mast high, 
and that Mr. John McLoughlin, the Gentleman left in charge, 
did not appear on the platform; the stillness that prevailed 
on shore,—one man only belonging to the Establishment 
having made his appearance at the gate, evidently showing that 
there was a mournful tale to relate, and on landing, I was 
more shocked than words can describe to learn that Mr. 
McLoughlin was no more, having fallen on the night of the 
20/21 Instant in a drunken fray, by the hand of one of his own 
men. I shall not here distress you by a detail of the 
occurrences of that memorable and fatal night, for which I 
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must refer you to the accompanying Depositions of Philip 
Smith, Thomas McPherson, Benone Fleury and George 
Heron. From all I can collect, the whole conduct & 
management of Mr. McLoughlin were exceedingly bad, and 
his violence when under the influence of liquor, which was 
very frequently the case, amounting to insanity. A scene, 
which no pen can adequately describe, appears to have been 
enacted within the Fort on the night in question, when this 
unfortunate young man was hurried into eternity by a gunshot 
wound from one of his own men,—this dreadful act being 
done, I firmly believe, under the influence of terror, as a 
measure of self preservation. By the depositions you will 
observe that several shots were discharged, but I have not been 
able to ascertain to a certainty by whom that, which was the 
cause of the death of the deceased, was fired; yet my belief 1s, 
that it was done by Urbain Heroux. The occurrence having 
taken place within Russian Territory, no legal steps against the 
parties can be taken by me; but my belief is, that any Tribunal 
by which the case could be tried, would find a verdict of 
““Justifiable Homicide’. The man, Urbain, whom I suspect 
of having fired the fatal shot, will be removed forthwith from 
the Establishmt. and in the meantime conveyed to Sitka; and 
Peter, the Iroquois, is to be sent by the Cow/itz to Ft. 
Vancouver in irons, to be forwarded to Canada, as a worthless 
character and not to be re-admitted to the Service. 

I have placed Mr. Dodd, chief Mate of the Cow/itz in 
charge of the Fort, for which he appears well qualified, with a 
respectable young man, George Blenkinsop, one of the Sailors, 
to act in the capacity of assistant. Mr. Dodd has been engaged 
for a term of 3 years from Ist June proxo. at a salary of £100 
pr. annum and Blenkinsop for a like time from same date, at a 
salary of £30 for the first year, £40 for the second and {$0 for 
the third, with an understanding that they may hereafter 
return to the marine if they wish to resume their profession. 
The business of the post seems to have been very badly 
conducted, to which I in a great degree ascribe the unfavorable 
state of the trade and the poorness of the returns. I have 
given Mr. Dodd a few instructions for his guidance. My 
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arrival here with the Russian Steamer and the Cowlitz was 
most opportune, as the Indians, who are collected to the 
number of about 2000 in the neighbourhood (watching the 
Ullochan Fishery) were talking of attacking the Fort, which 
in the disorganised state of the people, without a head, they 
thought would be an easy capture; but I consider it due to 
the people to say, that as a body, their conduct throughout has 
been fully better than could have been expected under such 
_ inhuman treatment as they were frequently exposed to. 

On examining the Furs, it was found that a pile of Bear 
Skins had become heated to such a degree, that if left a few 
more days undisturbed, they would have caught fire. The 
returns, with the exception of a few damp skins are packed up 
and forwarded p. Cowlitz, as p. packing List and a very 
few otters and Russian Furs sent to Sitka, as p. List. Mr. 
McLoughlin’s private property is packed up and forwarded 
to Vancouver, and his private papers separated from those 
that appear, on a very superficial examination, to be public, 
forwarded with his baggage. The accots. I fear, are in a very 
irregular state, but Mr. Dodd is instructed to look into them, 
to take an Inventory of the place, and to report fully to you on 
all things. The man from Taco (Corbin) 1s left here, and the 
complement of the Establishment in all is 
The Cowlitz sails tomorrow morning for Fort Simpson, and 
I start at same time for Sitka. This letter will be left open for 
the perusal of Mr. Work, who is instructed to forward it to 
you. The better to explain the affidavits I forward also a plan 
of the Fort with notes. 

I remain dear Sir 
Your Mo.obedt. humble Servt. 
(sigd.) Gzo SIMPSON 


Deposition of John O’Brien? 


On arrival at Fort Simpson I enquired of Mr. Rodk. 
Finlayson into the truth of the affidavits taken by Sir Geo, 
Simpson at Stikine Mr. R. Finlayson denies having seen Mr, 
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John McLoughlin intoxicated at any time during his residence 
at Stikine and that he never saw Mr. McLoughlin taste raw 
Spirits, He Mr. F. admits having sometimes taken a glass of 
weak Spirits & water after dinner, in company with Mr. 
McLoughlin. This was the Case but very seldom sometimes a 
month or more intervening without them tasting a drop of any 
kind of Spirits and they never exceeded one glass. Mr. 
Finlayson saw Mr. McLoughlin flog one or two Sandwich 
Islanders for Sleeping on their watch he beat Fleury with his 
fists for Stealing rum & getting drunk Mr. McLoughlin being 
perfectly sober at the time & that to his Mr. F’s knowledge, 
no other men were punished during his residence at Stikine 
Mr. Finlayson also showed me a letter Signed by Thomas 
McPherson & Countersigned by Mr. C. Dodd & Geo. 
Blenkinsop in which McPherson States that he did not 
understand the questions put to him by Sir Geo. Simpson 
Joun O’Brien 

Sworn before me 
Ft. Vancouver June 4th 1842 

James Dovuctas 


London 5th Fanuary 1843} 
Hudsons Bay House 


Sir George Simpson to 
The Governor, Depy. Govr. and Committee 
of the Hon. Hudsons Bay Company 


Hons e. Sirs, 

I have perused with attention a dispatch, handed to me 
yesterday, from C. F. McLoughlin, under date 24th June 
1842, on some parts of which I consider it proper to offer a 
few observations. That Gentleman evidently writes under the 
influence of excited feelings, arising, it would appear, from the 
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nature of the communications it was my painful duty to make 
to him from Stikine, as contained in my letter of 27th April 
and the Affidavits that accompanied it; but, as I have no other 
feeling connected with the matter besides that of unfeigned 
concern for the fate of the unfortunate son & sympathy for the 
distressed Father, and the desire of making your Honors 
acquainted with all the important facts and features of the case 
as far as they are known to me, I shall say no more than may 
appear necessary to render the subjects referred to intelligible 
to your Honors. 

2. Mr. McLoughlin in the first page, quotes passages from 
my letters to him on this melancholy subject, which speak for 
themselves, and on which I have no further observation to 
make than that the impressions on my mind at the time of 
writing those letters, remain unaltered. 

3. In the second page, Mr. McLoughlin seems to be of 
opinion that my intention was, that no prosecution of Urbain 
Heureux (the man charged with shooting Mr. McLoughlin 
Junr.) should take place, from the circumstance of my not 
having taken oral testimony to Sitka; and he complains that 
Pierre Kanaquassi was sent to Vancouver instead of Sitka to 
be there. tried for firing at Francois Pressé. From these 
observations it is evident Mr. McLoughlin is ignorant that the 
Russian authorities at Sitka have no criminal jurisdiction, and 
that all cases must be sent to Siberia for trial, where the delays 
and difficulties are so great, that even the Russian American 
Company with all their influence and the command of evidence, 
have not been able, notwithstanding their most strenuous 
exertions, to bring on the trial of a woman who was sent to 
Siberia from Sitka some years ago, on a charge of poisoning; 
indeed, so difficult and troublesome is it to obtain the ends of 
justice, that if the case were their own | am quite satisfied they 
would not prosecute it; and the Governor distinctly told me, 
that all he could do in reference to Heureux, was in the 
meantime to remove him to the island of Kodiak or some other 
distant Settlement. But even if there had been any criminal 
jurisdiction at Sitka, the weak state of the establishment, 
considering the dangers by which it was at that moment 
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surrounded from the excitement that existed among the 
Indians, would have rendered it unsafe to withdraw any of its 
inmates, who were the only evidence that could have been 
forthcoming. But it is unnecessary to enlarge upon this 
subject, as my letter of 30th April addressed to Govr. Etholin, - 
accompanying the Affidavits, of which your Honors have 
copies, will shew that I could have had no desire to screen the 
prisoner from justice. 

4. Mr. McLoughlin further complains that the parties 
making the depositions were not cross-questioned, and states 
that the Afhdavits themselves are the most extraordinary 
documents of the kind he ever saw. From these observations, 
I presume it has escaped Mr. McLoughlin, that these 
Affidavits, like all others taken under similar circumstances, 
are voluntary statements on oath, and that as the case was not 
then being tried, I had no power to cross examine the 
witnesses, but was bound to take such statements as they felt 
disposed to make. The mode I adopted in taking the evidence 
of those parties, was in the first instance in conversation to hear 
all that they had to say, taking notes of the leading features 
and afterwards getting Mr. O’Brien, who acted Clerk on the 
occasion, to take down the evidence (after the parties had been 
duly sworn) in a more connected and readable shape than they 
first gave it in conversation: and from all the information I 
collected upon the spot, after the most rigid investigation, Iam 
grieved to be under the necessity of saying, that I still firmly 
believe the main features of the evidence they gave, in reference 
to the conduct and habits of the unfortunate young man, were 
substantially correct. 

5. I agree with Mr. McLoughlin that there are many 
worthless characters in the Service, but in so extensive an 
employ as that of the Fur trade, it is impossible, from the 
nature of things, it could be otherwise; but on a reperusal of 
the Afhdavits, I do not see that there is any good reason to | 
doubt the main features of the testimony. Phillip Smith, 
whose evidence was first taken, was described to me by C. F. 
Douglas, Dr. Kennedy and several other persons, as a steady 
well conducted man, and from what I saw and heard of him 
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afterwards, I had every reason to believe that he merited the 
character that was given of him; I have, therefore, no reason 
to doubt his testimony. Thomas McPherson, the second 
deponent, I firmly believe perfectly understood every question 
I put to him; and I further believe that his statements are 
true. Of Fleuri I have not so good an opinion, and should not 
be disposed to place much reliance on his testimony if any 
_ advantage could arise to him by witholding the truth; but in 
the present case, I do not see that there is any good reason for 
doubting his statements. The Sandwich Islanders, Cole and 
Kekepe, gave their evidence through another Sandwich 
Islander, one of the Sailors on board the Cow/itz, who spoke 
English sufficiently well to act as interpreter; and from the 
manner in which it was given and other circumstances, I am 
satisfied it was meant to be correct. Of George Heron’s 
character I know but little, but I have never heard anything 
to his prejudice; on the contrary, there was an impression 
on my mind that he was a well conducted man, and he gave 
his evidence with much clearness. On a close comparison of 
the evidence of some of these people, it is possible that 
inconsistencies may be found; but I have no hesitation in 
again repeating my belief, that the main features are correct. 

6. Mr. McLoughlin seems to think that if Heureux, 
Pressé, Heron, Boulanger and La Certe had, according to his 
own words, “ united with the Iroquois, they would easily have 
bullied the remainder of the Whites into not revealing the 
truth ’’, and from the manner in which he says so I imagine he 
thinks that they were under the influence of intimidation: that, 
however, I can say was not the fact, as there was no concert or 
understanding between those Whites and the Iroquois; on 
the contrary, it was quite evident that some of those Whites 
were anxious to fasten the charge upon an Iroquois named 
Antoine, who, however, appeared to me perfectly innocent of 
it; and from that fact, it is, I judge that there was no concert 
between those parties. 

7. Mr. McLoughlin complains that Mr. Roderick Finlayson, 
App. Clerk, had been withdrawn from Stikine, and that his son 
had been left without any Clerk as an assistant. This appeared 
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at the time a necessary measure, from the circumstance of 
that young man’s services being required as an assistant to 
Mr. Work at Ft. Simpson, that Gentleman being in ill health, 
laboring under the effects of a recent very dangerous rupture, 
while his assistant, Mr. McDonald, who had given notice the 
year before of his intention to quit the Service, was supposed 
to be in a decline, rendering it necessary to remove him from 
the establishment; so that it became indispensible either to 
leave Mr. Work or Mr. McLoughlin without a Clerk; and 
after comparing notes with Mr. Douglas, it was considered, 
from the state of Mr. Work’s health and the more extensive 
nature of the business under his charge, that he should have 
the assistance of Rodk. Finlayson. At the other posts, say 
Ft. McLoughlin, Mr. Ross was in charge without any Clerk 
as assistant, and at Tako, Mr. Kennedy had Mr. O. Brien as 
assistant: so that, circumstanced as we were, having but Six 
officers for four posts, no alternative remained than to leave 
two of them with one officer each; and from the state of Mr. 
Ross’s health at the time we passed, I certainly felt more 
apprehension with regard to the charge of Ft. McLoughlin, 
than I did in regard to Stikine, especially so, as the man 
Phillip Smith, who-was brought from Tako to act as assistant 
with McPherson to Mr. J. McLoughlin Jr., was represented 
by Mr. Douglas and Mr. Kennedy, who seemed to know the 
man’s character, as steady, respectable and well conducted, 
who would support his master in case of need. 

8. Mr. McLoughlin in his remarks in reference to the 
heated state in which I found the skins, seems to think they 
were in the trading room, and says such “ was more owing to the 
negligence of Smith and McPherson, who had the immediate 
charge of the Indian shop, than to the deceased’. The fact, 
however, is that these skins were not in the Indian shop, but 
were in one of the rooms of the main house, adjoining those 
occupied by Mr. McLoughlin, who always kept the key in his 
own possession, neither Smith nor McPherson having any 
access to that room. 

g. With regard to the state of the trade, I am glad to find 
it is better than I was led to suppose. ‘The irregular state of 
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the books and accounts prevented my drawing a comparison, 
while at Stikine, between the trade then and at the same date 
the preceding year; but from the verbal reports of McPherson 
and Smith, I understood the trade had been very unfavorable, 
and that the Indians had not, from it was said, the harsh 
treatment they experienced, exerted themselves in collecting 
skins. 

10. Mr. McLoughlin says, that an old experienced officer 
~ (whom I presume to be Mr. Rowand) “‘ did often and often 
express to him his anxiety about the safety of the deceased ”’. 
I deeply lament that that Gentleman did not express to me 
when upon the spot, that such an anxiety rested upon his mind 
and the probable grounds for such anxiety, as had he done so, 
the calamity that has occurred might have been averted by my 
leaving himself, although in a dangerous state of health, in 
charge. The cause to which I refer for such anxiety, I conceive 
must principally have arisen from certain hints or information 
which Mr. Rowand and his Son Dr. Rowand, who was then 
with him, received during the fortnight they were at Stikine, 
while Mr. Douglas and I were absent at Tako and Sitka, in 
reference to the violent conduct and intemperate habits of Mr. 
McLoughlin; as since the melancholy event, I have learnt 
from Dr. Rowand, that both his Father and himself were 
informed by their servant La Graise, that the conduct of Mr. 
McLoughlin Jr. was exceedingly violent and irregular, and 
that in an act of violence, of then recent occurrence, a sword 
was broken, which I afterwards found at Stikine, and, if my 
recollection fails not, forwarded to Vancouver. It is perfectly 
possible that the then state of health of Mr. Rowand may have 
prevented his paying the proper attention to the information 
that was given to him, but certain it is that some such 
information as I state, was conveyed both to him and his 
Son, which, however, never reached my ears until after the 
melancholy event had occurred. 

It concerns me much to be under the necessity of casting 
any reflection on the memory of the unfortunate deceased, but 
from the tone of his Father’s letter, I am constrained to say, 
that from what Mr. McLoughlin knew of his son’s previous 
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conduct, he ought never in my opinion to have been placed in 
charge of Stikine; and I believe that those who knew the 
young man best, are aware that when under the influence of 
liquor, he was violent to madness, and even in his sober 
moments, he was ever more ready with his hand than was 
either necessary or proper; and if my memory serves me, I 
think I learnt from Mr. Douglas, that he was under the 
necessity of reprimanding him very severely on board the 
Beaver Steamer, on their passage up the North West Coast, 
for violence without adequate cause to some person or persons 
on board. 

11. Mr. McLoughlin in speaking of my agreeing to supply 
200 Cwt. of Flour to the Russian American Company at the 
price of 16/- p. Fanego of 126 lbs. or 14/2% p. Cwt. states that 
the price is so low, that, to use his own words, “it would 
afford us nothing for our labor”. When I wrote to Mr. 
McLoughlin on this subject, I stated “ that Flour having been | 
tendered at that price to the Russian American Company for 
the Kamschatka contract, I felt unwilling to decline supplying 
this small quantity at reduced prices ”; and on reference to an 
interchange of correspondence with Baron Wrangell in 1840 
and 1841, a copy of which I believe Mr. McLoughlin perused, 
and to the 13th par. of your Honors dispatch to myself of Ist 
March 1841, which Mr. McLoughlin saw, I find that by your 
Honors instructions, I made an offer to Baron Wrangell to 
provide Grain at the price of 10/9 and Flour at 16/- p. Fanego, 
for the supply of Kamschatka. Previous to making that offer, 
I had consulted one of the most respectable Corn Factors 
houses in London (Messrs. Nixon & Co.) as to the relative 
value of Wheat and Flour, and taking 10/9 as a fair price for 
the former (a price which Mr. McLoughlin himself in 1837 
considered favorable) several calculations were made, which 
were examined into attentively by the Governor and Depy. 
Governor, by which it appeared that the Company could 
afford to supply Flour at the price of 16/- p. Fanego or 14/23 
p. Cwt. including the package and freight. It was under these 
circumstances, therefore, that I agreed to allow Govr. Etholin 
to have, in addition to the original contract, the small supply in 
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question; but it was perfectly understood between us, that this 
additional supply was not to be continued, unless it was found 
to answer our purpose. 

12. Mr. McLoughlin in speaking of my letter to him from 
Tako, respecting the abandonment of that place, does not seem 
to have been aware, that by the Agreement of May 1842 
with the Russian American Company, all land furs of every 
description, whether taken on the Coast or Islands to the 
Southward of Cape Spencer, were to be made over to the 
Hudsons Bay Company from and after the 1st June last, 
which removes all apprehension as to the Indians of that 
establishment taking their Furs to the Russian Settlements 
on the abandonment of the post; and in saying that it is 
determined to abandon Stikine and Tako, that Gentleman 
seems to have overlooked that part of my letter to him dated 
Honolulu 1 March 1842, in which I say “ that (the post) of 
Stikine may be continued during the year 1843”, likewise 
that part of my letter dated Sitka 18 May 1842, in which I say 
“you will, therefore, be pleased to take the necessary steps 
to abandon those posts (Tako and Ft. McLoughlin) in the 
course of the summer 1843, but the post of Stikine under 
proper management, may I understand be maintained with 
advantage’; my object being, as your Honors are aware by 
other correspondence, to have that post removed in due time 
to the British territory inland, on the banks of the Stikine 
River, to which end I obtained while passing through St. 
Petersburg, a letter of authority from the Russian American 
Company, to abandon the post of Stikine at some future period, 
whenever the Hon. Company might feel so disposed. 

13. I am exceedingly sorry to be under the necessity of 
occupying so much of your Honors valuable time with my 
observations upon C. F. McLoughlin’s letter, but it seemed to 
me to have required the comments I have, very reluctantly, been 
under the necessity of making upon it; With much respect, 

I have the honor to be, 
Honble. Sirs, 
Yr. mo. obedt. hmble. Svt. 


Gro. SIMPSON 
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Vancouver, r Feby. 18441 
From John McLoughlin to 


Sir George Simpson Governor 


in Chief Ruperts Land 


SIR 
I have the Honor to acknowledge the Receipt of your 
Dispatch No. 1 Dated 21 June 1843. | 

It is correct as you write that you had ascertained that — 
Urbain Heroux fired the fatal Shot which deprived my Son 
of his life and that you wrote me so in your letter 27 April 1842 
But it seemed to me then that you had no Intention any 
Judicial proceedings should take place in this affair and now 
you merely write “I accordingly delivered up Heroux as 
Stikine was Russian Territory to the Governor of Sitka and 
dismissed Kanaquassi from our Service as worthless and 
Incorrigible’”’ Permit me to observe I think it will be 
considered but justice to have taken the trouble to inform me 
if any Judicial proceedings were to be held on this affair. 

You write “ In addition to your naturally Excited feeling 
you seemed to descover two Grounds for Suspecting a General 
conspiracy of the men of the Fort against your sons life such 
Grounds Respectively being the confession of P. Kanequassi 
and the conversation of Mr. Chief Factor Rowand ”. 

I Beg to Remark I do not see where I lay great stress on 
Mr. chief Factor Rowands conversation But I am sorry to say 
I find your statement of Mr. Chief Factor Rowands 
observations and what he writes me to be very different. 

You write ‘“ With Regard to Chief Factor Rowand that 
Gentleman previously to the Deplorable event had Expressed 
to you his fears for the Safety of Stikine if left under the charge 
of one officer now while admitting in substance the correctness 
of your Report Mr. Rowand has clearly Expressed to me 
that his fears were founded not on any Symptoms of 
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Insubordination among the men of the Fort But on his 
personal Recollection of your Late Sons Intemperate habits 
and his ungovernable Violence when under their Immediate 
influence in short that fearing a Relapse he dreaded a collision 
between your late Son and the natives which in all probability 
would have only one Result Permit me to Add that Mr. 
Rowands alarm has been to a certain Extent Justified by the 
fact of the case for the depositions taken by Mr. Manson shew 
that your late son on the very night of his death had Rendered 
five Indians quite drunk within the Walls of the Fort as an 
atonement for Personal Violence.” 

The only Reply I will make in Regard to the foregoing 
paragraph is the following copy of Mr. Chief Factor Rowands 


Letter to me on the same Subject. 


Edmonton rz March 1843 
John McLoughlin Esq. 


My Dear Sir 

I often think of what you write me to let you know if it is 
true that I told Sir George Something Respecting poor Johns 
drinking &c at Stikine If my friend Mr. Douglass told you 
so I must say he is much mistaken and am afraid he must have 
a very poor opinion of me if he thinks I accompanied Sir 
George to be his spy for him the Latter wrote me from Sitka 
as if I had known the deceased to have acted as was told him 
by the Villains of Stikine after poor Mr. John was no more 
here I must state part of what I am accused by him ‘‘ While 
you was at Stikine you heard a Good deal about his public and 
private conduct and management and ought to have told me 
had you done so the Evil that has Occurred would have been 
avoided as I should not have left him at the place which has 
been a hell upon Earth with a Sink of Pollution Ever since 
Rae left it”” had I said what I am accused by Mr. Douglass 
Sir George would not Blame me for not telling him of it. The 
fact is that I did not see the deceased take a Single Glass while 
I was at Stikine and as for Beating his men I saw nothing of 
the kind I was told while there that some fellows upon watch 
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were found asleep. I must say I thought It strange to Leave 
the deceased as he was left but I never dreamed he was in 
danger of losing his life by his own men no far from that But 
hearing what kind of Indians he had to deal with I thought 
it was not safe for one Gentleman to be left alone however I 
said nothing of what I thought on the subject Except 
remarking that the lad McPherson was not a fit person to act 
as second the deceased himself told me he had the promise of 
one of the Logans the Eldest. Iam 
: My Dear Sir 
Ever yours Sincerely 
Sg. Joun Rowanp 


you see the Reasons Mr. Rowand Gives for the dread he 
Expressed to me for the safety of My Son and the 
Establishment of Stikine differ Greatly from those you state 
he Expressed to you “‘ that his fears were founded not on any 
Symptoms of Insubordination among the men of the Fort But 
on his personal Recollection of your Sons Intemperate habits ”. 

Neither Mr. Rowand or any Body Else in common candour 
can accuse my late Son of Intemperate habits I heard of his 
getting Intoxicated once at Bas de la Riviere Once at York in 
1837 and once on Christmas 1840 and if we candidly consider 
the circumstances of the last time It will be admitted that 
Herons Irritating conduct Would have the Effect of causing 
the Liquor to affect him more than it otherwise would in 1838 
I Enguired of my Brother who brought my Son up from the 
age of Seventeen to twenty three if he knew of my late sons 
being Given to Liquor and he told me he did not and that he 
Knew of no single instance in which he got Intoxicated My 
Son was here from 1838 to 1840 going up and down the River 
and in different directions and always had Liquor with him 
and no person Ever saw him in the least affected by it I will 
beg to ask If it is fair because a young man of twenty Eight 
years of age in a convivial moment has been known to have 
Been three times Intoxicated to set him down as a man of 
Intemperate Habits. If such is the Standard there are many 
and many who will not be able to pass the Ordeal. 
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It is true McPherson Heron Smith and Fleury depose to 
you that the deceased was several times drunk and that others 
made the same Statement before Mr. Manson But when we 
Examine we see they all must refer to the same Instance and 
see how these men differ in their depositions and when we 
consider that McPherson Heron Smith and Fleurie have 
Evidently perjured themselves in the depositions they made 
before you and that the other men the Canadians and Iroquois 
are men of the same character we certainly can put very little 
Reliance on their testimony. 

Heron deposes before you that during Mr. Rae time he 
frequently saw my deceased Son Intoxicated Mr. Rae says this 
is false Heron deposes before you that on the night of 
Christmas 1840 My Son was absolutely mad with Liquor that 
he was assaulted without any provocation by him knocked 
down with a Bludgeon you see Mr. Rae states the Deceased 
only struck Heron with his fists the cause of his so doing was 
Herons Leaving his Post before the time he ought and being 
Insolent this very Insolence might have Caused a Small 
quantity of Liquor to affect him and which appears to have 
been the case from the way Mr. Rae writes. 

Heron deposes before you that Mr. Rae got the deceased 
Bound by two men and conveyed to his Bed Room where he 
was Locked up for the night you see this is false he was only 
held for a few moments by two men while Excited and when 
it is considered that he was heated by dancing I leave it to be 
decided by those acquainted with the Effect of dancing and 
passion on the Human frame to decide If the state my deceased 
Son was at that time was the Effect of Liquor. 

“That the following Day when sober Mr. McLoughlin 
severely Beat the men for having obeyed their master’s order 
in forcing him into his Room ”’ you see Mr. Rae states that it 
is the same night he gave Each of them a Blow while still under 
the Excitement from the provocation he Received from Heron. 

Heron deposes before Mr. Manson he saw the deceased 
drink Rum twice and once so drunk he could not stand. 

Thomas McPherson deposes before you the deceased used 
frequently to get drunk as Early as one or two o clock p.m. 
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The same deposes before Mr. Manson that he saw the 
deceased drunk four or five times. 

Smith deposes before you he first saw the deceased the 
worse from Liquor 8 or ten days after the Departure of the 
Steamer in the month of September or October last and very 
frequently afterwards untill the time of his death and he 
deposes before Mr. Manson he frequently saw the deceased 
so drunk he could not stand. 

Benoni Fleuri deposes before you that he saw the deceased 
drunk in Christmas 1840 after Mr Raes departure when Less 
under restraint he not unfrequently got drunk using ardent 
spirits freely and Encouraging Mr. R. Finlayson to join him 
in the use of Spirits. 

Mr. Rod. Finlayson states he never saw the deceased affected 
by Liquor while they were together that they did Occasionally 
take a Glass of Grog about 11 o clock that when they took 
Grog they only took it once a day and that not Every day and 
that they only had a Glass of Grog two or three times in the 
Evening during the time Mr. Finlayson was with him and 
Fleur1 deposes before Mr. Manson he saw the deceased once 
drunk but frequently tipsy. Lasserte deposes before Mr. 
Manson that he saw the deceased once so drunk he could not 
stand. 

Charles Bellanger saw the deceased much Intoxicated on 
Christmas Eve and on several Occasions tipsy. 

Simon Anaheurasi never saw the deceased drunk but 
frequently tipsy. 

Pressee saw the deceased sometimes drunk and Excited. 

Powhou saw the deceased twice drunk. 

Nahua saw the deceased three times drunk and saw him 
drink Rum and Water five or six times Nahua was a Servant 
in the Kitchen. 

Kililukulu saw him twice drunk. 

Onaha saw the deceased twice tipsy but never drunk. 

Kakap1 saw the deceased'tipsy on Christmas. 

Capt. Cole saw the deceased Intoxicated once. 

Joe Lamb saw the deceased tipsy two or three times. 

Kanakanui saw the deceased tipsy once about the Holidays. 
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If we compare these different depositions we see how they 
contradict Each other and when we know this Occurred in an 
Establishment two hundred ft. Square and consider the Effect 
Spirituous Liquor has on a young man and that all must have 
heard the noise he made if Intoxicated Even if they did not see 
him and as we know how falsely these men will accuse their 
superiors of being drunkards to Rebut any charge brought 
against themselves and when we consider the Bad character 
of the men that the whites and Iroquois were the worst men in 
the department and from a knowledge of the character of these 
men and Every Circumstance connected with the Business of 
the place I owe it to Justice to declare that I do not Believe my 
late Son to have been Intemperate in his habits. In Every 
Instance in which these men refer to an Occurrence having 
taken place in the presence of a Respectable person their 
Statements are found to be false you see How Mr. Rae 
contradicts Heron and Mr. Finlayson contradicts what they 
say Occurred while he was there The Allowance of Wine and 
Brandy of the deceased was found almost in the same state 
after his murder in April as when Mr. Finlayson left him in 
October the Indian Wife of the deceased and several Indians 
told Mr. Work the deceased did not drink. If the deceased 
had Indulged as they state the Indian Women in the Fort 
would have communicated it to their friends outside and as 
they had frequent Intercourse with Fort Simpson and Durham 
Indians Mr. Work and Dr. Kennedy would have heard it But 
they never did till after the murder though Mr. Work heard 
the deceased had been fired at by P. Kanaquassi and the 
Indians were so particular as to depict the man so as to Enable 
Mr. Work to find out who it was and told him Mr. John (the 
name by which the deceased was known to the Indians) had 
Bad White Men and well might they say so as besides what we 
knew of them formerly you see by the Depositions Mr. Douglass 
took that Saixs Son told the deceased four of his (the 
deceased men) wanted to Employ him Saixs Son to murder 
the deceased and which I Believe when I know that they were 
in the habit of talking of murdering the deceased as a common 
topic of conversation and when I consider the character of these 
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men Heroux was tried and condemned for Robbery at three 
Rivers and subsequently taken up for Larceny when his father 
Bought off the Evidence But subsequently his own father had 
to put him in prison on account of his violent conduct but 
dropped the prosecution on condition of Herouxs leaving the 
country when our people Engaged him and took him out of 
prison to come to this country Pierre Kanaquassi is accused of 
having murdered and Robbed before he came here I did not 
know of these accusations against these men till after I had 
heard of the murder But I knew that Pressee had been 
dismissed from Moose for Shooting at a man In short as 
a Body the Canadians and Iroquois were the Greatest 
Blackguards in the department and were sent to Stikine to 
prevent their giving trouble in other places as I knew these 
men would only be kept to their duty by the dread of 
punishment which Mr Rae and my Son could inflict without . 
having recourse to Extreme measures. 

In yours of 27 April 1842 from Stikine to me you write 
‘I fear the accounts are in an Irregular state’ you can never 
have Examined them when you write thus as Mr. Dod deposes 
on his Oath “I found his accounts (the deceaseds) all posted 
up Except two memorandums which I found on his desk.” 

Question was his desk in order. 

Answer In very Good order and his Journal was posted up 
to r9th April see Mr. Dodds deposition and after Mr. Dodd 
had taken the Inventory Recapitulated the Indian shop Book 
and Sales to Servants It is found the deficiency or property 
not accounted for amounts in Value to only ten pounds 
nineteen shilling and Eleven pence as p. accompanying 
statement no. 1 I am now forty years in the Indian Country 
and in Justice to my murdered son I say I never saw so small 
a defficiency on such an amount and when it is considered how 
difficult It is to trade with the Indians of the coast that my Son 
had no person with him after Mr. Finlayson left him on whom 
he could depend that McPherson his assistant is known to be 
a thief that he pilferred from the Store while my Son was alive 
that he had charge of the place during five days when he may 
have taken what he pleased that even one day after you left 
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Mr. Dodd in charge of Stikine McPherson crept at night into 
Mr. Dodds Bed Room while Mr. Dodd was asleep in his Bed 
Stole the Key of the Fort laying within 18 Inches of Mr. 
Dodds head between his pistols Loaded primmed and cocked 
at the same time stole the key of the Indian shop from Mr. 
Blenkinsops pocket opened the Gate of the Fort took an 
Indian Woman to the Indian shop from which he stole Goods 
to pay her and this is one of the men and Smith is the other 
- whom you state to Mr. Dodd “ the young man McPherson 
and Smith are trusty and confidential and who conducted the 
trade of the place during the past season” and you allowed 
Smith to go so far as to state in his deposition “that the 
deponent Believes there has been a very wasteful Expenditure 
of property given by the deceased to women which has not 
been charged to his account’? What reference had this to 
the crime of murder which was then the subject of Enquiry? 
none whatever and could have no other object than to vilify 
the character of the deceased and on account of Justice and 
humanity ought not to have been done as the man was no more 
and could not defend himself and though Smith deposed before - 
you that he saw Heroux Load his Gun to kill the deceased and 
that he Smith never told the deceased of it for which infidelity 
to give it the mildest term he ought to have been punished 
Instead of this you Rewarded him with an Increase of Wages 
It is painful for me to say so yet I must in truth say I never 
saw so improper an act committed by any person in Authority 
in the Indian Country Smith is the most Criminal man among 
these men Even towards yourself as you put him there as an 
assistant to the deceased and he is the first to form a conspiracy 
against him, because he is doing his Best to Execute your 
Instructions and gets a Petition drawn up and signed to 
Represent as he says his masters misconduct because he kept 
the men to their Duty and punished those who Misbehaved 
and see how he perjured himself in the way he Represented to 
you Kanaquasi case and did not Smith know that the quantity 
of Liquor given by the deceased to the men the night of the 
murder was a mere trifle sufficient to make the men dance and 
that Larger part on which the men got drunk had been stolen 
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by McPherson and given to the men and did he not with-hold 
this information from you and I cannot see how you could 
Rely so much on these men after passing such Encomiums on 
the state you found the place fall 1841 When the deceased 
was alive as to write to Mr. Rowand “ that place (alluding to 
Stikine) has been a hell upon Earth a Sink of pollution and 
profligacy ever since Rae left the place”’ I have made Every 
Enquiry and I must say I do not find it as you describe and in 
fact I have known worse done where you was and yet you were 
Silent and Mr. Rowand I presume will Recollect that in this 
Fort nigh the house in which you Lodged that he asked me if 
an assistant was to be sent to the deceased and on my replying 
no that he Expressed great apprehension for the Safety of my 
Son on account of the Bad men that were with him That he 
considered his life in danger and you may Recollect that I 
mentioned this Remark of Mr. Rowand to you and that we 
Both Scouted the Idea that the men would take his life But 
Mr. Rowand repeated his observations so frequently on our 
Voyage to Oahu that at last I felt alarmed and communicated 
my fears to you when you Replied I need be under no anxiety 
as you had found everything about the place in such high order 
you had the fullest confidence all would be well and I am quite 
surprised to see Mr. Rowand writes me in his dated Edmonton 
11th March “ But I never dreamt he was in danger of losing 
his life by his men”’ But to return to the accounts. 

It is true there were two Memorandums found among the 
Companys papers in his desk one dated 30th Oct. 1841 and 
the other 3rd Feby. 1842 copy of Both 1s forwarded See no. 2 
these were together and on the Back of the one 3oth Oct. 1842 
was written by the deceased “‘ Memorandum on a/c John 
McLoughlin Junior” Is not his keeping these notes carefully in 
his desk a proof of his Integrity and is it not but fair to suppose 
that he Intended to get some one to take these articles on their 
account and that he would settle with them at some other time 
(as I have known others do in similar situations) so as | might 
not see what he had spent and I am certain those who will see _ 
these accounts and know how my Son was situated will be 
convinced that he must have been most attentive to his duty 
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and could not have been the drunkard these men Endeavour 
to make us Believe. 

As to his Giving Liquor to drink in the Fort to Indians and 
the Beating he gave one of them some say It was for his coming 
into the Kitchen others because he had done something wrong 
at Tacko all admit the Indian had done something wrong and 
we must recollect that what these men call a Beating may have 
been only a push out of the door and which the Indian may have 


- deserved and it is a fact but fair to state that the deceased was 


remarkably popular among the Indians a proof that his conduct 
cannot have been unnecessarily harsh to them. 

~ Admitting that the men were Bad It is difficult to Estimate 
how much of this conduct is to be referred to the debasing 
influence of a System of Terror” What you mean by a 
System of Terror or where it is practiced I do not know as 
there is no such system in this department and I Believe no 
men in any Service are more kindly treated and their Interests 
better attended to than the Labouring Servants of the Hudson 
Bay Company. 

“ I have as you know always Believed Kindness to Be the 
Best Disciplinarian’’ Your writing so to a man who has 
been forty years in the country and who has had large 
Establishments under his charge before you came to it shews 
you are writing for Effect on others as you well know the 
System you Recommend is only suitable to a certain Extent 
in this country as when an officer is appointed to a certain duty 
he must take the men given him if the men are Good so much 
the Better for him But if they are Bad he must make them do 
their duty if an officer cannot make the men Do their Duty he 
is unfit for his situation and the Business will go wrong But 
where is there an Instance of any of these men even on their 
own shewing being unjustly punished you will please Recollect 
as already stated these men were Bad characters and selected 
Especially for the Reasons already stated and that none of our 
Old hands formed part of the Establishment of Stikine that 
P. Kanaquassi Pressee Lasserte Bellanger Anaheurassi Smith 
Le Claire and Heron came to this Country in 1839. P. 
Kanaquassi and Pressee were known as Bad men and were 
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kept because we had no others to Replace them and sent to 
Stikine as we knew they could not desert from there and that 
Mr. Rae and my Son could keep them to their duty without 
having recourse to Pistols which weaker men would be obliged 
to do with men of such dispositions and it is certain the 
punishment was not Greater than these men deserved Even 
on their own Shewing Heron States Capt. Cole was flogged 
for his sleeping on his Watch Joe Lamb for Giving away meat 
out of the Kitchen Antoine Kawanassau for fighting with 
Heroux Martineau for giving away his Blanket to an Indian 
Woman Thomas McPherson for taking property out of the 
Store and giving it to an Indian Woman. We must always 
bear in mind we have only one side of the Story and 
that if the deceased was living most probably we would have 
a very different Version of the Occurrencies and proceedings 
at the place Yet it Will I Believe be admitted that a man 
who keeps watch only Six hours out of the 24 and has the 
Remainder to sleep and Eat Deserves punishment if he- 
falls asleep on his watch at such a place as Stikine where the 
Indians from the first Establishment of the place by the 
Russians have always been on the watch to attack it Heron 
says Joe Lamb was flogged for giving away meat But we know 
it was for Stealing meat Antoine Kawanassie was flogged for 
fighting with Heroux but we know it was because he was 
Beating Heroux who was a weaker man and would not desist 
though ordered by the deceased therefore the deceased tied 
him up and flogged him and is it not the duty of a Master to 
protect the Weak against the Strong when they commit 
Violence on the Weak Martineau was flogged for giving away 
his Blanket to a Woman because Martineau is a Man who 
would give all his clothing to Women and leave himself naked 
so as to be unable to go out of the house and the other Men 
would have to do his duty as the Goods in the Store even if a 
man has money are not for Sale to Servants (But in trifling 
articles and in very small quantities) But to trade with Indians 
Heron says McPherson was flogged for taking property out of 
the Store and giving it to an Indian woman _ It is well known 
he Stole the property and certainly I see no foundation in 
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the Evidence for your Remark as applied to the deceased in 
General the man who is habitually driven by the fear of 
punishment, soon ceases to feel the force of an Better Motive 
and of this your own Letter furnishes A pregnant proof in the 
Man who 1s said to have told Mr. Finlayson a lie in the 
confidence of his being unable to knock him down You will 
please to observe We got such poor men these latter years as I 
already mentioned that Instead of our new hands being as 
formerly the most submissive and polite of our men they are 
the Greatest Blackguards a person can imagine and it is only 
_ after they have been sometime in the country that they reform 

in their character and manners and become Civil and well 
behaved. 

But the Best proof that these men were not ill treated by the 
Deceased is that you passed and repassed in the same Season 
and no complaint was made to you and that after you passed 
in October the Deceased ReEngaged all those whose time was 
about to Expire namely Francois Pressee, Olivier Martineau 
whom the Deceased flogged, P. Kanaquassi whom Smith and 
Heron depose before you the deceased Beat so severely 
without cause William Lasserte whom the deceased struck 
Simon Anahawarasi Louis LeClair, Benoni Fleurie these 
three Last the deceased is said to have struck Antoine 
Kawanassi whom he flogged Charles Bellanger and 
Keakelukulu. 

“But to Return to your supposition of a conspiracy it has 
been satisfactorily Rebutted as against all the men But Heroux 
and Kanaquassi But even with Respect to them or Rather 
Heroux alone his conduct on the fatal night still appears to 
have been dictated by the Instinct of self preservation more 
than by premeditated malice after all that has been written 
and said I adhere to my original conviction no Jury could 
Bring in any other verdict than Justifiable homicide.” 

I was astonished More than I can Express when I first 
Read with what confidence you assert that a Jury would 
pronounce a Verdict of Justifiable Homicide when the 
depositions you had before you on the mens own shewing are 
that the punishment were not more severe than their Bad 
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conduct deserved What is an officer to be murdered with 
impunity because he flogs a thief or a Sentry who sleeps on 
his watch because as is well known the safety of the whole 
Establishment depends on his Vigilance and if you Examine 
the depositions you will see the punishments for the most part 
took place after Mr. Finlayson left Stikine because you took 
him away and the Men seeing the deceased alone wanted to 
impose and he had to be more strict to Keep them to their 
duty But how can you state that Heroux conduct appears 
to have been dictated by the Instinct of self preservation 
rather than by premeditated Malice appears to me quite 
unaccountable you do not see one Single Instance in which 
the Deceased used even a threat to Heroux though Smith 
deposed before you that he saw Heroux Load his Gun to 
Shoot the deceased yet he nor no one Else state they saw the 
deceased ill use Heroux in the least though several of them 
state they saw Heroux Drunk on Rum he traded from Indians 
for which most assuredly he deserved punishment as if all the 
men had followed Herouxs Example in this case the Indians 
might Easily take the Fort. But to return to the subject you 
find P. Kanaquassi Declared to Mr. Douglass that Antoine 
Kawanassi told him the Evening of the murder some hours 
before the fatal Event and when no quarrel had taken place 
My Uncle take care of yourself tonight the Master will die 
and P. Kanaquassi Immediately asked (because to murder the 
Deceased had been a frequent topic of conversation among 
them Eight months before this) Who is to kill him to which 
Antoine as Pierre states replied the Blue men meaning the 
Owhyhees and Antoine Kawanassi admits he told Pierre the 
Master is to die tonight But denies he said the Owhyhees 
were to murder the Deceased and said the cause why he told 
Pierre the Master was to die that night was that he heard 
FH{eroux say in his Room that Evening I will kill him like a 
dog meaning the Deceased. Does not this Shew that the 
act was premeditated on the part of Heroux certainly P. 
Kanaquassi’s Exclamation who is to kill him implies an 
understanding among the men to kill the deceased and 
We know that even Eight months before Heroux and P. 
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Kanaquassi had repeatedly proposed to murder the Deceased 
and Mr. R. Finlayson as you see by the depositions and 
McPherson deposed before Mr. Douglass though he said 
nothing of it to you or to Mr. Manson that Saixs son told 
the deceased four of the deceaseds men applied to him Saix 
son to murder the deceased, these certainly are Reasons for 
well founded suspicion of several if not all these men being 


_ accessories to a plot to murder their master as though they may 


not have joined to perpetrate the atrocious Deed yet not one 
informed their Master of it as in duty Bound and is it not well 
known that the Men have in several Instances in former times 
in the Indian Country formed plots to murder and Even 
murdered their masters Even in my time 1803 a Mr. Cote a 
clerk in charge of Sault Saint Mary for the late N. W. Company 
is supposed to have been made away with on a voyage on a Boat 
from Sault St. Mary to the Island of St. Joseph in 1806 some 
of the men at the Pic formed a plot to murder Dr. Munro at 
that time in charge of that Post the Iroquois formed a plot to 
murder D. McKenzie Lately a Chief Factor when he was in 
charge of the Snake Country Department in 1819 and to 
conclude in Regard to your Remark after all that has been 
written and said I distinctly adhere to my original conviction 
no jury could Bring in any other Verdict than Justifiable 
homicide is nothing to the purpose as this Deed I presume 
ought not to be decided according to your or my conviction 
but by the authorised tribunals who are appointed by 
competent authority and are Responsible before God and man 
for their decision But you will permit me to say from the first 
moment I saw your dispatch of 27 April 1842 from Stikine 
and the manner you took the depositions of McPherson, 
Fleurie, Heron and Smith I saw at once you wanted no 
prosecution should take place even before | had Read your 
note to me in which you state “I have no doubt in my mind 
Urbain Heroux fired the fatal shot, but I think it Better not to 
bring it home to him ” and allow me to say that my suspicion 
is Borne out by the fact that Even now you are perfectly silent 
as to the measures that are to be adopted towards the murderer 
of my Son and order the Prisoners to be Released a proof It is 
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not Intended to use their Evidence against the Murderer 
of my Son “ Under all these circumstances I cannot but 
disapprove of the proceedings Both of Mr. Manson and 
yourself on Grounds which to speak moderately were very 
slight you Instructed Mr. Manson to send the whole of the 
twenty men and upwards prisoners to New Archangel”? On 
the Oath of one of the parties I considered it was my duty to 
have the affair Examined and though the people deny there. 
was an Agreement and we cannot find the paper yet there are 
no proofs of its not being so I have known large parties of 
men in this country to combine to deny what they had done 
before the present Instance the people state it was a Statement 
of Grievances inflicted on them by the deceased yet Even by 
their own statement they had nothing of which to complain 
and if they had not been hardened Villains and Lost to Every 
Sense of Shame they would not have dared to present such a 
Document to their Superiors as if they valued their Good 
opinion and had any Respect for themselves they would have 
done Every thing in their power that they: should not know 
what they had done but to Return to my ordering the men to 
be sent to Sitka My object as stated in the 18 Par. of mine 
20th March 1843 is that the Russians might Examine the men 
themselves and select those whom they considered necessary 
for the sake of Justice as the Responsibility of the decision 
before God and man would Rest with them and I do think 
though you say “ that the Investigation has been conducted 
under your own auspices at Least as much with a View of 
Exonerating your Son as of Eliciting the truth” I only did 
what Religion and duty Required to ascertain the truth so as 
Justice might be done to the men accused and to the memory 
of my deceased Son. 

“ A Step so Embarassing to Both companies as to Require 
the support of complete proof of Guilt and of absolute 
certainty of punishment besides that it throws far too Great 
Responsibility on unprofessional men.” 

I do not understand what you mean by Embarassing Is 
murder not to be punished because it is Embarassing to 
Both Companies and I must Beg to say I cannot see how my 
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sending these men can be more Embarassing than your taking 
Heroux or how it could throw too Great Responsibility on 
unprofessional men if they had authority in Heroux case they 
surely had in the others. 

“ I Beg you distinctly to understand that I hold both of you 
but more particularly yourself answerable for all the Results ” 
Allow me to observe that I know not whence you Derive the 
Right to speak in your own name “I Beg you to understand I 
hold you Responsible”” I am Responsible of course to the 
Laws of our Country and as a Chief Factor in the fur trade to 
the Governor and Committee Hudson Bay Company and to 
the Governor and Council of the Hudson Bay Co. Territories. 
But you must Excuse me I mean no offence But I must say I 
know of no Responsibility I owe Sir George Simpson beyond 
what I owe any other Individual and I am not aware you have 
any Right to speak in your own name and say I hold you 
Responsible. 

‘“ [ have to Instruct you in positive terms to liberate all the 
prisoners on the Receipt of this and no Longer to Employ 
the Honbe. Hudson Bay Companys Servants and waste the 
Honbe. Co. Resources in persuing an Enquiry which as the 
Russians at Sitka have no Criminal Judicature proves to be as 
fruitless as it is Groundless”’ As to its being Groundless the 
Depositions are the Best answer to that and as to its being 
fruitless of course we all know nothing that we can do will 
restore a murdered man to Life But it is my duty to ascertain 
all the particulars of the murder of my Son and in fulfillment 
of the duty I will do all I can and providence will do the Rest 
as to your order to Liberate the Prisoners these men are 
detained Under a Criminal accusation. And as I have written 
to their Honors in the 37 Para. of my Dispatch 31 October 
1842 that I will detain these men as prisoners till I hear from 
them Of course I will do so, till I have an answer from their 
Honors on the subject and as to the Russians having no 
Criminal Jurisdiction at Sitka It is nothing to the purpose 
they have one at Siberia. 

In the 3rd Paragraph of yours sth January 1843 to the 
Governor and Committee you write in the 2 pa. “ Mr. 
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McLoughlin seems to be of opinion that my Intention was 
that no prosecution of Urban Heroux the man charged with 
the shooting of Mr. McLoughlin Junior should take place 
from the circumstance of my not having taken testimony to 
Sitka and he complains that P. Kanaquassi was sent to 
Vancouver instead of Sitka to be there tried for firing at 
Francois Pressee’’ but your unwillingness to bring Heroux 
to trial does not Rest on supposition as you wrote me yourself 
‘““T have no doubt Urbain Heroux fired the fatal shot but I 
think it better not to bring it home to him ”’ as to the Russian 
Authorities at Sitka having no criminal jurisdiction and that 
all cases must be sent to Siberia for trial all I can say is that it 
may be so_ But I understand that a few years ago a man was 
shot for striking an Officer at Sitka but it may be they have no 
Jurisdiction now. 

Paragraph the 4 “Mr. McLoughlin complains that the parties 
making the depositions were not cross questioned and states 
that the affidavits themselves are the most Extraordinary 
documents of the kind he Ever saw from these observations 
I presume it has Escaped Mr. McLoughlin that these 
affidavits like all other statements under Similar circumstances 
are Voluntary statements on Oath” It may be that you could 
not Examine them on Oath But I think the world will be 
of opinion that you ought to have Examined them more 
particularly before you sanctioned with the authority of your 
name calumnies on the memory of a man in Regard to whom 
Six months before you had found Everything under his charge 
so well the post in such order that you took away the other | 
officer and left him the only officer contrary to Every Example 
of the kind as in such a place we always found it necessary to 
have never less than two officers until we get well acquainted 
with the Indians we sometimes have three and four and the 
Reason that you found only two at Stikine and two at Fort 
Durham was that we had no more to Give and such implicit 
credence did you put in the depositions of these men without 
even cross questioning them as to write me ‘“‘ But I consider 
It due to the People to say that as a Body their conduct 
throughout has been fully Better than could have been 
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Expected under such inhuman treatment as they were 
frequently Exposed to” Will you point out one Single 
Instance of inhuman treatment even on the mens own shewing 
and surely you must recollect that when you mentioned to me 
that you had taken Mr. Finlayson from Stikine, and left the 
deceased the only officer I told you you had done wrong, One 
Officer was too few at the place you Replied you had full 
confidence in the deceased he would do well, as you had found 
Every thing in the highest order at the place. 

Para. 7 ““ Mr. McLoughlin complains that Mr. Roderic 
Finlayson an apprentice clerk had been with drawn from 
Stikine that his son had been left without any clerk as an 
assistant this appeared at the time necessary from the 
circumstance of that young mans services being Required as 
an assistant to Mr. Work at Fort Simpson that Gentleman 
being in ill health labouring under the Effects of a Recent very 
Dangerous Rupture while his assistant Mr. McDonald who 
had given notice the year Before of his Intention to quit the 
Service was supposed to be in a Decline Rendering it necessary 
to Remove him from the Establishment so that it became 
Indispensible Either to leave Mr. Work or Mr. McLoughlin 
without a Clerk and after comparing notes with Mr. Douglass 
It was considered from the state of Mr. Work’s health and the 
more Extensive nature of the Business under his charge that 
he should have the assistance of Mr. Roderic Finlayson at the 
other Posts say Fort McLoughlin Mr. Ross was in charge 
without any clerk or assistant and at Tacko Dr. Kennedy had 
Mr. O’Brien as an assistant so that circumstanced as we were 
having but six officers for four posts no alternative remained 
than to leave two of them with one officer in Each and from the 
state of Mr. Ross’s Health at the time we passed I certainly 
felt more apprehensive with Regard to the charge of Fort 
McLoughlin than I did in Regard to Stikine Especially so as 
the man Phillip Smith who was brought from Tacko to act as 
assistant with McPherson to Mr. McLoughlin Junior was 
represented by Mr. Douglass and Mr. Kennedy who seemed 
to know the mans character as steady Respectable and well 
conducted who would support his master In case of Need.” 
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These arguments are plausible and appear I am certain 
convincing to a person unacquainted with the Business But 
are fallacious as though Fort Simpson does more Business than 
Stikine still as the Indians of that place are the most hostile 
to us in the Indian country My Son required the assistance of 
Mr. Roderic Finlayson more than Mr. Work did as with a sett 
of Good Men which he had and three first Rate common men 
as assistants La Gaise McAulay and Alain Mr. Work at Fort 
Simpson was much more secure, and the Establishment safer 
than my Son and Mr. Finlayson at Fort Stikine with such 
Indians as they had to deal with and having such men as they 
had in the Establishment and certainly on no account ought 
Mr. Finlayson to have been taken away from the place till his 
successor was on the spot as to Mr. McDonalds Engagement 
being about to Expire and his having given Notice of 
retirement It is true But that is no Reason for deranging the 
Business as he could have remained there till the Winter to 
come by the Steamer as she was then intended to proceed in the 
Winter to Sitka with the others for the Russians as is usual 
with all the Retiring Servants from the coast to come here at 
that Season But as to Mr. McDonald being ina decline It is 
true on his arrival though well looking he complained of a pain 
in his Breast but a few days after he was Engaged to continue 
two years in the Country after the Expiration of his Existing 
Engagement and sent to take charge of Nisqually where he 
remained in Good Health till Relieved by Dr. Tolmie and is 
now here and I am happy to say for his own sake as well as for 
us he is in as Good Health and Looks as Well as any man 
about the place. 

As to your Expectation that Smith would support his 
master It was also mine when you first mentioned you had 
left him there and that you had taken Mr. Roderic F inlayson 
away which I disapproved as already mentioned but afterwards 
felt Reconciled as I presumed Smith was as you represented 
and it was only after I heard of murder that I found who this 
Smith was he came here with myself in 1839 and whom on 
account of his Ill Nature and Bad temper and getting into 
difficulties with the other men I had to take him out of one or 
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two Boats But the depositions tell his character he was left 
by you as an assistant to the Deceased and without his being 
able to state the least cause of complaint against his master he 
gets the men to sign a petition against his master merely 
because he punished the Men for Sleeping on their watch and 
thieving and kept them to their Duty and Really how Smith 
could have the impudence to act in this way and put his name 
to that paper to be presented to you after your leaving him at 
the place in the way you did is quite unaccountable by me as if 
you Examine you will find that all the Il] Will the Servants of 
Stikine felt towards the deceased arose from his preventing 
them as P. Kanaquassi states going to the Indians as often as 
they wished and in doing which he was only following his 
Instructions and which is further proved by P. Kanaquassi 
saying the day following the murder now Mr. John is dead I 
shall go out to spend the day with my wife Heroux Replied 
no, no one shall go out of the Fort We keep the Keys we shall 
keep the Gates shut when Peter told Antoine While Mr. John 
was alive he kept us Prisoners and would not allow us to Run 
after the Women and now that we have killed him the Canadians 
wish to keep us close prisoners as he did We must Raise the 
devil again with these Canadians before we can regain our 
liberty. 

“ At the other Forts say Fort McLoughlin Mr. Ross was 
in charge without any clerk or assistant and at Tacko Mr. 
Kennedy had Mr. O’Brien as assistant so that circumstanced 
as we were having but six officers for four posts no alternative 
remained than to leave two of them with one officer Each and 
from the state of Mr. Ross Health at the time we passed I 
certainly had More apprehension with Regard to the charge 
of Fort McLoughlin than I did in regard to Stikine’’ to 
compare Fort McLoughlin Fort Simpson and Tacko to 
Stikine is Extremely unfair in the first place at Fort 
McLoughlin no Liquor was issued or Sold to the Indians and 
the men were old tried Servants and Mr. Ross had his Son a 
Stout young man who though Engaged as a common man yet 
of course did the duty of assistant to his father. At Fort 
Simpson Mr. Work had three of our Best common men as 
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assistants and the Rest of the Establishment were Good 
common men Tacko had new hands But Dr. Kennedy had 
Mr. OBrien as assistant and as I said Before because Mr. 
Rae and My deceased son could keep these men to their duty 
without having recourse to their arms all the troublesome 
characters in the Department were sent there and as at Fort 
Simpson and Tacko also at Stikine the Indians got all the Rum 
they could purchase and it must be perfectly understood that 
the Stikine Indians were considered the most numerous and 
worst disposed Indians on the Coast as to having only six 
officers for four Posts It is clear there was no necessity for 
removing Mr. McDonald from Fort Simpson on account of 
his health and no necessity could justify leaving the deceased 
alone with such an Establishment of men if the character of 
Smith had been known as to McPherson he was so soft and 
dull that I never had any dependance on him and I Beg to ask 
if you did not find Every thing about the Fort fall 1841 when 
the Deceased was alive in the highest order as to your finding 
the furs or Rather Bear Skins warm It is what I have seen in 
other places. 

In your 10 para. ““ Mr. McLoughlin says that an Old 
Experienced officer whom I presume to be Mr. Rowand did 
often and Often Express to him his anxiety about the safety 
of the deceased’ I am quite astonished at your Expression 
of apparent surprise at this as you ought to Recollect that I 
mentioned to you Repeatedly on our Voyage on Board the 
Cowlitz going from here to Oahu and that Mr. Rowand had 
repeatedly stated to me he apprehended the life of the deceased 
was in danger on account of the Bad character of the Servants 
at the place and he most certainly never said to me as you state 
he told you in yours of 21 June 1843 “‘ that it was on the personal 
Recollection of your late sons Intemperate conduct”’ I Beg to 
ask you Sir if you recollect my mentioning to you that Mr. 
Rowand had mentioned to me that he considered my sons life 
in Great Danger I Beg to ask Mr. Rowand if he did or not’ 
state to me that he apprehended My Sons Life to be in Great 
Danger from the Men of Stikine and if he did urge me to send 
an other assistant than McPherson who was not fit for the 
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situation and you know Robert Logan was the person to have 
been sent but as Mr. Carless the Engineer of the Steamer 
condemned the Boilers of course we could not send her and 
trusting that Smith was a Worthier man than he has proved 
himself I considered it Better to Leave the place as you 
arranged it than to Expose the Crew and Caddoro to the danger 
of a winter voyage on the North West Coast merely to take 
Robert Logan to Stikine a Raw Lad who never had any 
Experience in commanding men and on that account could 
not be Expected to be better than McPherson and not so 
Good as Smith Both whom at the time we Expect at least to 
be Honest and trust worthy though I knew McPherson to be 
a lazy Sleepy Drone which I considered was owing to his 
youth yet on account of his father | Recommended him to the 
deceased but to Return with a perfect knowledge of the danger 
which Mr. Rowand apprehended the life of my Son was 
Exposed and though you found his forebodings unfortunately 
verified and must have been certain it was owing to your 
own Injudicious Arrangements by taking Mr. Finlayson 
away for which as I| already said there was no necessity 
and which no necessity could Justify and which was merely 
done to accomodate Mr. Angus McDonald yet instead of 
Endeavouring to find out the truth and though as a Majistrate 
it may be true that you could not cross question them yet as 
a master it was I presume your Duty to Examine minutely 
into this transaction and to assure yourself Every fact was as 
these men stated before you wrote to the Parent of the Victim 
‘“‘ But I consider it due to the people to say that as a Body their 
conduct throughout has been fully Better than could be 
Expected under such Inhumane treatment” What their 
conduct was better than could be Expected when they had 
murdered their master whom they were Bound to Protect and 
defend because to keep them to their duty he had to punish 
some and you stigmatise the punishment which the misconduct 
of these necessitated him to inflict as inhuman treatment when 
if you had Examined them their own statement would have 
shewn you these Men were not punished as much as their 
misconduct deserved when they are known to have stolen 
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the ammunition out of the Bastions to trade Rum from the 
Natives and not one of these men though it was known to all 
that some of them did this informed their Master yet so 
Evidently anxious are you to cast reflections on the memory of 
the deceased that you Bring in a Report from Dr. Rowand 
which this Gentleman says he got from La Graisse Mr. and 
Dr. Rowands Servant that the conduct of Mr McLoughlin — 
Junior was Exceedingly Violent and Irregular and that ‘“‘ an act 
of Violence of then Recent Occurrence a sword was Broken 
which I afterwards found at Stikine”” Mr. Roderic Finlayson 
was with the deceased from the time Mr. Rae left Stikine to 
the time Mr. Rowand went there and you see in his deposition 
in answer to the Question Was Mr. John in the Habit of 
frequently punishing the men and why 

Answer I saw him strike Benoni Fleury once with his fists 
for stealing Rum from the pantry and getting drunk he Beat 
P. Kanaquassi with his fists and Stick for stealing Salt Salmon 
and Giving it to Indians Capt. Cole (a Kanaca so called) was 
flogged twice for sleeping on his watch when the safety of the 
Establishment depended on his Vigilance and to the Best of 
my Recollection I never saw him flog or punish any of the 
Men Except as I have stated and if you take P. Kanaquassi 
own story on your Oath did the deceased ever flog you No I 
never was flogged by the deceased But once he caned and 
kicked me for taking salt Salmon out of the Box without 
permission the cause was this I was tired Eating Deer meat, 
I asked Mr. Finlayson if he would give me Salmon But he 
refused and I helped myself the deceased finding it out called 
me to account and asked me why I had not asked Mr. Roderic 
Finlayson I said I had he called for Mr. Finlayson who said 
I never asked him the deceased then caught hold of me pulled 
My capot over my head knocked me down and told me not to 
do the same again—Can any man Blame my son for punishing 
this villain who steals the provisions of the Fort to give to 
Indian whores and has the audacity to maintain a Gross 
falsehood to a Young Gentlemans face Merely because this 
Young Gentleman is Unable to knock him down and it is 
certain neither Dr. Rowand nor any one Else saw any person 
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who had been Even struck with that sword or any other 
dangerous Weapon by the Deceased as to its being Broken it 
was caused by the deceased in playing with it while Mr. Rae 
was at Stikine from this the depositions of the men and Mr. 
Roderic Finlaysons deposition you see there was not the least 
foundation for La Graisse’s Story to Dr. and Mr. Rowand of 
the Deceaseds Violent conduct I am sorry to observe if Mr. 
Rowand allowed his Servant La Graisse come with such 
Reports to him and did not Mention it to the deceased he was 
Guilty of a Great impropriety to say the very Least of it and 
which as he knows is subversive of all dicipline as in the same 
way as La Graisse is said to have come with these false tales to 
Mr. Rowand he may have carried others Equally false to the 
men which may have Induced them to give trouble to the 
Deceased and brought on what has happened But Dr. Rowand 
must be Mistaken. Mr. Rowand is too Old and Experienced 
in the Country and knows too well what he owes to himself 
and the Service to allow his Servant Slander an Officer in the 
Service and not Immediately inform the officer so as to afford 
him an opportunity to vindicate his character But if Mr. 
Rowand has allowed La Graisse to carry any tales to him It is 
certain It has been as all acquainted with these Men will admit 
One if not the very cause of my Sons Murder. There is 
nothing as is well known that will give more trouble to 4 
Subordinate officer with his Men than for a Superior to allow 
his Servant run as a tell tale between him and the subordinates 
men. 

‘Tt concerns me much to be under the necessity of casting 
any reflection on the Memory of the Unfortunate Deceased 
But from the tone of his fathers letter I am constrained to say 
that from what Mr. McLoughlin knew of his sons previous 
conduct he ought never in my Opinion to have been placed in 
charge of Stikine and I believe that those who knew the young 
man Best are aware that when under the influence of Liquor 
he was Violent to madness.” I am quite astonished that you 
should state that from what I knew of my sons previous 
conduct he ought never in my opinion to have been placed in 
charge of Stikine as I fully Explained to you when at this 
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place and which you fully approved that I appointed the 
deceased to the charge Merely from a sense of Duty as till — 
then I only heard of his being twice Intoxicated—and that I 
should because a Man of his time of Life has been twice 
Intoxicated in moments of conviviality not avail myself of his 
abilities to manage a Post for which he was Best qualified. It 
would be a Breach of Duty on My part to the Company as 
though I felt there might be some that would Blame me if any 
thing went wrong yet I would not allow such feelings prevent 
me from doing what I considered Right as a further proof 
that such only could be my object It is well known that I 
Intended on the Expiration of his contract that he should 
Leave the country and go some where Else to shift for 
himself. 
The following posts as fixed by me were 


John Work Esaqr. \ 


Angus Mc Donald SETS Se 


Charles Ross Fort McLoughlin 
Dr. Kennedy 2 en 
John OBrien ort Durham 


Jno. McLoughlin \ Stikine 


Roderic Finlayson 


You write “In my Opinion the deceased ought never to 
have been appointed to the charge of Stikine” the foregoing 
distribution will shew if I could do Better and when you wrote 
this you must have forgotten that I had written you I would do 
so in the 41 Para. of my dispatch of 6 March 1841 which you 
Received at Red River and if you considered that the deceased 
was unfit for the charge you ought to have provided another 
and brought him with you and made the Exchange when you 
went to Sitka but instead of doing this if you had supposed 
the appointment I made to be wrong you made it worse 
by taking Mr. Roderic Finlayson away which you did 
in consequence of the high state of order in which you found 
Every thing about the place and you made this change without 
necessity and which considering the Men of the Establishment 
and the Indians about the place no necessity could Justify and 
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which if you had not done My son would not have been 
Murdered. ; 

“T Believe that those who knew the young Man Best are 
aware that when under the Influence of Liquor he was Violent 
to madness.”” It is the knowledge of this fact, the Correct 
state of the accounts his journal brought up to the day 
preceeding his murder the correct account of the Expenditure 


of the property under his charge (which beyond a doubt 


~ would have been more correct if the deceased had lived to 


make it out as when Mr. Douglass was at Stikine spring 1843 
he pointed out articles which Mr. Dodd had omitted to bring 
forward on Inventory) though the deceased had no one with 
him on whom he could depend which convince me the deceased 
could not have been the drunkard some of these Men 
Represent Would not the well known Effect a small quantity 
of Liquor had on him have made him act so that every one 
in the Establishment (which is only about two hundred feet 
Square) would have seen or heard him so as to convince 
themselves that he was in liquor and yet we see that several 
say they never saw him drunk but only tipsy two or three 
times and we all know on what Slight Grounds these men will 
accuse their Superiors of being Intoxicated how often have | 
known these Men accuse their Superiors of being Intoxicated 
when there was not the least foundation for It. 

As to Mr. Douglass reprimanding the deceased for striking 
Pressee It should be Recollected this Man had been dismissed 
from Moose for his Misconduct but Re Engaged in Montreal 
and sent here he was Uncivil and a Bully and the deceased 
gave him a Blow which he did from a desire to support his 
Superior Officer. 

But the question is not if the deceased was a drunkard or 
not—he has been murdered and it is a duty to Examine the 
circumstances of the case that Justice be done and as it seems 
to me that the Hudson Bay Company are taking no measures 
for this object and which | suppose they would have done or 
Else I would Immediately on the Receipt of yours 27th April, 
1842 have taken measures I send by the present opportunity 
a Copy of all the depositions taken in Regard to this atrocious 
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deed to My Agent the Honble. George Moffatt of Montreal 
to be placed by him before Counsel and request him to adopt 
such measure as circumstances may Require and are in the 
Reach of my means to bring the parties accused to Justice, as 
I presume there is no place under Christian Dominion where 
a British subject is murdered but it will be Enquired into 
Especially when the murderer and his associates are in the 
power of the authorities of the Country But if there is a 
prosecution already going on you will please cause the packet 
to be sent Back to me—and the only apology I can give for 
troubling you contrary to your Injunction in the 5 Para. of 
yours of 21st June 1843 is that | presume from your official 
situation I am necessitated to do so as I presume you must 
know if a prosecution is to be Instituted against the murderer 
or not. Ifa prosecution takes place we will then Learn the 
truth and the conduct of these men will be found worse than 
it now appears. Look at that Man Smith whom you placed 
as an assistant he confessed to you he saw Urbain Heroux 
Load his Gun to Shoot the deceased and never told him of it 
and Instigated the men to join in a Round Robin against his 
master without any cause whatever but Merely because he did 
his duty by following his Instructions, keeping a vigilant 
watch and keeping the men from going to the Lodges as much ~ 
as possible, as was absolutely necessary for the safety of the 
Establishment P, Kanaquassi says Such was the case and as 
Great a Villain as P. Kanaquassi is I Believe his Deposition to 
be substantially correct he declared to Mr. Douglass that the 
men had agreed to murder the Deceased and deposed before 
me the men had agreed to murder the Deceased if he was not 
Removed from the charge of Stikine. It must be Recollected 
P. Kanaquassi speaks French and English very Indifferently 
and it is not Easy for him to Express himself taking this into 
consideration It is Evident his statement is corroborated by 
the depositions Mr. Douglass took in which they state “ they 
would Leave the Establishment if the Deceased was not 
Removed from the charge”, Every person acquainted with 
these men knows well that there is only a difference in the 
words between P. Kanaquassi’s statement “the Men had 
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determined to kill the deceased if he was not Removed ” and 
the mens depositions before Mr. Douglass “they were 
determined to leave if he was not Removed”’ The meaning 
is the same only at present these Men Equivocate at which 
all these men are Very Expert and dare not say to us what they 
said among themselves If the Deceased had been the Bad 
master these men pretend would all those whose time was 
about to Expire have Re Engaged to him as they did I have 
~ not known any Person in this Country in so trying a situation 
as my deceased Son was, knowing as he did that there were 
several of his men desirous of taking away his life and being 
aware he had not one honest man about him on whom he 
could depend and if you Sir had had the Corpse of the deceased 
taken out of the Grave and Examined and also had Examined 
every Man in the Establishment which Permit me to say No 
consideration ought to have prevented you from doing you 
would have found out the truth which now it is more difficult 
to find inconsequence of the opportunity being lost and of the 
Manner you took the Depositions you did and the letters you 
wrote on the subject on which it is unnecessary for me to 
comment as it will be felt by all who peruse them, and as we 
know these men had no cause of complaint and that their 
Hostility to their Master was because from an Anxious desire 
to do his duty (as is seen from his letters to Mr. Work) 
according to his Instructions he kept them in the Fort and 
would not allow them go about as much as they wished and is 
an officer because he does his Utmost to fulfil his Instructions, 
to be murdered with impunity because his conduct is 
disagreeable to the common Men. I hope not. You seem to 
be impressed with the Idea the Deceased had oppressed the 
Men if you had taken the time to Examine them all you would 
have found this was not the case But that these men as a Body 
conducted themselves worse than any Body of men you Ever 
knew before. 

Gov. Etoline writes me in his dispatch of Ist Sept. that 
Heroux had threatened to murder his keeper. 

In Regard to the Remarks on the price of wheat and flour 
to the Russians In your 11 Para. “ I had consulted one of the 
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most Respectable corn factor Houses in London Messrs. 
Nixon & Co, as to the Relative Value of wheat and flour and 
taking 10/9 p. Fanega for the former (a price which Mr, 
McLoughlin himself considered favorable)” I Beg to observe 
you are mistaken I never considered 10/9 p. fanega by itself a 
fair price for wheat Landed at Sitka and allow me to say I 
informed you of this in London in 1838 and told you that we 
could sell our wheat to Greater advantage by Grinding it into 
flour and Sending it to Oahu than by sending it to Sitka for 
that price But I certainly approved the Russian Bargain as a 
whole because though our produce was Sold Low I Expected 
the Indian trade would Indemnify us by Extending it to the 
Interior But this is Impossible the Country will not admit 
It Remains for me to Repeat that I am Extremely sorry to be 
obliged to trouble you with this and after the Remark in your 
fifth parag. of yours of 21 June 1843 nothing but the duty I 
owe my Murdered Son and the Situation you fill could Induce 
me to trouble you on the subject and for the same Reason J 
Beg you will hand this Letter to the Governor and Committee 
Honble. Hudson Bay Company. 
Iam 
Your Obedient 
humble Servant 
Joun McLovcutiin} 


1 This letter is endorsed in the writing of E. M. Hopkins, secretary to Sir 
George Simpson: “Ft. Vancouver 1 Feby. John McLoughlin Recd. 9 June 
ans. 14 do.” 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


Allan, George Traill 


George Traill Allan was born about 1810. He was a brother of John Allan, 
who was medical attendant in North America to Lord Selkirk, during the years of 
trouble with the North West Company, and who was, in the 1830’s, settled at 
Epsom, Surrey. According to his original contract of service with the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, dated June 5, 1830, George Allan came from Crieff in the parish 
of Crieff, county Perth, Scotland, and on account of his age and recommendations 
he was admitted as a clerk into the service on special terms. His contract was for 
two years, at a salary of £40 for the first year and £50 for the second year, and at 
the end of that period he was to be “ placed in such list of Clerks ” as he might be 
qualified to fill. He sailed on the Company’s ship, Prince Rupert, to York 
Factory, where he landed on August 15, 1830. He left shortly afterwards for 
Norway House, where he arrived on September 16, and he was employed as a 
clerk at that post until July 27 of the following year, when he left for the Columbia 
district. Governor Simpson’s Character Book of 1832 describes Allan as “ About 
22 years of Age. A Scotchman, slightly made, delicate in appearance and does 
not seem well calculated for laborious Service—tolerably well Educated and 
appears well disposed, but having been only one year in the Country, I cannot say 
much about him...” Allan was next stationed at Fort Vancouver, and in a 
letter written from that place to James Hargrave on January 6, 1833, he said that 
during the previous summer Dr. McLoughlin had been attacked by intermittent 
fever, and that in consequence he had been “ obliged to officiate as Surgeon”, 
and that the Doctor had complimented him on his skill. (Glazebrook, Hargrave 
Correspondence, pp. 103-04.) From outfits 1834-35 to 1841-42 Allan was 
appointed by the Council of the Northern Department to serve as a clerk at Fort 
Vancouver, but at the end of 1841 or the beginning of 1842 he was sent to 
Honolulu to succeed Alexander Simpson as joint agent with George Pelly of the 
Company’s business in the Hawaiian Islands. When writing to the Governor 
and Committee on March 1, 1842, Sir George Simpson stated that at first 
temporary arrangements had been made to fill the vacancy, but that after his arrival 
in the Columbia he “ forwarded [to Oahu] Mr. Allan, Clerk, a Gentleman of 


“highly exemplary conduct & character, of regular business habits & fair abilities si 


and that in addition to his salary of £100 per annum he was to receive £120 per 
annum to cover the cost of board and lodging. Allan was promoted to the rank of 
Chief Trader in January, 1845, and he retained his position in the Islands until 
1847, when he was replaced by Dugald Mactavish. In a private letter to Allan 
dated June 28, 1847, Sir George Simpson said: “I hope you may not be 
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disappointed by your recall from the Islands .. .'The plain matter of fact is that, we 
consider Mactavish a better man of business & accountant than you are, & politics 
and party spirit have been so high of late that, we think it is as well a stranger, who 
can have no bias, should be associated with Pelly, instead of you and that Gentleman 
continuing longer together...” (D. 4/36, fo. 59d.). Allan apparently 
went on furlough after he left the Islands and for outfit 1 848-49 he was 
appointed disposable in the Columbia district, and it was whilst he was in San 
Francisco on business for the Company that he gave notice on October 12, 1848, 
of his intention to retire. His retirement dated from June 1, 1849, but he appears 
not to have carried out his original intention to settle in San Francisco. By the 
summer of 1851 he had entered into partnership as a commission merchant with 
Archibald McKinlay and Thomas Lowe under the style of Allan, McKinlay & 
Co., and the firm carried on business in Oregon until about 1861. It was 
apparently finally dissolved in 1863. Reference to the “ Journal of a Journey from 
Vancouver across the mountains to the Red River & York Factory & back ” kept 
by Allan in 1841 has been found in a letter from his brother, John, to John 
Halkett, dated Epsom, August 5, 1842. ‘This journal, which is described as 
“short & plainly written out”? and at which Lady Selkirk and her daughters 
were “ greatly amused ”’, is in the Provincial Archives, Victoria, B.C. 


Anderson, Alexander Caulfield 


Alexander Caulfield Anderson was born in Calcutta, India, on March ro, 18 14. 
His father, who had been an officer in the British Army, was about that time in 
business near Calcutta as an indigo planter in partnership with a Mr. Alexander 
Caulfield. In 1817 Anderson, senior, returned to England with his family and 
settled in Essex. A.C. Anderson was employed for a time in a business house in 
Leadenhall Street, London, and in 1831 he was appointed an apprentice clerk in 
the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company. In his original contract of service 
dated March 23, 1831, he was described as of West Ham, Essex. His engagement 
was for five years at a salary of £20 for the first year, and £25, £30, £40 
and £50 respectively for the next four years. He sailed for Montreal on the 
British Sovereign in April, 1831, and after spending outfit 1831-32 in the 
Lachine office he was transferred to the Columbia district. According to 
Anderson’s History of the Northwest Coast (Series C, No. 2, Bancroft Collection, 
Pacific Coast, Mss., University of California, Berkeley), he arrived at Fort 
Vancouver in November, 18 32, and was employed in the office there until March, 
1833, when he was appointed second in command to Donald Manson during the 
building of Fort McLoughlin on Milbanke Sound. Anderson was attached to 
Ogden’s expedition of 1834 which was prevented by the Russians from settling 
at Stikine (see H.B.8., IV, ciii-vi, 134-5, 317-22), and in 1835 he was 
transferred to New Caledonia. He arrived at Fort George in September of that 
year, and his first duty was to cross the Rocky Mountains to Jasper House to meet a 
party of new recruits from Canada, with whose aid he was to carry forty packs of 
dressed moose skins, needed for shoe leather, to New Caledonia. On the ~ 
return journey winter set in earlier than usual, and the party, faced with ice and 
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shortage of provisions, decided to return to Jasper House. But shortage of 
provisions there obliged them to retreat still further, and, after a difficult journey, 
the party arrived at Edmonton House. After a short delay Anderson set out 
with dog sledges, and eventually arrived in New Caledonia. (See W. S. Wallace 
(ed.), Fohn McLean’s Notes of a Twenty-five Year's Service in the Hudson’s Bay 
Territory (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1932), pp. 168-9.) John McIntosh, 
who, with his wife and small children, was a member of Anderson’s party, 
charged him with mismanagement and complained to the Council of the Northern 
Department of Rupert Land, but Anderson’s explanations were “ perfectly 


- satisfactory” and he was exonerated “‘ from all blame in reference to the 


disasterous journey . . . across the mountains, Autumn 1835 ” (D. 4/23, fo. 52). 
During outfit 1836-37 Anderson was clerk in charge of Fraser Lake post, and he 
retained this position until he was transferred to Fort George for outfit 1839-40. 
In the spring of 1840 he went to the Columbia district, and in the following 
autumn, when William Kittson left Fort Nisqually on account of ill-health, he 
took over the charge. He was there at the time of Commodore Wilkes’s visit in 
May, 1841. Anderson left Nisqually in the autumn of 1841, and spent the 
winter of 1841-42 at Fort Vancouver. After taking the Columbia express to 
York Factory in the spring of 1842 he went to New Caledonia to take charge of 
Fort Alexandria, and he retained that position until 1848. He was promoted a 
Chief Trader in 1846, and in that year he undertook to find a new route wholly 
through British territory from the interior of British Columbia to the Pacific 
Coast. The route at that time from Kamloops to Fort Vancouver, the Company’s 
headquarters, was overland to the south shore of Okanagan Lake, then overland 
to the junction of the Similkameen and Okanagan Rivers, continuing overland to 
the mouth of the latter river and then down the Columbia River ; but it had been 
anticipated for some time that when the international boundary was settled Fort 
Vancouver would be in United States territory, so Fort Victoria on Vancouver 
Island was established with the idea of its becoming the new headquarters within 
British territory. It now became necessary to find a route wholly through British 
territory from the interior of New Caledonia to the proposed rendezvous for the 
brigades at Fort Langley on the mainland. Anderson unhesitatingly condemned 
the route he followed from Kamloops to Fort Langley from May 15-24, 1846, 
but that which he followed from May 28-June g on the return journey was said 
to be practicable, although owing to the elevation of the summit it would only be 
available for the passage of the brigade during the months of July to September. 
Douglas did not favour a route with such time limitations so Anderson tried 
again, without any better success, in 1847, and Douglas himself also went over 
part of the route of that year. For details of the routes followed in 1846 and 
1847, and of the further developments which took place, and in which Anderson 
took part, before the route recommended by him in 1846 was adopted with 
certain alterations in 1849 and 1850, see 7.R.8.C., XVI, F. W. Howay, “ The 
Raison d’Etre of Forts Yale and Hope”, pp. 53-4; B.C. Hist. Quar., Il, J. C. 
Goodfellow, “ Fur and Gold in Similkameen ”, pp. 73-5 ; and ibid., V, E. P. 
Creech, “ Similkameen Trails, 1846-61 ”, pp. 257-61. Anderson’s manuscript 
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journals of his 1846 and 1847 expeditions are in the Provincial Archives, Victoria, 
B.C. He succeeded Chief Factor John Lee Lewes in charge of Fort Colvile in 
1848, and each year he took out the fur returns to Fort Langley and brou ght back 
the supplies until the autumn of 1851, when he went to Fort Vancouver as second 
in command to John Ballenden. Anderson remained there until 18 53. Hehag 
sent in his resignation in March of that year, and for outfit 1853-54 he was 
appointed disposable in the Columbia district. He apparently spent his last 
outfit at Fort Vancouver and retired as from June 1, 1854. He spent a few 
years at Cathlamet, Washington Territory, where he purchased a farm near 
James Birnie, whose eldest daughter, Elizabeth, he had married in 1 838, and in 
1858 he moved to Vancouver Island, settling at Rosebank, Saanich, near Victoria. 
Subsequently he was appointed the first Collector of Customs in British Columbia 
and Postmaster of Victoria. In 1876, at the request of the Dominion Government, 
he acted as commissioner for the settlement of the Indian land question in 
British Columbia. The commission was dissolved in May, 1878. In 1876 
Anderson was appointed Dominion Inspector of Fisheries, and in connection 
with this appointment he was responsible for the collection and forwarding of 
edible fish to the International Fisheries Exhibition held in London in 1882. 
When he was selecting a suitable site for a salmon hatchery on a tributary of the 
Fraser River he suffered severely from exposure and he never really recovered 
from the effects. He died on May 8, 1884. Anderson Island, Puget Sound, 
U.S.A., and Anderson Lake, Lillooet district, B.C., and Anderson Hill, Victoria 
district, were named after him. See Walbran, British Columbia Coast Names, 
pp- 20-1. Anderson’s elder brother, James Anderson (a), also entered the 
Company’s service in 1831, and their cousin, James Anderson (4), joined in 
the following year. 


Barclay, Archibald 


Archibald Barclay, a native of the Shetland Islands, took a degree as Master of 
Arts at Aberdeen University on March 31, 1806, and as a Doctor of Laws on 
July 28, 1821. He was appointed secretary to the Hudson’s Bay Company ata 
salary of £450 per annum on February 15, 1843, in succession to William Smith, 
who had died in the previous January (see H.B.8., II, 242). Except that Barclay 
had been known to Charles Ross since 1814, when he was an intimate friend of 
his brother (B.C. Hist. Quar., VII, 116), nothing is known of Barclay’s career 
before he entered the Company’s service, but it is worth noting that in his letter to 
Sir John Henry Pelly accepting the office of secretary, he stated “.. . the liberality 
of the Board having relieved me from the necessity of entering, in future, into 
any literary engagements, it is my wish to identify myself, if I may be allowed the 
expression, with the Company”. Barclay carried on a private correspondence 
with Simpson, and his letters give the impression that the two men were on the 
friendliest terms. In the issue between McLoughlin and Simpson the latter had 
a firm partizan in Barclay, although in fairness it must be said that it is unlikely 
that McLoughlin and Barclay had ever met. Besides the ordinary gossip about 
personalities in the fur trade known to both of them, his private letters to Simpson _ 
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contain comments on public affairs. One of the most interesting fur trade topics 
which Barclay discussed was the decline of the beaver trade owing to silk hats 
replacing beaver hats, and the efforts made by the Company to introduce beaver 
into favour as a fur. Although Simpson did not make any acknowledgment to 
Barclay in the preface to his Fourney Round the World, it can almost be stated 
with certainty that Barclay prepared the manuscript for the press. When he was 
writing to Simpson on June 1, 1843, he said, “ I observe what you say about the 
Russia portion of your journal and agree on the propriety of condensation—I am 
at it whenever I have time—adhering, however, to your desire not to look at it 
here, not because I might not do so without interfering with the business of the 
House but because it is your work and you have a right to say how it is to be 
managed. And here let me thank you for the reiterated advice which you have 
given me to attend to business ; which advice, as I believe it to be well-meant, 
though I feel it to be unnecessary, I have taken in good part. You must give me 
credit for understanding my interest, and for as much Scotch prudence, if not 
common sense, as will induce me to pursue it steadily.” And again on September 
4 following he wrote, “‘ With regard to your Work it proceeds, but it would have 
proceeded much faster if you had not insisted so strongly on nothing being done to 
it here. It is in pieces so detached that it will not be possible to send any by this or 
perhaps the next mail but it will be in a state of forwardness when you arrive.” 
From about the middle of September, 1854, ill health prevented him from carrying 
out his duties, and on February 12, 1855, the Governor and Committee 
placed him on the retired list as there was no prospect of his being able to resume 
his office within a reasonable time. He was granted an allowance of £200 per 
annum, but he considered this insufficient and asked the Governor and Committee 
to re-consider the matter, adding that he was firmly persuaded that had 
they known he was on the verge of seventy years of age they would not have 
limited him to an amount which would hardly afford “ the bare necessities of life 
much less the comforts which old age and broken health” required. The 
allowance was raised to £250 per annum. Barclay died at his residence, 41, 
Fitzroy Square, on November 5, 1855. At the time of his death he was a 
widower, and administration of his estate, which was under £1,500, was granted 
to his brother, the Reverend Thomas Barclay : another brother, named William, 
also survived him. Barclay’s successor as secretary of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
was William Gregory Smith (son of William Smith, his predecessor), who was 
granted a salary of £450 per annum, but the opportunity was taken at the time of 
the new appointment to place the most important correspondence in the hands of 
one of the Committee Members—Eden Colvile—for a remuneration of £450 
per annum. 


Carless, Foseph 

Joseph Carless spent six years in the service of Messrs. Bolton, Watt & 
Company, the firm which supplied the engines for the steamer Beaver, and he was 
recommended to the Hudson’s Bay coe as a man of excellent private 
character and as a “‘ Master of his business”. When writing to McLoughlin on 
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December 31, 1839, the Governor and Committee stated that “ The extraordinary 
increase in steam navigation renders it a most difficult matter to get respectable 
engineers at present, on anything like moderate terms, and we consider it fortunate 
that we have secured the services of Mr. Carless. The Engineer is to have 
the entire charge of the engines, the assistant engineer and firemen, himself and the 
men of his department thro’ him, being subject to such orders as the master may 
deem requisite to issue in furtherance of the objects of his voyage and the business 
of the vessel”. In his contract (A. 32/23) dated December 5, 1839, Carless 
entered into an engagement to serve the Hudson’s Bay Company as an engineer 
in the Columbia district for five years at £150 per annum, plus maintenance for 
himself and family. He was described as of No. 4 Spring Row, Handsworth, 
Staffordshire, and this was apparently the home of his mother, Mrs. Sarah Carles. 
Joseph Carless and his wife, Maria, sailed from the London Docks in the chartered 
ship Forager early in January, 1840, and after touching at the Hawaiian Islands, 
the vessel reached Fort Vancouver on September 27, 1840. Mr. and Mrs. 
Carless then sailed in the Cow/itz to Nisqually, where they joined the Beaver, 
which was then under the command of W. H. McNeill. In place of an assistant 
engineer Carless had a blacksmith to help him. In the autumn of 1841 Sir 
George Simpson travelled in the Beaver when visiting the coastal forts of the 
Company, and he was instrumental in raising Carless’s salary to £176 per annum 
as from June 1, 1841. Carless arranged to retire at the expiration of his contract 
in 1844, but his successor did not arrive on the coast until February, 1845, and as 
no ship was returning to England until the autumn of that year, he remained in 
the service at a salary of £200 per annum, accordin g to the terms of his agreement. 
The new engineer was found to be in an infirm state of health, so Carless 
volunteered to remain a year longer, and to avoid laying up the Beaver his offer was 
gladly accepted, although, according to Simpson, he “ exacted very exorbitant 
terms, say... £250”. On December 12, 1846, Carless, his wife and their two 
children, who had been born in the country, embarked on the Vancouver at Fort 
Victoria, and they reached the London Docks on July 13, 1847. 


Finlayson, Roderick 


Roderick Finlayson, according to his “ Autobiography ” (Provincial Archives, 
Victoria, B.C.) was born in 1818 in Ross-shire. His father was a sheep and 
stock farmer in that county and he seems to have fallen on bad times and to have 
emigrated with his family to Canada, settling at Beauharnois, sometime in the late 
1830's. Roderick sailed from Glasgow for New York in July, 1837, and through 
the influence of a relative resident there obtained entrance into the service of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company asa clerk. ‘This relative was presumably the uncle who 
was in the employ of a Colonel Webb (B. 1 34/c/1842, Finlayson to his cousin, 
John Mackenzie, August 16, 1842, private). Finlayson was employed at Lachine 
for a short time, and then he went on to Fort Coulonge, where he spent the winter 
of 1837-38. In the summer of 1838 he was sent to Lac des Allumettes (Fort™ 
William, Ottawa River), and he appears to have remained in charge there until 
the spring of 1839, when he received instructions to join Dr. McLoughlin’s party 
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which was en route from Montreal to the Columbia. On his arrival in the 
Columbia District Finlayson was “ placed in charge of a saw and grist mill, about 


five miles above the Fort, on the river”, where he “ had a gang of twenty-four 


men to look after at both mills and shipping lumber and spars in ships to the 
Sandwich Islands ” (‘‘ Autobiography ”’). Finlayson was attached to Douglas’s 
party which took over Fort Stikine from the Russians and built Fort Taku (Fort 
Durham) in 1840. During season 1840-41, Dr. John Kennedy was left in 
command of the latter post, with Finlayson as his assistant, but in February, 
1841, Finlayson was transferred to Stikine, where he acted as assistant to John 
McLoughlin, junior. He was employed in the trade shop there until the following 
September, when Sir George Simpson sent him to relieve a clerk who was sick at 
Fort Simpson. Here Finlayson was “ blessed with the kindest of masters (Mr. 
Work C.T.) ” who treated him “ with the utmost indulgence’. (Finlayson to 
Mackenzie, August 16, 1842.) In the spring of 1843 Finlayson joined Douglas’s 
party which landed on Vancouver Island on June 1, 1843, and began building 
the post later to be known as Fort Victoria. Charles Ross was given the charge of 
the new post and Finlayson was placed second in command. Ross died suddenly 
in June, 1844, and Finlayson succeeded to the charge of the post. He gave every 
satisfaction, and in a private letter to Simpson dated April 6, 1846, Douglas said 
of him, “ Roderick Finlayson has managed the affairs of Fort Victoria, remarkably 
well, since his accession to the charge of the Post, and I assure you it will not be an 
easy matter to find a better man for the place. He is not a man of display, but 
there is a degree of energy, perseverance, method and sound judgment in all his 
arrangements, which from what I had seen of him in a subordinate situation, I 
was not prepared to expect. He is besides a young man of great probity and high 
moral worth. This, in justice, to the young man, should have been represented 
before.” In 1849 Douglas made Fort Victoria his headquarters, and Finlayson 
“was placed in the office as head accountant ” (“ Autobiography”). He was 
promoted a Chief Trader in 1850, and nine years later he was made a Chief 
Factor. During outfit 1861-62 Finlayson was on furlough, and on his return to 
Vancouver Island in 1862 he took over the superintendence of the Company’s 
affairs in the interior of British Columbia (“‘ Autobiography”). He retired from 
the service as from June 1, 1872, and settled in Victoria, where he died on January 
20, 1892. Finlayson married Sarah, daughter of John Work, on December 14, 
1849. He was a Member of the Legislative Council for Vancouver Island and 
its dependencies from 1851-63. Besides his “‘ Autobiography ”, Finlayson’s 
“ History of Vancouver Island and the North West Coast” is also in the Provincial 
Archives at Victoria, B.C. Finlayson Channel, Milbanke Sound, was named 
after Roderick Finlayson (see Walbran, British Columbia Coast Names, p. 178). 


Forrest, Charles 


Charles Forrest came from Montreal and entered the service of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company in 1825 asa middleman. He served at various posts in the Northern 
Department of Rupert Land until 1835, when he retired to the Red River 
Settlement. He rejoined the service in the following year and was listed as a 
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postmaster in the Lac la Pluie district for outfit 1836-37. Forrest was transferred 
to the Columbia district in 1838, and during the remainder of his service 
he was stationed at various posts in that district. At the time he managed the 
Cowlitz Farm, Douglas reported of him to Simpson (April 6, 1846): “ You 
appear to have overlooked Charles Forrests claims to an increase of salary ; he has 
now £75, and certainly is deserving of £100, being an active, tearing bustling 
man, full of zea/ for the service, and gets through a great deal of work with the 
few hands at his disposal. In fact we have no one to replace him, of equal merit, 
if he decides on leaving the service. There is sound policy in giving encouragement 
to good men; the extra £25 would be well bestowed on him. A careless 
indifferent person in his place, would soon cost the Company a far greater sum.” 
In 1848 Forrest’s health would not allow him to hold a responsible charge, so he 
was appointed a clerk disposable in the Columbia district at a salary of £50 per 
annum. He died at Nisqually in November, 1851, and the beneficiaries under 
his will, dated the eighteenth day of that month, were Mary Jane Forrest and 
Anne Forrest. There is a record of the baptism of Julia, daughter of Charles 
Forrest and Nancy Sutherland, in the Red River Register (E.4/1) under date 
April 19, 1837. Hamilton Forrest, a brother, lived at St. Edouard, Canada, and 
three of his letters to Charles Forrest dated April ro, 1849, April 4, 1850, and 
March 11, 1851, containing family news are to be found in the Company’s 
archives (B.223/c/1). Grant Forrest (see H.B.8., I, 438) was presumably 
another brother. 


Harvey, Daniel 


Daniel Harvey, of Deptford, Kent, was engaged by the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany in August, 1840, as a miller and farmer for a term of five years, at a salary 
of £50 per annum. This appointment was made because at the time Dr. 
McLoughlin was in London in 1839, he considered that it was necessary to have 
the services of an experienced miller in the Columbia district. Harvey took with 
him a new kind of draining plough of the type which was then “ coming into very 
general use in light soils” in England, with the idea of adopting a similar system 
of draining in the Columbia. This plough, and “ a proof staff, used in preparing 
mill stones ” which he also took out with him, were his own property, and the 
Company allowed him “ reduced prices ” for them and instructed McLoughlin 
that they were to “serve as models for others to be made in the country ”’. 
McLoughlin was also instructed that Harvey had been engaged for the Fur trade, 
but that his services could be transferred to the Puget’s Sound Agricultural 
Company if found necessary. No transfer appears ever to have been made, as 
Harvey’s account in the Officers’ and Servants’ Ledgers (A. 16/46, 28) was not 
closed until November 23, 1868, when his remaining balance was withdrawn. 
In August, 1840, when making arrangements for his passage, Captain Richard 
Drew, a member of the Committee, considered that Harvey would require 
“a few ‘ Douceurs”, say ‘Tea, sugar, Porter, cheese to the amount of £10 
or £15 beyond the regular ship’s allowance” (A. 12/2). During the voyage he 
had charge of “Six Merino and six Leicester Rams and Ewes, of the most 
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approved breeds”. Harvey was employed mainly at Fort Vancouver as miller and 
farmer from 1841 until 1846, and from thereafter his appointment was that of a 
postmaster. He gave notice of his intention to retire in October, 1849, and spoke 
of his situation being a disappointment to him, and of his idea to return to 
England. He did not leave the service, however, until March, 1850, and he 
remained in Oregon. In October of the same year he married Eloisa, second 
daughter of John McLoughlin and widow of William Glen Rae (see H.B.8., 1V, 
353-55), and there were three children of this marriage. Harvey had a brother, 
James, who was living near Saffron Walden, Essex, in 1844, and at Lordship 
Farm, Huxton, Cambridgeshire, in 1851. 


Humphreys, Charles 


Charles Humphreys joined the Hudson’s Bay Company’s ship Prince of Wales 
as a seaman in May, 1833. ‘This vessel operated on the Hudson Bay route, and 
in the autumn of 1833 she was unable to return to England from Moose Factory 
on account of adverse ice conditions. She wintered at Charlton Island and in 
April, 1834, the captain, Henry Hanwell, junior, and the first mate, ‘Thomas 
Terry, both died. The second mate, H. J. Baker, brought the vessel back to 
England and his first mate was Humphreys, who served in the same capacity 
under Captain Robert Royal on the 1835 voyage to and from Moose Factory. In 
the spring of 1836, Humphreys was appointed to the command of the Company’s 
brig Eagle, and he received instructions to proceed to York Factory. According 
to logs C. 1/285-88, on July 27 and 28, 1836, the Zag/e was stranded on the 
rocks off Button Islands, near the entrance to Hudson Strait, and owing to bad ice 
conditions she reached York Factory too late in the season to consider returning 
to England that year. The ship consequently wintered in Hayes River, near 
York Factory, which place she left on August 22, 1837, on her return to England. 
The Eagle called at Fort Chimo, Ungava, to discharge cargo, and an account of 
the voyage from York Factory to that place is given in Wallace, Zohn McLean’s 
Notes ..., pp. 197-201. In A.1o/5 (enclosures) there is a certified statement 
dated November 8, 1837, to the effect that Humphreys had been examined by 
Josh. Stancliff of the Naval Academy, of 31, Sidney Place, Commercial Road, in 
“Navigation and Nautical Astronomy” and that he was found “ perfectly 
conversant with these Subjects”. In November, 1837, Humphreys’ services were 
transferred to the North-west Pacific coast route and he was appointed to the 
command of the Company’s barque Columbia. He sailed from London at the 
end of 1837 for the North-west coast, where he was employed until he began the 
return journey to England in 1838. The log for this voyage is in C.1/245. He 
was again in command of the Co/umbia when she left the London Docks for 
Columbia River in September, 1839, and he brought her back to England in 1842 
(C. 1/246-47). By the time of Humphreys’ arrival in England complaints of his 
conduct had already reached the Committee and he was apparently requested to 
answer the charges. In a letter dated London, July 12, 1842 (A.10/15), to 
Richard Drew, the Committee member who commonly attended to the Company’s 
shipping affairs, Humphreys said, “If I am ill tempered & Changeable I 
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fee] extremely sorry for it. . . but during the time Mr. A[lexander]. Simpson was 
Supercargo on the Coast of California I met many Just causes of Provocation ”, 
and replying to a charge of drunkenness, he said, “ ] acknowledge having been 
twice intoxicated since a Master Mariner in the Hon. Co’s Service, on both 
occasions after a safe arrival at Woahoo”. ‘The Committee were apparently 
satisfied with Humphreys’ replies as he was re-appointed to the command of the 
Columbia, and in September, 1842, he once again left London for Columbia 
River. He continued in command of the Co/umbia on the North-west coast 
until November, 1844 (C.1/248). Dr. McLoughlin then appointed him to the 
command of the Beaver and instructed him to proceed to Fort Simpson. These 
orders he carried out, but he was upset at findin g that his first mate was Alexander 
Lattey whom he had discharged for disobedience when in Honolulu two years 
previously, and who had since been re-instated by Sir George Simpson for the 
reason that he might otherwise pilot opposition ships to the Columbia River. On 
the grounds of “ riotous and improper conduct ” during the voyage to Fort 
Simpson, Humphreys discharged Lattey on arrival there in January, 1845, and 
then, according to his own account (A.10/22, August rr, 1846), from February 
5 to September 25, 1845, he had “ the sole charge and responsibility of trading 
with the Indians ... without the assistance or aid of any subordinate officer 
whatever”, and as a result his health broke down. Chief Factor John Work 
reported to McLoughlin on October 24, 1845 (B. 223/b/33, fos. 89-92d.), 
that in the month of September, Humphreys had acted in such a peculiar manner 
that it was feared his mind was deranged, and that Charles Dodd had been placed 
in command of the steamer in his place. Up to that time Humphreys had 
managed the trade successfully and his accounts were in perfect order. In the 
autumn of 1845 Humphreys was allowed a passage on the Cow/irz to England, 
where he arrived in 1846. He was not re-en gaged by the Company. Humphreys 
was married and his widowed mother, Margaret Humphreys, lived in Stromness. 


Lewes, Adolphus Lee 


Adolphus Lee Lewes was a half-breed son of Chief Factor John Lee Lewes, 
and was educated in England. In November, 18 39, he was engaged by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company “as Surveyor and Clerk for general Service on a five 
years contract commencing from the date of sailing from London at a salary of 
£50 for the first year to encrease ten pounds p. annum for each succeeding year 
...'' (A. 5/12, p. 342). Lewes sailed for Columbia River in the chartered ship 
Forager in January,1840, and the Governor and Committee informed McLoughlin 
that he had “ been brought up to the land surveying business, in which and in 
nautical surveying”, when he became qualified for it, he might be usefully 
employed, and when not occupied with surveying duties he was “ to be employed 
in the business generally as other Clerks ” (A. 6/25, fo. 54d.). Lewes served in 
the Columbia district until the expiration of his contract, when he was allowed to 
retire. Although he was granted a passage either to California, where he had 
expressed a wish to settle, or to En gland, where, under the terms of his engagement 
he was bound to return, he seems to have remained in the country and 
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taken up farming some distance below Fort Vancouver. On March 18, 1847, he 
applied to Sir George Simpson for re-admission into the Company’s service 
saying, “‘... I unfortunately left the service at the end of my engagement with a 
view of bettering my prospects, since then my attention has been turned to 
farming, but owing to the settlement of the Boundary line, I shall not be able to 
hold the place without becoming an American subject, which at that time having 
taken a claim on the north side of the River I was led to hope would become 
British Territory...” (D.5/19). After careful consideration Lewes was allowed 
to re-enter the service in 1848, and he served as a clerk in the Columbia district 
until he retired in 1853. He died at Fort Vancouver in September, 1856. 


Lowe, Thomas 


Thomas Lowe, the sixth son of Dr. John Lowe of Coupar-Angus, Perthshire, 
was born on November 30, 1824. On January 13, 1841, he was appointed an 
apprentice clerk in the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company for a term of five 
years, and he was instructed to proceed to Moose Factory by the “ Ship of the 
Season”. ‘This arrangement was apparently cancelled later, for in a letter from 
William Smith to Thomas Lowe dated July 21, 1841 (A. 5/13, p. 226), he was 
instructed to join the Company’s ship VYescouver which was due to sail from 
Gravesend for Columbia River at the end of August. At Honolulu he was 
transferred to the Cow/itz, which was bound for Sitka, with Sir George Simpson 
on board. ‘They arrived at Sitka in April, 1842, and from thence Lowe went to 
Fort Durham (Taku) where he was employed during outfit 1842-43. Thereafter, 
except for the periods when he took charge of the express party to York Factory, 
he was stationed at or near Fort Vancouver until he left the Company’s service in 
March, 1850. On his retirement he set up in business in Oregon City as a com- 
mission merchant in partnership with George T’. Allan and Archibald McKinlay 
under the style of Allan, McKinlay & Co. This partnership was finally brought 
to an end in 1863. He started the firm of Allan, Lowe & Co. at San Francisco in 
1852, and three years later his brother, James, joined the firm as a partner. 
James Lowe began business as a commission merchant in Victoria, V.I., in 1862 
and was joined by Thomas. The firm of Lowe Brothers was established at the 
beginning of 1863, and in 1865 they bought the business of James J. Southgate, 
naval contractor. The partnership was dissolved in 1871, and Thomas retired to 
Scotland in the following year. Cf. British and American Foint Commission .. 
“‘ Evidence on the part of the Hudson’s Bay Company, Claimants”, ‘Thomas 
Lowe’s evidence, pp. 7-33. Lowe Inlet, Grenville Channel, was named after 
Thomas Lowe (see Walbran, British Columbia Coast Names, pp. 306-7). 


McDonald, Angus (a) 


Angus McDonald (a) was a native of Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, Ross-shire, and 
he was recommended to the Company in 1834 by his relative, Chief ‘Trader 
Donald Ross, as being suitable for an apprentice clerk. He was engaged in 
February, 1837, and in the summer of that year sailed for Hudson Bay. Except 
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for his first year of service (1837-38), when he was probably employed in the 
York Factory district, he was stationed at various posts in the Columbia district. 
He was allowed to cross the Rocky Mountains and go to York Factory in the 
spring of 1849 on account of ill health, and in the autumn of that year he sailed 
for England in the Company’s ship Prince Rupert. According to his account in 
the Officers’ and Servants’ Ledgers (A. 16/28 and 47) he returned to the 
Company’s service in 1853. McDonald’s second period of service with the 
Company was spent as a postmaster in the Northern Department, and during his 
last season (1860-61) he was appointed to Fort Garry. He died intestate on 
April 1, 1861. His administrator was John McDonald of Stornoway. 


McDonald, Angus (5) 


Angus McDonald (4) was born about 1816 and entered the service of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company in 1838 as a general servant at £25 per annum. In 
1840 he went from Fort Colvile to Fort Hall, where he apparently served as a 
postmaster, and in 1846 he was listed in the Company’s books as a clerk. During 
outfits 1845-46 and 1846-47 his salary was at the rate of £75 per annum, and in 
season 1847-48 he received £100. He continued to serve.in the Snake Country 
and the Flathead Country for many years, and in 1856 he was raised to the rank 
of Chief Trader. Some details of his service are to be found in British and 
American Foint Commission,“ Evidence on the Part of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
Claimants”, pp. 150-67. During the latter part of his service McDonald 
was stationed in the Fort Colvile area. He resigned in 1872, and in 1874 he was 
hving in the Fort Colvile district. 


McKinlay, Archibald 


Archibald McKinlay was born in Perthshire, and Governor Simpson recorded 
of him in his “ Character Book ” of 1832: “A Youth of 16 years of Age, came 
out with his Sister Mrs. McMillan [wife of James McMillan] last year with the 
intention of returning to Scotland : but passed the Winter at York where he was 
employed in the Counting House. Applied this Season for the situation of 
apprentice Clerk and as his Services will be useful his request was complied wth., 
his Engagement for 5 Years in the usual terms £20, £255 £30. f4om £50 
commencing Ist of June 1832.—promises to become a very Stout Powerful man 
but deficient in regard to Education.” His early years were spent in the York 
Factory district and in Red River, and in 1835 he was sent to New Caledonia, 
where he remained for a few years. He was clerk in charge at Walla Walla from 
1841 until February, 1846, when he was obliged to leave on account of his 
eyesight. In March, 1846, he was appointed to look after the Company’s business 
at Oregon City, where it was expected “ from his steady habits” he would “ do 
every justice to his charge”. In the same year McKinlay was promoted to the 
rank of Chief Trader. He remained at Oregon City until April, 1 849, when, on 
account of ill health and the need for expert medical attention, he left for England 
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via Panama and Chagres, but he only got as far as San Francisco, where he found 
that owing to the “ excitement occasioned ... by the gold mines”, the ships 
could not “ ply regularly for want of men ”, and he could not depend on getting a 
passage to Panama. Owing to the “ enormous charges for board and Lodging ” 
at San Francisco he returned to the Columbia to await a more favourable 
opportunity of going to England. (McKinlay to Barclay, May ro, 1 849). His 
leave of absence continued until his retirement on June 1, 1851. In the summer of 
1851 he entered into partnership in Oregon City as a commission merchant with 
G. T. Allan and Thomas Lowe under the style of Allan, McKinlay & Co., and 
the firm operated in Oregon until it was finally dissolved in the spring of 1863. 
McKinlay was ruined financially by the floods of December, 1860, and about 
1862 he left Oregon to become a farmer at Lac la Hache in British Columbia, 
where he was still living in 1882. He married Sarah Julia, daughter of Peter 
Skene Ogden, in June, 1840, and their certificate of marriage is reproduced in 
Oregon Hist. Quar., X, 325-8, with editorial notes by T.C. Elliott. There were 
several children of this marriage. Mr. & Mrs. McKinlay spent the last years of 
their lives in the home of their daughter, Sarah (Mrs. A. B. Ferguson), at Savona’s 
Ferry at the end of Lake Kamloops. Other references to the McKinlays will be 
found in Oregon Hist. Quar. X11, 369-74, and XXXIX, 105, 117, 118, and two 
of McKinlay’s anecdotes are retold by Paul Kane in Wanderings of an Artist 
Among the Indians of North America (London, 1859), pp. 193-4- His “ Narrative 
of a Chief Factor of the Hudson’s Bay Company ” is in the Bancroft Collection, 
Pacific Coast Mss., University of California, Berkeley, and other details of 
his service with the Company will be found in British and American Foint 
Commission, “ Evidence on the Part of the Hudson’s‘Bay Company, Claimants”, 


pp. 72-104. 


McLoughlin, David 


David McLoughlin, who was born in 1821, was the second son of Dr. John 
McLoughlin and of Marguerite Wadin McKay. In 1834 he was sent to Paris to 
his father’s brother, Dr. David McLoughlin, whose intention it was ““ to Educate 
him for the Engineer Department and send him out to India’. In March, 1836, 
young David “ was at Edmonton nigh London ”, and in 1839 he returned to North 
America with his father who had been to Europe on furlough, and entered the 
service of the Hudson’s Bay Company as an apprentice clerk. Dr. McLoughlin 
wrote to Edward Ermatinger from Norway House on July 23, 1839: “Tam 
taking my Son David Back with me though he had passed his Examination and 
received his commission I preferred to take him with me than allow him go to 
India.” (Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa, Ermatinger Papers. ‘Transcript 
in H.B.C. Archives.) David was employed in the office at Fort Vancouver, and 
on March 5, 1845, he gave formal notice of his intention to retire in the following 
year. Simpson reported this resignation to the Governor and Committee on 
June 20, 1845, saying: “Feeling that, it might be convenient for C. F, 
McLoughlin to have the assistance of his son David (clerk at Ft. Vancouver) in 
attending to his affairs at the Willamette, we have accepted a notice of Retirement 
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sent to us this season by that young gentleman, waiving in his particular case, our 
right to direct his coming across the Mountains, with a view to his proceeding to 
Canada, where he was engaged.”” On March 18, 1845, David wrote to his 
cousin, John Fraser, from Oregon City, saying that he was on the eve of starting 
for the “ gold region with large numbers of Indians hired . . . for a year”, and 
that during the preceding five months he had made “about twenty thousand 
dollars in Gold dust”. (See Oregon Hist. Quar. XXXVII, J. L. Chapin (ed.), 
McLoughlin Letters, 1827-49, pp. 57-75.) Archibald McKinlay reported to Sir 
George Simpson on March 15, 1847 (D. 5/19) that David had “ entered into 
partnership with two very keen and apparently prosperous Yankee Merchants 
who live at this place [Oregon City]—Messrs. Pettygrove & Wilson...” In 
1902 David McLoughlin was living at Port Hill, Idaho, adjoining the Canadian 
boundary line. (Oregon Hist. Quar.. XXXVI, 339.) He died in May, 


1903. 


McLoughlin, Fohn (junior) 


John McLoughlin, junior, whose career and tragic death are dealt with fully 
in the introduction to this volume, was born on August 18, 1812. He was the 
second child of Dr. John McLoughlin and his wife, Marguerite Wadin McKay, 
and most of his early life was spent in the care of his great-uncle, Dr. Simon Fraser, 
of Terrebonne. In 1829, young John went to Paris to study medicine, and he 
was placed in the care of his father’s brother, David, who was a successful 
physician in that city. John remained in Paris until early in 1834 when, on 
account of some unpardonable offence, his uncle sent him back to Canada. His 
general conduct and unsettled way of life gave his father and his Canadian relatives 
much cause for anxiety, and Sir George Simpson would neither admit him into 
the Company’s service nor grant him a passage to join his father in the Columbia. 
In 1836, young John and other half-breeds with relations in the Company’s 
service joined “ General” James Dickson’s “ Indian Liberating Army ”, and it 
was only as a means of breaking up that venture, which threatened the peace of 
the Red River Settlement, that Simpson offered employment to young McLoughlin 
and the other half-breeds. He does not appear to have accepted the offer 
until after the collapse of Dickson’s project. On June 12, 1837, “ Doctor 
McLoughlin son of Chief Factor McLoughlin embarked [at Lac la Pluie] .. . on 
his way down to Fort Alexander ” (B.105/a/20) en route for the Columbia 
district. The Northern Department Council appointed him surgeon at Fort 
McLoughlin for outfit 18 37-38, but he apparently served at Fort Vancouver, 
and crossed the Mountains with his father in the spring of 1838. McLoughlin, 
senior, was going on furlou gh, but young John was to return with the express. He 
was again stationed at Fort Vancouver during outfit 1838-39, and accompanied 
the express east of the Mountains in the spring of 1839. He returned to Fort 
Vancouver for outfit 18 39-40, and when Stikine came into the Company’s 
possession on June 1, 1840, William Glen Rae was placed in charge, with young 
McLoughlin as his assistant, and twenty labouring servants. In the early spring 
of 1841, McLoughlin, junior, was placed in charge of Stikine with Roderick 
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Finlayson as assistant, but on the occasion of Sir George Simpson’s visit in Sep- 
tember, 1841, Finlayson was removed to Fort Simpson to replace a retiring clerk, 
and young McLoughlin was left without a proper assistant. When Simpson paid 
a second visit to Stikine on April 25, 1842, he learned that on the night of April 
20/21, 1842, young McLoughlin had been shot, probably by Urbain Heroux, 
one of his own men. His remains were brought to Fort Vancouver for burial 
in October, 1843 (C.1/221, October 10, 1843). See Oregon Hist. Quar., 
XXXVII, J. L. Chapin, “ McLoughlin Letters, 1827-49 ”, pp. 45-75. 


Mactavish, Dugald 


Dugald Mactavish was born on August 10, 1817. He was a son of Dugald 
Mactavish of Kilchrist House by Campbeltown, Argyllshire, and a nephew of 
Chief Factor John George McTavish. Dugald, and his elder brother, William, 
were appointed apprentice clerks in the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company on 
January 2, 1832, the former being appointed to the Southern Department and 
the latter to the Northern Department. Dugald sailed for Hudson Bay in the 
summer of 1832, and he was stationed at Moose Factory, where his uncle was in 
charge, until 1835; for outfits 1835-36 and 1836-37 he was appointed a 
clerk at Michipicoten. He was stationed at Lachine during outfits 1837-38 and 
1838-39, and in the summer of that year he crossed the Rocky Mountains to 
Fort Vancouver, where he was employed in the counting-house until 1847, 
except for the occasions when he had to take out the accounts to York Factory or 
go to California on business trips for the Company. He was appointed a Chief 
Trader in 1846, and on July 7 of that year Simpson, who was dissatisfied with 
the management of George Pelly and G. T. Allan, sent him instructions (D. 4/68, 
fo. 120-121d.) to proceed to the Sandwich Islands “ to assume the principal 
management of the business there”. Allan was to return to the Columbia, 
Pelly’s duties were “to be confined to such departments of the business” as 
Mactavish might not be able to attend to himself, and he was “ authorised to take 
the lead as the Company’s representative at the Islands in all matters involving 
their interests”. Mactavish’s duties kept him at Fort Vancouver until January, 
1847, when he left for the Islands. He was promoted to the rank of Chief Factor 
at the end of 1851, and he remained in charge of the Company’s business in the 
Islands until August, 1852. He was then allowed a few months’ leave of absence, 
which he spent in England. He returned to Fort Vancouver in September, 1853, 
and acted as joint-manager of the Oregon Department with Chief Factor P. S. 
Ogden. From the time of Ogden’s death in September, 1854, until June, 1857, 
Mactavish remained the sole manager, and for the next outfit (1857-58) he 
shared the responsibility with W. F. Tolmie. Mactavish then went to Fort 
Victoria, where he remained until February, 1859, when he went to England. 
He returued to Fort Victoria in June, 1860, and took charge of the Company’s 
business there until November, 1863, when he once more came to England. In 
his evidence given on April 10, 1866, and printed in British and American Foint 
Commission, “* Evidence on the Part of the Hudson’s Bay Company, Claimants”, 
p- 233, he said that he left England in October, 1864, spent the winter in Canada, 
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and returned to Vancouver Island in June, 1865, and that on November 1 
following he left for Montreal. He spent his remaining years of service in 
Montreal, and died there suddenly from heart disease on May 24,1871. Several 
of his letters to his family, including some to his sister Letitia, who became the 
first wife of James Hargrave, are amongst the most interesting of the dispatches 
published in Glazebrook, Hargrave Correspondence. 


O’Brien, Fohn 
John O’Brien came from London and was engaged by the Hudson’s Bay 
Company as an apprentice clerk for the Montreal Department in January, 1833, 
when he was fifteen years of age. He sailed from the London Docks for North 
America on the Great Britain, and after a short time spent in the Lachine office 
he was sent to the Timiskaming district, where he was employed for about two 
years. In 1835 he was transferred to the Lake Huron district, and he served 
there until 1840, when he volunteered for service in the Columbia district. In 
his own words (A. 10/31, “ Memorial”, April, 1852), his journey “ without 
interruption from Lake Huron to the most distant Post on the North West Coast 
of America .. . occupied ... from May until February [1841]. At this Post 
‘Tako’ he was subjected to considerable peril & fatigue...” He gave notice 
of his intention to retire when Sir George Simpson was at Taku in the autumn of 
1841, and in the spring of 1842 he was sent to Fort Vancouver, preparatory to 
returning to England. O’Brien was employed there for a time in the counting- 
house, and he was a member of Douglas’s party which explored the southern end 
of Vancouver Island in the first part of the summer of 1842. He was also with 
Donald Manson on the Coast during the enquiries into the murder of young 
McLoughlin. O’Brien apparently changed his mind about retiring and 
McLoughlin recommended that he should be allowed to remain in the service. 
He wintered at Fort Vancouver in 1842-43 (“ Memorial ”), and on instructions 
from Simpson and the Council of the Northern Department (D.4/28, fos. 
68d.—69), who were of the opinion that resignations “should be considered 
binding ” (see p. 163, n. 2), he left for York Factory in the spring of 1843. He 
carried the Columbia express to Red River and York F actory, and he afterwards 
claimed that the hardships endured on this journey “affected his eyesight & 
hearing that he experienced intermittent blindness from June to November and 
continued deafness for a considerable period ...”” O’Brien returned to England 
from York Factory on the Company’s ship Prince Rupert, but after being away so 
long he found it difficult to obtain employment in London, and so applied in 
February, 1845, for re-admission into the Company’s service. He was 
* reappointed a clerk on a five years’ contract at £60 per annum to begin on June I, 
1845, but presumably because the terms were unsatisfactory, he did not pursue 
the matter further. On June 3, 1846, he was again appointed a clerk on a five 
years’ contract, but this time the salary was at the rate of £60 per annum for the first 
three years and £100 per annum for the last two years. He sailed for Hudson 
Bay in the summer of 1846, and his first duty on arriving at York Factory was to 
conduct the second brigade of the 6th Regiment of Foot (which had been sent out 
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to Rupert Land by H. M. Government pending the settlement of the Oregon 
Boundary) to their station at the Red River Settlement. He then proceeded to 
Edmonton House, where he wintered during 1846-47. He accompanied Chief 
Factor John Rowand and the Saskatchewan brigade to York Factory in the spring 
of 1847, and then, according to his “ Memorial”, returned to Edmonton 
House in charge of the brigade, and at the end of September he and his party 
started for Mackenzie River, the district to which he had been appointed for 
outfit 1847-48. He got as far as Peace River on October 25, and finding it 
already full of drift ice and impossible to navigate in,a frail bark canoe, he decided 
to return to Edmonton. He left Edmonton in March, 1848, on snowshoes and 
arrived in the Mackenzie River district late in the following June. He had charge 
of Fort Simpson until the return of the brigade from Portage la Loche at the end 
of August, when “ he was dispatched to the most barren region in the Country 
... to assume charge of Frances Lake & Pelly Banks Posts”. The winter of 


_ 1848-49 was one of great privation at Frances Lake, and O’Brien’s party also 


suffered on the journey to Fort Simpson with the returns of trade in May, 1849. 
On arrival there he was directed by the Chief Factor in charge of the district to 
wind up the season’s business and conduct the brigade to Portage la Loche. He 
was again appointed to Frances Lake and Pelly River for outfit 1849-50, but, 
according to his “ Memorial ”, he became so ill in body and mind whilst en route 
to his charge, that, on this account and owing to troubles with deserting Indians 
and an incompetent guide, he returned to Fort Simpson. Eventually he spent the 
winter of 1849—so in charge of Fort des Liards. Simpson was displeased with 
O’Brien’s conduct as he considered that the return to Fort Simpson in the fall of 
1849 had been made “ without any good reason for so doing & without . . . due 
efforts to accomplish the journey ” (D. 4/41, fo. 104d.), and he considered that 
the consequences would “ be attended with privations to the Company’s Servants 
& the Indians & with great injury to the trade...” O’Brien was appointed a 
clerk at Fort Simpson for outfit 1850-51, and as his contract expired on June I, 
1851, Simpson arranged for him to accompany the Portage la Loche brigade to 
York Factory in the summer of 1851, and there take the Company’s ship to 
England, as it was not intended to renew his contract. His account in the 
Company’s ledger (A. 16/48, fos. 165d.—166) was closed on October ro, 1851, 
and his further efforts to re-join the Company’s service were unsuccessful. 


Pelly, Sir fohn Henry (first Baronet) 


John Henry Pelly was born on March 31, 1777, and was the eldest son of 
Henry Hinde Pelly of Upton House, county Essex, and of his wife, Sally Hitchin, 
eldest surviving daughter and co-heiress of John Blake of London. The Pelly 
family first became connected with the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1788, when 
Henry Hinde Pelly became a proprietor. The link remained unbroken until 
1863, when Sir John’s fourth son, Richard Wilson Pelly, sold his stock and was 
thus disqualified as a member of the Committee, on which he had served for 
sixteen years. Henry Hinde Pelly spent his early years in the service of the East 
India Company and John Henry Pelly followed his example. In May, 1795, 
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John Henry Pelly sailed from Portsmouth as fourth mate of the Hillsborough 
bound for the “ Coast and Bay ”, and he returned to England in August of the 
following year. In June, 1797, he sailed to China as second mate of the Coutts, 
and returned in October, 1798. He again left for China as second mate of the 
Cowzts in May, 1800, and he returned in December, 1801. He was sworn in as 
commander of the Wexford on January 14, 1803, but apparently this appointment 
was cancelled, and in July, 1804, he sailed to the “Coast and Bay” as 
captain of the United Kingdom, and he was back in England again in December, 
1805. (See Charles Hardy, 4 Register of Ships Employed in the Service of the 
Honorable The United East India Company, From the Year 1760 to 1810... 
(London, 1811), passim.) Pelly was elected a Committee Member of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company in 1806, and in 1812 he became Deputy Governor. He 
succeeded Joseph Berens, junior, as Governor in 1822, a position which he held 
until his death in 1852. In recognition of his share in bringing the negotiations 
between the Hudson’s Bay Company and the North West Company to a successful 
conclusion, it was resolved by the proprietors at the General Court held on 
September 7, 1824 (A. 2/3), that he be presented with “a Piece of Plate of the 
Value of Five Hundred Guineas, bearing an appropriate Inscription”. Pelly 
interested himself in the negotiations between Great Britain and Russia in the 
matter of the Alaskan Boundary, and the extent to which his suggestions to the 
Foreign Office were used will be seen in Articles III and IV of the treaty 
concluded between the two Powers on February 28/16, 1825. (See Alaskan 
Boundary Tribunal, Appendix to the Case of the United States (Washington, 
1904), pp. 15, 149-50.) In the summer of 1838, Pelly and Governor Simpson 
visited St. Petersburgh to negotiate with the Russian American Company for a 
trading agreement. The outcome of their discussions was the agreement entered 
into by Simpson and Baron Wrangell at Hamburgh on February 6, 1839 (see 
Pp. 25, n. 3), and it was renewed at intervals with but slight revision until 1867, 
when the Russians sold Alaska to the United States Government. On July 3, 
1840, Lord John Russell, Secretary of State for the Colonies, wrote to Pelly 
informing him that Her Majesty Queen Victoria had been pleased to grant him 
the dignity of baronet for his “ acknowledged worth and long and meritorious 
services as Governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company ”, but Pelly’s obituary notice 
in the Annual Register for 1852 states that the baronetcy was conferred “ in 
recognition of the ability and skill he had evinced in carrying out the arrangements 
for the Arctic expedition”, that is, the arrangements for the expeditions of 
1837-39 under Chief Factor Peter Warren Dease and Chief Trader Thomas 
Simpson (see #.B.8., III, 435, 455). It is probable there is some truth in the 
statement in the Annual Register as Lord John Russell’s letter of July 3, 1840, 
which first stated that the names of the two explorers had been laid before Her 
Majesty “ for some mark of the Royal favour on account of their successful exertions 
in furtherance of Arctic Discovery”, went on to intimate the royal intention 
of conferring a baronetcy on Pelly and a knighthood on Simpson. On his elevation 
Pelly appears to have been known to his intimates as Sir Henry, and not as 
Sir John. After the conclusion of the Oregon Treaty between Great Britain and 


BUPENDIX. B 401 


the United States in 1846, Pelly worked hard so that the Hudson’s Bay Company 
might be confirmed in the possession of such lands and posts as they occupied to 
the south of the Forty-ninth Parallel. He died on August 13, 1852, at Upton 
House, Essex, and he was buried in St. Mary’s, Plaistow, Essex. The Pelly 
River and Lakes, Yukon, were named after him in 1840 by Robert Campbell, 
and Pelly Bay, Arctic Coast, Keewatin, Pelly Island, Arctic Coast, Mackenzie 
District, Pelly Lake, Back River, Mackenzie District, and Pelly Mountain and 
Pelly Point, Victoria Island, Franklin District, were also named in his honour by 
various explorers. “Iwo additional places which were named for him were 
Pelly Islet, Victoria Harbour, V.I., and Pelly Point, Fraser River, B.C. Pelly 
was elected an Elder Brother of Trinity House in 1823 and he later became 
Deputy Master. In 1822 he was elected a Director of the Bank of England, and 
he became Deputy Governor in 1839 and Governor in 1841. He retired from 
the Governorship in 1843 and from that time until his death he served as a 
Director. He was also a Commissioner of the Lieutenancy for London, and of the 
Loan Office for Public Works and Fisheries, a Deputy Lieutenant and Magistrate 
of Essex, and a Fellow of the Royal Society. He married Emma, sixth 
daughter of Henry Boulton, Esq., of Thorncroft, Surrey, on July 13, 1807, and 
by her he had seven sons and one daughter. All the sons, except the eldest, 
became proprietors of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and Albert, the third son, 
became the head of the firm Albert Pelly & Co. of 1, Winchester Buildings, 
London, with which firm the Company appear to have had considerable dealings. 
Pelly’s sister, Mary, married Benjamin Harrison, who was a Committee Member 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company from 1807-54 and Deputy Governor 1835-39. 
Other relations of Pelly who were connected with the Company were his first 
cousin, George Pelly, (see H.B.8., IV, 353), who was agent in the Sandwich 
Islands, and his second cousin, Augustus Edward Pelly, who became a clerk 
in the Company’s service in 1838 and a Chief Trader in 1850. Another 
first cousin, Robert Parker Pelly, was Governor of Assiniboia 1823-25. The 
Company possesses a three-quarter length portrait of Sir John Henry Pelly by 
an unknown artist of the English school. 


Roberts, Edward 


Edward Roberts joined the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company in London 
in November, 1803, at the age of sixteen and was attached to the accountant’s 
office. In the summer of 1810 he went to Hudson Bay to take inventories of the 
Company’s property in connection with the re-organisation of its affairs under the 
Wedderburn scheme (see H.B.S., I], xxxi et seq.), and these duties were carried 
out in the Southern Department. He returned to England in the same year, and 
on March 13, 1811, the Governor and Committee awarded him one hundred 
guineas “ for his voyage to & from Hudson’s Bay & for his having executed the 
Business entrusted to him to the Satisfaction of the Company ”. In his deposition 
dated September 3, 1866, taken on behalf of the United States (see British and 
American Foint Commission on the Hudson’s Bay and Puget’s Sound Agricultural 
Companies (Washington, D.C., 1867), p. 13), he stated: “J, Edward Roberts, 
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accountant of the Hudson’s Bay Company in London, do depose and say: I 
have been such accountant for forty or fifty years, and as such accountant, have a 
knowledge of the books and accounts of the Hudson’s Bay Company. There is 
no one in this country that knows more of the accounts of the Company than I 
do.” Roberts retired in 1870 at the age of eighty-four and was granted a pension 
equal to the amount of his salary. He died in 1874. 


Ross, Charles 


Charles Ross of Kincraig, Inverness-shire, was engaged by John McDonald 
of Mid Mills, Inverness, for the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company in April, 
1818. Ross joined as a clerk under a contract for five years, and sailed to Hudson 
Bay in the summer of that year. He arrived at Norway House on October 4, 
1818, and spent the following winter at that post. During outfits 1819-20 and 
1820-21 he was stationed at Lac la Pluie post, and at the coalition of the Hudson’s 
Bay and North West Companies in 1821, Ross was listed as a third-class clerk, 
receiving a salary of £30 per annum. He was again stationed at Lac la Pluie 
post during season 1821-22, when he was reported as being a “‘ Steady correct 
young man tolerable clerk & trader ”, and as having had an “ excellent education”. 
During outfit 1822-23 he was stationed in the Thompson River district, and 
as from 1823 he was re-engaged at £75 per annum. He was in the Winnipeg 
River district in 1823-24, and was in all probability stationed at Bas de la 
Riviére. On July 27, 1824, he left York Factory in company with William 
Connolly for New Caledonia, and during the winter of 1824-25 he was employed 
as a clerk at the Babines (Fort Kilmaurs). Ross was again appointed to that post 
in the following trading season, and during 1826-27 he was clerk in charge there. 
His management of the Indian trade was severely criticised by Chief Factor 
William Connolly, who supervised the New Caledonia district, and who reported 
to Simpson on February 25, 1828, that Ross “‘ had excited a strong prejudice 
against himself, amongst the Babines . . .” but that in 1827—28 he was “ placed 
in a situation [Bear Lake post] to which he had, up till then, done justice ”. 
Ross continued to give satisfaction at Bear Lake post, where he was in charge 
during outfits 1827-28 and 1828-29. He remained in the New Caledonia 
district until 1832, being in charge of Connolly Lake during season 1830-31, 
wintering at Fort St. James 1831-32, and spending the rest of that season in 
charge of McLeod Lake. In 1832 Simpson reported of Ross (A. 34/2), “A 
Scotchman about 38 years of Age . . . A good classical Scholar and a man of very 
correct conduct but so nervous at times that it is quite painful to see him. Very 
slovenly both in business and his appearance. Has a smattering of the Saulteaux 
& Carrier Languages . . . Expresses himself very well on paper and has a certain 
cleverness about him...” During outfit 1832-33 he was stationed in the 
Athabaska district. He passed the summer of 1833 as Jocum tenens at Fort 
Chipewyan, and left there on August 24 to assume the charge of Fort Vermilion 
on Peace River (see Wallace, Fohn McLean’s Notes ..., pp. 137-8), a position 
which he held until the end of outfit 1834-35, when he was allowed a year’s 
absence on account of ill-health. Ross returned to England from York Factory 
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on the Company’s ship Priace Rupert in the autumn of 1835, and visited Scotland 
(see B.C. Hist. Quar., VII, “ Five Letters of Charles Ross 1842-44”, p. 108). In 
accordance with the regulations of the service he did not receive any salary during 
this period. When he returned to North America in 1836 he was appointed to 
the charge of Cumberland House, and for season 1837-38 he was transferred to 
_the Columbia district. He left Cumberland House on August 17, 1837, to join 
the Saskatchewan and Columbia brigades en route to Edmonton House under 
the charge of Chief Factor John Rowand. From Edmonton House to Fort 
Vancouver the Columbia party was to be under the charge of Ross. In Ross’s 
own words, he “‘ was kept a good deal on the move ” after his arrival in the 
Columbia district (see Glazebrook, Hargrave Correspondence, p. 361). On May 
4, 1838 (B. 223/b/22, fos. g9d.—r1), James Douglas appointed Ross “to the 
management of the Southern Trapping party ’’, and instructed him to proceed on 
the Cadboro to Trinidad Bay, where he was to meet Michel Laframboise’s party, 
re-equip it and take over the command. The Trapping party made a mistake as 
to the place of rendezvous, and, according to his instructions, Ross left Trinidad 
Bay on July 8 and returned in the Cadboro to Columbia River. (See H.B.S., 1V, 
251-2, 279). When writing to the Governor and Committee on October 18, 
1838 (ibid., 264), Douglas said: “1... lately dispatched [to the Cowlitz Farm] 
Mr. Ross and eight men with a number of agricultural implements. Before 
proceeding to the Farm, he will make a short stay at a Salmon fishery in its 
vicinity, to salt fish for winter provisions...” At the end of November, 1838, 
Ross was sent to Fort McLoughlin in order, if necessary, to succeed Donald 
Manson, who was in ill-health. From outfit 1839-40 Ross assumed the charge of 
Fort McLoughlin, and Simpson, in Narrative of a Fourney Round the World, I, 
204, referred to him as being there in September, 1841. At the end of 1842 
Ross was promoted to the rank of Chief Trader, his interest beginning with outfit 
1843-44 (see Appendix A, p. 303). In the spring of 1843 Fort McLoughlin was 
abandoned and Ross went to Vancouver Island, where he took charge of the 
building of the post later to be known as Fort Victoria. He remained in charge 
there until his death, apparently from appendicitis, on June 27, 1844. He died 
intestate and Letters of Administration were granted to his widow, Isabella, on 
July 13, 1846. Simpson, in his Narrative of a Fourney Round the World, \, 204, 
describes her as a Saulteau half-breed from Lac la Pluie, and tells a story of her 
courage in attacking some Indians who had drawn their knives on her son whilst 
her husband was absent from the trading shop. The Red River Register of 
Baptisms (E. 4/1) contains the following records of baptisms of Ross’s children : 
July 6, 1823, Henrietta, and January 10, 1837, John and Walter ; but for the full 
number, names and ages of his family in 1843 see B.C. Hist. Quar., VII, “ Five 
Letters of Charles Ross, 1842-44”, p. 109. In 1840 the eldest son, John, was 
employed by the Company under his father at Fort McLoughlin, and in 1843 
Ross sent his sons Walter and Charles, and his daughter, Elizabeth, to London to 
be educated. (See p. 142, n. 2). They were placed in the care of their cousins, 
Walter Phipps Ross and Mary M. Tait, but in 1845 they returned to their family 
in the Company’s ship Co/uméia. A memorial to Ross’s memory was erected in 
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the Quadra Street Cemetery by the City of Victoria during the centenary celebra- 
tions in June, 1943. (See B.C. Hist. Quar., VII, 220-1). 


Simpson, Alexander 


Alexander Simpson, who was born about 1811, was a son of Alexander 
Simpson, a schoolmaster of Dingwall, Ross-shire, and his second wife, Mary 
Simpson, a sister of the father of Sir George Simpson. Thomas Simpson (see 
H.B.8., III, 455-6) was his brother, and Lieut. AZmilius Simpson (see ibid., 
454-5) was his half-brother. On December 12, 1827, Alexander Simpson was 
appointed an apprentice clerk in the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company. He 
was presented to the Committee in London on February 13, 1828, and on March 
2 he sailed from Liverpool in company with Chief Factor James Keith in the 
Manchester and New York. Simpson was appointed to the Lachine establishment, 
and on July 30, 1830, Governor George Simpson in a private letter to Chief 
Factor James Keith said, “‘ I do not conceive that the services of Chief Trader 
Cowie are any longer required at the Lachine Establishment, as Mr. Alexr. 
Simpson I should think is now qualified, under your direction, to take charge of 
the accounts & principal Clerical duties of the Office . . . but the parting with or 
retaining Mr. Cowie is entirely left to yourself...” This recommendation 
seems to have been carried out as soon as possible, and John Siveright, when 
writing to James Hargrave on April 27, 1831 (Glazebrook, Hargrave Corre- 
spondence, p. 73), said “* Mr. Alex Simpson filled the situation held by Mr. Cowie 
at Lachine seemed to give satisfaction to all who had business in the way of 
outfitting etc. etc. to transact there...” In 1832 Governor Simpson reported 
of Alexander (A. 34/2, fo. 48d.): “...22 years of Age... well Educated, 
attentive to business; fills the situation of principal accountant at La Chine: 
correct in conduct & private character & promises to be a valuable man in the 
Service.” Alexander continued in his situation of accountant at Lachine until 
1834, when he was removed to the Southern Department. From private letters 
written by Governor Simpson to John George McTavish on December 22, 1834, 
and January 12, 1835, (B. 135/c/1), it appears that the transfer became necessary 
on account of long-standing friction between Keith and young Simpson. During 
the early part of outfit 1834-35 he was stationed at Moose Factory, and in the 
winter he appears to have gone to Red River Settlement to lay his case before 
Governor Simpson, who, whilst not approving of the transfer on the grounds that 
his services could best be used in the Lachine office, judged his young cousin to be 
in the wrong, and “ by way of a cooler” permitted him “‘ to walk back again to 
Moose there to remain in the capacity of Accountant’. Alexander was stationed 
at Moose until 1839, when he was transferred to the Northern Department and 
appointed “to assist Mr. George Pelly in attending to the business, and in 
conducting its details” in the Hawaiian Islands. Alexander travelled to Fort 
Vancouver with the Columbia brigade in the summer of 1839, and in the following 
November he left for his first visit to the Islands, which, in his own words, was 
“one merely of observation and enquiry”. (A. Simpson, The Sandwich Islands 
...(London,1843), p. 50.) Alexander Simpson’s own account continues : “ After 
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spending two months at the town of Honolulu, I returned to the Columbia River, 
to confer with the manager of the Company’s affairs there ; and the result of my 
recommendation to him was the shipment from England of British goods, to the 
value of upwards of ten thousand pounds . . . I touched again at that Port in the 
Summer of 1840 [as supercargo of the Co/umbia], while proceeding on a similar 
mission to California ; and in January 1841, I arrived at the same place, from the 
Columbia River, fully empowered to assume the active management and controul 
of the business which I had planned out; but learning there of the melancholy 
and mysterious fate of my brother [Thomas], the Arctic discoverer, I took upon 
myself the responsibility of embarking [on the Vazcouver] at once for England, to 
visit my afflicted family...” (ibid., pp. 50-1). When Governor Simpson 
reported the matter to the Governor and Committee on June 20, 1841 (D. 4/109, 
fos. 16d.—17), he requested that Alexander, who had been raised to the rank of a 
Chief Trader in March of that year, should be appointed to some charge in the 
Northern Department as he had other arrangements in mind for the Islands. 
Alexander Simpson arrived in England early in June, 1841, and three months 
later, according to his own account (Sandwich Islands, p. 51), he was “ prevailed 
upon by the Governor of the Company, (Sir J. Henry Pelly, Bart,) to return to 
the Islands ” on his former mission. ‘This statement is confirmed in a letter from 
Pelly to Sir George Simpson dated London, August 28, 1841 (D. 5/6), in which 
he added: “... He [Alexander] seems to object to living with G. Pfelly]. I 
told him . . . I was quite sure . . . it was your wish as well as my own that any 
arrangement that would make officers in charge more comfortable if not incom- 
patible with the general system of the service would be agreed to. ‘There is one 
point I think he wishes to have a greater latitude than I am disposed to give him 
that is in making speculative purchases by which I mean cargoes or parts of cargoes 
not wanted for the usual supply of the store . . . this is a confidence which I am 
not disposed to place in any Agent that may be at the Sandwich Islands I think 
they should be confined to indenting for supplies from Europe rect. of produce of 
the Columbia & selling the same . . . I have been much pleased in Alex. Simpson 
he is clear headed and Intelligent this you will (& I may) say all the Simpsons 
are. I think he did his work well both at the Sandwich Islands and in California 
& I should be sorry to hear that you have made any arrangements that would 
prevent his returning to his situation but . . . itis left entirely toyou.” Alexander 
sailed from England in the Vancouver in September, 1841, but on his arrival at 
Oahu he found that Sir George Simpson, who was then in the Islands, had 
appointed George T°. Allan to the position. Sir George reported the matter to 
the Governor and Committee on March 1, 1842 (D. 4/110, fo. 64d.), saying, 
““ Mr. Allan had entered upon the duties of his office previous to the arrival of 
Mr. A. Simpson & being in every way satisfied that the appointment was likely to 
be beneficial, while it appeared desirable that the joint Agent of Mr. Pelly should 
for the present be a Clerk in the service instead of a Commissioned Gentleman as 
more likely to guard against difficulties arising from little jealousies & other causes, 
it has not been considered advisable to disturb that arrangement. From a variety 
of circumstances, I feel assured ... that Mr. Pelly & Mr. Simpson could not 
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draw together ...” As Alexander would not take up any other appointment in 
the Northern Department he had no alternative but to resign. He was allowed 
leave of absence for outfit 1842-43, so his official retirement did not take place 
until June 1, 1843. He did not return to England on giving in his resignation, 
but remained in the Islands apparently absorbed in business connected with the 
bankruptcy of Francis J. Greenway, whom he was assisting, (Sazdwich Islands, 
p- §3), and when, in September, 1842, Richard Charlton, the British Consul, left 
for London “ irritated by the numerous insults . . . and the open disregard by the 
[Sandwich Islands] government officers of his interference where British subjects 
were concerned ”’, Alexander was empowered by commission from him to act as 
consul in his absence. The appointment was disliked by the Court interest (ibid., 
pp. 58-60), but he remained in office until February 25, 1843, when his functions 
were abrogated by the occupation of the Islands by Lord George Paulet (ibid., 
p. 86). Simpson’s own share in the transactions leading up to the occupation is 
outlined in The Sandwich Islands, and in justification he says he “ laboured to 
bring about the result [the cession of the Islands to Great Britain], with a full 
conviction that it would be a blessing to the native population of all classes . . . 
and would add another valuable possession to those wherewith England already 
almost encircles the earth...” He left the Islands in March, 1843, and carry- 
ing dispatches from Lord George Paulet, he proceeded via Mexico and the West 
Indies to London, where he arrived on June 18. He remained in London until 
the middle of September, 1843, in the pay of the Government for the purpose of 
instructing General William Miller, the newly appointed British Consul in the 
Hawaiian Islands (see p. 193, n. 3), and he then went to his home in Scotland, 


where he occupied himself in preparing The Sandwich Islands for the press. — 


Before his work was finished he “ observed it announced in the Times, that 
‘ measures had been taken by the British Government, and adopted by France 
and the United States, for placing the neutrality and independence of the 
Sandwich Islands beyond the reach of intrigue or violence’.”” Alexander was 
also the author of The Life and Travels of Thomas Simpson, The Arctic Dis- 
coverer (London, 1845), in which is printed his correspondence, as Thomas’s 
heir, with the Company claiming the redemption of certain promises said to have 


been made to his brother. 


Steel, ‘James 

James Steel was engaged by the Hudson’s Bay Company on March 13, 1839, 
as clerk and farmer for five years at a salary of £100 per annum, and he was 
instructed to proceed to the Columbia via Canada with Dr. McLoughlin, who 
was returning there after a year’s furlough. Steel crossed to Fort Vancouver with 
the C .lumbia brigade of 1839, and he was stationed at Fort Nisqually during the 
greater part of his service. He was a member of the party which drove the cattle 
and sheep purchased by James Douglas overland from California to the Columbia 
River in the spring of 1841 (see pp. 40, 256). According toa letter from Douglas 
to Simpson dated March ro, 1843, “ Steel went home at his own request by the 
Cowditz last autumn ; he suffered greatly in his health from a severe attack of 
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ague and became so diffident that he lost all command of his men, and had in fact 
neither weight nor influence with them. Neither did [Angus] McDonald [(2)] 
and him pull well together, the former was diffident in commanding, and Steel 
would not act, even in his own special department without orders...” On 
Steel’s engagement it was intended eventually to transfer his services to the Puget’s 
Sound Agricultural Company, but although most of the work carried on at Fort 
Nisqually was for that Company, his account remained in the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s ledger (A. 16/48) until he left the service. 


INDEX 


ABERDEEN, LORD, 1137 

Abernethy & Co., James, 160”, 161” 

Agricultural implements, 126-7, 2515 302 

Alaskan Boundary, 400 

Alin (Alain), Edouard, 372 

Allan, George Traill, 123, 196, 269, 270 ; 
biography of, 383-4 

Allan, John, 383 

Alvardo, Juan B., 218, 252, 256, 258, 267 

American Exploring Squadron, see 
United States Exploring Expedition 

American Opposition, see North West 
Coast, Opposition 

American Rendezvous, 224-5, 261 

Anaheurazé (Anahawarasi), Simon, 60, 
363, 365 

Anderson, Dr., 287 

Anderson, Alexander Caulfield, xix-xx, 
126; biography of, 384-6 

Apprentices, see Hudson’s Bay Company 

Arcouet, Leon, 108 

Areuhoniante, André, 57 

Arthur, Peter, 13, 14, 21, 30) 36, 40% 71 

Astoria, 118 


Bascock, IRA L., 1307, 188 

Baily, William J., 31, 32, 200 

Baker Bay, 251 

Baldero, William, 77, 120, 234 

Balduc, J. B. Z., see Bolduc, J. B. Z. 

Bancroft, John, 206, 212 

Banks, Peter, 103, 2297 

Barclay, Archibald, xli-ii, xliii, xlv, xlvii, 
xlviiin, xlix, 107”, 109”, 113%, 131%, 
192 ; biography of, 386-7 

Barclay, Forbes, 77” 

Baring Brothers & Co. Ltd., 41-2 and 1 

Barnett & Sons (gunsmiths), 213 

Barnston, George, 12” 

Barometrical Observations, 13 

Bas de la Riviere, 356 


409 


Beaver, decline in trade of, 306, 387 3 
exchanged for otters with Russians, 28, 
51, 124) 133-5, 299-300 331-25 in 
California, 207, 219, 225, 244, 256; 
257, 258, 3143 returns of Southern 
Party, 257, 144 3 staged, 70 

Beaver, Rev. Herbert, 4 

Beaver River, 175 

Beaver (steamship), accounts, 99, 235, 
275-6, 339, 3403 A. C. Anderson’s 
opinion of, xix-Xxx 5 P. Arthur’s report 
on, 36, 407%3 at Nisqually, xv, 8, 21 
and 7, 23, 27, 40, 62, 231, 246, 259 5 
boilers of, xiv, 26, 36, 58, 62 and %, 71, 
75, 89, 103%, 127, 195, 215, 260, 264, 
295-6, 326; 3349 3379 3753 commanded 
by W. Brotchie, 80, 264 5 commanded 
by A. Duncan, 131, 176, 264 3 com- 
manded by W. H. McNeill, xiv, xv, 
21, 99, 208, 214, 246, 321 5 condition 
of, xili-xiv, 58, 150, 215 ; J. Douglas's 
views on, 213-43 engineer of, 137, 71, 
208 ; expense of, XX1, 275-6, 309, 310, 
334-40; Governor and Committee’s 
views on, xxi, 309-103 laid up, 103, 
124, 295 ; lighter for, xx, 73, 100, 121, 
133) 264, 274, 275, 281, 285, 287-8, 
289, 291, 296 3 McLoughlin’s plans 
for and views on, xiii, xiv, XVill, xxl, 
38 and 7, 39, 56, 58-9, 71, 99-100, 
1OI-3, 177-85 2325 275-65 33475» See also 
North West Coast; McLoughlin’s 
statement on, XVili-xix, 100, 102, 168, 
262, 334-40; mentioned, 247, 54, 
175, 207, 212) 322, 323: 324) 3413 
mutiny on, 21, 208 ; Northern De- 
partment Council’s views on, 100-T 5 
on N.W. Coast, 131, 139, 214-5, 2515 
2523 provisions and stores for, 92, 
332 3 repairs to machinery of, 127, 
304 ; replaced by Cadboro, 36, 232 3 


410 


Beaver (steamship)—cont. 
results of trade of, xix, 102, 3 34-40 ; 
Simpson’s plans for and views on, xv, 
XVi, XVli, XIX, XxX, xxi, 264, 281, 289, 
290-1, 2975 store at Nisqually for, 
126, 301 

Beef, 197, 201, 238 

Beers, Mr., 147 

Behring Strait, 1537 

Belcher, Edward, 228 

Bell (sheep dog), 223 

Bellanger, Charles, see Boulanger, Charles 

Bellicque, Pierre, 13” 

Bensom & Co., 2017 

Benton, Thomas Hart, 182, 189, 191 

Berens, Henry Hulse, 304, 317 

Bigg, —, 74 

Bingham, Rev. Hiram, 239 

Birnie, James, 55, 56 

Birston, Alexander, 79 

Birston, James, 79 

Biscuit and Biscuit Baking, 124, 127, 158, 
201, 299, 303, 304, 332 

Bitter Root River, 58 

Black, Arthur, rra, 11 5 

Black, Samuel, 34, 222, 247-9, 261 

Blackfeet, 94, 187, 225 

Blackwall, 52, 357 

Blanchet, Frangois Norbert, 165, 261 

Blankets, 92, 1777, 187, 213, 292-3, 341 

Blenkinsop, George, 45, 50m”, 61, 68, 85, 
344, 346, 361 

‘Blue Men, see Sandwich Islanders 

Boat Encampment, 3, 229, 230, 250 

Bodega, 557, 136, 206, 239, 319 

Bolduc, J. B. Z., 166, 167 

Bolivar, Simon, 1937 

Bonaventura (Buenaventura) Country, 
Valley, 35”, 219, 256 

Bonaventura Expedition, see California, 
Southern Party 

Bonneville, B. L. E., 32, 33 

Boston, Mass., 147, 25, 58, 63, 242, 254, 
265 

Boucher, Louison, 57 

Boulanger (Bellanger), Charles, 47, 349, 
358, 363, 365 

Boulton, Henry Edward, 62, 74,75 

Boundary, see Alaska, Oregon 

Brandy, see Liquor 


INDEX : 


Bread, 124, 299 < 

Brigades, 24, 57, 108, 199, 222 

Brotchie, William, 357, 42, 59, 80, Eis 
140, 228, 250, 264 

Brothers (barque), 193, 194, 201, 202, 
3155 317 

Brown, Mr., 201 

Brown, William, 1, 2, 3 

Bruce, William, 192, 193 

Brulé, Baptiste, 7 

Bryant & Sturgis, 253, 255, 287 

Builder’s New and Old Measurement, 
38 

Bullock, —, 74 

Burnett, Peter Hardeman, 140 

Burns, P., xl 

Burris, William, 208 

Bute Canal (Inlet), 214, 215 

Butter, 27, 72-3, 147, 230, 236, 259, 300, 
319, 322-3, 326, 329 

Buxton, Henry, 79, 120 


Cadboro (schooner), accounts, 235; at 
Nisqually, xxxili, 64, 68, 8 35 criticised 
by McLoughlin, 198 ; log of, 1367, 
137” ; McLoughlin’s plans for, 38, 39, 
102, 103, 120, 133, 134, 196; men- 
tioned, xliv, 54, 121”, E50,. 207.02 are 
2315 245) 2555 2945 330, 3315 3339 375 5 
on N.W. Coast, 53, 64, 140, 179, 2153 
replaces Beaver, 36, 232; scheme of 
voyages for, 194-5, 197, 198 

Cadotte (guide), 175, 176 

Calder, HN gg 

Calendar, New and Old Style, 93n 

Calico, 250 

California, accounts, 105, 122, 140, 195 ; 
agent in, 206 ; beef from, 201 ;_ busi- 
ness in charge of W. G. Rae, 355 2720 
business to be wound UP, 173, 266; 
267, 268, 279, 286, 298 ; cattle from, 
40, 81, 108, 136, 146 and n, 241, 256, 
268 ; credit transactions in, 273, 277-8, 
283; Douglas’s report on, 206-8, 
251-6, 257-9; establishment in, 104, 
106, 122, see also San Francisco ; 
flour for, 36, 63, 122 ; government of, 
4, 206, 252, 257, 2583; hide trade in, 
62, 106, 107, 122, 124, 125, 195, 241, 
2425 243, 244, 253, 254, 266, 283, 298, 


INDEX 411 


California—cont. 
314; hunting party in, 4, 81, 123; 
143, 160, 207, 232) 239, 240-1, 252-3, 
257-9, 267-8, 284, 298, see also Beaver, 
Southern Party ; liquor sales in, 63 ; 
mentioned, xvili, XXVil, 157, 37, 39> 54, 
98, 114, 116, 117, 19M, 140, 145, 194, 
218, 220, 240m; mills in, 38, 122; 
outfit for, 8, 20, 28, 35, 122, 196, 246 ; 
returns of trade in, 257, 259, 314, See 
also Southern Party ; sea otter hunt- 
ing in, 59, 143, 206-7, 239, 240, 241 ; 
settlers for, 107, 130, 136, 140, 148, 
200, 226, 262, 313 ; sheep from, 8, 20, 
28. 40, 136, 2325 2375, 239, 256,268 5 
A. Simpson’s report on, 237-45; Sir 
G. Simpson’s remarks on, 173, 266-8, 
277-9, 286-7; tallow from, 195, 237, 
241, 242, 243, 244, 253, 254, 283, 314 5 
trade prospects in, 104, 126, 273; 
wheat from, 26, 38, 55, 122, 124, 125, 
126, 133) 238, 241, 253, 273, 2833 314 3 
see also San Francisco 

California, Gulf of, 82, 225, 293 

California, State of, 140 

California, Upper, 136, 207, 237 

Camésun (Fort and Harbour), see Fort 
Victoria 

Canada, xlvi, 237, 55, 98”, 300 

Canadians, xlvi, xlvil, 76, 130, 139, 153, 
199; 3425 357 360 

Canning, William, 12, 137 

Cape Disappointment, 5, 41, 179, 195, 
228 

Cape Flattery, 357 

Cape Horn, 165, 210 

Cape Spencer, Xvi, 131, 177, 291, 353 

Captain Cole (Kanaka), 437, 349, 358, 
364, 376 

Carless, Joseph, 13%, 19%, 21, 36, 39 58; 
71, 127-8, 150, 291, 304, 3753 bio- 
graphy of, 387-8 

Carson, Alexander, 12, 13” 

Carter & Bonus, 197, 108” 

Cascades (Columbia River), 357, 41 

Castorum, 257 

Cattle, 41, 147, 148, 217, 223, 231, 233, 
234 3 see also California 

Cayouse Indians, 128, 129 

Chagres, 18 


Champoeg, 1307 

Chapman, Aaron, 304, 317 

Chapman, Capt., 567, 63, 159 

Chapman & Co., J., 637 

Charcoal, 22 and 1, 94”, 302, 3035 See 
also Coal 

Charlton, Richard, 11 

Chastellain, Monsieur, 236 

Chenamus (Echinamis), brig, 56, 58 

Chinook, 141” 

Christian Advocate and fournal, 187 

Christie, Alexander, xxviii, 10, 40 

Chite River, 217 

Clamet (Klamath), Lake, 183 

Clamet (Klamath), Valley, 145, 183 

Clark, Rev. Harvey, 157 

Clatsop, 191 

Cloth, 72, 164 

Clouston, Edward, 1, 2% 

Coal, 22, 23, 94-5) 127, 215, 228, 302 3 
see also Charcoal 

Colorado River, 82, 225, 258, 267 

Columbia (barque), at Fort Vancouver, 
105, 106, 107, 193, 196 3 commanded 
by C. Humphreys, 8, 119, 132, 141M, 
244, 246, 332 3 insubordination of 
crew of, 244 3 mentioned, 5 and ”, 12, 
13M, 195 23> 35% 97> 122) 123, 131, 134, 
1359 243, 294, 295, 298, 302, 303 5 On 
N.W. Coast, 120, 132, 136, 1963 on 
Sandwich Islands and California route, 
8, 20, 28, 37) 140, 162, 182, 237, 246, 
329, 330, 333 3 return to England of, 
21M, 37, 987, 196, 208; scheme of 
voyages of, 197, 198 

Columbia District, accounts, 4, 104 5 
goods for, 289; in command of 
McLoughlin, xi, xil, 118 ; Indians in, 
70, 117, 1183; McLoughlin recom- 
mends Government protection in, 141; 
marine (naval) establishment in, 5, 196, 
205, 291-2, 316 ; mentioned, 2”, 91, 
23M, 42, 78, 194, 207, 217, 244, 260, 
326; officers required for, 170, 182, 
2333 rations in, 158; servants in, 
xlili, 157, 161-2, 171, 182, 233, 2345 
236, 271, 307-8, see also Sandwich 
Islanders ; settlers for, 17”, 187, 19m, 
78, 119-20, 140-I, 148, 200, 271, 313 5 
Sir G. Simpson’s plans for, 173 
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Columbia River, bar of, xviii, 5 and 2, ° 


35% 41, 98 and n, 105, 137”, 14103 
mentioned, 5”, 147, 19, 255 342, 39, 
62m, 96n, 103”, 108m, 128, 141”, 142n, 
153%, 199, 209N, 222, 250, 265, 268, 
288, 295, 303, 310, 3303 settlers for, 
seé Columbia District, Willamette 
Country ; survey of, 357, 41, 227-8 

Colvile, Andrew, xvii, 167, 19”, 1647, 
304 

Colvile, Eden, 387 

Competition, see Opposition 

Corbin, Israel, 345 

Cote, Mr., 367 

Couch, Capt., 25, 56, 58, 63, 82, 159, 
314 

Cowegin Indians, 216 

Cowes, 192”, 194n 

Cowlitz (barque), at Fort Vancouver, 68, 
250; built, 35%; commanded by W. 
Brotchie, 357”, 42, 250 3 commanded 
by W. H. McNeill, 196 ; logs of, 357, 
292; mentioned, 37, 91, 308, Que 
315, 316, 326, 334, 344, 349, 374 5 on 
N.W. Coast, xxii, xxxiii, 51, 942, 270, 
327, 328, 3455 on Sandwich Islands 
and California route, 35, 92, 104, 166, 
272; raft port of, 6”; sails to Eng- 
land, 162, 305 ; scheme of voyages of, 
197, 198; sold, 35%; to sail for Eng- 
land, 79, 264 

Cowlitz Portage, accounts, 235; coal 
from, 22, 23 ; dairy at, 230, 234, 236 ; 
in charge of J. Tod, 221, 230; men- 
tioned, 8, 15”, 21, 352, 67, 68, 160, 
223, 2333; P.S.A.C. farm at, 16”, 39, 
662, 125, 126, 196, 220-1, 234, 261, 
301; settlers for, 17 and , 18, 77M, 
782, 79, 234, 271, 275, 302 3 wheat and 
other crops at, 25, 39> 41, 63, 125, 126, 
196, 200, 221, 231 

Cowlitz River, 39, 196 

Cows, see Cattle 

Crate, William Frederick, 23, 158, 169, 
229 

Cross Sound, xvi, 23, 103, 264, 281, 285, 
323, 324 

Cunningham, John, 79, 120 

Cushing, Caleb, 58”, 130 

Cushing, John Newmarch, 581, 63 
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DAIRIES, 230, 234, 236 

Dalles (Lower Columbia River), 148 

Dalles (Upper Columbia River), 57, 
1037, 128 

Dalles (Wascopam) Mission, 1881, 191 

Deals, see Timber 

Dease, Peter Warren, 40n 

De Fuca, Strait of, see Juan de Fuca 
Strait ; 

Demers, Modeste, 165, 166, 167 

Depot, for Columbia District, xviii, xx ; 
see also Fort Simpson, Vancouver 
Island 

De Smet, Rev. P. J., 58, 93, 94, 261 

Detroit, xxvii, xxviii 

Diamond (barque), 108, 110, 120, 127, 
132, 134, 136, 140, 295, 303, 330 

Dickson, James, and_ his expedition, 
XXVII-XXVili, XXIX, XXX, 396 

Dodd, Charles, 45, 507, 51, 61, 67, 68, 
82, 84, 85, 91, 137, 153, 162, 170, 228, 
344, 345, 346, 360, 361, 379 

Dogs, Sheep, 210, 223 

Dominis, John, 213 

Donald, John, 14”, 30 

Douglas, James, at Fort Langley, 8; at 
Stikine, 379; at Taku, xii, xliv, 87, 
23, 351; at Fort Victoria, 1667; de- 
positions taken by, xxxiii, 60, 61, 64, 
66, 137, 149, 150, 168, 172, 346, 3595 
367, 380, 381 ; diary of, 82; examin- 
ation of Vancouver Island by, 64, 80, 
81”, 263, 2973 executor to C. Ross, 
202; hisnegotiations with the Russians, 
Xl, Xv, 8”, 23, 28, 177n, 210N, 2326 
2463; his remarks on McLoughlin, 
xvil; his remarks on N.W. Coast 
trade, xxiz ; his visit to and work in 
California, 28, 246, 251-9, 282 ; letters 
and reports by, xiii, xivm, xviin, xxin, 
2n, 3 and 2, 12, 21, 24, 26, 39, 80, 160, 
205, 211, 246, 251, 294, 312, 315, 316 5 
letters from Etholine to, 318, 322 ; 
letters from Governor and Committee 
to, 2m, 5, 26”, 209” ; mentioned, 4, 13, 
14, 46, 50, 55, 139, 152, 155, 163, 1745 
175» 230; 278, 317, 323, 324, 332, 348, 
350, 352, 355, 371 3 not to visit Cali- 
fornia or Sandwich Islands, 10529795 
278, 281, 284-5, 287 ; on N.W. Coast, 
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Douglas, James—cont. 
xv, xliv, 8, 23, 27, 40, 65, 91, 107, 109, 
136, 162, 233; praised by McLough- 
lin, 3, 21-2, 230, 234 3 promoted Chief 
Factor, 21 

Drew, Richard, 304 

Drips, Andrew, 225 

Drunkenness, xiliz, 141” 

Dryad (brig), 184 

Dumais River, 219 

Duncan, Alexander, commands Beaver, 
131, 176, 264; commands Vancouver, 
52, 8, 30, 63, 9O, 131, 210, 230, 318, 
325, 326-8 3 mentioned, 74, 260, 319, 
320 

Duncan, Peter, 208 

Duperé, Joseph, 169 

Durham, John George Lambton, first 
Earl of, 237 


EBBERTS, GEORGE, 31 

Echinamis, see Chenamus 

Edouard, —, 247, 248 

Edwards, Philip Leget, 146 

Ermatinger, Edward, xliv, xlviii 

Ermatinger, Francis, leader of California 
(Southern) Party, 81, 123, 241”, 267, 
275, 279, 284, 286-7, 298, 314; leader 
of Snake Country Party, 4, 160, 224-5, 
226, 231, 246 3 mentioned, 32, 33, 34, 
55, 170, 233, 247, 2493 promoted 
Chief Trader, 75 

Etholine, Adolph Karlovich, agrees to 
abolish liquor sales, 567, 577, 71, 72M, 
307; bills drawn by, 93, 327) 3333 
goods for, 261; governor at Sitka, 
xlv; his agreement with Simpson, 
1772; letters to Douglas from, 318, 
322; McLoughlin’s correspondence 
with, 38, 73, 121, 131, 132, 133, 134, 
135, 196, 321, 325, 326, 329, 381; 
mentioned, 55, 91, 127, 290, 291, 296, 
304, 312, 352 3 Simpson’s correspond- 
ence with, 68, 90, 333, 341%, 348 

Ewes, see Sheep 


FALATINE (TUALATIN) PLAINS, 78, 79, 
120 

Fallerdeau, —, 247 

Fama (ship), 105, 107, 122 
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Fanshaw & Fry, 213 

Fenton, John, 161” 

Fever, 41, 224, 228 

Finlayson, Duncan, 2, 177, 36”, 77, 78n, 
100, 168, 245, 294 

Finlayson, Roderick, accusation of drink- 
ing against, 44-5, 457, 85, 91, 341, 
345-6, 358, 3593 at Stikine, 457, 61, 
Ge, 341, 376,378 5 at Taku, 246; 
biography of, 388-9 ; deposition of, 
377; letters from McLoughlin, jnr., 
tO, XXXV, XXXVi, XXXVil, XXXVIil, 138, 1513 
mentioned, 109, 137 and 7, 154, 365, 
367; transferred from Stikine to Fort 
Simpson, XXX, XXXIli, XXXV, xxxvill, 48, 
49M, 50, 88, 89, 150, 181, 349, 350, 360, 
366, 371, 372, 375» 378 

Fisher, Alexander, 229 

Fitch, Capt., 284 

Flathead Post, 58, 231 

Flatheads (Indians), 94, 261 

Flere, Thomas H., 193, 194, 201, 315, 
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Flett, David, 57 

Flett, David (settler), 782, 120 

Flett, James, 787, 120 

Flett, John, 787, 120 

Flett, William, 79 

Fleuri (Fleury), Benoni, 437, 45, 84, 342, 
344, 346, 349 357) 358, 365, 367, 376 

Flint, Lewis, 69, 306 

Flora (ship), 265 

Flour, for California, 38, 63, 1223 for 
Russians, 54-5, 73%, 120, 124, 197, 300, 
3275 352, 381-2 ; for Sandwich Islands 
(Oahu), 92, 123, 125-6, 136, 140, 194, 
ZOl, 24d, 2935 275, 283.3 for U.S. 
Exploring Squadron, 97 

Flying Fish (U.S. tender), 41, 98 

Forager (ship), 97, 19, 20, 21, 23, 246, 280 

Forbes, James Alexander, 206, 238, 239 

Forcier, Narcisse, 667 

Forrest, Charles, 66, 158 ; biography of, 
389-90 

Forrest, Grant, 390 

Fort Albany, 707 

Fort Albert (Fort Camésun), 137735 see 
also Fort Victoria 

Fort Alexandria, 249 

Fort Boisé, 226 
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Fort Camésun (Camoosan), 136”, 1377, 
160 3 see also Fort Victoria 

Fort Chilcotins, 249 

Fort Colvile, xliv, 3, 357, 98, 222, Bots 
249, 250 

Fort Durham, see Fort Taku 

Fort Edmonton, 1511, 250, 355, 362 

Fort Garry, xxviii, xl, 180 

Fort George, 52, 55, 60, 88, 98, 114, 224, 
228, 244 

Fort Halkett (Dease Lake), 233 

Fort Hall, 82, 190, 191, 226 

Fort Kamloops, 34, 249 

Fort Langley, abandonment of, 216 ; 
accounts, 235; dairy at, 230, 236; de- 
stroyed by fire, 7, 249; farm at, 7; 
fur trade at, 7, 215-16; mentioned, 
XU, I, 27, 98, 120, 134, 231, 2343 new 
fort, 216; outfit for, 1367, 195,197, 211, 
215; re-building of, 8; salmon from, 
7> 37> 63, 92, 195, 196, 197, 198, 216 

Fort McLoughlin, abandonment of, xvi, 
XX, 70, 89, 99, 107, 109, 136, 176, 178, 
213, 214, 263, 264, 275, 281, 285, 287, 
290; 297, 335» 353 5 accounts, 99, 100, 
235, 238; in charge of C. Ross, 350, 
371, 373, 3783 mentioned, xii, xv, 
XXIX, 7; 24, YI, I1§0, 210, 289, 3363 
outfit for, 38, 63; sale of liquor at, 
72M, 150, 373; trade of, 103, 213 

Fort Nisqually, accounts, 235 ; Beaver 
at, Xv, 8, 21 and m, 23, 27, 40, 62, 126, 
246, 259, 3013 dairy at, 230, 236; 
in charge of A. C. Anderson, xix, 126; 
in charge of W. Kittson, 217, 231; in 
charge of A. McDonald (a), 372 ; in 
charge of W. F. Tolmie, 126, 301, 
372 3 mentioned, xxxiii, xliv, 17, 54, 
64, 68, 74, 75, 83, 131, 166, 264, 274, 
287, 304; mission at, 191 ; outfit for, 
1367”, 195, 197, 2115 P.S.A.C. farm 
and stock at, 16”, 41, 234, 2355. 201i 
returns of, 196, 1973 settlers at, 77, 
78 and m, 120, 161, 271, 3023; U.S. 
Exploring Squadron at, 37, 98 ; wheat 
at, 147, 217 5 wool from, 195, 197, 198 

Fort Simpson, accounts, 235, 238, 339, 
340; as supply depot, xv, xvi, 288, 
289; conference at, xv, xxi; estab- 
lished, xii, 184; in charge of J. Work, 
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Fort Simpson—cont. 
XV, XXXV, Xlv, 350, 371, 372, 3733 
liquor sales at, 29, 727, 374; men- 
tioned, xiliz, xiv, Xxx, XXXili, xxxvi, 
XXXVIil, Xliv, 24, 53, 59, 61, 64, 81, 83, 
86m, 100, 103, 131, 133, 139, 172, 177, 
178, 206, 214, 232, 261, 324, 326, 336, 
345, 3593 mutiny on Beaver at, 21 ; 
Opposition at, 212, 2133 outfits for, 
37> 38, 63, 197, 212 5 timber at, 290 ; 
trade of, 7, 51, 89, 151, 205, 212, 372 

Fort Stikine (Stikeen), abandonment of, 
XV1, 59, 89, 99, 263, 275, 281, 285, 287, 
297, 353 3 accounts, xxxviil, 98-9, 100, 
153, 338, 345, 351, 360, 362, 379; 
acquired and established by H.B.C., 
Xil, XXX, 23, 70, 209”, 210”, 232, 246 ; 
affair in 1834 at, 267; in charge of C, 
Dodd, 50m, 85, 137, 344, 3613 in 
charge of McLoughlin, jnr., xxii, xxx, 
XXXIV, XXXV, 457, 49, 61, 151, 152, 155, 
175 352, 3771 378, 3805 in charge of 
D. Manson, 61, 67, 83, 333 ; in charge 
of W. G. Rae, xxx, xxxv, 46, 65, 88, 
180, 246, 376, 377, see also Rae, W. G. ; 
journal of, xxxviii, 95, 360, 379 ; letters 
from, 497, 862, 87, 90”, 340, 343, 3475 
367 ; liquor sales at, 29, 49, 72”, gon, 
150, 374; liquor stocks at, 138, 359; 
mentioned, xv, xxxii, xlviii and 7, gin 
63, 179, 206, 233, 260, 2905) 320,ng 2s 
324, 346, 349, 351, 3643 murder of 
McLoughlin, jnr., at, xxii, xxxi, xli, 
xlvill, 42-50, 137, 308, 309, 310-12, 
340-52, 354, 3555 outfits for, 37, 64, 
131, 133, 197, 229 3 servants at, xxxiii, 
XXXV, XXXVI, XXXVil, xxxix, xlii, xliii, 
xliv, 139, 150, 350, 360, 363, 366, 370, 
371, 372, 373, 3753 Simpson’s re- 
marks on, 362 ; timber at, 290 ; trade 
of, 51, 89, 90m, 103, 151, 350-1, 372 

Fort Taku (Taco, Tacow, Fort Durham), 
abandonment of, xvi, xx, 59> 70, 89, 99, 
107, 109, 136, 176, 177, 263, 264, 2755 
281, 285, 287, 290, 297, 353 3 accounts, _ 
98-9, 100, 340; establishment of, 8m, 
23, 70, 210, 232, 2463 in charge of 
J. F. Kennedy, 327, 350, 371, 3735 374, 
378 5 mentioned, xv, 52, 57, 63, 71, 
gin, 1637, 181, 289, 320, 324, 328, 
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Fort Taku—cont. 
341, 343) 345) 35%, 359, 363, 3793 
naming of, xliv, 237, 209”, 210” ; outfits 
for, 37, 53> 643 sale of liquor at, 29, 
yan, 3743 trade at, 51, 56, 103 

Fort Umpqua, 190, 224 

Fort Vancouver, accounts, 157, 2353 as 
Columbia district headquarters, xviii, 
xlviii; cattle and sheep at, 223; 
cemetery at, xlviliz; dairy at, 236 ; 
improvements at, 224; letters and re- 
ports addressed from, xvi, 27, 3, 6, 7, 
9, II, 12 and #, 212, 30, 31%, 33, 347, 
40 and 2, 42, 56n, 60, 62, 64, 69, 772, 
80”, 95, 962, 1037, 105, 108, 10g, IO, 
Pits 15%, 210, 229, 242, °149,,-151H, 
1607, 179, 184, 192, 193, 201, 202, 205, 
229, 245) 2515 257) 310, 325, 354, 3820 5 
mentioned, xli, Xv, XXV, XXIX, XXX, 
XXXIil, XXXV, XXXVill, Xlvi, 27, 13%, 157, 
18%, 30M, 35%, 54, 73% 752, 93, 94M, 
II4, I15, 124, 132%, 137M, 160, 1637, 
175, 176, 1887, 191, 240”, 260, 264, 
266, 267, 272, 273, 274, 275, 284, 286, 
287, 297, 3025 303, 313, 315, 316, 317, 
330r 331s 332, 333s 344s 345, 346) 351, 
370; mills at, 160”, 162, 163, 223 3 
officers at, 162, 163 3 servantsat, 161-2, 
234; wheat and other crops at, 39, 41, 
63, 125, 126, 130, 200, 222, 2303 See 
also Columbia District 

Fort Victoria (Fort Albert, Fort Camé- 
sun), cargo for, 195, 197, 1983 
Douglas’s report on site of, 160; 
establishment of, xx, xliv, 107”, 136, 
166” ; in charge of C. Ross, xliv, 1367, 
137”, 202 3 map of harbour at, 174; 
mentioned, 237, 817, 139, 142”, 1617 ; 
named, 136, 137%; returns at, 196, 
197; see also Vancouver Island 

Fort William, 121 

Fowler, Bartholomew, 108 and 2, 110, 
MACH PA, LOG JOR 

Fox skins, 332 

Franklin, James, 303 

Fraser, Alexander, xxv 

Fraser, John, xxiva, xxix 

Fraser, Paul, 64 

Fraser River, 77, 357, 199, 207, 216, 247, 
291 
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Fraser, Dr. Simon, xxili, xxiv, xxv, XXVI, 
396 

Frémont, John Charles, 113, 182, 183 

Freymann, Nicholas Von, 40 and x 

Fullertine, John, 70” 

Furs, decline in prices and returns of, 
xli, 306, 3873 sale of, 306; staged, 

_ 70; state of Stikine, 50, 345, 350; 
treatment of, 293; see also Beaver, 
Martens, Otters, etc. 


Ganymede (barque), 81 

Gay, George, 31 

Geiger, Mr., 226 

Gether (sheep-dog), 223 

Gin, 328 5 see also Liquor 
Gingras, —, 247 

Grand Cote, 250 

Grand River, 175 

Grant, Richard, xlz, 46 
Gravesend, 194” 

Great Western Steam Ship Co., 17 
Green River, 82, 225 

Green, Wigrams & Green, 5”, 357 
Greenwich Apprentices, 81 
Grey, Earl, 80” 

Guilbeau, Hilaire, 667 

Gulf of Georgia, 216, 264, 289 
Guns, 213 


HA.eEs, MR., 982 

Halifax Currency, 237 

Halkett, John, 304 

Hamburgh, 25”, 54” 

Hargrave, James, 10 

Harriott, John Edward, 12x 

Harrison, Benjamin, 304, 317, 401 

Harvey, Daniel, 158, 159, 162, 169 ; bio- 
graphy of, 390-1 

Hastings, Lansford W., 130, 313 

Hathaway, Felix, 188% 

Hawaiian Islands, see Sandwich Islands 

Hawes, Benjamin, 80” 

Heald, Edward, 292 

Heath, Joseph, 315 

Heath, William, xiiiz, 79, 80, 244 

Henry & Co., 72 

Heron, George, 437, 47, 86, 87, 138, 149, 
344, 349. 356, 357) 359 3642 365) 
367 
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Heron, James, 477 

Heroux, Jean, 158, 169 

Heroux, Urbain, as a prisoner at Sitka, 
XXX1, Xliv, 68, 132, 312, 329, 344, 354, 
381 ; character and early career of, 
xln, 46, 60, 137, 172, 329, 3603 in- 
ability of Russians to try, xlv, 347, 
368-9 ; mentioned, 84, 91, 139, 349, 
364, 3733 sent to Norway House, 
xlvi ; suspected and charged with the 
murder of McLoughlin, jnr., xxxi, 
xxxil, xl, xli, xii, xlvi, 43, 45, 47, 53, 
90, 150, 154, 172, 181, 340, 342, 344, 
354» 361, 365, 366, 367, 370, 380 

Hides, 141, 242, 284, 289; see also Cali- 
fornia 

Hines, Rev. Gustavus, 183 

Honolulu, see Sandwich Islands 

Hopkins, Edward Martin, 40n, 382” 

Hubbard, —, 31 

Hudson Bay, 2”, 186”, 267 

Hudson, Wm., 41, 98 

Hudson’s Bay Company, Governor and 
Committee of the, accountant to, gn ; 
agent of, 27; agreement (1839) with 
Russians, x1-xil, xv, 87, 25”, 27”, 542, 
72M, 209, 210, 230, 299, 400 ; agree- 
ment (May 13, 1842) with Russians to 
abolish liquor sales, 56, 57”, 71, 721, 
gon ; agreement (May 17, 1842) with 
Russians, 177”, 292-3, 353 appren- 
tices of, 74, 81, 127, 291, 292, 303; 
archives of, xi, xlim, 9m, 16, 457, 70n ; 
Benton’s attack on, 189-91 ; Fur Dept. 
of, 7on; Governor, see Pelly, Sir 
J. H.; letters from McLoughlin to, 
XIV, XVM, XIXN, XXXli”, XXXili, Xxxiva, 
XXXVIli7, I, 3, 6, 75 QM, 12, 30, 33, 40, 
42 and 2, 60, 62, 64, 69, 95, 105, 108, 
III, 112, 113, 119, 131, 142, 144”, 149, 
167, 179, 184, 193, 201,202, 305, 346 ; 
letters from Simpson to, xvin, xixn, 
XXXM, XXXI, XXXII”, 34N, 362, 40n, 56n, 
967, 97, 103M, 121M, I41M, 149, 160M, 
161, 177, 179, 240M, 262, 263, 272, 
281, 295, 297, 299, 346, 369 ; letters to 
McLoughlin from, xxin, xlii-xliii, 27, 
67, 9M, 12M, 13M, 14m, 15m, 17N, 187, 
19M, 220, 27M, 29N, 38n, 62, 70n, 72N, 
732, 96n, 97N, 294, 3053 letters to 
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Hudson’s Bay Company—cont. 
Simpson from, xlin, 157, 54n, 62, 78n, 
193”, 3523 Linn’s attacks on, 184-9, 
IgI ; mentioned, 12”, 14”, 15n, 16, 
19, 23%, 3572, 427, 78n, 161n, 186, 188, 
189, 233; Northern Dept. and Coun- 
cil of, xxix, 1”, 7, 11%, 33, 395 772, 787, 
100, IOI, I10, 136, 140, 1637, 165, 166, 
168, 171, 202, 261, 294, 295, 297, 310 ; 
officers’ obligations to, 314-15 ; pro- 
fits shared, 303, 3163; Secretary to, 
see Barclay, A., Smith, W., Smith, 
W. G. 3 servants, ali, 53, 126, 16, 
301 ; Slacum’s attacks on, 317, 32-3; 
Southern Dept. and Council of, 47, 
77”, 78m, 175, 186m, 295, 310; 
Spaulding’s attacks on, 112, 113-14, 
118, 143-7 3 their attitude to and com- 
ments on young McLoughlin’s mur- 
der ; xli, xliii, xlvii-xlvili, 308, 310-12; 
their claim at Willamette Falls, 1657 ; 
their relations with McLoughlin, xi, 
xl, xlix ; their relations with Simpson, 
xl, xl, xlix ; their views on American 
settlers, 73-4, 313; their views on 
missionaries, 187 

Hudson’s Bay House, 1327, 293, 346 

Humphreys, Charles, 8, 119, 132, 140, 
I4IM, 244, 246, 331, 332, 3333 bio- 
graphy of, 391-2 


INDIANS (natives), 317, 33, 114-15, 116, 
118, 143-6, 186, 187, 190, 191, 307; 
see Blackfeet, Cayouse, etc. 

Iowa Territory, 1307 

Iroquois, xlvi, xlvii, 45, 47, 139, 174, 
3425 3495 357) 359, 360 

Irving, Washington, rr8 

Islands, The, see Sandwich Islands 


JESUITS, see Missionaries 

Johnson (Johnston), —, 777, 79, 234 

Johnson, William, 137 

Johnstone, Mr., 226 

Johnstone (Johnsons, Johnston’s) Strait, 
XV1, 177, 214, 215, 216, 246, 289 

Foseph Peabody (ship), 213 

Jourdain, —, 53 

Journals, Post, 308 

Joyalle, Toussaint, 79 


— 
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Juan de Fuca Strait, xviii, 357, 148, 161, 
198, 211, 216, 264, 289, 291, 310 
Juman, 117, 118 


KAMCHATKA, 54, 124, 213, 352 

Kanakanui, 358 

Kanakas, see Sandwich Islanders 

Kanaquassé, Pierre (Peter, the Iroquois), 
character of, xxxill, xli, 46, 360, 363 ; 
deposition and narrative of, xxxiil, 
XXXIV, 60, 61, 64, 65, 67, 68, 84, 86, 87, 
91, 149, 153, 168, 354, 366, 380; 
discharged, xxill, 344, 347, 354, 37° 3 
held for investigation, xxxiil, xliv, xlv- 
xlvi, 53, 64, 139, 3123 mentioned, 
xiii, 66, 138, 169, 361, 365,.373, 376 3 
plots to murder McLoughlin, jnr., 
XXXL, XXXIV, 43, 46, 109, 137, 139, 1545 
359» 367 

Kawenassé, Antoine, 47, 65, 84, 137, 139, 
150, 153, 154, 349, 364, 365, 366, 373 

Keith, James, xxv, 157 

Kekipi, 437, 86, 349, 358 

Kelley, Hall Jackson, 32, 143 

Kennedy, Alexander, 52 

Kennedy (Canady), John Frederick, 56, 
57> 91, 150, 208, 246, 324, 327, 341, 
348, 350, 359 371, 373, 374) 378 

Keveny, Owen, 186 

Kililukulu, 358, 365 

Killemaux (Tillamook) Indians, 114 

Kittson, William, 217, 231, 233, 249 

Klamath (Clamet) Lake, 183 

Klamath (Clamet) Valley, 145, 183 

Knight Canal (Inlet), 214 

Kooprianoff, Capt., 1777 

Kootenay, 250 

Kygarney Indians, 212 


LACHINE, XXV, XXVii, xxviii, xl, xlvin, 
xlvii, 157”, 167, 183, 273 

Lacourse, Pierre, 251 

Lafleur, —, 247 

Laframboise, Michel, 25, 40, 81, 123, 
144, 160, 1947, 217-20, 232, 233, 258, 


259 ' ] 
Lagace (La Gaise), Pierre, 372 


Lagraisse, —, 179, 3515 3723 376) 377 
Lake of the Woods, 190 


Lake Superior, xxix, 121 
2D 
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Lama (brig), 100, 102, 168, 206, 212, 
262, 334-40 

Lamb, Joe, 358, 364 

Lane, Richard, 777 

Langlois, Rev. L. A., 166, 199 

Laprade, —, 248, 249 

La Purissima Mission, 253 

Lasserte (La Certe), William, 45, 47, 60, 
66, 86, 91, 150, 340, 342, 349, 358, 363; 
365 

Lattey, Alexander, xilin, 141, 392 

Lausanne (ship), 14, I11m, 114, 183n, 
1877, 1887 

Leadenhall Street, 637, 108” 

Lease, Mr., 108, 136 

Le Claire, Louis, 363, 365 

Lee, Rev. Daniel, 31 

Tee, Rev: Jason, xxx, r4, 18, 31, 64, 
146”, 183, 187”, 188% 

Leipsig Fair, 70” 

Lewes, Adolphus Lee, 19”, 81”, 162 ; 
biography of, 392-3 

Licence of Exclusive Trade, 15n 

Lighter, see Beaver 

Lima, 244, 255 

Lindenberg, Mr., 319, 320 

Linn, Lewis Fields, 113, 140”, 182, 184, 
186, 187, 191, 192 

Liquor, (brandy, gin, rum, wine), 29, 
45, 46, 49, 56 and m, 57m, 60, 63, 71, 
72N, 84, 89, 90M, 91, 138, 185, 194, 
200, 292, 307, 328, 342, 346, 359, 363, 
373s 3745 376 

Littlejohn, P. B., 157 

Logan, Robert, 150, 151, 356, 375 

Logie, James, 3 

London, cargo for, 135, 136, 196, 267 ; 
letters addressed to, 9, 11, 12, 33, 40, 
42 and 7, 60, 62, 64, 69, 105, III, 119, 
142, 149, 179, 1843 letters from, 157, 
78m, 1311, 164n, 294, 305, 346 ; men- 
tioned, xxii, xxiv, xli, xlv, 17, 157, 16”, 
19%, 23M, 40M, 42, 637, 74, 94, 987, 106, 
TOS, FLO, IZT, 122, 124, 127, 1422, 
160M, 251, 274, 275, 332, 333. 3343 
vessels from, 22, 26, 34%, 35%, 75) I10, 
120, 202, 250 

Long, John E., 112 

Lowe, Thomas, 163; biography of, 393 

Lumber, see Timber 
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Lynn Canal, 232 
Lynx Skins, 270, 33: 


McAu.Lay, DONALD, 372 
McBean, Charles, xxvii, xxix 
McBean, John, xxvii 
McCarver, Morton M., 111-12 
McDonald, Angus (a), 64, 150, 151, 163, 
170, 181, 261, 350, 371, 372, 374, 375, 
378, 407 5 biography of, 393-4 
McDonald, Angus (b), 82; biography 
of, 394 
McDonald, Archibald, xliv, 24, 75, 105, 
128, 192, 193, 199, 222, 231, 247, 249, 
250 
McDonald, Finnan, 87 
McDonell, Judge John, xxviii 
McKay, Charles, 79, 120 
McKay, John, 144 
McKay, Thomas, 32, 39, 87, 114 
McKenzie, Alexander, 144 
McKenzie, Donald, 174, 367 
Mackenzie River, 24, 53, 246 
McKinlay, Archibald, 34, 128, 129, 249 ; 
biography of, 394-5 
McLean, Donald (c), 248, 249 
McLeod, A. R. (junior), xxvii, xxviii, 
XXxXix 
McLeod, A. R. (senior), II§, 116, 143, 
144 and n 
McLeod, John (junior), 303 
McLoughlin, David, 162 ; 
of, 395-6 
McLoughlin, Dr. David, xxiv, xxv, 
XXXVIl, 356, 395, 396 
McLoughlin, John (junior), biography of, 
396-7 ; burial of, xlviiiz ; character 
of, XXill, XXVi, XXX, XXXVil, xxxix, xl, 
xli-xhi, 45-6, 49-50, 138, 152, 155, 175, 
179, 180, 181, 352» 355, 356, 357-8, 
362-3, 377, 3783 early life of, xxii- 
XXIX ; expenses of investigation into 
“murder of, xlvii, xlviii; his relations 
with Stikine men, xxx, xxxiv, xxxv, 
XXXVI, 60, 61, 67-8, 83, 175, 182, 381 3 
in charge of Stikine, xxii, xxx, xxxiv, 
XXXV, 49, I51, 152, 155,175, 3525 3775 
378, 380; joins H.B.C., xxix ; journal 
of, 95 ; letters to Finlayson from, xxxv, 
XXXVI, XXXVIi, XXXViii, 138, 151 ; letters 


biography 
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McLoughlin, John (junior)—cont. 
to Work from, xxxv, xxxvi, xxxviin, 
49n, 85-6, 87H, 89, 90, 91, 151 ; mur- 
der of, xxii, xxx-xlvili, xlix, 42- 53> 60, 
61, 64-8, 83-91, 109, 137-9, 149-56, 
168-70, 172-3, 309, 310-12, 340-52, 
354-82 ; praised by Simpson, xxxviii, 
152; stationed at Stikine, 246; sta- 
tioned at Fort Vancouver, xxix ; wife 
of, xxiv, 85, 86, 173, 359 

McLoughlin, John (senior), attends N. 
Dept. Council, 1” ; blames Simpson 
for his son’s murder, xxxiii, xxxviii, 
xlii, xlili, 88-9, 312, 375, 379; brother 
of, see McLoughlin, Dr. David ; com- 
ments on Congress reports, 30-3, 113- 
19, 142-83 criticism of, xlii, xiii, 
xlvii, xlix, 160, 308, 311, 312 3 daughter 
of, xxx ; Douglas supports, Xvii ; ex- 
amines Kanaquassé at Nisqually, 
Xxxill, 643; his account with H.B.C., 
xlviliz, 12; his attitude to and com- 
ments on his son’s murder, xxxii, 
XXXIll, XXXIV, XXXV, XXXVil, XXXViil, 
Xxxix, xlil, xliii, xliv, xlvi-xlviii, xlix, 
43-53 59, 64-8, 83-91, 109, 137-9, 149- 
56, 168-70, 172-3, 174, 179-82, 347, 
348, 3495 350, 351, 354-82; his attitude 
towards Simpson’s plans for N.W. 
Coast and California trade, xv, xx, 
xlviil, 70-1, 89, 99-100, 168, 173, see 
also Beaver, N.W. Coast, California ; 
his correspondence with Etholine, 38, 
73, I21, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 196, 
321, 325, 326, 329, 381 ; his land claim 
at Willamette Falls, 165”, 183 and , 
187m, 188 ; his plans for his son, John, 
XXIV, XXVi, XXVil, XXX, 156, 378; his 
plans for N.W. Coast trade, xii-xiii, 24, 
39> 70-1, 276, 334-5 3 his private cor- 
respondence with Simpson, xxii, xxxii, 
177; his preference for posts, xiii, 178 ; 
his proposed visit to Sitka (New Arch- 
angel), xv, 36, 322, 324; his relations 
with the Governor and Committee, xi, 
xl, xlix; his relations with Simpson, 
xi, Xv1, xxii, xl, xlviii-xlix; his views 
on liquor sales, 29 ; his views on trade 
with Russians, 152, 382 ; in charge of 
Columbia district, xi, xii, 118 3 a 
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McLoughlin, John (senior)—cont. 
London, 1”, 274, 275, 3823 letters 
from Douglas to, xiiin, xivn, 24, 39, 80, 
160m, 246, 251, 3153 letters from 
Governor and Committee to, xxiz, 
xlii-xlii, 27, 6”, gm, 12m, 13, 14”, 15N, 
17M, 18M, 19%, 22M, 27N, 29n, 38n, 620, 
70m, 72M, 73M, 96M, 97M, 294, 305 ; 
letters from Simpson to, xx, xxin, 
xxi, XX, xxxixv, xl, xlv, 42, 577, 
72M, 735 91, 942, 153%, 157M, 159, 1632, 
164”, 165, 166, 167, 168, 172, 173, 174, 
177M, 180, 262, 276, 282, 286, 288, 343, 
347> 353» 360, 367, 379, 380, 3823 
letters and statements in his writing, 1, 
42M, TIO, 192, 334%, 335%, 354 3 letter 
to Barclay from, 192 ; letters to Gov- 
ernor and Committee from, xivz, xv, 
XIX7, XXXli7, XXXili7, XXXIV, XXXxviii7, 
I, 3, 6, 7, 9M, 12, 30, 33, 40, 42 and n, 
60, 62, 64, 69, 95, 105, 108, III, 112, 
E14, 359, 131,142, 1447, 149, 167, 179, 
184, 193, 201, 202, 305, 346 ; letters to 
Roberts from, 9, 11 3 letters to Simp- 
son from, Xivv, XIX”, XX71, XX11N, XXX7, 
XXXII72, XXXVI, XXXVilin, xxxixn, xlvz, 
E77, 100.8104, XIE, 126M, 193, 1410, 
168, 201%, 229, 245, 251%, 257, 262, 
292 276, 282, 286, 3075 312, 334, 354, 
378; letters to Smith from, 109, 110; 
mentioned, xxiil, 777 ; movements of, 
XXill, I”, 3, 229-313; on furlough, xi, 
xxix; retirement of, xlix, 110-11 ; 
salary of, xii; Simpson’s opinion of, 
xvii; Spaulding’s remarks on, 118, 
119m, 1433 tour of inspection (1839) 
by, 230-1 3 visits Honolulu, xviii, xxii 

McLoughlin, Joseph, 219, 220 

McLoughlin, Marguerite Wadin McKay, 
XXIll, 395, 396 

McMillan, James, 394 

McMurray, Thomas, 303 

McNeill, William H., as a British subject, 
26; asa Chief Trader, 22 and 2, 26, 
3363; as supercargo of Cowlitz, 79, 
264; commands Beaver, xiv, xv, 21, 
99, 208, 214, 246, 321, 334, 336 5 com- 
mands Cowlitz, 196 ; commands Lama, 
334 336; daughter of, 45” ; examines 
S. end of Vancouver Island, 231 ; his 
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McNeill, William H.—cont. 
opinion of ships’ officers, xiiiz ;_ men- 
tioned, xxxilil, 64, 92, 132”, 199, 230, 
259, 322, 323, 3243 reports on Beaver, 
Xiv, 36, 58, 75, 260; suggests new 
steamer, xiv ; to have charge of marine 
department, 316 

McPherson, Andrew, 447 

McPherson, John, 248 

McPherson, Thomas, character of, xxxiii, 
XXXVI, XXxix, xli, 50, 61, 85, 150, 350, 
356, 360, 361, 374, 3753 deposition 
and statement of, 437, 44, 45 and n, 
172, 341, 344, 346, 349, 357, 367 3 
draws up murder agreement, xxxiv, 60, 
653; engaged, 447 ; his letter report- 
ing young McLoughlin’s murder, 44, 
59) 340; mentioned, 351, 371; pil- 
fering by, 84, 95, 170, 360, 361-2, 364 ; 
sent to Norway House, xlviz 

Mactavish, Donald, 1o4n 

Mactavish, Dugald, 28, 77”, 162, 170, 
245 ; biography of, 397-8 

McTavish, John George, 10, 397 

Mactavish, William, 397 

Manson, Donald, his connection with in- 
vestigations into young McLoughlin’s 
murder, XXXiil, xxxiv-v, xliv, xlv, 64, 
83, 867, 90, 91, 149, 150, 156, 168, 180, 
355> 357> 358, 368 ; in charge at Stik- 
ine, 61, 67, 83, 333 3 in London, 4on ; 
mentioned, xlvin, 57, 68, 199, 367 

Maps, 80, 817 

Martens, 232, 295 

Martineau, Olivier, 66, 86, 364, 365 

Martineau, P., 57 

Maryland (brig), 25 

Meat, 124, 299,319, 327. 331 

Medicines, 164 

Methodist Episcopal Board of America, 
142 

Methodists, see Missionaries 

Mexico, 37, 987, 174, 1837, 206, 225, 
240 243) 2525 2535 317 

Milbanke Sound, 214 

Miles, Betsey, 104” 

Miles, Robert Seaborn, ro4n 

Miller, William, 193, 317, 406 

Mills¥235 385.39, 12251275 100, 162, 163, 
188, 194, 223, 263, 266, 297 
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Missionaries (Missions), H.B.C. views on, 
18 ; in Sandwich Islands, 29 ; Jesuit, 
58, 943 mentioned, 239 ; Methodist, 
14, 64, 75%, 76, 98, 105, 143, 147, 183m, 
187m, 188, 191, 265; Presbyterian, 
15, 34, 191, 261; Roman Catholic, 
gn, 165”, 1667, 167, 261 ; Self-support- 
ING, 15, 227 

Missouri, 14”, 113, 140, 146 and 2, 183, 
184, 200, 225, 226 

Mitchell, William, 80 

Moffatt, Hon. George, xxv, xxvi, xlvi, 
xlvii, 380 

Molasses, 140, 275, 330 

Monterey, 105, 237, 238, 239, 241, 251, 
252, 253, 255, 268, 284, 286, 287, 292, 
298 

Montigny, Narcisse, 76 

Montour, Nicholas, 32 

Montreal, xliii, xlvii, 236, 261, 380 

Montreal Dept., 295 

Moore, Capt., 34 

Moore, Mr., 135, 167, 291, 332-3 

Moose Factory, 294, 360, 379 

Mott, Andrew Cook, 141 

Mount Fairweather, xii 

Mousette, Narcisse, 66 and , 67 

Munro, Dr. Henry, 367 


NAHUA, 358 

Nass, 214 

Neagle, Mr., xxiii 

Nereide (brig), 4, 57, 23; 211, 212, 215, 
228, 235 

Nereus, 56n, 58 

New Archangel, see Sitka 

New Caledonia, 24, 67, 165, 166, 167, 
222, 232, 236, 248, 289, 385 

New South Wales, 125 

New York, xxvii, 1”, 14”, 45n, 1837, 
2OIN, 213, 226 

Newbury, Mass., 123 

Newitti, 24 

Nez Percées, see Walla Walla 

Nez Percées Indians, 128 

Nicholas (Indian), 249 

Nixon & Co., 152, 352, 382 

Normanby, Marquis of, 147 

Northern Department of Rupert Land, 
see Hudson’s Bay Company 
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North West Coast, accounts, 275-6 ; 
Douglas’s report on, 24 ; liquor sales 
abolished on, 71, 72m, see also Liquor ; 
McLoughlin’s plans for trade of, xti- 
Xlll, 24, 39, 70-1, 276, 334-5, see also 
Beaver ; mentioned, 35, 49, 65, 82, 
102, 103, 120, 175, 209”, 215 3 Opposi- 
tion on, xx, 101, 178 3 outfit for, 131, 
136, 288, 289 ; Simpson’s re-organisa- 
tion of trade on, xv, xvi, xvii, xx, 
xlviil, xlix, 100, 168, 262, 281, 308-9 ; 
territory leased from Russians on, 277 ; 
trade of, 230, 232 

North West Company, 159, 1862, 367 

Norway House, xxix, xlvi, xlviii, 1” 

Nute, Dr. Grace Lee, xxvii 

Nye, Capt., 105, 122 


OaHvu (WoAHOO), see Sandwich Islands 

O’Brien, John, 44, 53, 59, 61, 64, 68, 82, 
162, 163, 345-6, 348, 350, 371, 373, 
374, 378 ; biography of, 398-9 

Ochotsk, 299, 329, 331 

Ogden, Peter Skene, 12”, 57, 58, 128, 
170, 184, 248, 249 

Oil, 81, 141, 228, 274, 280, 289, 306 

Okanagan, 357, 57, 248 

Olney, Cyrus, 777 

Onaha, 358 

Oneal, —, 31 

Oolachan (Ullochan) Fishery and Oil, 81, 
345 . 

Opposition, xv, xix, xx, 56, 58-9, 82, ror, 
107, 12%, 1§9, 178, 211, 212-13, 214 
265, 2755 314 

Oregon, Address from Canadians to 
Americans in, 199 ; American settlers 
in, 14%, 313, see also Columbia district, 
Willamette Country, etc. ; boundary, 
XVili, 16”, 80”, 148, 160, 165”, 313, 
399 ; Land Laws of, 200; Legislature 
of, 111m, 2003 mentioned, 145, 1467, 


165”, 166”, 183”, 1872; Organic 
Laws of, 111m, 13023 Provisional 
Government of, 112”, 130”, 140m, 


1882, 200 ; Select Committee on Ter- 
ritory of, 11373; Settlers from Red 
River to, 77%, see also Cowlitz Portage, 
Fort Nisqually ; Supreme Court of, 
77m; see also Columbia District 


INDEX 


Oregon (ship), 98 ; see also Thomas Perkins 

Oregon City, 1657 

Oregon Milling Company, 188” 

Oregon Provisional Emigration Society, 
14m, 152 

Orkneymen, 157” 

Otchin, John, 77”, 79, 120 

Otters, Land and Sea, for rent, sale or ex- 
change with Russians, 27 and 7, 28, 
515 72) 1245 133-59 174) 177M 178, 2355 
259-60, 270-1, 292-3, 299-300, 318, 
320, 321-2, 324, 326, 327, 331, 332, 
345 ; from Southern Party, 257, 257 ; 
see also California 

Owhyhees, see Sandwich Islanders 

Oxley, John, 142 


Pallas (brig), 123, 130 

Pambrun, Pierre Chrysologue, 157, 22, 
325 34 

Panama, Isthmus of, 187 

Parker, Rev. Samuel, 32, 33, 239 

Pavilion River, 247 

Payette, Francois, 233 

Peacock (U.S. sloop of war), 37, 41, 96, 98 

Peale, Titian R., 189 

Pease, 25, 77, 158, 231 

Peirce & Brewer, 140, 147 

Peirce, H. A., 140”, 143, 147 

Pelican Bay, 267 

Pelly, Augustus Edward, 401 

Pelly & Co., Albert, 401 

Pelly, George, accounts Of LI 22915) aS 
H.B.C. agent at Oahu, 4, 9, 20, 35, 
123, 196, 211, 227, 269, 270; 280, 405 5 
mentioned, 34, 40”, 74 3 terms of em- 
ployment of, 269 

Pelly, Henry Hinde, 399 

Pelly, Sir John Henry, as agent for Rus- 
sians, 197, 127, 132%, 141, 300, 303, 
304, 328, 330, 332 3333 as agent for 
P.S.A.C., 167, 197, 164n ; biography 
of, 399-401 3 letters to, xvin, Xxii7, 
xlixz ; mentioned, 807, 3173; on 
young McLoughlin’s murder, xlv 

Pelly, Richard Wilson, 399 

Pelly, Robert Parker, 401 

Pelly, Simpson & Co., 19 and 7, 3'75 1317, 
325 

Pemmican, 55 
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Pendleton, Mr., 114” 

Pettygrove, Francis, 201, 396 

Pic, 367 

Pierce & Brewer, see Peirce & Brewer 

Pigs, 223 

Planks, see Timber 

Ploughs, 127, 251, 302 

Point Highfield, 210” 

Point Roberts, 98 

Pork, Salt, see Meat 

Porpoise (U.S. brig), 41, 98 

Port Discovery, 37 

Portland (Oregon), 77”, 111” 

Portland Canal, xi 

Posts, advantage of over ships, xiii, Xvlil, 
56, 71, 100, 103, 309, 334-6 

Potatoes, 25, 158, 216 

Pouhow (Kanaka), 60, 358 

Presbyterians, see Missionaries 

Pressé, Francois, character of, 47, 360, 
363 ; fired at by Kanaquassé, 43, 46, 
65, 66, 347, 3703 held in connection 
with young McLoughlin’s murder, 
xliv, xlv, xlviz, 139, 312 ; mentioned, 
349, 358, 3653 punished by young 
McLoughilin, 47, 91, 175, 379 

Prince Albert (ship), 62m, 264, 266, 267, 
275) 279; 284, 294, 328 

Prince of Wales (ship), 62” 

Prince Rupert (ship), 294 

Provencher, Rt. Rev. Joseph Norbert, 
Bishop of Juliopolis, 1657, 261 

Provisional Government, see Oregon 

Puget Sound, xvill, 97, 157, 35%, 75, 98, 
1607, 161m, 217, 246, 264, 281, 285, 
291, 296 

Puget’s Sound Agricultural Co., affairs 
in charge of W. F. Tolmie, 126, 301 ; 
agents, 197; agreement with Red 
River settlers, 777, 78-9 ; archives of, 
16n, 160n ; cargo for, 9n, 295 ; cattle 
and sheep for, 20, 28, 41, 233 3 dairies, 
72n, see also Dairies; Deed of Settle- 
ment of, 16”; farm at Cowlitz Por- 
tage, 16”, 39, 125, 126, 196, 234, 261, 
301, see also Cowlitz Portage ; farm at 
Nisqually, 167, 234, 301, see also Fort 
Nisqually ; formation of, Xl, 167 3 
mentioned, 15”, 141, 315 3 possessory 
rights of, 167 5 servants, 126, 301 
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QUAKEOLTH, QuACOLTs (Kwakiutl) Vil- 
lage, xvi, 36 and n 

Quaquill Indians, 36” 

Quatkay (Quatkie), xxxvii, 867 

Quebec, 1657, 166m, 179” 

Queen Charlotte Sound, xiii, PeE Ee ie 


Rak, WILLIAM GLEN, appointed Chief 
Trader, 75, 127; at San Francisco, 
62-3, 123, 194 and m, 267 ; exonerates 
McLoughlin, jnr., of violence, xxxvii, 
138, 149, 357, 3593 in charge of Cali- 
fornia business, 35, 106, 107, 122, 195, 
272, 3143 in charge of Stikine, xxx, 
XXXV, 46, 65, 88, 154, 180, 246, hf 
360, 362, 364, 374, 376, 377 5 instruc- 
tions to, 38, 122, 266, 268, 273, 277, 
279, 283; mentioned, gon, 120, 136, 
140, 196, 282, 284, 341; to lead ex- 
pedition to Stikine River, 209” ; wife 
of, xxx 

Rapide des Morts, 250 

Raymond, Narcisse, 82 

Record, John, see Ricord, John 

Red Bay, 256, 258, 267, 279 

Red Lake, xxix 

Red River Settlement, letters addressed 
from, 157”, 159, 1637, 165; men- 
tioned, xx, xxvii, xxviii, xxix, 232, 104M, 
151m, 1657, 183, 261, 281, 296, 378 ; 
N. Dept. Council at, 1”, 1367; sett- 
lers to Oregon from, 17 and 2, 740, 
79M, 119-20, 271, 302 

Redoute St. Dionyse, 320 

Rendall, James, 236 

Requisitions, 4, 29, 37, 69, 92, 94, 127, 
142, 164, 193%, 228-9, 259, 269, 289, 
303 

Richmond, Dr., 64 

Ricord (Record), John, 183 

Ritchieff, Mr., 55 

Rivers Canal (Inlet), 215 

Roberts, Edward, 9, 11 ;_ biography of, 
401-2 

Roberts, George Barber, 81, 162, 41g 

Rocky Mountains, xlvi, 272, 75n, 78n, 
94, 119M, 1547, 187, 191, 250, 313, 333 

Roe, Howard, 31 

Rogers, Mr., 34 

Rogue River, 116, 220 
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Rogue River Indians, 116 

Roman Catholics, see Missionaries 

Ross, Charles, appointed Chief Trader, 
127, 1422, 303 3 biography of, 402-4 ; 
children of, 1377, 142 3 death of, 202 ; 
in charge of Fort McLoughlin, 350, 
371, 373, 378; in charge of Fort Vic- 
toria, xliv, 109, 136”, 137”, 202 

Ross, Donald, xliv, 235, 245, 393 

Ross, Walter, 1427 

Rowand, Alexander, 40”, 179, 351, 376, 
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Rowand, John (senior), at Stikine, xxxvi, 
XXXVlll, 88, 351, 3763 his remarks on 
McLoughlin, jnr., xxxix, 527, 88, 89, 
I51, 153, 180, 351, 354-6, 362, 374, 
375» 376, 3773 in Columbia district, 
40 ; mentioned, 168, 179” 

Royal Geographical Society, 13 

Royal Mail Steam Packet Co., 18” 

Rum, see Liquor 

Rupert Land, xlvi, 1657, 354 

Russia, criminal jurisdiction of, xxxi, xlv, 
67, 90, 149 311, 312, 369, 370; men- 
tioned, xxii, 567, 937 

Russian American Company, agents of, 
19, 304; agreement (1839) with 
H.B.C., xi-xii, xv, 8%, 25”, 277, 542, 
72M, 196, 209, 210M, 230, 299, 400 ; 
agreement (May 13, 1842)with H.B.C., 
to abolish liquor sales, 56, Buin Gh 
72m, gon ; agreement (May 17, 1842) 
with H.B.C., 177, 292-3, 353 3 beaver 
exchanged for otters with, 28, 51, 124, 
133-5) 299-300, 331-2 ; bills drawn on, 
93> 142, 270, 319; 323, 3275 333 3 bute, 
ter for, 27, 72-3, 230, 236, 259, 300, 
319, 322-3, 326, 3293; cargo for, 8, 
62m, 107, 108, 119, 120, 131 and a, 
132 and 7, 136, 140, I41, 179, 270, 288, 
290, 295, 316, 325 3 competition with, 
XV correspondence with, 73, 307, 
318-33 ; Douglas’s negotiations with, 
Xl, XV, 82, 23, 28, 177”, 232, 246 : 
flour for, 54-5, 73”, 120, 124, 197, 300, 
327, 352, 381-2 3 Kamchatka contract 
of, 54, 352 ; lendservants to H.B.C., 94”, 
302 ; liquor sales by, 29 ; manager of, 
38” ; mentioned, 40”, 98, 103, 209” ; 
otters for rent, sale or exchange with, 27 
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Russian American Company—cont. 
and 1, 28, 51, 72, 124, 133-5) 174) 177%, 
178, 235, 259-60, 270-1, 292-3, 299- 
300, 318, 320, 321-2, 324, 326, 327, 
331, 332, 3453 ships and building 
facilities of, 131, 291, 304 ; Simpson’s 
negotiations with, 25”, 54”, 56, 5773 
supplied by Americans, 213; their 
attitude to and difficulties about young 
McLoughlin’s murder, xxxi, xlv, 329, 
347, 369, 370, see also Russia, Sitka ; 
their post at Bodega, 557, 206, 319 ; 
their relations with H.B.C., 24, 100, 
307 3 wheat and grain for, 8, 26, 37-8, 
BR 108, 120, 329, 192, 1925.1 93;. £96, 
197, 209, 238, 244, 260, 273, 283, 318, 
319, 324, 326, 327, 329, 332) 3339 3525 
381-2 

Russians, see Russian American Com- 
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SACRAMENTO RIVER, 98, 145, 239, 240”, 
241M, 267, 275, 279, 298 

ot. Louis, 75, 76, 94, 225, 2407, 261 

St. Petersburgh, bills on, 93, 133, 270, 
300, 31753 mentioned, 28, 407, 72, 
209M; 299, 328, 329) 331, 332) 353 

Saix, see Shakes 

Salem, 58, 63 

Salmon, complaints about, 265, 274, 305 ; 
fishing, xlviii, 24, 264 ; fishing at Wil- 
lamette Falls, 25, 58, 265 ; for London 
market, 228, 265, 305; for Oahu 
(Sandwich Islands), 5, 35, 37, 63, 925 
123, 136, 194, 230, 268, 269, 272, 276, 
298, 3353 issued to servants, 158 ; 
mentioned, 41, 65, 148, 159, 289; 
prices of, 37, 227, 305 3 prospects of, 
63, 82; sent to California, 63; Var- 
ney trades, 37, 96, 275; see also Fort 
Langley 

Salmon River, 191 

Salt, 140, 197, 198, 275 

Salt Meat, see Meat 

Sands, Hodgson, Turner & Co., 19” 

Sandwich (Hawaiian) Islands, (Honolulu, 
Oahu (Woahoo)), accounts, 123; 
agent at, 49”, 273-4, 280-1, 4055 as 
part of Columbia district, 11 ; butter 
for, 27” ; cargo (salmon, timber, etc.) 
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Sandwich (Hawaiian) Islands—cont. 
for, 4, 5, 8, 19%, 34%; 35, 37, 63, 92, 108, 
EIQ, 12%, 124, £36, E40, 153, 178) TOA, 
197, 223, 230, 232, 288, 3353 credit 
system in, 278, 283; dollars at, 106, 
122; flour for, 92, 123, 125, 136,140, 194, 
ZOU; 244, 273, 278) 283, 38%5 goods 
and stocks at, 92, 123, 196, 298 ; goods 
for Russians from, 228, 230; hides 
from, 242 ; letters from, xviii, xxi, 104, 
156, 2375 238, 240%, 262, 272, 276, 282, 
286, 295, 3533; McLoughlin’s sug- 
gested visit to, 105, 124, 281, 287; 
meeting place of Simpson and 
McLoughlin, xviii, xix, xxii; men- 
tioned, 23, 28, 427, 74, 102, 130, 135, 
I4IM, 14.7, 152, 166, 167, 174, 182, 183 
AMG'72,0093, 2025 21%, 213, 239, 240% 
246, 255, 267, 275, 292, 293, 305s 314, 
315, 317, 362, 3743 Paulet’s occupa- 
tion of, 406 ; politics of, 280 ; requisi- 
tion for, 29; servants from, 210, see 
also Sandwich Islanders; A. Simp- 
son’s connection with, 405-6; Sir G. 
Simpson’s views on business in, 273-4, 
279-81 ; trade prospects in, 4, 6, 20, 
227, 268, 274, 298; U.S. naval agent 
In, 201 

Sandwich Islanders (Blue Men, Kanakas, 
Owhyhees), xlvi, xlvii, 45, 47, 53, 60, 
139, 153, 154M, 162, 171, 182, 239, 244, 
271, 340, 346, 349, 366, 376 

San Blas, 253 

San Diego, 253 

San Francisco (St. Francisco, Yerba 
Buena), bay of, 81, 98, 117, 148, 207, 
24ON, 257, 258, 259, 267, 275, 279 5 
establishment at, 104, 173, 244, 2555 
256, 272, 277, 282, 286 ; harbour of, 
161, 252 3 mentioned, 357, 41, 98, 105, 
106, 107, 122, 143, 146, 237, 238) 2455 
253, 283, 284; W. G. Rae at, 62-3, 
123, 136, 194, 2673 see also Cali- 
fornia 

Sangster, James, xili7 

San Louis Mission, 253 

San Pedro, 253, 256 

Santa Barbara, 241, 253, 268, 286, 292 

Santa Fe, xxvil, 226 

Sault Ste. Marie, xxvii, xxix, 367 
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Saskatchewan Brigade, 17 

Scarborough, James, 174n, 208, 294 

School and Schoolmasters, 261 

Sea Coal, see Coal 

Sea Horse Teeth, 81, 332 

Sea Lion Hides, 81, 306 

Sea Otters, see Otters , 

Self-supporting Missionaries, see Mission- 
aries 

Semple, Robert, 186 

Servants, see Columbia District, Hudson’s 
Bay Company 

Settlers, 171, 174, 188, 189, 200; see also 
Columbia District, Cowlitz Portage, 
Fort Nisqually, Oregon, Willamette 

Seven Oaks Massacre, 186” 

Shakes (Saix) and his son, 86%, 359, 
367 

Shasta (Sasty, Shasty) Mountains, 268 

Shasta Valley, 145 

Sheep (ewes, etc.), 41, 210, 217, 223, 231, 
233, 3903 see also California 

Ships, advantage of posts over, xiii, xviii, 
56, 71, 100, 103, 309, 334-6 3 captains 
and mates of, xili, 270, 292, 293 ; cost 
and difficulty of building, 100, 121 ; 
extra one required from England, 
288-9 ; in California trade, 254 ; issue 
of liquor on, 2923; logs, 357, 292; 
measurement of, 38” ; mentioned, 62 ; 
new one launched, 223 ; new one re- 
quired, 38, 106, 122, 196, 198, 199; 
raft port in, 6 ; water tanks of, 315-16 

Shoes, 69, 306 

Siberia, xxi, xlv, 57”, 149, 300, 347, 369, 
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Signay, Archbishop, 1657 
Simpson, Amilius, 184, 316, 404 
Simpson, Alexander, 8, 20, 26, 28, 230, 
237, 246; biography of, 404-6 
Simpson, Sir George, as P.S.A.C. agent, 
167, 19”, 78n, 164” ; blamed for young 
McLoughlin’s murder, xxxiii, xxxviii, 
xlii, xlili, 88-9, 312, 375, 3793 criti- 
cises McLoughlin, xxx, xlviii, 160; 
daughters of, 1o4m ; depositions taken 
by, XXXl, XXXil, xxxiv, xli, xlii, 42-3, 
45-75 51, 53, 593 65, 83, 84, 86, gon, gt, 
138, 149-50, 152, 170, 175, 181, 343, 
344 3459 347, 3485 357, 358; 367, 370, 


Simpson, Sir George—cont. 


3813; his attitude to and comments on 
young McLoughlin’s murder, xxii, 
XXX, XXXl, XXXll, XXxix, xlv, xlvi-xlvii, 
KIX, 435 $1, §25 68, 85, 149, 150,. name 
153, 155, 156, 168, 169, 172, L745) £79, 
180, 181, 343-5) 347-525 354, 360, 363, 
365, 367, 368, 369, 370, 371, 373, 
3745 377) 378, 379 3 his correspondence 
with Etholine, 68, 90, 333, 3417, 348 ; 

his correspondence (private) with 
McLoughlin, xxii, xxxil, 17773 his 
correspondence with Wrangel, 331; 
his journey round the world, xiv, 1797, 
3873; his letter books, 262m, 276n, 
2862, 288”, 3432; his opinion of the 
Beaver, xix ; his opinion of McLough- 
lin, xvii; his plans for a lighter, see 
Beaver ; his relations with the Gover- 
nor and Committee, xl, xlii, xlix ; his 
relations with McLoughlin, xi, xvi, 
xxii, xl, xlviii-xlix; his views on 
McLoughlin’s retirement, 110-11 ; his 
views on settlers, 271 ; inspects N.W. 
Coast, xiv-xv, xxx ; letters from Gov- 
ernor and Committee to, xlin, 157, 54m, 
62m, 78n, 193”, 3523 letters from 
McLoughlin to, xivu, xixm, xxm, xxiin, 
XXX, XKXIIM, XXXVIIN, XXXVilin, XXxixn, 
xlvm, 7M, 17M, 100, 104, III, 128”, 133, 
151”, 168, 201M, 229, 245, 2512, 257, 
2625 272512705 292 280, 130709 2enaRe 
354, 3783 letters to Governor and 
Committee from, xvin, xixm, xxxn, 
XXX1, XXXli7, 34m, 36”, 40m, 56n, 96n, 
97) 103%, 121M, 141%, 149, 160, 1610, 
177) 179, 2402, 262, 263, 272, 281, 295, 
297, 299, 346, 369; letters to 
McLoughlin from, xxm, xxin, xxiin, 
XXXi, Xxxix#, xl, xlv, 42, 57”, 72M, 73, 
947, 1532, 1572, 159, 163%, 164n, 165, 
166, 167, 168, 172, 173, 174, 177M, 180, 
262, 276, 282, 286, 288, 343, 347, 353, 
360, 367, 379s 380; 382 5 mentioned, 
Xill”, XXili, XXiV, XXVi, 27, 47, 48, 49, 
50, 79, 92, 108, 154m, 161, 164, 195, 
314, 328, 3293 negotiates with Rus- 
sians, 257, 54 and m, 56, 57”, 71, 177M, 
299, 307; plans against Dickson ex- 
pedition, xxvii, xxviii, xxix ; punishes 
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Simpson, Sir George—cont. 
servants, 175, 176; reorganises N.W. 
Coast trade, xv, xvi, xvii, xxi, xlviii, 
70-1, 89, 262, 2813 reorganisation 
criticised, xx, xlvili, 56, 70-1, 101 ; 
secretary to, 3822; visits California, 
xvili, 2773; Columbia district, xiv, 
20, 2773 Fort McLoughlin, xv; 
Fort Nisqually, 287 ; Fort Vancouver, 
xiv, xv, 40, 250; Honolulu (Oahu), 
Xvili, xxii, 162 ; London, xli, 9”, 407, 
160m, 281, 294; New York, 14”; 
Red River, 378; Sitka (New Arch- 
angel), xliv, 36, 40, 94, 57% 71, 94”, 
270, 323, 324, 327) 341%, 345, 351; 
378; Stikine, xv, xxii, XXXI, XXXVI, 
xxxvili, xlii, 46, 61, 343; Taku, xv, 
163M, 351 

Simpson, G. W., 1317 

Simpson, Maria, 104” 

Simpson, Thomas, 404, 406 

Sinclair, James, 77”, 78, 79” 

Sitka (New Archangel), agreement made 
at, 57n, 177m ; bills drawn at, 93, 300, 
3173 cargo sent to, 54, 63, 106, 119, 
LZOsI 22 Gt oe Loo orl QA sel Asn 52. 
153) 179, 196, 197, 213, 279 295, 303, 
316, 325, 330 382 5 criminal jurisdic- 
tion at, xxxi, 67, 90, 311, 347, 369, 370, 
see also Russia; Douglas visits, xliv, 
23, 351 3 governor of, xli, xlv, 28, 121, 
259, 3543 letters from, 56”, 72, 737, 
94M, 288, 307, 318, 321, 326, 329, 341M, 
353, 355; Lutheran minister from, 
45 3 mentioned, 23, 55, 104, 127, 135, 
198, 260, 291, 293, 302, 319, 327, 328, 
332, 337. 372. 378 3 otters to be sent 
tO, 27, 124, 270, 299, 3453 sale of 
liquor at, 29, 72”; ship building 
facilities at, 296, 304, 331 3 Simpson 
visits, XV, XXli, xxxi, xliv, 36, 40, 54, 
57M 71, 270, 323, 327) 345) 351s 378 § 
men concerned in Stikine murder sent 
to or at, xxxv, xliv, 43, 53, 61, 64, 67, 
83, 311, 312, 344, 354, 368 

Skins, see Furs 

Slacum, William A., 30”, 31 and.n, 32, 
116, 143, 146 

Slade & Pitcher, 127 

Smith, Alvin T., 157 
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Smith, Jedediah, 32, 114, 115, 116, 143, 
145, 146, 190 

Smith, Philip, character of, xxxiii, xxxiv, 
so and m, 52, 60, 85, 150, 348-9, 350, 
361, 371, 372-3, 374, 375) 3803 
charges McLoughlin, jnr., with em- 
bezzlement, 137, 170, 172, 3613; de- 
position of, 437, 65, 86, 149, 170, 344, 
348, 357, 358, 361, 365, 366, 367 ; 
mentioned, 84, 341, 342, 351, 363 

Smith, William, 27, 157”, 40”, 427, 109 
and m, L110, 137%, 229” 

Smith, William Gregory, 777, 387 

Smith’s River, 219 

Snake Country, accounts, 235; in 
charge of F. Ermatinger, 4, 160, 224-5, 
226, 231, 2463 mentioned, 127, 137, 
15%, 32, 75, 76, 92, 118, 1355 LOT G7, 
182, 190, 240”, 268, 367 3 profits in, 
4n ; sale of liquor abolished in, 29 

Snow, Capt., 212, 230 

Southern Department of Rupert Land, 
see Hudson’s Bay Company 

Southern Party, accounts, 235; men- 
tioned, 211, 240, 2563 profits of, 47, 
25m, 2593; under F. Ermatinger, 275, 
314; under M. Laframboise, 25”, 160, 
194”, 217-20; see also Beaver, Cali- 
fornia 

Spars, see Timber 

Spaulding, Josiah, arrives in Columbia 
River, 14; attacks H.B.C., rrr-r3, 
113-14, 143-73 commands Lausanne, 
14, 111m; his journal (letter), 1117, 
I14m, 116, 117-18, 182 5 mentioned, 
56; praises McLoughlin, 118-19 

Spear, Nathan, 238 

Spence, Mr., 268 

Spence, Archibald, 79, 120 

Spence, John, 77, 120 

Spencer, John C., 752 

Spencer, William, 53 

Spirituous Liquors, seé Liquor 

Spokane, 191 

Staged Skins, 70 

Starling, H.MLS., 227, 228 

Steamer, see Beaver 

Steel, James, 40, 64, 237 5 biography of, 
406-7 

Stikine River, 87, 2097, 210%, 319; 353 
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Stromness, 1, 27 

Strychnine, 164 

Sugar, 140, 275, 330 

Sulphur, H.M.S., 227 

Surridge, Richard, 69, 306 
Sutter, John Augustus, 240, 267 
Swanson, William, 108 

Sydney (New South Wales), 125 
Sylvester, Capt., 123, 130 


Taku (Tacow) RIver, 8”, 246 

Tallow, 158, 236, see also California 

Tate (Tait), John, 79 

Thermometers, 164 

Thom, Adam, xlvi, 165 

Thomas Perkins (ship), 37, 41, 98, 212, 
213, 265; see also Oregon 

Thompson, Capt., 19, 246 

Thompson River District, 33, 61, 67, 
DA Pre? Alice e a2 Ol 

Three Rivers, xlz, 172, 360 

Tillamook (Killemaux) Indians, 114 

Timber, for Sandwich Islands, 4, 5, 6, 
35 39, 63, 92, 123, 136, 194, 227, 230, 
268, 269, 272, 298 ; spars, 6, 91, 140, 
267, 290, 305 

Tobacco, 69, 164 

Tod, John, xliv, 61, 67, 221, 230, 231, 
249 

Todd, Chief Trader William, 162” 

Todd, William, junior, 162 

Tolmie, William Fraser, 777, 126, 235, 
301, 372 

Tomlins, Capt., 1937 

Tracey, B. Pia, ace 

Tranquille (Indian chief), 247, 248 

Traps, 92 

Trinidad Bay, 211, 217, 267 

Trudelle, Jean Baptiste, 236 

Tschitschagoff (brig), 319 

Tualatin (Falatine) Plains, 78, 79, 120 

Tumen, —, 144, 145 

Turner, —, 31 

Turner, —, 145 


ULLACHAN FISHERY, see Oolachan 
Fishery 

Umphreville, Canote, 57 

Umpqua Country, 25, 123, 287 

Umpqua River, 114, 115, 190 


United States Exploring Expedition, 34, 
37, 41, 422, 97-8, 18923; see also 
Wilkes, Charles 

United States of America, Congress Re- 
ports, 30, 140, 142-3 3 Government of, 
34n, 76; Senate, 113, 184, 189 


Valleyfield (ship), 62, 63%, 73, 745 75) 92, 
131, 132 and #, 195, 296, 300, 313, 314, 
316 

Vallijo, General, 136, 218, 219, 238, 239, 
239, 240, 256, 258, 259, 267 

Vallijo, Mr. Salvador, 238 

Valparaiso, 75, 104, 255 

Vancouver, see Fort Vancouver 

Vancouver (barque), accounts, 235; at 
Fort Vancouver, 69, 105, 106, 107, 
132, 171, 205, 2103 built, 52; cargo 
for Russians on, 8, 19, 120, 136, 232, 
270, 318, 319, 320, 324, 3273 com- 
manded by W. Brotchie, 131, r4r, 
264 ; commanded by A. Duncan, 5, 
8, 30, 63, 90, 131, 210, 230, 318, 325, 
326; commanded by A. C. Mott, 
141”; damaged, 29, 210; in Eng- 
land, 13”, 70m ; mentioned, 8, 19, 22”, 
357, 62, 92, IGA, 122, 123, 1320;91025 
182, 194, 224, 227, 229n, 273, 297, 
328; sails for England, 141, 1427, 
246 ; wrecked, 57, 141” 

Vancouver Island, coal from, 22, 23, 215, 
228 ; examination of S. end of, 64, 80, 
231, 263, 297 3 McLoughlin’s remarks 
on S. end of, 231 ; map of, 80; men- 
tioned, 167, 237, 362, 1667, 178, 210”, 
214; mills on, 297-8; post for N. 
end of, xili, XVili, 24, 39, 71, 103, 246, 
276, 334, 3363 post (for depot) on S. 
end of, xvili, xx, xlix, 70, 107, 109, 121, 
131, 136, 263, 289, 297, 315 3 settlers 
for, 271 3 see also Fort Victoria 

Varney, Capt., 37, 41, 96, 97, 212, 265, 
275 

Vavasour, Lieut. M., 1747 

Vincennes (U.S. sloop of war), 41, 98, 


143” 


WAGES, 99 
Waldron, R. R., 41, 96 
Wallace, Robert, 103, 229” 
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Wallamette, see Willamette 

Walla Walla (Nez Percées), 15, 34, 35%, 
40n, 98, 128, 129, 162, IgI 

Waller, Rev. Alvan F., 1837, 187, 188 

Wallis, Charles, 303 

Wapatoo Island, 230 

Wascopam (Dalles) Mission, 1887 

Washington, D.C., xxvii, 1437, 1897 

Washington Territory, 77” 

Wave (schooner), 34, 280 

Whale Fishing, xlviii, 263, 289 

Whalers, 176, 178 

Wheat and other crops, at Cowlitz Port- 
age, 25, 39, 41, 63, 125, 126, 196, 200, 
221,231 3; at Fort Nisqually, 147, 217 ; 
at Fort Vancouver, 39, 41, 63, 125, 126, 
130, 200, 222, 230 ; dirty state of, 132- 
3; for Fort Victoria, 195, 1973; for 
Russians, 8, 26, 37-8, 55, 108, 120, 125, 
132, 152, 153, 196, 197, 209, 238, 244, 
260, 273, 283, 318, 319, 324, 326, 3275 
329 332 333» 352» 381-2 3 from Cali- 
fornia, 26, 38, 55, 122) 124, 125, 126, 
133, 238, 241, 253, 273, 283, 3143 
from Willamette Settlement, 58, 124, 
125, 147, 163-43 price of, 55, 97, 
124-5, 1523 P.S.A.C., 196; state of, 
255 41, 775 109, 130, 200 ; yield of, 147 

Whidbey (Whitbey’s) Island, 167 

Whitcombe, —, 31 

White, Elijah P., 75, 76, 77, 128, 129, 147, 
313 

Whitman, Marcus, 15, 34 

Wilkes, Charles, 347, 37, 41, 421, 96, 98, 
143, 1473 see also United States Ex- 
ploring Expedition 

Willamette Country (Settlement, Valley), 
American settlers in, xviii, 147, 31, 58, 
73-4) 75, 76, 107, 129-30, 159-60, 226, 
313; Canadians in, 76, 130 ; descrip- 
tion of, 16; H.B.C. servants in, 18, 
189, 234, 271, 275, 313 3 mentioned, 
137, 78M, 114, I15, 116, 117, 128, 146, 
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Willamette Country—cont. 
279; Methodist missionaries in, 757, 
76, 187 and m, 1887, 191, 265 ; Roman 
Catholic missionaries in, 166”;  set- 
tlers’ crops in, 25, 41, 2003; settlers 
from Red River for, 17, 787, 79, 120 ; 
wheat from, 124, 125, 147, 163-4 

Willamette Falls, land to be taken for 
H.B.C. at, 266 ; McLoughlin’s land 
claim at, 165, 183 and m, 187m, 188 ; 
mentioned, 357, 58, 82 ; mills at, 1617, 
266, 297-8 ; salmon fishing at, 25, 58, 
265 

Willamette River, 357, 188 

Wilson & Scott, 268, 284, 287 

Wines, see Liquor 

Woahoo (Oahu), see Sandwich Islands 

Wolves, 164” 

Wood, see Timber 

Woodward, Capt., 63, 74 

Wool, 141, 195, 197, 198, 228, 289 

Work, John, at Fort Vancouver, 230 ; 
commands Beaver, 21 ; health of, 150, 
261, 350, 3713; his opinion of young 
McLoughlin’s murder, xxxvill; in 
charge at Fort Simpson, xv, xxxv, xlv, 
51, 350) 371, 372, 373» 37835 letters 
from McLoughlin, jnr., to, xxxv, XXXVi, 
XXXViiN, 497, 85-6, 877, 89, 90, 91, 151, 
381 5 mentioned, 44, 61, 837, 88, 182, 
215, 233, 345, 3593 Other letters to, 
44 and nm, 159, 340 

Wrangell, Baron Ferdinand, xlv, 25”, 277, 
134, 174, 299, 300, 316, 328, 331, 352 

Wyeth, Nathaniel J., 30, 32, 143 


YALE, JAMES MuRRAY, 7, 8, 215, 231 

Yerba Buena, see San Francisco 

York Factory, xlvii, 1 and 7, 4, 9, 10, II, 
13, 23%, 28, 627, 74M, 95, 135, 157 163, 
167, 210, 233, 236, 262, 294, 304, 356 

You-cul-taws, 215 

Young, Ewing, 31, 144, 145, 146 


PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN BY ROBERT MACLEHOSE AND CO. LTD, 
THE UNIVERSITY PRESS, GLASGOW 


The Champlain Society 


honorary President 
GEORGE M. WRONG, M.A., LL.D., Toronto, sometime Professor of History 
in the University of Toronto 
President 
W. STEWART WALLACE, M.A., Toronto, Librarian of the University of Toronto 


Vice=Presidents 

THE RT. Hon. Viscount BENNETT, P.C., Mickleham, England, sometime 
Prime Minister of Canada 

CHARLES W. COLBY, Ph.D., Montreal, sometime Professor of History in 
McGill University 

D.C. COLEMAN, LL.D.,D.C.L., Montreal, President of the Canadian Pacific Railway 

Sr GEORGE GARNEAU, KrT., LL.D., B.A.Sc., Quebec, Chairman of the 
National Battlefields Commission 

HAROLD A. INNIS, Ph.D., Toronto, Professor of Political Economy in the 
University of Toronto 

ARTHUR S. MORTON, M.A., D.D., LL.D., Saskatoon, sometime Professor of 
History in the University of Sackatchewan 

Sir EDWARD PEACOCK, G.C.V.O., LL.D., London, England, Director of 
The Hudson’s Bay Company 

Str CAMPBELL STUART, G.C.M.G., London, England, Director of The Times 

J. CLARENCE WEBSTER, C.M.G., M.D., LL.D., Shediac, N.B. 

Sir FREDERICK WILLIAMS-TAYLOR, KrtT., Montreal, sometime General 
Manager of the Bank of Montreal 


Members of the Council 

JAMES WATSON BAIN, B.A.Sc., Toronto, Professor of Chemical Engineering 
in the University of Toronto 

GEORGE pe T. GLAZEBROOK, M.A., Ottawa, Associate Professor of History 
in the University of Toronto 

Tue AssE LIONEL GROULX, Montreal, Professor of History in the Université 
de Montréal 

CHARLES W. JEFFERYS, R.C.A., LL.D., York Mills 

F. G. KETCHESON, Toronto 

GUSTAVE LANCTOT, LL.D., Ottawa, Archivist of the Public Archives of Canada 

T.W.L.MacDERMOT, M.A.., Ottawa, sometime Principal of Upper Canada College 

CHESTER MARTIN, LL.D., Toronto, Professor of History in the University of 
Toronto 

A. H. O’BRIEN, M.A., Toronto 

J. B. TYRRELL, M.A., LL.D., Toronto 


Secretaries 
HAROLD C. WALKER, Toronto, Barrister-at-Law 
W. STEWART WALLACE, M.A.,Toronto, Librarian of the University of Toronto 


Treasurer 
H. H. LANGTON, M.A., Toronto, sometime Librarian of the University of Toronto 


Assistant Secretary=Treasurer 
Miss JULIA JARVIS 


NoTE.—Correspondence should be addressed in care of The University of Toronto, 
The Library, Toronto, 5, Canada 


() 


LIST OF MEMBERS 


Ottawa 
Maple, Ont. 
London, Eng. 
East Bathurst, 
N.B. 
Lamont, Alta. 


ABBOTT, GEORGE F. 
AIRD, JOHN 
ALLAN, Mrs. ARTHUR 


ALLARD, Rev. J. A. 
ALTON, J. A., M.D. 


Amery, Rt. Hon. L. S., \London Eng 


MP: 

ANDRUS, PauL M., 

M.D., F.R.C.P.(C). } London, aa 
ANGLIN, E. A. Ottawa 
Ancus, W. F. Montreal 
ARMOUR, JOHN Kay Toronto 


Riverside, 


ARMSTRONG, GEORGE S. 
Conn. 


BAILEY, F. S. { earth as 
Barn, F. W. London, Eng. 


Bain, J.WATSsON, B.A.Sc. Toronto 
BANTING, Lady Toronto 
Barr, RoBERT B. F. Toronto 
BaRTLET, WALTER G., Pecks 
Kec: Ont. 
BENNETT, Rt. Hon. Vis- | Mickleham, 
count, P.C., LL.D. \ Eng. 
IBIG GAR, On Vis. Ke Ge Ottawa 
BirKETT, Major GEOFFREY Vancouver 


Birks, Mrs. HENRY Montreal 
Brrks, W. M. Montreal 
BisHop, ARTHUR LEO- 
Toronto 
NARD 
Bake, Mrs. HUME Toronto 


Boone, C. A., Estate of Toronto 


BorpDEN, HENRY Toronto 
Boyp, Mark F. Tallahassee, 
Fla. 


Boyer, GEoRGE, M.D. Toronto 
Bray, Rev. JAMEs B. Buffalo, N.Y. 
BRONSON, FREDERIC Ottawa 


(iii) 


Brown, GEORGE W., 


MA, Ph.D: 
BuppD, RALPH 
Burns, H. D. 
BurRPEE, IsAAc 


Burt Aw Ll. 
Burton, C. L. 


CALDWELL, EDWARD 
CAMERON, G. STEWART, 


M.D. 


} Toronto 


Chicago, IU. 
Toronto 
Portland, Ore. 
{ Minneapolis, 
\ Minn. 
Toronto 


New York 


| Peterborough, 


Ont. 


CAMERON, J. HoME, M.A. Toronto 
CAMERON, M. C., LL.B. Toronto 


CAMPBELL, F. J. 


Montreal 


CAMPBELL, GRAHAM, M.B. Toronto 
CASSELMAN, Miss Mar-\ Mission City, 


GUERITE M. B.C. 
CaveNn, W. P., M.D. Toronto 
CHAPMAN, JOSEPH Minneapolis 

: Minn. 
CLARK, W. H. D. Montreal 
North Bay, 
CLEMENT, S. B. { a 
CoLBy, CHARLES W., 

M.A., Ph.D. } Montreal 
CoLEMAN, D’ALTON 

Corry, LL.D. | Montreal 

Limavady, 
Conn, HuGH { ane 
Conway, G. R. G. Mexico City 
CorsBeET, J. B. Edmonton 
CoRNWALL, Colonel J. K. Edmonton 
Courrs,.G. B. Calgary 
COVERDALE, W. H. Montreal 
Craick, W. A. Toronto 
CUMBERLAND, Mrs. Bar- \ Port Hope 

LOW J 

Sault Ste. 

CurRAN, J. W. { Marie 


LIST OF MEMBERS 


j Chippawa, 
DELL, Major DonaLp rast 
De Pencier, Mrs. H. P.{ sie Sound, 
Desyarpins, Rev. P. E. { en 
Dun ap, Mrs. D. A. Toronto 
Duny, Sir JaMzs, Bart. London, Eng. 

Livingston, 

DwWINELLE, Mrs. J. K. een 


EDWARDS, FRANCIS London, Eng. 
Manitoulin 


ELLIson, R. S. | Springs, Colo. 


FALCONER, Sir ROBERT, 


K-G.NEG., ED. } Toronto 
Estate of 
FARQUHARSON, C. D. Agincourt, 
Ont. 
FENNELL, ROBERT Toronto 
Fort San, 
FERGUSON, R. G., M.D. ack 


D.Eng. Royal, N.S. 


Fickes, Epwy §., C.E., gerne 
FLAHERTY, R. J. age geass 


FLAVELLE, Sir E.ts- 
WORTH, Bart. 
FLEcK, F. GoRDON 
FLENLEY, RALPH, M.A., 
: ‘ ale 
B.Litt. igor 
Foran, PHIip F. Hull, Que. 


Foster, FRANCIS A. eens He Ha- 
\ 
i 


Toronto 


Ottawa 


ven, Mass. 
Fox, W. SHERWOOD, 
NEA eel): 
FRASER, Joun A. 


FRASER, T. B. 


London, Ont. 


Toronto 
Franquelin, 


Que. 
Frost, DoNALD McKay Boston, Mass. 


ci Sir GEORGE, Quebec 
GARRISON, F. LyNwoop ee ae 
GIBson, A. R. Toronto 
GLASGOW, PAUuL J. London, Ont. 
GLAZEBROOK, GEORGE P. ere 

DE T., M.A. 


Go biz, WILLIAM, M.B. Toronto 
Gorpon, Mrs. SHIRLEY 


Toronto 
SAUL, M.A. 
Gow, GEORGE ALEX- 
Toronto 
ANDER 


GRAFF, EVERETT D. Chicago, Ill. 
GRAHAM, Duncan, M.B. Toronto 
Gray, F. M., K.C. Toronto 


Gray, J.A.,O.B.E., Dse.{ Ste 
GROULX, Abbé LIonEL Montreal 


GuRD, NorMaN, Estate of Sarnia 


HAHN, PAUL Toronto 
Rochester 
HAMILTON, ARTHUR S. chester, 
N.Y. 
HAMMELL, JOHN E. Toronto 
HAnna, Mrs. W. J. Sarnia 
Harpy, Hon. A. C. Ottawa 
Lawrence, 
RGED H 
HARGEDON, JOSEP Nags 
HarVEY, Hon. HoraczE Edmonton 
HASLAM, GREVILLE Philadelphia 
Portland 
HAYEs, EDMUND dees 
Oregon 


Henry, GEORGE, LL.D. Toronto 
HEYWOOD, P. K. Toronto 
Hincston, D. A., M.D. Montreal 


Hocec, WILLIAM Toronto 
Hamilton 
Ho.srook, J. H., M.D. Ont. : 
Hoop, Lieut.-Colonel Tulsa, 
Oscar W. Okla. 
Howarp, W. R., M.A. ae 
nt. 


: New West- 
Howay, His Hon. Judge | minster, B.C. 


HuntTER, Mrs. HAROLD Toronto 
HuyckeE, G. MEREDITH ‘Toronto 
Innis, H. A., Ph.D. Toronto 


JaRvVIs, ZEMILIUS, Estate of Toronto 


se C.W., RCA®\ Toronto 
JOHNSON, GEORGE R., Cal R 
B.A., M.D. C.M. nas 


Jones, Colonel C. H. L. | Liverpool, 


N.S 
Jones, H. V. F. Toronto 


LIST OF MEMBERS 


KaIns, ARCHIBALD Ottawa 
KEITH, NORMAN M., Rochester, 
M.D. Minn. 
KEITH, WILLIAM S., 5 are 

M.D. 


KELLY, CHARLES SCOTT Chicago, III. 


Kemp, Lady Toronto 
KENNEDY, Mrs. T, J. See amg 
KERR Oy Gs) Ory KC, Edmonton 
KETCHESON, F. G. Toronto 
KINGMAN, ABNER, 

OBE. } Montreal 
WARRIE Cx Oe Vancouver 
Lapp, WILLIAM SAR- 

GENT, M.D. |New ae 
LaIpLaAw, R. A. Toronto 
LaIpLaw, W. C. Toronto 
Lane, A. E., M.A. Pees tae 

nt. 


Laneton, H. H., M.A. Toronto 


Lasn, J.¥., Toronto 
LasH, PETER J. B. Toronto 
Leacu, N. L. Winnipeg 
LEE, JOHN THOMAS Chicago 
Dundrum, 
LEFrRoy, B. ST. G. { ana 
LEGGAT, WILLIAM Montreal 
LesLiz, JAMES W. Montreal 
LITTLE, Mrs. H. A. Woodstock 
LivincsTon, H. A. Toronto 
Portland, 
Logs, ALFRED A. { Oreson 
LOTBINIERE, A. J. DE Quebec 
Lyon, GEORGE ARM- 
_ STRONG, LL.B. | Boston 
MacA.pin_, Colonel } 
C.D. Toronto 
aa Mrs. D. } Toronto 
Edmonton, 
MacArRTHUR, J. M. { ae 
McConnELt, J. W. Montreal 


McCrea, Hon. CHARLEs, 
KC. Toronto 


McCuLiaGH, GEORGE { 


MacDermot, T. W. L., 
M.A, 


Thornhill, 
Ont. 


} Ottawa 


MacDonaLp, Right O 
Hon. MALCOLM we 
MACGILLIvRAY, H. Peas John’s, 
ROCHE. D: Nfld. 


MacInnis, C. M. Bristol, Eng. 
MACKELcaAy, F. R. Toronto 
MacKenzik, Mrs. P. Montreal 
MacKinnon, Hon. Mr. M I 

Justice C. G. SoA 
McLaren, D. L. Toronto 
McLaucGuHiin, HucH Toronto 
McLennan, Miss 

Ricainine Sydney, N.S. 


MacLeop, Mrs., A. N. Winnipeg 
MACLEOD, J. E. A., K.C. Calgary 
MacMi ian, H. R., Vv 
BiSvAs, VILE. cape aca! 
MACMILLAN, J. W. ithaca Nin: 
McPue_rson, W.B., K.C. Toronto 
McPui tures, L. G., K.C. Vancouver 
MARLER, GEORGE C. Montreal 
MaArtTIn, CHESTER, LL.D. Toronto 
Massey, Hon. Vincent London, Eng. 


MATTHEWws, W. D. Toronto 
Morison, J. L., M.A., | apres 
IED ee hitt Santen 
Morison, S. E., Litt.D. Boston, Mass. 
{ Leamington, 
Morris, J. R. | Ont. 
ae etal I Saskatoon 
Moss, A. H. Cobalt, Ont. 


MurbDocu, JAMES Y., K.C. Toronto 


Murray, Miss JEAN | 

ELIZABETH, Ph.D. | ea ee 
NASON, JOSEPH, LL.B. Toronto 
NEWCOMBE, CHARLES Winnipeg 
NEWTON, J. J. { iim ae 
O’Brien, A. H., M.A. Toronto 
OLIVER, Senator C. I., Graceville, 

M.D. Minn. 


O’ REILLY, Rev. JOHN B., | Malton, 


Seles Ontario 
OsLER, BRITTON, K.C. Toronto 
OsLER, BRITTON BATH Toronto 


LIST OF MEMBERS 


Oster, F. G. Toronto 
OsLER, GLyn, K.C. Toronto 
OsLER, PETER Toronto 
Oster, P. F. Montreal 
PATCH, Frank S., B.A., 

M.D, F.R.S.C.(c.) Montreal 


PATTERSON, His Hon. \ New Glasgow, 

Judge N.S. 
PEAcock, Sir EpwarpD, 

G.ECViOsLED. | London, Eng: 
PEARCE, S. K. Calgary 
PERRAULT, R. B. Montreal 
PHILPOTT, S. M., Toronto 
Pierce, Lorne, LL.D., 

eee Toronto 

Outremont, 
PITT, ERNEST P.Q. 
PLAUNT, ALAN B. Ottawa 
Ile d’Orléans, 
PorTEOuS, Mrs. C. E. L. 
Que. 

PRIMROSE, A., C.B., 

M.B., C.M. (Edin.), } Toronto 

Li. 
PuDDINGTON, H. F. St. John, N.B. 
REIDS Rw Kee. Vancouver 


RICHARDSON, Mrs. R. A. Nitro, P.Q. 

RIDDELL, Hon. Mr. 
Justice 

RIDDELL, W. A., M.A., \ Washington, 


} Toronto 


Ph.D. DiC: 
ROBERTS, FRANK E. Toronto 
Saint John, 
RoBinson, H. P. NB. 
ROLPH, CLARK AND Toronto 
STONE, Ltd. 
Ross, Rt. Rev. F.-X. Gaspé, P.Q. 
Ross, JAMES W., M.D. Toronto 
ROUSSEAU, JACQUES Montreal 
ROWELL, Sgt. Pilot | Toronto 
FREDERICK N. A. 
SAGE, WALTER N., phD.{ 


SAMUEL, SIGMUND, LL.D. Toronto 


SANKEY, CHARLES A., eee 
M.Sc., Ph.D: Ont. 
ScormiGass Hamilton 
SCOTT, W. S: Toronto 
SHARPE, E. W. C. Toronto 


(vi) 


SHATTUCK, HENRY L., | Boston 
IG Jo JU IDs 

SKELTON, Mrs. O. D. Ottawa 

SMITH, G. LARRATT Toronto 


SoLipay, G. W. 
SOMERVILLE, Ross 
STACPOLE, F. A., M.A. 


Seattle, Wash. 
London, Ont. 
London, Eng. 


STarrR, Mrs. F. N. G. Toronto 
STEFANSSON, VILHJAL- 

mur, Ph.D., LL.D. |New ren 
STEVENSON, ALAN G. tae Bay 
STEWART, D. B. Winnipeg 


STOKER, Mrs. T.T. McG. Montreal 


Eee GiB. KG, \Toronto 
STREETER, T. W. Noe 


STUART, Sir CAMPBELL, 
G.C.M.G. 

SURVEYER, Hon. Mr. 
Justice 

Swiny, Brig.-Gen. W. F., | Dumfries, 


| London, Eng. 


Montreal 


C.M.G., D.S.O. Scotland 
Spokane, 
TEAKLE, THOMAS { one 
THOMSON, ANDREW Toronto 
ToveELt, F. M., A.M. ee sesh, 
nt. 
TRETHEWEY, F. L. Toronto 
Melbourne, 
TriccE, A. St. L. P.Q 


TRUEMAN, A. W., M.A., St. John, N.B. 


Tupper, R. H. Vancouver 
TuRNER, J. LORNE Ottawa 
TWEED, T. W. Toronto 
ee J. B., MXA., | Toron A. 


UNDERHILL, F. H., M.A. Toronto 


VLIET, STANLEY C. Alma, Mich. 
Warre, J. H.C. Toronto 
WALKER, HAROLD C. Toronto 
Wa tace, W.S.,M.A. Toronto 
WALTON, GEORGE R. Ree 
Sask. 
WATSON, CHARLES S. Toronto 
Woodstock, 
WHITE, W. K. | Ont. 


LIST OF MEMBERS 


New York, WirTTon, W. P. Hamilton 
WIEGAND) Vi iPs { Rid. Woobs, J. J. Agassiz, B.C. 
Wi1kiz, Major A. B. Toronto Woops, LAWRENCE C., ee 
WituiaMs, R. Massey Halifax, N.S. cae . ae Pa. 
a : OTHERSPOON, G. M. 
oe TAYLoR, Sir }Montre a Sar ? \ Toronto 
REDERICK oe = = 

WI son, C. LESSLIE Toronto eo: Pree se } Toronto 
WisHarT, D. E. STAuN- a oes ay 

TON, MB. | Toronto Wutsin, Lucien viper 


(vii) 


SUBSCRIBING LIBRARIES 


Adelaide, S. Australia 
Albany, N.Y. 


Albuquerque, N. Mex. 


Amherst, Mass. 
Annapolis Royal, N.S. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 


2? 
Augusta, Maine 


Baltimore, Md. 

”? 

3 
Bangor, Maine 
Barrie, Ont. 
Berkeley, Cal. 
Berlin, Germany 
Birmingham, England 
Bismarck, N.D. 
Bloomington, Ind. 
Boston, Mass. 


9 


”? 
Brisbane, Australia 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Buffalo, N.Y. 


bd 


Calgary, Alberta 
Cambridge, England 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Cape Town, South Africa 


Cardiff, Wales 
Charlottesville, Va. 


Charlottetown, P.E.I. 
Chatham, Ont. 
Cheney, Wash. 
Chicago, IIl. 

? 


”? 


” 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


2? 


Public Library of South Australia 

State Library 

University of New Mexico 

Converse Memorial Library, Amherst College 
Fort Anne Park Museum 

University of Michigan 

W. L. Clements Library 

Maine State Library 


Enoch Pratt Free Library 
Johns Hopkins University 
Peabody Institute 

Public Library 

Public Library 

University of California 

State Library 

Public Library 

State Historical Society of North Dakota 
University of Indiana Library 
Atheneum Library 
Massachusetts Historical Society 
Public Library 

University of Queensland 
Public Library 

Buffalo Historical Society 
Grosvenor Library 


Public Library 

University Library 

Harvard University 

University of Cape Town 

Central Library 

Tracy W. McGregor Library, University of 
Virginia 

Legislative Library 

Public Library 

Eastern Washington College of Education 

John Crerar Library 

Newberry Library 

Public Library 

University of Chicago 

Public Library 

University of Cincinnati 


(viii) 


SUBSCRIBING LIBRARIES 


Cleveland, Ohio Public Library 
Clinton, N.Y. Hamilton College Library 
Columbia, Mo. University of Missouri 
Columbus, Ohio Ohio State University Library 
Detroit, Mich. Public Library 
Dublin, Ireland Trinity College 
Durham, N.C. Duke University 
Edinburgh, Scotland Library of Society of Writers to H.M. Signet 

5 University of Edinburgh 
Edmonton, Alberta Alberta Provincial Library 

as Edmonton Public Library 

of University of Alberta 
Eugene, Oregon University of Oregon 
Evanston, Ill. Northwestern University 
Fredericton, N.B. New Brunswick Legislative Library 
Galt, Ont. Public Library 
Glasgow, Scotland Mitchell Library 

3 University of Glasgow 
Gottingen, Germany University Library 
Grand Forks, N.D. University of North Dakota Library 
Guelph, Ont. Ontario Agricultural College 
Halifax, N.S. Cambridge Library 

. Dalhousie University 

oA King’s College 

5 Nova Scotia Legislative Library 

os Pine Hill Divinity Hall 

ss Public Archives of Nova Scotia 
Hamilton, Ont. McMaster University Library 

rs Public Library 
Hanover, N.H. Dartmouth College 
Indianapolis, Ind. Indiana State Library 
Iowa City, Ia. ~ University of Iowa Library 
Ithaca, N.Y. Cornell University Library 
Kingston, Ont. Public Library 

sg Queen’s University 

oe Royal Military College 
Kitchener, Ont. Public Library 
Lawrence, Kansas University of Kansas 
Leeds, England University of Leeds 
Lewisburg, Pa. Bucknell University Library 
Lincoln, Nebraska University of Nebraska 
London, England British Museum 

os Colonial Office 


(ix) 


SUBSCRIBING LIBRARIES 


London, England 


” 


” 


London, Ont. 
”? 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


7 


Madison, Wis. 
Manchester, England 


9 
Melbourne, Australia 


Middletown, Conn. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


”? 
Missoula, Mont. 
Montpelier, Vt. 
Montreal, P.Q. 


” 
Moose Jaw, Sask. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England 
New Haven, Conn. 

New Orleans, La. 

New Westminster, B.C. 

New York, N.Y. 


” 


”» 


” 
Northampton, Mass. 
North Bay, Ont. 


Oberlin, Ohio 
Orillia, Ont. 


High Commissioner for Canada 
House of Lords 

Hudson’s Bay Company 
Institute of Historical Research 
London Library 

Royal Empire Society 

Royal Geographical Society 
University of London 

Public Library 

University of Western Ontario 
Public Library 

University of California 


State Historical Library of Wisconsin 

John Rylands Library 

University of Manchester 

Public Library, Museums, and Nationa] 
Gallery 

Wesleyan University 

Minneapolis Atheneum 

University of Minnesota 

Public Library 

Vermont Historical Society 

Bibliothéque St.-Sulpice 

Civic Library 

Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commerciales 

Fraser Institute 

Jacques-Cartier Normal School 

McGill University 

Montreal College 

Université de Montréal 

Public Library 


Public Library 

Yale University 

Howard Memorial Library 

Public Library 

American Geographical Society 
American Museum of Natural History 
College of the City of New York 
Columbia University Library 
Explorers’ Club 

Huntington Free Library and Reading Room 
New York Historical Society 

New York University 

Public Library 

Forbes Library 

Public Library 


Oberlin College Library 
Public Library 


(x) 


SUBSCRIBING LIBRARIES 


Ottawa, Ont. 


Owen Sound, Ont. 
Oxford, England 


> 


Paris, France 


” 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
Pittsburg, Pa. 
Plymouth, Eng. 
Port Arthur, Ont. 
Portland, Oregon 


Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 


Princeton, N.J. 
Providence, R.I. 


” 
Pullman, Wash. 


Quebec, P.Q. 


Regina, Sask. 


Rochester, N.Y. 


9 


Sackville, N.B. 
Sacramento, Cal. 
Salem, Mass. 
Salem, Oregon 


Salt Lake City, Utah 


Sandwich, Ont. 
San Francisco, Cal. 


” 
San Marino, Cal. 
Sarnia, Ont. 
Saskatoon, Sask. 
Seattle, Wash. 


Sherbrooke, P,Q. 


Canadian National Parks, Department of the 
Interior 

Carnegie Library ; 

Department of National Defence 

Dominion Archives 

Geological Survey of Canada 

Library of Parliament, Canada 

Public Library 

All Souls College 

Bodleian Library 


Bibliothéque de I’ Université de Paris 
Bibliothéque du Ministére de la Guerre 
Bibliothéque Nationale 

University of Pennsylvania 

Carnegie Library 

Public Library 

Public Library 

Oregon Historical Society 

Vassar College 

Princeton University 

Brown University 

John Carter Brown Library 

State College Library 


Archives Office, Province of Quebec 
Laval University 

Legislative Library of Quebec 
Monastére des Franciscains 

Literary and Historical Society 


Legislative Library of Saskatchewan 
Public Library 

University of Rochester Library 
Public Library 


Mount Allison University Library 
State Library 

Essex Institute 

Willamette College Library 
Pioneer Library 

Assumption College 

Mechanics’ Institute Library 
Public Library 

Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery 
Public Library 

University of Saskatchewan 
University of Washington 

Public Library 


Séminaire St.-Charles-Borromée 


(xi) 


SUBSCRIBING LIBRARIES 


Spokane, Wash. 
Ste. Anne de Bellevue 
St. Catharines, Ont. 


St. Hyacinthe, Que. 
St. John, N.B. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

St. Paul, Minn. 


” 
St. Thomas, Ont. 


Stanford University, Cal. 


Sydney, Australia 


Three Rivers, P.Q. 
Topeka, Kansas 
Toronto, Ont. 


Upsala, Sweden 
Urbana, II. 


Vancouver, B.C. 


”? 


”» 
Victoria, B.C. 


oF 


Washington, D.C. 


”» 
Wellesley, Mass. 
Williamstown, Mass. 
Windsor, Eng. 
Windsor, Ont. 


Public Library 

Macdonald College 

Public Library 

Ridley College 

Séminaire de St. Hyacinthe 

Free Public Library 

St. Louis Mercantile Library Association 
Washington University 

Minnesota Historical Society 

James Jerome Hill Reference Library 
Public Library 

Stanford University Library 

Public Library of New South Wales 


Seminary 

Kansas State Historical Society 

Academy of Medicine 

Canadian Bank of Commerce, Archives 
Department 

Canadian Military Institute 

Department of Education, Ontario 

Law Society of Upper Canada 

Legislative Library, Ontario 

National Club 

Ontario Historical Society 

Provincial Archives 

Public Library (two sets) 

Toronto Club 

Trinity College 

University Club 

University of Toronto 

Victoria College 

York Club 


Royal University of Upsala 
University of Illinois 


Alpine Club of Canada 

Carnegie Library 

University of British Columbia : 
Legislative Library of British Columbia 
Public Library ee 


Bureau of American Ethnology, Smithsonian 
Institution 

Library of Congress 

Wellesley College Library 

Chapin Library, Williams College 

Royal Library, Windsor Castle 

Public Library 


(xii) 


SUBSCRIBING LIBRARIES 


Winnipeg, Man. 


” 


Wolfville, N.S. 


Woodstock, Ont. 
Worcester, Mass. 


Hudson’s Bay Company 
Provincial Library 

University of Manitoba 
Wesley United College 
Women’s Canadian Club 
Acadia University 

Public Library 

American Antiquarian Society 


(xiii) 


PUBLICATIONS OF 
THE CHAMPLAIN SOCIETY 


t. Tus History or New France, Vol. I., by Mare Lescarbot. Edited by W. L. Grant and 
H. P. Biggar. 


2. Tur Drscrrerion anp Naturat History oF THE Coasts or NorTH AMERICA (Acap1a), 
by Nicolas Denys, Edited by Professor W. F. Ganong. 


3. Documents RELATING To THE Srrcnronat TENURE IN CANADA, 1598-1854. Edited by 
Professor W. B. Munro. 


4. Tre Locs or txt Congvest or Canapa, Edited by Colonel William Wood. 


5. New Retation or Gasrrsia, by Christien LeClerg. Translated and edited by Professor 
W. F. Ganong. 


6. Journry From Prince or Wares Fort, rx Hupsow Bay, To THE NorTHERN Ocean, 1769— 
1772, by Samuel Hearne. Edited by J. B. Tyrrell. 


7. Tse History or New France, by Marc Lescarbot. Vol. II. 


8, 9 and ro. Hisrorrcar Journat oF THE CamParcns In NorTH AMERICA, 1757-1760 
Vol. L-III. By Captain John Knox. Edited by Sir A. G. Doughty. 


ti. Tre History or New Francr, by Mare Lescarbot. Wool. IIL. 

12. Tur Narrative or Dayip Tuompson. Edited by J. B. Tyrrell. 

13. Tue Canapran War or 1812. Wol. I. Edited by Colonel William Wood. 

14. Tur Canapian War or 1812. Wol II. Edited by Colonel William Wood. 

s. Tu Canapian War or 1812. Vol. III, part 1. Edited by Colonel William Wood. 
16. JourNars anp Letters or La Vixenpryt AND Hts Sons. Edited by Lawrence J. Burpee. 
17. Tur Caxapran Wax or 1812. Vol. III, part 2. Edited by Colonel William Wood. 
18. Documents Reratine To Tur Earty History or Hupson Bay. Edited by J. B. Tyrrell. 


19. Notes or a Twenry-rivt Years’ Servict mm Tur Hupson’s Bar Trarrrorigs, by Joha 
McLean. Edited by W. Stewart Wallace. 


20, Ditrrvittr: Port Rorar. Edited by Dr. J. C. Webster, with an English translation by 
Mrs. Webster, 


21. Journars or Samutt Hearne anv Purure Turxor BETWIEN THE YEARS 1774 AND 1792. 
Edited by J. B. Tyrrell. 


22. Documents Reratinc To THE Nortx West Company. Edited by W. Stewart Wallace. 


23. Travers rn Toe Interior Innasrrep Parts or Norre AMERICA. By Patrick Campbell. 
Edited by H. H. Langton and W. F. Ganong. 


24. Harcrave CorresPonpence, 1321-43. Edited by George de T. Glazebrook. 


25. Sacarp’s Lonc Journzy To THe Country or THE Hvzons. Edited by George M. 
Wrong, with a translation by H. H. Langton. 


26. Tue Journat or Carrars James Cornett. Edited by His Honour Judge F. W. Howay. 


UNNUMBERED SERIES 


Tre Worrs or Samcrr pz Cxamerars, An English translation with the French text, 
6 vols. Edited by H. P. Biggar. 


(xiv) 


. 4 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE CHAMPLAIN SOCIETY 
HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY SERIES 
i. Scsepsor's Avzezesxe Joresee. 9 Efited by EE Rick, with a merodecton By Profemer 
Ceeste: Maron 


2 Reweersce'’s Levreas, r§r7—s22. «3 Edited, with mereduecion and cotes, by EE. Rice 

3 Merve: op Corser, Newrezas Dezsatserst ov Roose: Lesa, rGir-yr. Edited oy 
RL Heevey Fleming, wit® meecoduction by Profesor H. A. Ince. 

4 Mclowcacos’s Feet Vescormm Larvms, ticg-3h Edei yp EOE Ee wo 
mereducton by W. Kaye Lami. 

§- Mesrre: of Hoosos’s Ear Commast. 0670-1674 Egeed by EL EL Rich, with mem 
éueton by So John Casha 


6 McLeweacos’s Foar Vaescorvea Lerrsas, Second Seves. riggs. Eiet yy LE 
Rich, with moreducton by W. Kaye Lami. 


5 


iy 


aks san 


"1 a A 
= 9 
' 
— 
3 
~ 
a 
-_ 
we, \ ee 
~~ 
lle 
i 
— 
©? 
i 
= # 
- o } 
a 
~~ 
} *. 


eae ee cia 
- i¥ a nae 
or 


+ 
s 
Z 
> 
4 
_ 
° ? 
a 
. 
¢ 
/ 
Wf 
-_ 
¢ 


ay tak 


) | - A ¥ id 
vp 
- 7 7? 
a ‘i 
' hie e 7 


¥ 
i} a 
5 
- 
‘ 
ra 
nr 
U 
= 
- 
' 
. 
i 
| 
i 
i i : 
\ ; 
~~ 


Sa 
One er wie 


ne 


a as eat ’ 
awe 2S Sey LS 
SO aan ae | 


a) 
pH en 


LM 


